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B O O K i. 

(jenerai defer ipiion of Paraguay. U is firfi difcov^rii 
by the Spaniards^ who build on the river of thai 
name the cities of Buenos Ayres and the Affumption^ 
The celebrated Don Alvarez Nunez de Vera Cabef4 
de Vaca arrives at the latter in quality of Governor 
'and Lieutendnt^General of the Province, 

THE heW world had hot been long dif- 
c6v^red, when people began to difpute, 
if Europe iVas likely to reap, from 
th^t event, all the advantages that Were at firft 
expefted. This queftion was foon followed by 
another, conctrning the right of conqueft, in virtue 
of which, fevetal Powers of Europe had taken upon 
them to redudc and bring under obedience, nations, 
that, for fo many ages, had cither Uved without 
maftcrS, or under the government of fovereigns, the 
validity of whofe titles no one contefted. A third 
queftion muft naturally occur to thofe, who know 
any thing of the hiftory of this great hemilphere 
iince • it*s difcovery 5 and that is, whether, exclufive 
of religion, the inhabitants have been greater gainers 
or loiers by their acquaihtance with us. I muft not 
Vol. L B prcten4 
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prc^nA to decide oh the occafion : my chitF View, 
in writing this Hiftory^ is to enable thofe, that may 
j^cntfe it, to judge for themfeives, if the Europeans 
have always treated the Americans in the beft mannef 
to make ufeful ellablifhments among them ; benefit 
of the treafurcs they fet fo little value upon ; increafe 
their happinels, and oblige them to blefs the day, 
that had brought them acquainted with the light of 
the Gofpel. 
I AM well aware of the prejudices that fo generally 

grovail, in regard to the fubje£b I am about to 
aQdic* I k.now that miftakcn notions, concerning 
the empire and riches of the Jefuits of Paraguay, 
have gained even upon thofe, who exprefs the 
. greateft efteem fpr the fociety, fmce fome perfons, 
fnerely through concern for it*s honour, have en- 
jleaVQured to divert mc from this undertaking. But, 
cottfidcring the number and authenticity of the proofs 
I had to offer in it's vindication, I judged this pre- 
vention of it*s friends was another reafon for my not 
going back 5 and I hope the world will approve 
my pcrfeverance. What pleafure, in fa£t, muft not 
a reader enjoy,- ofie, I mean, who loves and fincerely 
defires to difcover truth, in feeing it burft forth 
through clouds, with which malice had endea- 
voured to involve it ! I am even perfuaded, that 
numbers will be furprifed at the fociety*s having fo 
long neglefted to open the eyes of thofe, who carl 
have no intereft in being miftaken, concerning a 
J)oint, which is far from being fo indifferent as 
ibme perfons may be apt to imagine ; and I think iC 
my duty to inform the publick, that I at firft fet 
about this Hiftory, merely to comply with the defirea 
of a Prince *, who judged it requifite for the honour 
of religion, of which he has been, to the hour of his 
death, one of the greateft ornaments. 


* The late Duke of Orleansi wl» died the fboith of Febmary^ 
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Beside s» this Hiftory ieemed to contuft trctf 
thing that can either ple^ Or iriftrud, by the variei^ 
and importance of it's materials, and efpecially the 
beauty and novelty of the eftablifhments, tbat form 
one of it's principal objefb^ I mean thofe Chriftiao 
republicks^ of which no models had as yet appeared 
in the w6rld ; fepublicks ^ founded in the center of 
the moft favage barbarifm, upon a plan more perfe^ 
than thofe imagined by Plato, Bacon, and the iUu* 
fhious author of Telemachus, and by men, who 
employed in founding then! no other cethent^ 
but their fWeat arid their blood ; who, from no other 
motives but God's glory and the welfere of man^ 
kind, and with no other weapons but the Gofpel^ 
have braved the fury of the moft intra&able favages^ 
whom the ariils of the Spaniards, had Only ferved 
to irritate i have thoroughly civilized^ them, and 
converted them into Chriflians, whofe virtues for 
one hundred and fifty years pafk have been the admi« 
ration of all thofe that have taken the nearefl view of 
them ; and who, in fine, become Apoflles almoft 
as foon as Chriflians, make as many fpiritual con^ 
quefls as their paflors ; and when their zeal is not 
attended with fuccefs, look upon martyrdom as an 
ample reward for all their labours ; nor is this all, 
for thefe fpiritual labourers, zealous for the glory of 
their Ibvereign and the interefl of their countrymen, 
have brought their new converts to yield to the 
Crown of Spain, an homage, the fincerity of which 
may be lb much the more depended upon, as it was 
quite voluntary, as their loyalty befides has more 
than once weathered with honour the feverefl trials 5 
and as, by paying the moft ready obedience to the 
orders of their fovercign, and facrificing to his fervicc 
their lives and thek- properties, with unexampled 
alacrity, they have given the moft fatisfaftory proofs^ 
th^t in fb doing they are perfuaded they ferve God 
iiimielf) and from him alone expeA their reward 
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Whe n all thefe fads have been well proved by 
the uniforril toftimony of perfons, who had the beft 
Opportunity of fifting into the truth of them, and 
the gneatert ihtereft in not fufFering themfelves to be 
impofed upon, the world,* no doubt, will be greatly 
filfpfifcd to find, that eftablilhments fo glorious to 
religion, and io ufeful to the ftate, have required 
to proteft and prcfcrv^ them, all the authority the 
kihgs of Spain could exert -, that even perfons, who 
werfc bduhd by all nianner of ties to favour thefe 
iftablifhmcnts, have omitted nothing to difguft thofe 
who undertook to form them, and make their labours 
mifcarry •, and that they have been often ruined by 
men calling themfelves Chriftians, who, through 
fordid and felf-interefted views have butchered 
or wtirried to death, by the moft cruel flavery, up- 
wards of cine hundred thoufand Neophytes. But it 
was the work of God, and the fitteft to difplay his 
wifdom and his power. Thofe, whom he has been 
pleafed to employ as his inftruments in fo glorious 
an enterprife, might well exped that Hell would 
leave no done unturned to make it mifcarry ; and 
experience has but too well proved the juftncfe of 
their apprehenfions. 

For, not to fpeak of the immenfe labours and 
dangers of every kind inevitably attending this 
new fpecies of Apoftleftiip, where they had all the 
eletnents to Contend with, and unhofpitable countries 
to run overj whofe inhabitants far exceeded in 
favagenefs the wild beafts with which they abounded, 
what pen can relate what they bad to fuffcr, even 
from the domeftics of that faith they were labour- 
ing to propagate ? Continually oppofed, loaded 
with calumny in every part of the known world, 
driven with violence and infamy from their houfps, 
accufed at every tribunal as malefa6tors and traitors ^ 
they have often feen the mofl: promifing fruits of 
all their labours deftroyed, but theie difappointments 

and 
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»d perfccutions, inftead of damping their courage, 
icrved rather to infpire them wit|i new ardour, and 
incrcafe their conftancy to fuch a degree, that, by 
means of it, they have at laft overcome all the obftades 
that were thrown in their way. But before I entw 
upon the relation of fo many various and unexpected 
events, it is proper I fhould give a general i^ea of the 
• country, that has been the fcene of them, and Y^hich, 
though fo much the fubjeft of converfation, very 
few peribns arc acquainted widi. I flipJl be more 
particular in my defcriptions M)4 obieirvatip^s v 
occafion offers. 

THE word Paraguay is the name of g 
river, which iiTues from the lake of the Xarayes, \a 
about fixtcen degrees thirty minutes of fbuth kti^ 
Itude, and twenty-three degrees of longitude, rec* ' 
koning, as the Spaniards do, from the Azore ifland% 
and after running a good way to the fouth-weft, 
turns to the ibuth. This word fignifies, in the 
^guage of fome of the neighbouring pations. 
Crowned River, as if the lake, from which if. 
Springs, formed a crown about it's head* Von 
Martin del Barco, Archdeacon of Buenos Ayre% 
in a Spanidi hiflorical poem, entitled Argentina, 
pretends that the lake of the Xarayes i$ by po me^qs 
the iburce of the Paraguay, which he fays fon^c 
perfons, after crofling this lake, had afcended a 
great deal higher, without finding it's origin, H9 
adds, that fome affirm it flows from the lake Parime, 
in the prpvince del Dorado, whofe exiftence a modera 
author * does not deem as fabulous, as it is generally 
believed to be; and this opinion perhaps may be 
fupported by a faft, which another author relates +, 
though without taking upon him tQ anfwer for tl\c 
ceruinfy of it. 

* Father Jofeph Gmnilla, in his Orenoco illttftrated: or, 
JiJatoral, Civile an^ Geographical ffiftory of that River, Scq^ 

f Father I^eter Lo^ano, in his Chorographlcal Defcriptioii 
QfGre^at Chaco. 
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A Spaniard, lays he, called John Garcia, 
tiative of the city^Oif the Affumption, capital of the 
province of Paraguay, after many years flavery 
among the Indians, called Payaguas, had the good 
fortune to recover his liberty, towards the beginning 
<rf the prefcnt century * ; and on his return home re- 
lated, that in a journey he had made with thefo 
Jndians, they arrivejJ, after remounting the Para? 
guay and traverfing the lake of the Xarayes, at the 
mouth of a river, that falls into this lake ; and that 
after afcending this laft river for fpmc days, they 
arrived oppofite to a mountain under which it runs j 
that the PayaguaSj before they ventured into this dark 
channel, light up flambeaux, of a kind of rofin, to 
-prevent their being molefted by bats of an enormous 
^e,. which they call Andiras, and which fail upon 
'paflfengers, who negleft to take this precaution 
'^ainft them ; that after pufliing through the moun- 
tain, which cofl: them two days, they continued 
their journey for fome time longer up the. river, *tilt 
th^y at lafl arrived at the entrance of another lake, 
vhofe oppofite bapks they could not difcover i and 
then returned the fame way they had advanced. 

Whatever credit this relation may deferve, the 
Paraguay, ^fter receiving many fmaller rivers, though 
Jpme in them elves pretty confiderable, between it*'^ 
iffue from the lake qf the Xaray^s and the twenty- 
ieventh degree of fouth latitude, is there joined by 
another, ca%d Parana, which fignifies Sea, on account 
pf it*s breadth. This river, after running a great 
way in a dire£tion nearly parallel to that of the 
Paraguay, takes a tvirn, and falls into it by a north- 
eaft courfe. The Paraguay, deeper and narrower 
jrfter this acceffion, flows direftly fouthwards to the 
latitude of thirty-four degrees, where it is rcinforce4 
\jy another great river, called the Uruguay, that 
WWS vm it from the north-eaft j it %h^n tuns eaft 
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llorth-eaft to the thirty-fifth degree of latitude, where 
it falls jnto the fea by the.name of Rio de la Plauu 
This name even is very often given to the Pan^uay^ 
from the Parana's jun&ion with it quite down to in 
mouth ; npr had the whole courfe of the Paragtiay, 
any other name, as long as all the country, throtitgh 
which it runs, made but one province. But if 
merely by the force of cuftom, for which it is oftcli 
very difficult to account, the Paraguay has loft, not 
only it's own name, in confequence of it*$ watery 
mixing with thofe of the Parana^ but even that of 
Silver River, by which it was known above tht$ 
jundion, through a miilake I fhali preiently take 
notice of, it has been amply indemnified by another 
cuftom, equally unaccountable, of comprehendingit 
under the name of Paraguay, that immeoft tra6b 
p£ land, which has no bounds but the lake of 1J19 
Xarayes, the province of Sanda Cruz delk Sienrd^ 
and that of Charcas, where even the Jefuics oi Parotr 
guay have a college and a great miilicm *, to tht 
lM>rth; the ftreights of Magellan to the foutbi 
Brazil to the eaft ^ Chili and Peru to the w^« 

This vaft country, befides Chaco, which is as 
it were the center of it» though not as yet reduced^ 
contains the lake of the Xarayes, the provinces Of 
Santa Cruz and las Charcas, with Tucuman to the 
Weft ; all the courfe of the Parana and the Ri6 de 1% 
Plata to the eaft •, and to the foiith all the reft of the 
continent as far as the ftreights of M^ellan^ whero 
the Jefuits have of late begun to found tome mif&ons, 
Jt is pretty evident, that in fo ^eat an extent of 
{and, watered by an infinite number of rivers^ 
covered with immenfe forefts, interiefled by long 
chains of mountains^ moft of them very high, ana 
|bme even reaching to the ctouds % where all tho 
|ow4ands ari? fut)jed to inundations, $}t cxtem; 

* * 'the colI$g$ of Tarija# in the prorince of las Charcas, an4 
fibt ipiffiqDs cif th^ Chi^uitcs m that of Sanu Cru^ dc U Sw^^t 
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and duration fuperior to thofe of any other country? 
'Vf^ are acquainted with ; where ther^ are every- 
where, great numbers of lakes and marfties, whofe 
•putrefied waters cannot but greatly infeft the air ^ 
-where the lands, in fine, that have been cleared 
and cultivated, are nothing in comparifon to thofe, 
that ftill remain in a ftate of nature 5 it is pretty 
evident, I fay, that in fuch a vaft country, tl^ere muft 
•be a great variety In the temperature of it's air, 
as well as in the manners and ^haraftcr of it*s 
inhabitants. 

To SPEAK in general of thefe people, we may 
amrni tliat they ar^ more or lefs o^ an olive com, 
plexion ; that they are commonly rather below thai^ 
above the middling ftature, though it is no uncom- 
toon thing to find among them perfons of the higheft j 
<hat n^oft of them are pretty thick legged apd jointed, 
end round and fpmewhat flat faced ^ that aljnoft all 
die men, and even the children, efpecially in the 
vrarmer climates, go quite naked y and the womeii 
wear jio more covering, than the moft relaxed modefty 
feems abfolutely to require-," that thofe of every 
nation have theix own particular manner of adorning 
pr rather disfiguring themfelvcs, fometimes to fuch a 
aegree, as to make the moft hideous appearance j tha^ 
there aire fome however, who occafionally wear caps and 
Other ornaments made of the moft beautiful feathers j 
that almoft all of thern are naturally dull, Cfuel, and 
iriconftant', treacherous, and exceffively voracious^ 
and cannibals; given to drunkennefs, void of fore-* 
fight or precaufibn, even in the moft indifpenfiblQ 
concerns of life, lazy arid indolent beyond the power 
of expreflion; that except a few, whomi the love of 
plunder or revenge has rendered furious rather than 
brave, nioft of therii are arrant cowards, and tha^ 
thofe, who have preferved their liberty, "are entirely 
indebted for it to the fitutation of the inaccefliblc 

tUccs, where they have taken refuge. 
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The firfl Spaniards who entered Paraguay, madt 
not the leaft doubt of their finding great treafures la 
it. They thought it impoffible, that a country fb 
pear Peru (hould not contain a great many mines 
pf gold and lUver; and though it was not long 
before the miO^ke, upon which this falfe notion was 
founded, and of which I ihali ipeak hereafter, came 
to be discovered, the world, for mote than a century, 
continued to fpeak of Paraguay, as a country aboun* 
0ing in mines. This we may infer from the title 
of Argentina, which Don Martin del BarcQ gave his 
poem, as if the whole country was but one great 
paine of filver, But I ftiall here infert what Don 
Pedro Eftevan Davila, governor of Rio de la Plata, 
wrote to his Catholic majcfty concerning it in 1637 *. 
The fanguine hopes of which people entertain of 
being, able to mak;e great fortunes in thefe pro* 
^' vinces f, are particularly founded upon the belief 
^' of their containing metals and other preciaus arti- 
^* cles- Of this I have already lent your majefty the 
V moft apiple ipformations, with a lift of fome authenr 
*^ tic papers concerning them ; and I know for cer- 
f * tain, ^lat thefe papers have been depofited amongf 
" the archives pf the royal council of the Indies. 
** People had fome confufed notions of thefe treafures, 
** {6 early as the government of Don Ruiz Diaz Mel- 
garejo, whp founded thp city of Villarica; but after 
many endeavqiirs tq obtaiq a more diftind account 
*' of them, it appeared tl^at what had ^r^ady been re- 
** lated of them, was too uncertain to l?e depended 
f ' upon. The laft perfon who und^took to difcover the 
«' mines, was Manuel de Frias, fon-in-law of Don 
** Ruiz, and firft governor of Paraguay, when this 
f country was divided into two govi^rnments. He 
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^< fo Uttk doubted rf fuccefs, that he entered into 
<• an agreement with your majefty on the occafion j 
♦« and I have been informed by perfons of credit, 
** that he did every thing that lay in his power to 
*^ fulfil his engagements •, ' but that all his refearches 
«*, proved fruitlefs. I have already fent your majefty 
f * all the written informations concerning his enqui-r 
*« rics, and I know for certain they are to be 
^* found among the archives of the royal coun- 
♦* dl of the Indies, I have two rcafons for believing 
<* that thefe papers defenre 410 credit. In the firft 
•* place, the governors I have mentioned omitted 
^* nothing to difcover thefe mines -, fecondly, all the 
** witnefles that had affirmed upon oath the credibility 
•* of their exiftence, were perfons prejudiced againft 
<* the company of Jefus, and befides, wanted the 
•^ iieceflary qualifications to draw up informations, 
<• fit to be laid before your majefty/* 

It is true indeed, that people for a long time 
thought they could difcern fome indications of gold 
, mines, in the neighbourhood of a toWn which the 
Spaniards built under the name of Xeres, pretty near 
the Paraguay, on the road from thence to Brazil, and 
the Portuguefe afterwards deftroyed ; but thefe delu- 
(ive appearances vaniQied at laft, and the inhabitants 
pf Xeres were always wretchedly poor. This wasi 
likewiie the cafe with thofe of Villarica, whofe founders 
were too hafty in decorating it with fo pompous a title ; 
and whofe inhabitants, continually annoyed by the 
Portuguefe, found themfelves at laft under a neceffity 
of removing nearer to the Paraguay, where they 
|>uilt a new town under the l^me nan^e with that 
they had deferted, and with as little reafop *• It ha3 
however thriven the better for it's inhabitants not 
depending any longer on ima^nary mines, which 
hindered them from taking for their fubfiftence furer 
^nd more confiftent meafures. 

5 f t js 9QW ^Qimoiily called h ViUa. 
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Pearls were found for fome time in a little lake 
^t a fmall diftance from the ipot, where the city of 
3anta-Fe originally ftood; and the author of the 
Argentina fpeaks of them with his ufual emphafis i 
in fpite of which, however, they were foon forgot* 
At lafl, 9 Spaniard, who ha^ been taken in his 
infancy by the Abipones, obferving on his return 
home, that the wom^p were very fond of fach things^ 
related that the Indians, among whom he had lived, 
very often found them in their nets, when fifhing 
in the above lake, but threw them back into 
the water as things of no value ; and upon this, 
proper perfons were difpatched to examine, on 
the (pot, %hc truth of his report, which they found 
to be exaft. It is very probable however, that either 
the fifhery was not abundant, or the pearls not clear 
^ougH to quit cpft I for I could never difcover that 
they made any part of the commerce of Buenos 
Ayres, or enriched the inhabitants of Santa* Fe. 

I HAVig feen a manu&ript, that I think may be 
depended upon, which affirms, that in the city of 
the AiTumption, capital of the j>rovincc of Paraguay^ 
the ladies adorn themfelves with jewels, which are 
pretty common in that country. But the author 
does not inform us, what kind of jewels. they are* | 
and I have npt been able to difcover any more cont 
perning them in any other writer. Father Anthony 
Sepp, a German jefuit, who Ipent many years in the 
iniflions of Paraguay, and has left us fome letters ia 
his native ton^e, that have been fince tranilated intQ 
Latin, made bkewife a difcovery, ivhich, if what he 
ipund had been more common, might have been very 
iifefui in this part of America. Happening one day 
to take notice of a very h;u:d ftone, which the Indians 
fall Itapana, bec^ufe it is full of little b|acH ipots i 

he 
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he found, on throwing it into a very fierce fire, that 
thcfe fpots were very good iron; but thefe ftones 
are very fcarce. Mines of this ufeful metal have 
been difcovercd in other parts of the country, but fo 
poor, that the inhabitants are obliged to procure 
from other places almofl all the iron they make 
ufe of. 

In the yaft^ plains, which extend from Buenos 
Ayres to Chili, and a great way to the fouth, fomo 
Jiorfes and horned cattle, that the Spaniards left be- 
hind them in the fields, on their evacuating that 
town a little after it's foundation, multiplied to fuch 
a degree, that, fo early as the year 1628, a very 
good horfe might be purchafed for two needles, and 
an ox in proportion. Now indeed, thcfe creatures 
are only to be found in pretty diftant places. It is 
however but thirty years ago, that no fliip left Bue-» 
nos Ayres without forty or fifty thouland ox hides,^ 
and that number is not to be obtained without killing 
at leaft eighty thoufand beafts, as no fkins, but fuch 
as are ftatutable, or the fkins of bulls, and of a 
certain meafure, are allowable in trade. There are . 
~ befidcs huntfmen, who, of all the oxen they kill, 
carry off nothing but the tongues and the tallow, 
which in this country ferves for butter, lard, and 
oil. 

But this, after all, is not fufficient to give a 
juft idea of the multiplication of thefe ufeful aninaals 
in Paraguay j for the dogs, of which great numberis 
are likewife turned wild, the tygers and the lions, 
dcflxoy more of them than can be well imagined. 
It is even faid, that the lions don*t wait as the tygers 
• do 'till hunger pinches them, to hunt down the 
. oxen, but often attack them merely for the fake of 
diverfion ; and that they have been fcen to kill tea 
t)r twelve at a time, and touch but one. The dogs^ 
however are the greateft enemies of thefe animals. 
|t 1$ liQ^f more than twenty years^ fince. the pr?ce of 
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taUo\y and hides rofe feVerity per cent, at Buenos 
Ayrcs ; and if ever this wild breed of homed cattle 
becomes extinft in the country, it mutt chiefly be 
attributed to the conftant war the dogs make upon 
them, and which they will as certainly continue 
againfb the inhabitants, when they can find no more 
beafts to prey upon. But what is moft lurprifing, 
there is no opening the eyes of the common people 
of Buenos Ayres on this occafion ; for a governor of 
the province having once fent fome foldiers on an , 
expedition againft thefe troublefome animals, the 
poor men met with no other welcome at their re- 
turn but fbouts of derifion and contempt, joined to 
the title of dog-killers, for which reafon not one 
cf them could ever fince be prevailed upon to go 
upon the Ikme errand. 

The manner in which they hunt the horned 
cattle, and for which they have no other name but 
that of Matanfa, or Butchery, is pretty fingular. 
A number of huntfmen gather together, and repair 
on horfeback to fome great plain, entirely covered 
with thele animals. They then feparatCj and with 
a kind of hatchet, whofe edge refetnbles a crefcent» 
lay about them with all their might, aiming at the 
hind legs of the animals in order to hamftring them : 
for this once effected, the animal falls to the ground 
without being able to rife again, fo that the huntfmen 
may continue their game, 'till of many hundreds 
they have pot left a fingle beaft (landing ; and fome 
people pretend, that a good hand will in this manner 
difable eight hundred oxen in an hour; but this 
account appears rather exaggerated. In the con- 
fternation, which at firft feizes thefe animals, they 
crowd together in fuch confufion as to impede each 
other's, flight, and thereby afford the huntfmen an 
opportunity of taking from time to time a little.reft 
and rcireihment. At laft, after fome days fpent in 
this noknt cxcrcifc, they return the fame way they 

came. 
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came, find their oxen where they left them, difpatch 
them at their leifure, and carry off as much of themi 
as they can. 

Wb may well imagine, that the great number of 
carcailes thcfe huntfmen leave behind them. Would,- 
if pcirmitted to rot, caufe an infedbion in the air^ 
which might be attended with very difagreeable 
coniequences ; but clouds of Vultures*, as large 
as eagles, and other birds of prey, fbon fall upon 
them, fo that in a few days nothing remains but 
the bare bones. The horfes are taken with noofes, 
and as they are born and bred wild, and of Spanifh 
origin, are very handibme and fwift-footed. The 
Indians, however, who are atfo very nimble, con-^ 
trive to turn them towards places where they know 
they muft mtet with obftacles to ftop their flight ; 
and as loon as they get within reach of them, call 
lioofes about their legs, leap upon them without any 
ilirther ceremony, and have foon tamed them. 
There are a great many mules in Paraguay, and they 
iriuft be very ufeful in a country where there are 
few beaten roads, a great deal of up-and-down hill^ 
and here and there a great many bad fteps. 

Bu T the greateft riches of both the Spaniards and 
the Indians of this province, thofe Indians efpe- 
cially whom the jefults have formed into towns oi: 
villages, formerly confided, and in regard to many 
of them ftill confift, in the Herb of Paraguay. It is 
faid, that the fale of this vegetable was at firft fo 
confiderable, and enriched fo many perfons, that 
thofe, who before were reduced to the bare necef- 
faries of life, foon faw themfelves in poflefllon of 
ample fortunes. But as luxury, like fire, is always 
upon the increafe, and not to be ftopt as long as 
it finds materials to feed upon, the Spaniards, to 
fupport it, were obliged to have recourfc to the 

Indians, 
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Indians, who had voluntarily fubmitted to lhem» 
or had been reduced by the fuperbr force of arms ^ 
at firft they made fervants <^ them, but foon after 
began to confider them as flaves. And as they had 
no mercy for thefc unhappy creatures, many of them 
perifhed under a fpecies of drudgery they were not 
acaiftomed to, and the bad ufage with which their 
cruel caik-mafters punifhed their wafte of itrength^ 
rather than their want ^of will ; others made their 
dcape, and became moft irreconcileable enemies 
to the Spaniards, many of whom by this means funk 
back into their former indigence, without learning 
thereby to become more laborious. Luxury had 
multiplied their wants, fo that the herb of Paraguay 
alone was no longer fufficient to content them, as it 
formerly ufed to do; and though it were, many 
were too poor to purchafe any, as the extraordinary 
confumpdon of it had confiderably enhanced it's 
vahie. 

This herb, fo famous in South- America and 
Spain, is but very httle known in France. Though 
called an herb, it is the leaf of a tree of the fize of 
a middling apple-tree. In tafte it ereatly relembles 
that of mallows, and in figure, ^en ftill grown^ 
that of the orange-tree. It has likewife fome rt^ 
femblance to the Coca of Peru, but is more efteemed, 
even in Peru, where it is fent in great quantities, 
eipecially into the mountains, and wherever there 
is any mining going forward, the Peruvian Spa* 
niards finding it the more neceflary, as the ule of 
wine in their country is attended with very bad con>« 
fequences. It is fent there well dried, and in a manner 
reduced to powder ; but in preparing it, they don'6 
permit it to remain long in the water, as it would 
then give an infufion as black as ink« They diftin* 
^iih two ipecies of it, though both are but one 
and the fame leaf. The firft is called Caa, or Caami* 
ni i and the fecond Caacuys, or Ycrva de Palos ; but 
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F^her dfel Techo ^retends^ that it'sNgerierical namtr 
IS Gaa, and diftinguiflies three diflFerenc Ipecies of iti 
under the names of Caa<;uysi, Caamini, and Gaa- 
guazu. 

According to this author, who fpent grfeat part 
of his life in Paraguay, the Caacuys is the firft bud 
that has fcarce begun to open it's leaves ; the Caa- 
mini is the full-grown leaf^ ftript of it's ribs before 
roafling ; and the Caaguazu, or Palos, that roafted 
without any fuch preparation. The roafted leaves 
are kept in holes made under-ground, and lined 
with cow-lkins. The Caacuys will not beartranf- 
portation, nor does it keep as long as the two other 
kinds, which are fent in great <juantities to Tucuman, 
Peru, and Sp^n. It is even certain, that this herb 
has on the Ipot where it grows, a bitternefs, that 
confiderably increafes both it's price and it's virtues, 
and is not to be perceived any where elfe. Td 
prepare the Caacuys, they throw into boiling water 
the leaf pulverized and afterwards reduced into 
a pafte* As faft as this pafte diflblves, whatever 
earth might have remdned in it, rifes to th6 
top of the water, and is Ikimmed off. The 
Fatcr is then ftrained through a cloth, and after 
being left to fettle a little, is fucked up through tL 
pipe. They very feldom put any fugar into it, but 
only a little lemon juice, or certain very fweet 
fcented paftils. When taken by way of vomit, it 
is made weaker, and permitted to grow luke-warm. 

The chief manufadure of this herb is at la Villa, 
or the New Villarica, which, lies n6ar the mountains 
of Maracayu, fituated to the eaft of the Paraguay in 
about twenty -five degrees twenty-five minutes fouth 
latitude, this being the diftridt of the whole 
country, in which the Caa-tree thrived beft ; but it 
does not grow on the mountains, but in the marfhjr 
bottoms between them* They fometimes fend to 
Peru alone, no lefs than one hundred thoufand arrobes, 
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each of twenty-five pounds of fixtecn btinces *, and' 
the arrobe is worth fcven crowns of t)ur money f.' 
The Caacuy sy however, has no fixed price, and the 
Caamini fells for twice as much as the Palos. The 
Indians - eftabliflied in the diftri6ts of Uruguay and 
Pararta, under the conduit of the jefuits, hdve planted 
fome feeds of this tree, which they brought withf 
them from Maracsiyu, and the trees produced frotiv 
thefe feeds have very little, if at all, degencfated* 
But the new Chriftians make none of the- firft kind^ 
keep the Caamini for their own ufe, and fell (Jic 
Palos to pay their tribute, and purchafe other com- 
modities they-ftand in need of. The Caa feeds 
refemble thofc of the ivy. \ "--^-^ 

Th e Spaniards pretend, that tney poflefs in this 
herb a remedy or a prefervative againft all their 
dilbrders. We cannot, indeed, refufe it the honour* 
' of being very opening and diuretic* It is faid,- 
that Ibme peribns having at firfl: taken it to exccfe,* 
it entirely deprived them of the ufe of their fertfes foi*- 
feveral days ; but what is moft furprizing in this 
herb, is that it often produces quite contrary eflfcfts^ 
as that, for example, of purging and nourifliing, oP 
giving fleep to the reftlefs, and Ipirits to the drowsy/ 
Thofe, who have once contrafted the habit of taking;* 
this herb, find it a very difficult matter to leave it 
off, or even ufe it but moderately, though, when' 
taken to excefs, it not only brings on drunkennefe,* 
but moft of thofe diforders, with which the too free 
ufe of the ftrongeft liquors is attended. - 

Almost every forcft of this country abbunds 
with bees, which make their hives in the hollows 
of trees* There are here ten different fpecies of 
thefe ufeful infcfts. That moft efteemed for the' 
whitenefs of if s wax, and the delicacy of. it's honey,- 

Vot. I. C it 
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is xralled Opemus, but it is very fcarcc. The Cotton- 
tree is a native of the country, and grows in thickets^ 
like what I faw in Louifiana. It bears the very firft 
year, but muft be pruned like the vine. It flower* 
ill December and January *, and it's -flower, which 
refembles the yellow tulip, fades and withers away 
three days after blowing. The pod contained in the. 
^wer is quite ripe in February, and yields a wool, 
which is not only very white, but very good in every 
other rtGpcQt. The Indians I ipoke of, began to 
low hcmp^feed 5 but having found it a troublefomc 
taflc to prepare it for fpinning, moft of them aban« 
doned the entcrprife. The Spaniards have, on this 
occafipn, (hewed more confliancy than the Indians, 
and noake'uie of hemp in pretty large quantities. 

Besides maiz, manioc, and potatoes, which 
thrive very well in feveral places,, and in which the 
food of tbofe Indians, who cultivated the earthy 
chiefly confifted, there are in this country many fruits 
auid fimpies, not known in Europe: I fhall name 
and defcribe fome of them, as occafion ofiers. There 
are Ibme fruits in particular, of which the Spaniards 
make excellent fweet-meats. Some have planted 
vines here, which don't thrive equally in every di- 
^i& ; but a great dtal of wine is made at Rioja and 
Corduba, two towns of Tucuman. That of Cordu- 
ba is greafy, ftrong and heady. That of Ric^a has 
none of thefe faults ; but at Mendoza, a town in the 
government pf Chili, and fituated in the Cordillie^ 
,ra, at about twenty-five leagues from Corduba, 
they make a wine very lijtle inferior to that of 
Spain. Wheat has been fbwn in ipme places ; hut 
it is fddoni made ufe of but for cakes and other 
things of that kind. There are every-whcre veno- 
mous herbs, with which {ome Indians poilbn their ar* 

rows i 
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rowsi but the antidotes are equally common j aad 
among others the herb called fparrow's'berbj which 
forms pretty large bufhcs, and was difcovered and 
obtained it's name, in the following manner. 

Among the different kinds of Ip^rrows fouiid in 
thefe provinces, moft of which arfe of the fizc of our 
black-birds, there is a very pretty one, called ma^ 
tagua. This little creature is very fond of the flefh 
of vipers, againft whom, for this reafon, he wages a 
continual war. As foon therefore as he fpics one of 
thefe reptiles, he whips his head under his wing^ and 
gathers himfelf up inta a round ball, without th^ 
leaft appearance of life or motion j he docs not how«* 
ever cover his eyes fq entirely, but what he may peep 
thro' the feathers of his wing, and obferve the mo-^ 
tions of his game, which he fuffcrs to approach v/ith-» 
out ftirring, 'till he finds it near enough to receive a 
ftroke of his bill, which he then fuddenly difchargcs^ 
at it. The viper immediately returns the compli- 
ment with another of his tongue ; but the minute, 
the fparrow finds himfelf wounded, he flies to his 
herb, eats fome of it, and is inftantly cured. He thea 
returns to the charge, and has recourfe to his herb, 
every time the viper ftings him. This conflid lafta. 
*till the viper, deftitute of the fame refource *, has 
loft all his blood. As foon as the reptile is dcadt^ 
thd fparrow falls to work upon the carcafs, and con- 
cludes the fcaft with a new dofe of his antidote. 

There are few countries which breed fo great 
a number, and fo many different fpccies of fcrpcntSr 
and fuch other reptiles j but there are a great many^ 
of theiA no way poifonous, or whofe poifort is no way, 
dangerous. The Indians know thefe innocent th(/ 
frightful reptiles, take them up aliv« in their hands^ 
and make girdles of them, without any bad cpn-. 
fcquence. There are fome of thefe creattjrcs twenty-, 
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two feet long, and proportionably thick, that fwair 
low whole ftags, if we may believe fome Spaniards, 
who aflure us they have been eye-witnefles to their 
feats this way. The Indians fay, that thefe monftersi 
engender at the rnouth, and that the young ones teai: 
their way into the world thro' the fides of their mo- 
thers, after which; the ftrongeft devour the weakeftr 
And were it not for this difpofition of Providence, 
father Anthony Ruiz de Montoya, who feems to cre- 
dit this account, obferves, that it would be impofli- 
ble to ffrr out of doors without meeting with thefe 
terrible animals. Among thofe who are oviparous, 
there are fome that lay very large eggs, and make ufc 
of incubation to hatch them. 

The rattle-fnake, fo common in feveral provinces 
of North- America, is no- where perhaps more fo thanL 
in Paraguay. It has been obferved in this country, that 
this reptile fuffers greatly when it's gums are too much 
diftended with venom ; and ' that, to get rid of thi$ 
venom, it falls upon everything in it's way, with two 
trooke'd fangs, pretty large at their root, but ter- 
minating in a point, and by means of a hollow m 
thefe fangs, pours into the wound it makes all the 
humour that tormented it. The efFe6ts of the bite of 
this, and many other ipecies of ferpents and fnakes, 
are very fudden : fometimes the blood ifTues violent- 
ly at the eyes, nofe, ears, gums, and roots of the, 
nails ; but there are antidotes to be found every- 
where againft this poifon. The mod fuccefsful are a 
ftone, to which they have given the name of St Paul^ 
bezoard, and a poultice of chewed garlick. The very 
head of the animal, and it*s liver, which is likewife* 
eaten to purify the blood, are equally efficacious:' 
the fureft method, however, is to begin by making, 
an incifion direftly in the part that has been ftung, 
and then apply brimftone to it. Nay, this drug, 
alwc has been often found to make a perfect cure. • * 
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Th ere are here likewifc fome hunting ferpents, 
which climb up the trees to difcover their prey, and 
from thence dart upOn it when within reach, fquceze 
it fo tight, that it cannot ftir, and then devour ij; 
alive at their leifure. But when they have eat up 
whole carcafles, they become fo heavy as pot to be 
able to move, and, as they fometimes have npt a fuf* 
ficicnt degree of natural heat to digeft fuchenprmpus 
meals, would inevitably become the viftims of their 
own voracity, did not nature fugged to them a ,re- 
medy, which reafon certainly would never permit 
them to employ. On this occafion the monfter turns 
up his belly to the fun, whofc heat makes it putrify ; 
the worms then breed in it, and the birds, coming to 
\hcir ^ftance, feed upon a fuperflpity, which other- 
wife would moft certainly kill him : the patient takes 
care not to let the birds go too great lengths, and 
in a fliort time, after this extraordinary operation* 
finds himfelf as well as even But it often happens, 
they fay, that the (kin of the ferpent clofes upon the 
branches of trees upon which he has beeji in too great 
hade to ftation himfelf j this is a Icrape, out of which 
he muft find it a much more difficult fpatter to extri^ 
catc himfelf than the former. 

Many of thefe reptiles live upon fifh; and father 
Montoya, from whom I have taken almoft all thefc 
particulars, informs us, that he one day happened to 
fpy a huge fn^kc, whole head was as big as a calPs, 
filhing on the. banks of a river : the firft thing the 
moftfter did, was to difcharge by it's mouth a great 
quantity of foam into the river ; he then thruft his 
head into the water^ and kept it very quiet, *till a 
great pi any fmall filhes, a^ttrafted by the foam, had 
gathered about it; when fuddenly opening his jaws, 
he laid about him, and fwallowed iii great numbers 
all thpfe that were unhappy enough to lie 'within his 
reach. Another time, the fame author aflqres us, h(? 
fyvr an Indian of the tallcrf ftature, who happened to 
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be fiftiing up to his middle in water, fwallowcd alive 
by. a huge ihake, which the next day vomited his 
ptey afliore quite whole, all to the bones which were 
Imafhed to pieces, as if they had been bruifed be- 
tween two mill-flones. 

This monftroiis fpecies of reptiles never quit the 
Water ^ and in the rapids, which are pretty common 
in the Parana, they are often feen fwimming with a 
huge tail, and their head, which is likewife very 
large, above water, The Indians fay, that they en- 
gender in the fame manner with land -animals, and 
that the males often attack women, as it is pretended 
monkeys do in feme countries. One thing however 
is certain, and that is, that father Montoya was one 
day called upon to hear the confeflion of an Indian 
woman, whom, while fhe was wafliing fome linnep 
on the banks of a river, one of thefe animals at- 
tacked, and, as fhe faid, offered violence to her : the 
tnifTionary found her ftretched on the very fpot, where 
fhe faid the thing had happened-, fhe told him fhe wa$ 
fure fhe had but a few pnnutes to live, and in fa6t ex- 
pired,almofl as fc^on &s fhe had fipifliedher confeffion, 

Th e rivers and great lakes, which ne^^er dry up^ 
are full of caymans or crocodiles, from ten to twelve 
feet long, I'here are a prodigious number of them,, 
particularly in the Pilco Mayo, the greatefl river ia. 
Chaco, where they are called yacaras. When thefe 
monflers have made a hearty meal of fifh, they coi?ie 
pn fhore, and lie op their backs, that the heat of the 
fun may help them to digeft it, Tho* their fcales are 
very hard and thick let, the Spaniards find means to 
kill them with their fire-arms , but the Indians hav^ 
di, pretty Angular method of taking then> in the water. 
Tncy make fafl one end of a rope to a^tree, aiyi to the 
other end of the rope tie a ftick pointcci at both end3> 
then, as foon as they fpy a cayman, they throw the 
ilick into his mouth, which is always open \ but ai 
the aniqiial hi^s no tongue:^ pr it's tpngi^c is exceeding* 

ly 
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JI7 finall) the ftick, by diftending his diroat, makes 
way for a great deal of water, and the more die 
cayman endeavours to get rid of it, the deeper it 
enters, to that he is foon fudbcaced ; the Indians 
then pull him afiiore, by means of the rope to 
which the ftick is faftencd. 

Th £ cayman has under the paws of his fore-feet 
bags full of a fubfl:ance, whde fcent is fo very ftrong, 
that h immediately a!cends to the brain ; but when 
dried in the fun, it becomes mild like mufk. The 
female, they pretend, lays upwards of twenty eggs 
at a dme, but the male breaks a great many or them 
with his claws ; and as fhe buries them in the &nd, 
the rive«, when they overflow^ fweep away great 
part of what remain. It is faid, that when the teeth 
of this animal are grown foxA with the fifii he has de- 
voured, a litde fparrow comes to clean them ; but 
diat another very often, as ibon as he lees the mon'^ 
fter prepare for this operation by diftending his jaws, 
innriediately ruflies into his ftomach, in order to prey 
upon his entnuls. Allowing the faft to be true, now 
does this little invader get out again ? Herrera pre- 
tends, *that the caymans of Rio de la Plata don't at- 
tack men ; I have however heard the contrary from 
travellers, who related, as eye-witneffes, fcveral tra- 
gical hiftories in fupport of their aflertiohs. Perhaps 
tho* they might have miftaken fharks for caymans, 
for it is certain that this great river fwarms with 
Aarks much larger than thofe of other rivers ; and 
that they lie in wait for the oxen that come to drink 
k's waters, fcize them by the muzzle, and llifle 
-cfacm. 

In feme parts of this country, there are catnekons 
from five to fix feet long, that carry their young 
OMS about with them, and always keep their mouths 
.open on that fide from whence the wind blows. They 
2ure a very mild but very ftupid animal. The numkeys 
liere are in fize aloicA^ual to the human ijpecies, 
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ji^ye great beards, and very long tails. They Icfeaig 
jn a frightful tnanner when wounded by an arrow^ 
j)luck it ^out, and hurl it back at the aggreflbi;, 
;J[^oxes are very common in fome provinces : there ar^ 
,fome i>ear;Bu^nQs Ayres, which greatly refemblf 
hares, and whofe fur is very fine, and beautifully va^ 
cicgated. Nothing can be prettier than this animal, 
which i§ befide§;of fo friendly, a nature, that he come$ 
put of the woods to fa\yn upon travellers 5 but it is 
proper to be upon one's guard againfl him, fqr when 
you think leaft of it, he difcharges his urine, the 
ftench of which is not to be equalled, and which i$ 
•befides pf fo penetrating a quality, that no fcowring 
can get it out of any thing ic falls upon, fo that whatr 
ever has been once infefted by it, is. fjt for nothing 
but' the fire. There are two fpecies of tatares^ or 
rackoons*, one fpecies are as tall as a pig of fix 
months, have in the belly a kind of nacre or fhell, 
and another in the region of the kidneys. The twQ 
fore-paws ferve it for hands, and every paw has five 
fingers. There are likewife two fpecies of rabbets^ 
which the Spaniards call apercos ; they have little or 
no tail, filvcr-grey hair, and their flefli is very deli-s 
cate eating. Another ki^d of rabbet has fo fmall 
a mouth, that a pifmire can fc^rce enter it. 

Lions and tyger3 are every where common, fincc 
the horned cattle, Spanifh horfes, and hogs have mul- 
tiplied to fuch a degree. The liops are much fmal- 
ler and lefs fierce by a great deal than thofe of Africa, 
but the tigers are no where larger or more furious. 
The Indians, however, have difcovered a certain 
method of driving away thefe animals. As they, 
s^re very light and niinble, the minute they fpy 
one making towards them, if they have no arms ta 
ijefend themfelves, they hurry up into a tree ; the 
minimal, unable to purfue his prey, furvcys him with 
jgrcedy eyes from the bottoin of his afylum, and. 
Vould tl^crc remain, it is .probable, lopg enoygh, to, 

oblige 
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oblige him to furrender at difcretion, or let himfclf 
fall to the ground thro' weaknefs, had it not been 
happily difeovered, that this animal cannot bear the 
fmcU of human urine ; the Indian takes advantage of 
this difcovery, and the tyger immediately flie3 to a^ 
fufficient diftance, to give him an opportunity of 
making his efcape. Thofe among the Indians, who 
make ufe of fire-arms, are ftill l^fs at a lofs on thefe 
occafions, for their aim is fo good, that they have 
often been fcen to Ihoo^ tygers dead while making a 
ipriog at them. 

* Th e y diftinguiih three kinds of deer, in thefe pro- 
vince$ ; Ibme are almoft as tall as an ox, and nave 
very branchy horns ; they are moft commonly to be 
foui)d in marihy places. Others arc larger than goats, 
and feed in the plains. The third fpecies are fcarcc 
bigger than a kid of fix months. There is little or 
no difference between the fliamoys of Paraguay and 
ours. The wifd-h^rs here have the navel, or per*- 
Ji^ps a kind of vent, upon the back. Their flcfli is 
delipate, and fo very wholefome, that the fick are per^ 
mitted to make ufe of it. The plains of Chaco arc 
covered with flocks of black, red, and white goats^ 
but the white are to be met with no where but on the 
banks of th^ Pilco Mayo* Both deer and fhamoys al- 
ways feed in flocks, like the ftieep of Europe. 

Another animal, pretty common in this part of 
America, is a kind of buffalo, called anta. It is of 
the fize of an afs, which it likewife greatly refembles 
in fliape, all to it's having very fliort ears But what 
&rves nK>fl: to diftinguifli this animal, is a kind of 
trunk, which he extends and contrafts at plca- 
fure, and by which, it is thought, he likewifo 
breathes; Each of his feet has three nails, to which 
they afcribe a fovereign virtue againfl: all manner 
of ^ifons, efpecially to thofe of the left fore -foot, 
upon which he lies down as pften as he finds himfelf 
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Ijidiipofed *. He makes uie of his two forc-fect m 
tbe iame manner with monkeys and beavers, and 
with equal facility. In his belly are found bezoard- 
ftones, which are iield in great efteem. In the day- 
time he brouzes upon the grkfs, and by night eal^ 
ii kind pf clay which he finds in the marlhes, where 
iie retires at fun-fet: The fleih of this animal is 
very wholeibme, and differs from beef in nothing but 
being more light and delicate. His Ikin is (o Stoaty 
.that when well dried, they pretend it is piuflcet 
Ihot proof; for which reafon the Spaniards, when 
tfacy can get any, make (kuU-caps and cuiraffes of it. 
They hunt the anta in the night-time, and it is an 
.exercijle attended with very little trouble. The 
buntfmen rep^r to the places where thefe animals 
^nerally afTemUe togeti^r at night-fall, and on their 
lip^oach ifiue <H]t to meet them with lighted torches, 
which &> dazzle and ftagger the poor creatures, that 
they tumble one over another to the ground. The 
huntfmen then fkc upon them, and feldom mifs a 
&ot V fo that at the return of day, they are fure to 
find great numbers of them dead or grievoufly 
;wounded. 

All kinds of volatiles fwarm in almoft every part 
of this country, and of geefe alone they reckon in it 
fix different fpecies. The ravens here are white ; 
the farrows of a gold colour ; and the fatrUges as 
large as hens, and in fuch plenty, efpecially in the 
vaft plains that lie between Buenos Ayres and Tucu- 
man, that travellers take them, like fifli, with a line, 
ixdthout being obliged to alight from their horfes cc 
carriages. Oftricbes andfea-welves are likewife very 
common in fome placed. AnK>ng the fi(h found in 

the 

. ^ Me^ioires it Trevoox, 06lefaer« i7;i» J>ag*2i94. It it 
not faid that this animal is fiibje£k to ^ ept)e^y» or t)iac ht 
ovr^s himfelf when attacked by it, by rubbing his ear with his 
left hoof, as it is faid the original or elk of Canada does» whom 
the iinta greatly refembles in other refpc^. 
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the rivers md kkes* there is one whidi differs in 
nothing fl-om a hog, but that it has no t^e^h ; and a 
tvater-dog or cams iupcaficusy which barks like the 
land dogs of Europe. A mifiionary one day ipyed 
one of thefe animals, on the banks of a river, where 
having been wounded with an arrow, he fell a bark- 
ing with all his might, 'till feveral others immediate'> 
ly came to his afilftance, and traa^rted him to the 
joppofite fliorc. 

g SucHisin g^netal this great country, efteem* 
5 * * ed by numbers of people one of the richeft 
in the New World. It wais firft difcovered in 1516^ 
by John de Solis, great pilot of Caiibile, and that by' 
mere accident. Solis had failed from Spain ^ con- 
tinue the difcovery of Brazil, begun in the year 1 500, 
by Vincent Yannes Pinfon, who had accompanied 
C<dumbus in his firft voyage, and two ninths before 
the Fortuguefe had the leaft knowledge of it. The 
firft of January^ 1516,^ he entered a port fanned 
by the difcharge of a river, which he called Rh Ge- 
nero *, and took pofleffion of it for the Crown of 
Caftile, as Pinfon had done fixteen years before, at 
Cape St Auguftin, which he called the Cape of Con- 
foladon. Solis then continued to range the coaft, 
and on turning it tp the right, found himfelf in a 
bay at the mouth of a. great river, to which he gave 
his n^me •, but he did not think proper to venture 
j^s ye&l a great way up it, as he found it to be full 
pfrocks> fhoals, and &nd-banks ; being loth how- 
ever tQ return home without fome knowledge of the 
river, h^ fet out in his long-boat, and after ranging for 
iaxW' tim^ the wefterii coadO:, difcovered fome Indiana, 
who ieemed to invite him aihore, by laying at their 
^t every thing they had» and, as it were, to ofier them 
fohiip. 

Deceived 

* ' ♦ That is t<) fay, Janoirj Riy^r. Tbe Portngocft call k Rk 
y^mtyro, 'widen fignifics the fame thing in their lasgaa^e. 
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- Deceived by thcfe ambiguous demonftra- 
^^^ ' tions, he landed without any precaution, and 
with very few men, tho' refolved, it is faid, to carrv 
off fome of the natives, and bring them to Spain witK 
:him. He did not even confider, that, in proportion 
M hfs advanced, thefe barbarians retired towards ^ 
:wQod,, where they at laft buried themfelves, and he 
jfojiowed tlicm alone in a manner. But he had fcafce 
entered it, when a volley of arrows, difchargedbypeo^ 
{>le.he could not fee, killed him and all his attendants. 
The Indians then made a great fire without the wood, 
and fti^pping the dead carcaiTes, roafted and eat them 
m fight of thofe who had remained in the boat, or 
iad t^en. refuge in it, and who had now no other 
Gourfe to take but to return to Spain. Such was the 
miferable end of a man who pafTed for one of the 
ableft navigators of his time ; but who, according tQ 
Herrera, was not endowed with all the prudence re- 
quifite to inlure the fuccefs of an enterprife like thai; 
he was charged with. 

^ The fate of fome Portugueze, who a few 

5 ' 5- years after penetrated into Paraguay by 
way of Brazil, was equally lamentable. On the reports, 
that now began to fill Europe, of the immenfe riches 
found by the Spaniards in Peru, Don Martin de So-^ 
fa. Governor and Captain-General of Brazil, refolved, 
if poffible, to (hare their good fortune with them^ 
and diipatched Alexis de Garcia, a man on whofe 
courage, good fcnfe, and fidelity, he could rely, on a 
journey over land to that diftant country, in order 
to procure the intelligence requifite for putting his 
defign in execution. Garcia took no company with 
him but his fon, and three other Portugueze, with 
whom however he reached the Paragq^y. Jiere he 
met a great number of Indians, and engaged, it is 
faid, a thoufend of them to follow him ; he then 
crofled the river, and penetrated to the frontiers of 
Peru, where he pickt up fome gold, and ^ great 

deal 
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deal of filver. On his return therefore to that part 
of the Paraguay, where the Indians had joined him, he 
formed a defign of making a fettlement there^ 
for the ufe of fuch of his countrymen as might 
be willing to take advantage of his difcoveries^ 
and with this view he fent oft' two of his fellow-ad- 
venturers with dilpatches to the Governor of Brazil^ 
fome ingots of gold and (ilver^ an account of 
his journey, and the plan he had formed, re* 
maining himfelf among the Indians, with his fon 
who was very young, and another Portuguczcj 
but his meffengers wer«^ fcarcc fct out, when the In- 
dians maflacred him and his companion, made his 
fon a flave, and took poffeffion of all his treafure; 
Nor had about 60 Portugueze, and a very large party 
jof Brazilians, who on the receipt ofGarcia's letters fet 
out to join him, under the command of George Se- 
denno, any better fuccefs. The Indians on the road 
not only xefufed to aflift them with provifions, but' 
did all that lay in their power to ci^t off their re- 
treat, and accordingly fe,ll upon them one day to un-* 
cxpeftedly from behind the woods, that after Jofing 
their commander, and feveral men; they were obliged- 
to fly precipitately towards the Parana, where to their 
great joy they met with fome Indians who offered to 
ferry them over to the other fide, beyond the reach 
of their purfuers. But the pirogues were fcarce half 
way over, when their treacherous condudlors, who 
GQuld fwim like filhes, leaped over board, after open- 
ing fome holes, which they had ftopt fo artfully that 
the Portugueze had not before perceived them ; fo 
that of thcfe unhappy ail venturers, not one maa 
cfcaped to relate the misfortune of the reft. 

One would imagine, that neither the Spa- 
^ ^* niards nor the Portugueze could have any 
temptation to fettle in a country, of which they had- 
no knowledge, but what was acquired by fuch \ tra- 
gical events ; and it is certain, that they firft thought 

of 
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of nothing lefs than n;iaking any ufe of Solis's diico- 
vdry, when they received fbme news which filled 
them with lM>pes, tho* built on yery flender fbunda- 
tionS) of drawing greater riches out of Paraguay than 
any other part of A merica. Sebaftian Gabot^ or Ga-^ 
bato, a Venetian, who in 1496 difcovered Newfound-* 
land, and part of the adjacent continent, for H*n- 
ry VII, finding himfelf negleded by the £ngli(h, at 
that time too much taken up with domeftic afiairs^ 
to think of any cftablifhments in the New World, 
pailed over into Spain, where the reputation he had 
acquired of being a very able navigator *, procured 
him the poft of great Pilot of Caftile. The famous 
Ihip, csiHtd the Viifoty^ the only veflcl of Magellan's 
£)uadron which returned to Spain, and the firft which 
failed round the world, had lately brought home fpi- 
CQS and other precious commodities from the Mo^ 
lucca Iflands, and tfans fuccefs induced Ibme mer- 
chants of Seville to engage Gabot to attempt the 
lame voyage with a fleet, which they refolved to fit 
out at their own expence. As Gabot however 
did not chuie to a£t merely as a fervant to ^ trad- 
ing company, he thought proper to provide himfelf 
with a commiffion from the Emperor, and having 
repwed to Madrid for that purpoie, he there entered 
Into a treaty with Charles V, and it was figned the 
4th of March 1525, 

Thb fubffctnce of it was t, that Gabot 
^5'^5^ Ihould havt the command of a fquadron of 
four ihips, in quality of Captain-General, and that 
Miutin Mendez, who had been treafurer to Magel** 
lan's fquadron, and came home on board the Vi&o-^ 
ry, fhould ferve under him as Lieutenant ; that he 
ihould fail thro' the newly difcovered Streights, then 
frrofs the South-Sea to the Molucca Iflands, and from, 
thence proceed pn the difcovery of Tbarjlsy Opbir^ znd 
Cipango^ which wefe then thought to be the iflands' 

* Herrera, third Decad, Book ix. Chap. ^. 
f Hcrrcra, ibid^ 


OF PARAGUAY. 31 

of Japan i that he (hould there load his ihips with- 
gold, filv^r, and the other nK)ft precious commodides 
the country afforded. It was himielf thatpropoied thit 
eicpedition to the Emperor 3 but whatever ailuranc^ 
he expreffed of being able to make g^od fuch migh* 
ty promifes, the merchants of Seville already began 
«> repent the choice they had made of him, efpecial^ 
ly as ihey ibon difcerned the feeds of a mifunde^*- 
fianding between Jiim and Mendez, on whom they 
chieffy^ depended for the fuccefs of the voyage. They 
even ordered their agent at Court to beteech the 
Emperor to name another commander, in cafe hia 
Majefty thought the fquadron might ftay long 
enough to receive one. 

This application proved ineffectual, and Gabot 

Eit to lea the firft of April 1526, after re-inforcii^ 
s fquadron with a fifth vefl^l, which a private ad^ 
venturer had freighted at his own exptncc. Herreni 
&ys, that during this voyage he did not behave ekher 
Pis an able captain, or a ikilful mariner ; that for wane 
of oeconomy he foon fell fhort of proviQons ; that he 
kept no meafures with thofe who had not the good 
fortune to be agreeable to him ^ that on his arrival^ 
without any provilions, at the Ifland of Geele *, ^ 
little way from Cape St Auguftin in Brazil, the inha-^ 
bitants received him kindly, and revi<5hialled his. 
fhips, and that he repaid their good offices with the 
Uacl^fl; ingratitude, by carrying off, in fpite of their 
parents^ fbme children of the firfl: families on the 
ifland. In fhort, that on his arrival at the entrance 
of the bay, into which the river then called Rio d$ 
SoSs dUcharg^s itielf, he refolved not to proceed any 
further^ as well becaufe he had not provifions enough 
to cany him through the Streigbts of Magellan, as 
becaufe the crews of his ihips began to mutiny ; and 
that after turning adrift on a dtfert ifland Martin 
Mendez« Fraricis de Rojas, and Michael de Uodas, 

wha 
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ivho blamed his condud in very free teriris, ht re-* 
folvcd to take an exaft furvcy of the bay in which 
he then found himfclf. 

- I lay the bay, becaufe feveral people think, that the 
mouth of the river ought not to be brought fo low as 
Cafe St Mary^ where the land begins to take a turi^ 
from South- Weft to Weft, and at Cape St Antbotrfy 
diftant from the former forty-five common fcagues 
of Spain, or the whole breadth of the bay's entrance -, 
but that we ought to abide by the opinion of thofe, 
who place it at la Puerta de la Piedra, oppolite tp 
Monte Videoy more than fifty leagues from Cape St 
Anthony. I (hall not, however, quarrel with the 
Spanif^ Geographers, who infift that Rio de la Plata 
is almoft fifty leagues broad at it's mouth. It cannot 
be denied that this river is one of the largeft in the 
known world -, but there are very few which it i.^ 
harder for (hips to enter, or where they are expofed 
to greater dangers, or more frequently loft ; for 
which reafon the failors call it the Hell of Mariners. 
But to make amends for thefe dangers, it abounds in 
fifli> cfpecially the gold-filh, which is caught in great 
plenty on the fand-banks, with which it's bottom is 
covered, and which form the principal danger. As 
foon as the water begins to grow fweet, it appears 
excellent ; at firft, indeed, if not ufed with great mo- 
deration^ it is apt to bring on (fholicks, laxes, and 
jbmetimes even bloody-fluxes ; but in lefs than a 
month people accuftom themfelves to it, fb as to have 
no more to fear from it. Befides being very whole- 
Ibme, it has the very fingular property of clearing 
the voice to iiich a degree, that one may immediately 
diftinguiih thofe who have conftantty made ule c^ it ; 
but this advantage is loft little by littk^ by thofe who 
leave it oflF. Some memoirs attribute the &me qua- 
lity to the Uruguay and moft c^ the rivers that 611 
into it. If this be true, it is probabfe that the Rio de 
la Plata derives this virtue nom the Urug;uay ^ but, 

to 
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to be fure of it, we Ihotjld know whether the firft 
of thefe rivers poflcfles this virtue above the place 
where both unite ; a point, about which my memoirs 
are quite filent 

Be that as it will, Gabot eafily overcame all thefc 

difficulties, and arrived in fafety at fome iflands, the 

higheft of them a little above Buenos Ay res, which 

he called the iflands of faint Gabriel. 1 he firft he 

fell in with is about a league round, and afforded ^ 

him good anchoring grounds Here he left his fhips; 

and, taking to his boats, entered the channel between 

the iflands and the continent to the right, and then 

the Uruguay, which he miftook for the Paraguay, as 

the Paraguay, befides its not being as broad as the 

Uruguay at their junftion, was hid from him by 

the iflands of St Gabriel to his left. Meeting with a 

litde river on the riglu, -he called it Rio defan Salva^ 

dor, built a fmall fort on the banks of it, and then 

detached fome foldiers, under the command of John 

Alvarez Ramon, up the river, which he ftill took 

for the true Rio de Solis. 

Ramon, after three days navigation, having the 
misfortune to run aground on a fand bank, was 
killed by the Indians, with fome of his people •, the 
reft efcaped by fwimming, and made the beft of 
their way back to Gabot, whom fo melancholy an 
accident determined to return to the iflands of St* 
GabricL 

Having by this time difcovered his miftake! he 
failed about thirty leagues up the Paraguay, and built 
a fort at the mouth of a river ifluing from the moun- 
tains of Tucuman, whofe Indian mine Zacaranna has 
been changed by the Spaniards into that of Rio 
Tercero. Th^ fort he called the fort ^^f the Holy 
Ghoft ; but it is better known in the accounts of his 
vojrages, by that of Gabot' s Fort, After leaving a 
garriibn in this fort, he proceeded up the river to 
the confluence of , the Paraguay and the Parana, then^ 
Vol. L D finding 
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finding himfelf between two large rivers, he entered 
that which appeared the broadell 5 which, as I have 
already obferved, is the Parana •, but, on finding it 
turn to the eaft, he returned to the confluence for 
fear of advancing too far into Brazil, and failed up 
the Paraguay, where fome Indians foon attacked 
him, killed five and twenty of his men, and took 
three prifoners; but he foon made them fmart for 
it, by killing a much greater number of theirs. 
Thefe Indians were probably the fame with thofe who 
had killed Alexis Garcia ; for we are told that Gabot 
recovered, by this blow, a great part of the efFedts 
taken from the Portugueze. As ' he knew nothing 
of Garcia's defeat, he looked upon all the gold 
and filver he took on this occafion, as the produce 
of the mines in the neighbourhood ; and no longer * 
doubted of it, when fome Indians, whoip the terror 
of his arms, or the courteoufnefeof his behaviour, had 
engaged to enter into an alliance with him, not only 
fupplied him wich plenty of provifions, but likewife 
gave him bars of filver in exchange for Spanifh goods 
of very lutle value. He, therefore, made no fcru^ 
pie of beftowing the pompous name of Rio de la 
Plaia on the Paraguay •, a name, which has proved 
a fource of miftakes to thofe who did not know the 
true origin of it. 

Just as Gabot was preparing to return to his 
fhips with the treafure he had amaflcd, there arri- 
ved in his camp a Portugueze captain, called Diego 
Garcias^ who had been fent by the captain- general 
of Brazil, to reconnoitre the country, and take pot ^ 

fcffion of it in the name of the crown of Portugal. *' 

As Garcias, on the one hand, was not ftrong ^ 

enough to execute his commiffion in fpite of the * 
Spaniards, whooi he did not expeft to meet in fuch ^ 
numbers on the banks of the Paraguay ; fo Gabot, ^ 

on the other, reflefting that he himfelf was too ^ 
wealj to prevent the Portuguefe makiog themfelve$ 

maftjEir? 
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matters of the country, in cafe they returned with 
fuperior forces, as they eafily might, thought the 
beft thing he could do, would be to engage Garcias 
by prefents, to follow him to the^ fort of the Holy 
Gh oft, from, whence, after fome days ftay, Garcias 
fet out for Brazil. 

Gabot now finding his prefence neceflary in Pa- 
raguay, inftead of returning to Spain, as he at firft 
propofed, fent off Fernand Calderon, whom he had 
appointed treafurer to his fleet in the room of 
Mender, with all the filver he had coUeded, and a 
letter for the Emperor, giving an account of every 
thing he had feen and done -, pointing out the pro- 
pereft meafifres for fecuring the country to the crown 
of Caftile -, and befeeching his Majcfty to fend him 
fufficient fuccours for that purpofe. 

Calderon and another captain, called George 
Barloque, whom Gabot had joined in commiflion 
with him, reached Spain by the beginning of the 
year 1537, and met with a very favourable reception 
from the Emperor. The fight of the filver they 
brought with them, being, it is faid, the firft brought ^ 
fix)m America to Spain, dazzled him to fuch a de- 
gree, that he not only approved of every thing Ga- 
bot had done, and granted him all his requefts, but 
ordered a grand armament to be made for that coun- 
try, at his own expence. Two years, however, hav- 
ing elapfed without Gabot's hearing any thing of 
thefe his good difpofitions, he thought it his duty to 
return to Spain, left any longer delay might give 
the Portugueze a defire, and afford them an opportu- 
nity to return to Paraguay. Having, therefore, 
named Nuno de Lara to the government of the fort 
of the Holy Ghoft, during his abfence, and left him 
one hundred and twenty men, and all the provifions 
he could amafs, he fet out to join his l^uadron, and . 
immediately put to fea. 

2 Lara 
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Lar.a, ou his fide, feeing . himfelf furrounded by 
nj^tions, from whom he could expeft nor refpeft but 
in proportion as he could command it, thought the 
beft thing h^ could do, would be to gain overthofe 
neareft to him, which were the . Timbuez -, and he 
fucceeded pretty well in the attempt. But his fuc- 
cefs foon proved fatal ro him, in a manner he little 
dreamed of. Mangora, Cacique of the Timbuez, 
happening, in. one of the frequent vifits he paid Lara, 
to fee Lucy Miranda, a Spanifli lady, and wife of 
Sebaftian Hurtado, one of the principal officers of 
the fort, became deeply enamoured with her. It 
was not long before (he perceived it ; aiid, knowing 
what Ihe had to fear from a Barbarian,* with whom 
it was fo much the commander's intereft to live upon 
good terms, fhe did all that lay in her power not to 
be feen any more by him, and to guard agauifl any 
violence or furprize. Mangora, on his fide, think- 
ing that if he could but get her to his habitation, he 
mighc difpofe of her as he pleafed, often invited 
Hurtado to come and fee him, and bring his wife 
along with him. But Hurtado as often begged to be 
excufed, alledging that he could not abfent himfelf 
from the fort, without the commander's leave ; and 
that he was lure he fhould never be able to ob- 
tain it. 

Such an anfwer as this was enough to let the Caci- 
que fee, that, to fucceed in his defigns upon the wife, 
he muft firft get rid of the hufband. While he was, 
therefore, confidering ways and means to do it, 
he got intelligence, that the hufband had been 
detached with another officer, called Ruiz Mofchera, 
4ind fifty foldiers, to collect provifions. Looking 
upon this, therefore, as a favourable opportunity, 
iince it not only removed the hufband, but weakened 
the garrifon, by which the wife might expect to be 
proteded, he polled four thoufand picked men 
iii a niarih in the neighbourhood of the tort, and 

fet 
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fct out for it, with thirty others loaded with re- 
frcfhments. On his arrival at the gates of it, he fent 
word to Lara, that, hearing how much he was in 
want of provifions, he; was come v/ith enough to 
ferve him, till the return 61' the convoy. Lara re- 
ceived the treacherous Cacique with the greateft de- 
monftrations of gratitude, and infilled upon enter- 
taining him and his followers. This was what Man- 
gora had expefted ; and, he had, accordingly, given 
his men inftruftions how to behave, and appointed fig- 
nals for thofe he had polled in the marlh. 

' The entertainment began with a great 

^ 7*^ ' deal of cheerfiilnefs on both fides, and 
lafted till the night was far advanced j when, the 
Spaniards rifing to break up, Mangora gave fomc 
t)f his attendants the fignal for d(3ing what he had 
before-hand direfted ; which was to fet fire to the 
magazines of the fort, as foon as the Spaniards Ihould 
be retired. This was accordingly done, without the 
Spaniards having the leaft fufpicion of the matter. 
The officers were fcarce compofcd to reft, when 
molt of them being alarmed by the foldiers crying 
out/rf / Jire ! and jumping out of bed to extinguilh 
it, the Indians feized the opportunity of difpatchin^ 
them. The reft were killed in their deep •, and the 
four thoufand men poftcd in the marfh, having 
been at the fame time let into the fort, it was imme- 
diately filled with flaughter and confufion. The 
governor, though wounded, having efpied the trea- 
cherous Cacique, made up to him, and ran him 
through the body ; but, being more intent upon fa- 
tisfying his revenge, than confultirig his fafety, he 
continued fo long venting his now ufelcfs fury on the 
dead body of his enemy, that the Indians had time 
to intercept his flight ; and immediately difparched 

him. 

There now remained no living foul in thd fort, 
but the unfortunate Miranda, the innocent caufe of 
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fo bloody a tragedy, four other women, and as many 
little children, who were all tied and brought before 
Siripa, brother and fucceflbr to the late Cacique. 
This Barbarian, at the fight of Miranda, conceived the 
fame paflion for her, that had proved fo fatal to his 
brother, and ordered her to be unbound, relinquifh- 
ing to his attendants all the other prifoners. He 
then told her, that (he muft not confider herfelf 
as a flave in his houfe ; and that it would ' even be 
her own fault, if fhe did not become the miftrefs of 
it ; and that he hoped ftie had fenfc enough to pre- 
fer to an indigent forlorn hufband, the head of a pow- 
erful nation, who would take pleafure in fubmitting 
to her, himfelf and all his fubjedts. Miranda might 
well expeft, that, by refufing. his offers, Ihe ihould 
cxpofe herfelf, at beft, to a perpetual and moft cruel 
flavery ; but her virtue got the better of every other 
confideration. She even gave Siripa the anfwer (he 
thought was moft likely to exalperate him, in hopes 
his love might change into fury -, and a fpeedy death 
put her innocence and honour beyond the reach of 
his brutal inclinations. 

But in this (he was greatly miftaken. Her refufals 
ferved only to increafc the etteem, Siripa had con- 
ceived for her, and heighten his paflion, which he 
ftill flattered hi'mfelf he ihould be at laft able to fa- 
tisfy. He continued, therefore, to treat her with a 
great deal of lenity, and even (hewed her more ci- 
vility and rcfpeft, than could be well expefted from 
a Barbarian. But his moderation and gentlenefs fer- 
ved only to make her more fcnfible of the dan- 
ger flie was expofed to. In the mean time, Hurtado, 
being returned with his convoy, was greatly furpri- 
zcd to behold nothing but a heap of afties, where he 
had left Gabot's tower. The firft thing he did was 
to enquire what was become of his wife ; and, being 
informed ftie was with the Cacique of the Timbuez, 
he immediately fet out to look for her, without con- 

fldering 
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fideriog what dangers he thereby fruitlefsly expoied 
himfelf to. Siripa, at the fight of a man, who was 
thefoleobjeft of all Miranda's affeftions, could no 
longer contain himfelf, but ordered him to be tied 
to a tree, and there Ihot to death with arrows. 

His attendants were preparing to obey him, when 
Miranda, drowned in tears, threw herfelf at the ty- 
rant's feet, to obtain the life of her hufband -, and, 
fuch is the power of a paflionate affeftion, it calmed 
the violent ftorm, which it had but a little before 
excited in the heart of a Barbarian. Hurtado was 
unbound ; he was even, fomctimes, permitted to fee 
his wife. But the Cacique, at the fame time he thus 
indulged them, gave them to undcrftand, that they 
muft not, on pain of death, attempt to go any fur- 
ther lengths. It is, therefore, probable, he only meant 
this indulgence as a fnare to obtain a pretext for 
recalling the conditional reprieve he had granted 
Hurtado, who foon fupplied him with one, A few 
days after, Siripa's wife came to inform him, that 
Miranda was lain down with her hufband j the Bar- 
barian immediately ran to cxamin&'the truth of the 
report with his own eyes ; and, in the firft emotion of 
his paffion, more to the fatisfadion of his wife's jea- 
lofuy, than his own, he condemned Miranda to the 
flames, and Hurtado to the kind of death he had but 
lately efcaped. The fentence was? immediately exe- 
cuted, and this faithful pair expired in fight of each 
other, full of fentiments worthy of their virtues. 

In the mean time Mofchera had made 
530-35- fQnig reparations at Gabot's fort. But, 
finding at laft, that it was to no purpofe to continue 
there, as the animofity between the Spaniards and 
Indians was now become irreconcileable, on account 
of the treachery of the latter, he embarked with the 
poor remnant of his garrifon, on board a little veflel, 
which Gabot had left behind him ; and, after falling 
down the river to the fea, ranged the coaft to the 32* 
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degree of South latitude, where, having difcovcred a 
convenient port, he built a little fort on its banks, 
and, finding the inhabitants difpofed tolivc in friend- 
ihip with him, fo-ved a fmall traft of land. But 
he had not been there long, when the governpr of 
Brazil fent to inform him, t^at, if he expefted to re- . 
main in quiet poffeflTionof his eftabliihments, hemuft 
confent to take an oath of allegiance to the king of 
Portugal, to whom all the country belonged. To this 
fummons Mofchera anfwered, that he was refolved 
to maintfiin his ground, till their refpcftive mafters 
had agreed upon a partition of the Indies. He was, 
however, very little able to keep his word, for want 
of arms and provinons. But a French Ihip having 
foon after caft anchor at the little iiland of Ca- 
naanee, oppofite his fort, he furprized her, and by 
that means fupplied himfelf with both. He then 
ereftcd a little battery, with four pieces of cannon 
he found on board his prize ; and, the Portuguefe 
being come foon after to attack him, to the amount 
of 80 OJen, fupported by an army of Brazilians, he> 
after letting them land, and even pafs unmolcfted 
through a wood, gave them fo warm a falute in 
front, while a detachment, placed in the fame wood, 
attacked them in the rear, that they immediately 
difpprfed ; and all thofe, who, after being fpared by 
the cannon, had not faved themfelves by flight, were 
put to the fword. Mofchera, not fatisfied with this 
advantage, embarked with part of his men, and 
a great number of Indians, on board the veflels that 
had brought the Portuguefe^ and fell upon the town 
of St. Vincent, where he plundered the king's ma- 
gazines. He foon perceived, however, that thefe 
fuccefles, inftead of ferving to ftrengthen his efta- 
blifliment, tended only to the ruin of it, by making 
it an objeft fo ipuch the more worthy of the atten- 
tion of I he crown of Portugal. He, therefore, very 
judiciouOy removed his colony to the ifland of St. 
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Catharine, where he flattered himfelf the Portuguefe 
would not be in fuch hafte to purfue him- Yet he 
made no long flay here. 

The court of Spain had not, in the mean time, 
loft fight of Paraguay, though the news of all the 
Spaniards, that were fettled in the country, having 
been either. killed by the Indians, or obliged to de*- 
fert it, joined to the abfence of the Emperor, threw a 
damp upon all the refolutions taken to make good 
his claims to fo defireable an acquifition. 

But the Emperor, being at laft returned to Ma- 
drid, began to think ferioufly of forming a power- 
ful fettlement on Rio de la Plata -, and the prepara- 
tions made for it greatly furpafled thofe already- 
made to eftabliih colonies in any other part of Arnc- 
rica. 

Don Pedro de Mendoza, great cup-bearer to the 
Emperor, was appointed commander in chief of the 
expedition, adelantade and governor, and captain 
general of all the countries that might be difcoVercd 
as far as the South-fea, on condition that he fhould 
tranlport there, in two voyages, one thoufand men, 
and one hundred horfes, with arms, ammunition and 
provifions for one year, thfe whole at his own expence. 
He was, indeed, permitted to make eftablilhments 
in any part, he thought proper, of the lands he might 
difcoV'er 5 and gratified with a penfion, for life, of two 
thoufand ducats, with leave; befides,tolcvy the fame 
fgm on the produce of the countries, of which he was 
appointed governor. The other conditions were, 
tnat of three fortreflTes, which he was to build at his 
own expence, he fhould be hereditary Alcalde ; and 
Alguazil major of that where he might think proper 
to fix his rejBdence ; that, after refiding in his govern- 
ment for three years, he might return to Spain, and 
name a governor to fucceed him, who, on receiving 
his comjniflion, fhould be entitled to the fame pre- 
fosatiyes he himfelf had enjoyed 5 that though, ae- 
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cording to the laws of the kingdom, the Kings, or 
Indian Caciques taken in war, were to pay 
their ranfoms into the exchequer: thefe ranfoms 
Ihould be diftributed among the governor and the 
troops, after a deduftion ofone tenth to the ufe of 
his Majefty. That, in cafe any treafures belonging 
to Caciques killed in war Ihould ffiU into the hands 
of the Spaniards, they fhould be equally divided be- 
tween his Majefty and the governor. In fine, that 
the governor Ihould take eight religious with 
him, to preach the g^pel to the natives of the 
country, and provide all the pofts with phyficians, 
furgeons, and medicines. The Emperor then char- 
ged Mendoza*s confcience with all the vexations and 
violences, which the Indians might, through his 
fault, fuffer from the Spaniards •, and declared, that 
their converfion being what he had moft at heart, 
he would fliew no mercy, to thoff , who dared to con- 
tradidt his intentions in that refpeCt. 

Orders had been already given to equip 
^^^' at Cadiz, a fleet of fourteen Ihips, andDon 
Juan Oforio, an Italian, who had diftinguifhed iiimfelf 
greatly in the wars of Italy, took upon him the com- 
mand of it, in quality of lieutenant to Mcndoza. 
Such great preparations, and the reports that had been 
fpread of the richnefs of the countries watered by the 
Rio de la Plata, attrafted fo many perfons, even of 
the higfieft nobility, that the firft armament, inftcad 
of five hundred only, the number originally propofed, 
confifted of twelve hundred men, amongft whom 
were thirty noblemen, all the eldeft fons of their 
families, and feveral Flemifh officers. In a word, no 
Spanifh colony eftablifhed in the new world can- 
boaft fo many great names among its founders ; and 
thepofterity of many of them ftill fubfifts in Para- 
guay, efpecially in tlie capital of the province of that 
name. This fleet put to fea in the month of Au- 
guft, i53Sji being in the feafon fittcft for that pur- 
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pofc, as (hips, which happen not to arrive ^ the Bay . 
of Rio de la Plata, before the end of March, run a 
great rilk of coming too late for the North and 
North-eaft winds, and being overtaken by thofe 
from the oppofite quarters, which oblige them 
to winter in Brazil. 

Mendoza's fleet, after paffing the line, was lur- 
prized and difperfed by a terrible ftorm. The fhips, 
however, commanded by his brother, Don Diego 
de Mendoza, and a few others, happily reached the 
iflands of St. Gabriel. But that ihip carrying the 
Adclantade himfelf, and all the reft, were obliged 
to take refuge in the port of Rio de Janeiro, where, 
on a bare fufpicion that Oforio intended to fupplant 
him, he very bafely procured him -to be aflaflinated. 
Though the Adelantade, it is probable, was ad- 
vifcd to this ftep by many, who were jealous of Ofo- 
ri's great nierit, or envyed him, as a ftranger, his 
high poft; a great many others were lb exafperated at 
it, that fome of them that reiblved to remain in Bra- 
zil, and others were preparing to return to Spain, 
when the Adelantade, having received notice of 
their defign, immediately put to fea, to prevent their 
carrying it into execution, and had the unmerited 
good fortune of arriving fafe at the iflands of St. 
Gabriel. Though Don Diego de Mendoza was 
greatly pleafed at feeing his brother, he wa3 fo far 
from entering into his views, in regard to Don John 
Oforio, that he exprefled the greateft concern for 
what had happened, and even made no fcruple of de- 
claring publicly, that he was greatly afraid fp unwor- 
thy an aftion would draw down a judgdment upon 
his brother and his enterprize . 

The (hips being now united between the iflands 
of St. Gabriel and the v/eftern banks of the river, 
Don Pedro, thinking the neighbourhood might afford 
a good fituation for his firft fettlement, fent Don 
Sanchez del Campo to look out for a fure and con- 
venient 
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venicnt fpot for that purpofe; and, this officer having 
found one, on a' point whii'h advances into a river to 
wards the North, before the coaft takes a turn tO' the 
Weft, Mendo^ immediately ordered the plan of a 
J^ city to be traced out there, under the name of Ntieffa 

Senora de Buenos Ayres^ becaufe the air here is very 
wholfome. This done, every man, without diftinc- 
tion, immediately put his hand to the work, fb 
tliat, inafhort time, all were. conveniently lodged. 
^r But it was not long before the natives of 
^^ * the country gave the newcomers great reafon 
to fufpeft, that they were no way difpofed to favour 
this eft^blifhment of theirs \ therefore, as provifions 
began to grow very fcarce, the Adelantade fent out 
his brother with a detachment of 300 men, in order 
to obtain a fupply by force, if he could not procure 
it by fair means. Some noblemen and a great many 
gentlemen would likewife ferve as volunteers on the 
occafion. The fecond day after their fetting out, 
they came in flght of a body ot about 3000 
Indians, pofted at the other fide of a little river, 
which falls into a marfh, and which- it was requifite 
to crofs, to proceed on their journey. Moft of the 
Spaniards were for waiting, till the Indians them- 
felves fhould crofs the river \ but Don Diego having 
directed it to be founded, and by that means dif- 
covered that it was fordable, gave orders fof pafiing 
it without any further delay. The troops obeyed, 
but the firft that landed were furrounded by the 
Iixlians, and charged with fuch fury, that they 
had not fo much as time to form thcmfeives. Be- 
fides, many of them had fufFered their arms to get 
wet in crofling the river, lb that they could make no 
ufe of them. However, as a great number of thofc 
left behind fpeedily arrived to fuppcrt them, thfc 
Indians were repulfed with great lofs. But their 
•lofs ferved only to exafperace them, and render 
them ftill more furious. The Spaniards, therefore, 

were 
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were at laft obliged to retreat. Of thofe who left 
Buenos Ayrcs, on this expedition, not above 150 
cfcaped the field of battle ; and of thefe almoft one 
halfdiedof fatigue, or of their wounds, during the 
retreat ; many lords and gentlemen, and among them 
Don Diego de Mendoza, the general of this little 
army, loft their lives on this occafion. 

The fcarcity, which had prevailed at Buehos Ayres' 
forfometime paft, was now changed into a dreadful 
famine •, yet Don Pedro, afraid of giving the Indians 
a habit of fpilling Spanilh blood, forbid the inhabi- 
tants, under pain of death, to go into the fields in 
fearch of relief. But, as hunger is one of thofe extre- 
mities, which make people blind to the greateft dan- 
gers, and deaf, even to the moft facred injunftions, 
he placed foldiers at all the out-lets to the country, 
with orders to fire upon thofe who fhould endeavour 
totranfgrefs his orders. A woman, however, called 
Maldonata was lucky enough to elude the vigilance^ 
of the guards ; and God twice preferved her by one 
of thofe exertions of his providence, to which pub- 
lic notoriety alone can extort belief from the incre- 
dulous, apt to take offence at every thing befide the 
common courfe of things. This woman, having for a 
long time rambled about the country, took notice of 
a cavern, where flie flattered herfelf (he might at laft 
find a fure retreat, againft all the dangers that threat- 
ened her : but flie had fcarce entered it, when flie 
fpied a lionels, the fight of whi.ch terrified her to the 
laft degree. She was, however, foon quieted a little^ 
by the careflis of this animal, at the lame time that 
file perceived they were not difinterefted. The lion- 
efs, it feems, was reduced to the laft extremity, as^ 
tliough her term for littering was expired, ft\e could 
not get rid of her burthen. Maldonata, upon this^ 
took courage, and gave the poor creature the affift- 
ance ftie feemed fo earneftly to require. The lionefs,. 
being happily delivered, not only immediately gave 

her 
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her bencfa^trefs the moft fenfiblc proofs of her gra- 
titude •, but never returned from fearching her own 
daily fubfiftence, without laying, at the feet of Mai- 
donata, enough for her's, till, the whelps being 
ftrong enough to walk abroad, flie at laft took them 
out with her, and never returned, leaving Maldonata* 
to fhift for herfeif. 

Maldont ATA foon after fell into the hands of fome 
Indians, who made a flave of her, and kept her in 
captivity for a confiderable time. Being, at length, 
retaken by fome Spaniards, fhe was brought back to 
Buenos Ayres, where Don Francis Ruiz de Galan 
commanded for Don Pedro de Mendoza, who hap- 
pened to be abfcnt. Galan was a man, whofe fc- 
verity often degenerated into cruelty. Therefore, 
as he knew that Maldoriata had ftolen out of the 
city, contrary to orders, and did not think her fuf- 
ficiently punilhed by a very long and very cruel 
tlavery, he condemned her to death, and to a kind 
of death, which no man but a tyrant could have 
.thought of. He ordered fome foldicrs to take her 
into the country, and there leave her tied to' a tree, 
not doubting but fome wild beaft or other would 
loon come and tear her to pieces. 

Two days after, the fame foldiers being lent to 
fee what was become of her, they were greatly fur- 
prized to find her alive, and unhurt, though furround- 
ed by Lons and tigers, whom, a lionefs, lying at her 
feet with her whelps, kept at a diftance. As foon 
as the Lionefs perceived the foldiers, fhe retired a 
little, as it were to give them leave to unbind her 
benefaftrefs, which they accordingly did. Maldo- 
nata then related to them the hiftory of this Lionels, 
whom (he knew to be the fame fhe had formerly 
aflifted •, and the foldiers remarked, that, on their 
offering to carry away Maldonata, the lionefs fawn- 
ed greatly upon her, and feemed to exprefs fome 
concern at lofing her. On the report the foldiers 
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made to the commander of what they had fecn, he 
few that he could not but pardon a woman, whom 
heaven had protefted in fb fignal a manner, with- 
out appearing more inhuman than Lions themfelves. 
The author of Argentina^ the firft author to re- 
late this adventure, afliires us, that he had heard it;' 
not only from the publick voice, but from the 
mouth of Maldonata herfelf •, and Father del Techa 
fays, that, when he arrived at Paraguay, a great 
many perlbns fpoke to him of it, as an event which 
had happened within their memory, and of which 
nobody doubted the truth. 

I SAID that Don Pedro de Mendoza was ab- 
^^7' fent from Buenos Ayrcs, when Maldonata 
was brought back to that city. He had, it leems», 
fet out on an expedition up the Rio de la Plata, in 
queft of a remedy againft the famine, which had al- 
ready carried off 200 fouls. Having ftopt in thia 
excurfion to confider the ruins of Gabot*s tower, he 
found the lituation of it fo very advantageous, that he 
built a new fort there, under the name of Good Hopt^ 
Some authors mention it by that of Corpus Chriftk 
But his chief motive for making this neW efta- 
blilhment was, his being told by Don Juan de Ay- 
olas, his King's lieutenant, who had got the ftart oi 
him in this expedition, that he might be always fure 
of provifions among the Timbuez, whom this officer 
had the good fortune of reconciling with the Spani-» 
ards ; or at leaft, among their neighbours, the Cam- 
coes. Don Juan de Ayolas . had done more. He 
prudently left a detachment under Don Francifca 
de Alvarado, at the place where the fort formerly 
ftood. Mendoza, exceedingly well fatisfied with 
his lieutenant's conduft, ordered him to continue his 
navigation up the river, as high as he could go, and 
gave him three barks, and fifty men, for that purpofe. 
He, likewife, permitted Don Domingo Martinez de 
Irala> and fomc other gentlemen, to accompany 

Doa 
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Don Juan, recommending to him, at the fame time, 
to tranfmit, within four months, an account of his 
tranfaftions and difcoveries, if he -could not himfelf 
return with it. 

Mendoza had not as yet amafled provifions 
enough to put an entire ftop to the famine at Buenos 
Ayres, where it was attended with all the horrors we 
fo often find mentioned in hiftory on the like occa- 
fions. But, fome time after, Don Gonzalez de Men- 
doza, who went to Brazil in queft of a fupply, re- 
turned with a cargo, and was foon after followed by 
two others, with Mofchera and all his colony of the 
iflandofSt. Catharine, befides a great many Bra- 
zilian families that had taken a liking to him. Thefc 
feafonablefupplies were of great fervice to the inha- 
bitants of Buenos Ayres. But, as the number of them 
was at the fame time conliderably increafed, though 
not enough to cover their country labours from the 
infults of the neighbouring Indians, who feemed,froni 
day to day, more and more determined to extirpate 
them, there was the greateft reafon to fear, that 
the famine would foon break out again with re- 
doubled fury. 

Don Juan de Ayolas having, on his fide, puflied up 
the river a3 far as the place, where the city of the Af- 
fumption was afterwards built, metwitha very friendly 
reception from the Guaranis^ who occupy the coun- 
try for a great way on the eaftern banks of the Pa- 
raguay, but for a much greater way inland, even as 
far as the frontiers of Brazil. They even filled his 
veflels with provifions, which he paid for in goods 
which he had taken along with him for thatpurpofe. 
He then advanced to the latitude of 20 degrees 40 
minutes, where he difcovered, to the right, a little 
port, to which he gave the name oiCandlemafs Tort, 
And, as the Guaranis had affured him, that in this la- 
titude, he would, by marching wefterly over land, 
meet with Indians who had a great deal of gold 
and filver, he refolved to go in queft of them. He 

there- 
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therefore j caufed himfclf to be put afliore oj^ofite 

to Candlemas Port, to which he fcnt back his veffcls^ 

Ivith diredions to Don Domingo Martinez dc Irala, 

to whom he had delegated. all the authority he him- 

felf had received from Don Pedro de Mcndoza, to 

wait there for him for fix months^ at the expiration 

of which, he might, if he heard nothing of him^ take 

what coiirfe his own difcretion Ihould diftate to 

him. He^ likewife, left, stt Candlemas Port, a finall 

detachment of Spaniards^ under the command of 

captain Vergara^ But all thefe precautions proved 

fniidcfs ; for, Irala^ under pretence that his veffels 

began to grow leaky, remained at Candlemas Port 

but four months. 

It is probable, that Don Juan de Ayolas had fent 
the Adelentade an account of theie refolutions and 
difpofitionsof his ; but that his letters never came 
to liand. At laft, the want of news from him gave 
Don Pedro de Mcndoza great uncafinefs, as Ayolas 
was the officer of the, whole colony^ in whom he had 
the greateft confidence, and who beft deferved iti 
He, therefore, difpatched Don Gonzales de Mendoza^ 
and Don Juan dc Salazar, to know what was become 
of him ; and fell fick a few days after their depar- 
ture. He had already taken a rcfolution to return to 
Spain 5 and, as foon as he found himfelf ftrong e-. 
nough to bear the fea, took Ihipping, With his trea- 
furcr Juan de Caceres, He left Don Francis de Ga- 
lan commander at Buenos Ay res ; ahdj in viftufe of 
the power he had received from the'Emperor, named 
Don Juan de Ayolas Ws fucceflbr, having firft 
appointed him his heir in cafe of death. At lengthy 
he put to fea, with a heart ready to burft with def- 
pair, and curfing the day ht had tranfported himfelf 
to ramble after a chimera, and court difliondur rri 
a favage country. He had foon as much reafon to 
repent his attempting to return. His fliip had 
fcarce loft fight of land, when all the elements! penned 
Vol. lb to 
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to have confpired againft him. Oncday^his provi- 
fions being all fpoiled or cxhaufted^ he found him* 
felf obliged to eat of a bitch that was pregnant ; and 
her infefted flefli, joined to the chagrin that inwardly 
devoured him, brought on a total alienation of hi$ 
fenfes, which foon changed to a phrenfy,. in a fit of 
which he, at laft, mifcrably expired. 

Q When the news of Mcndoza*s death 
1 53 7" 3 • reached Spain, there were in the port 
of Seville two fliips feted out on his account^ that 
waited only for a favourable wind, to fail to his af-^ 
fiftance ; but, thofc who had advanced the money 
neceffary for this armament, thought proper toftop 
them, not knowing who they fhould apply to for 
their reimburfement. The Emperor, bemg informed 
of this delay, immediately ordered^ that the fhips. 
Ihould be permitted to fail -, gave the command of 
them to the infpedor Alphonzo Calrera ; and added 
a galleon loaded with ammunition and arms^ under 
the command of Don Lopez de Aguiar. ^is ma- 
jefty, likewife, delivered Caceres a commiffion for 
Don Juan de Ayolas, appointing him governor and 
captain-general of the province of Rio de la Plata ; 
and an amnefly for all thofe who had eat human 
fleih -, an abomination fcveral had been driven to, 
during the late famine at Buenos Ayres, and to avoid 
punifhment, had taken refuge among the Indians^ 
Six Francifcan Friars were, likewife, lent on board 
the galleon, and, fupplied by the Emperor with 
every thing reqCiifite for the cxercife of their miniftry . 
But, though this convoy failed from Cadiz towards 
the end of 1537, it did not arrive at Buenos Ayres 
till the year 1539. 

g During this interval, Don Goctzales de 

^^ ' Mendoza, and Don Juan de Salazar, whom 

the deceafed governor had fent in queft of Don Juan 

de Ayolas^ arrived at Candlemas Port, without being 

able to procure any intelligence of him ; but they 

were 


Were informed that Irak ^zi among the favages 
of the fierghbourhood, whtre they, accordingly^ 
found him: They then made with^ him a 
fercat many ckfeurfions ancf enquiries after Don 
Ayolas \ but all ta no pui'^iofe: Upon thisr, they 
faftelied to a titt'i at Candlemas P6rt, a paper^ to in- ,' 
form Don Juan, in cafe he fhould happen to come 
thatway^ of every thing it Was proper he fliould 
know- and; abbve all things, to put him upoh hrs 
guard againft the Payaguas. This advice was th^ 
more neceliTaty, as there is not, perhaps^ a tnofe daii^^ 
^eroui nation on thfe face of thd earthy fince they ca- 
ver the moft favage difpofitions^ with the moft eii* 
"gaging nianiiera, and nevef ma:ke greatef protefta- 
tions of friendfhipi thari when they are treacheroufly 
meditating fome mifchief They are, befides, fo ex- 
pert at contriving mi^ati^ tb execute their dark pur- 
pofes, that it is no wondef numbers have been de- 
ceived by them, till a great many tragical events 
had difcov^red their cruelty and ci^ftinefs. Thefd 
Barbarians have no' fixed habitation, but are to bd 
found every where on both fldes of the Paraguay, 
and on the river itfdf, where they carry on a con- 
tinual piracy^ >^ 

Mendoza and Salazar, after leaving Candlemai 
Pbft, fell down the Paraguay to xkit mouth of the 
moft northern branch of the Pilco Mayo into that 
fiver, in the! latitude of 25 degrees and fome minutes ; 
where, having taken notice of a port formed by a 
cape that runs South into the Prlraguay, from the 
eaftern banks of it, they were fo taken with the 
conveniency of its fituation, that they built a fort . 
there, which in a very Ihort time grew into a city ; ^ 
and is, at this day, the capital of the province of Pa- 
raguay. This place lies mid-way between Peru and 
Brazil, and at three hundred leagues, from Cape Sii. 
Mary. Its founders gave it the name of the Aft 
f\imption, which it ftill retains. * 

L 2 MSN- 
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.Mendoza remained here, while Salazar fet out 
for Buenos Ayres, which he found reduced to the . 
laft extremity. The famine had agahi broke out 
there, and was arrived at the greateft height. Befides 
Galan was fo univerfally detelted, that all the inhabi- 
tants would have deferted it, but for fear of becom* 
ing theprey of wild beads, or of the Barbarians who 
furrounded tKem. Salazar*s arrival, therefore, gave 
them great Joy, which was confiderably increafed at ^ 
ijie fight of the three veflels from Spain, under Cal- 
rera, which came to an anchor there two or three days 
after. As Salazar reported, that there was no fear- 
city of provifions at the Aflumption, Galan and Cal- 
rera rcfolved to go there themlclves to obtain a fup- 
ply 5 and the fii:ft, having declared that he would take 
with him a party of foldiers, both thofe he picked 
out for thit purpofe, and thofe he left behind, were 
equally overjoyed ; the firft at the prolpedt of foon 
getting into a country where there was no danger 
of ftarving ; and the laft, at the thoughts of being rid 
of a commander, whofe fe verity they thought equal 
to any other fcourge. 

But the firft were greatly difappointed, when, on , 
their arrival at the Aflumption, after a great many , 
dangers and fatigues, they found the fame fcarpty 
there, they had efcaped at Buenos Ayres. Salazar, 
however, could not be accufed of having impofed 
upon them, as it was on the ftrength of the good 
difpofition of the Indians towards the Spaniards, he 
* had flatter'd them with the expectation of plenty ; 
and this good difpofition had been rendered of no efFe<5t 
by locuftis, which had devoured, in the grafs, all the 
feed the former had fown ; fo that the commander of 
Buenos Ayres, who had reinforced his efcort with 
half the garrifon of the fort of Good Hope, found 
himfelf under a necefllty of making all the hafte he_ 
could back, for fear of increafing a famine in a 

place 
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place, in which he flattered himfelf with the hopes of 
enjoying the bkflings of plenty. 

At his arrival at the fort of Good tiope, 

*^^* he vented his fpleen upon the Indians in the 
neighbourhood, called Caracoas; who had, it feems, 
been accufed to him of having favoured the enemies 
of the Spaniards." Without examining whether 
the charge was true or falfe, he refolved to make^ 
them feel the.fmart of his refentment. He commu- 
nicated his defign to Don Francis de Alvarado, 
commander of the fort, and Tome other officers, wha 
omitted nothing to difTuade him from fo bafe a pro- 
ceeding ; but it was all to no purpofe : and, as he was 
unwilling to engage in a war, which might delay 
him too long, and perhaps coft him a great many 
men, he made no fcruple of adding ^ treachery to 
injuffice. After treating the Caracoas in the moft 
friendly manner^ he^ one morning at day break 
fell upon them when they leaft thought of it -, fet fire 
to their cabins ; carried off a great many of their wo- 
men and children, whom he diftributed aifpong his 
foldiers ; and then reimbarked with Alvarado, who, it 
is probable, did not chufe to remain in a forf, which* 
he forcfaw would foon be attacked by all the Indians 
in the neighbourhood. Don Antonio Mendoza was 
left to command in his ftead.with 100 foldiers. 

This perfidious behaviour immediately awakened, 
in the hearts of the Timbuez, all their ancient ani* 
mofity againft the Spaniards ; and they refolyed to 
rid themfelves effedtually of a nation, wnofe promifes 
they imagined could never be fafcly refied upon. 
To be the furer of their ftroke, they pretended an 
expedition againft fome other Indians, who, they 
gave out, were as much the enemies of the Spani- 
ards, as their own ; and then applied for afliftance to 
Don Antonio Mendoza, who had the imprudence to 
give them half his garrifon, under the command of 
Alphonfo Suarezde Figuerpa. The Timbuez re- 

E3 ^ceived 
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c^eivcd this rjeinfojxerneiit with great marks of gratjr 
tude,i and, that very day, thjC army began it$ rnarch ^ 
but the Spajiiards were fcarce advand;cd ^ league. 
>vhen they were fuddcnly attacked^ behind, by a body 
of their pretended allies, that lay in ambufti for, thai 
purpoki and in front, by thofe v^hp pondufted theo). 
They fought, however, with the gre^teft bravejry ; 
but were, at l^ft, overpowered by riuhibefs, fo th^t 
iiot a fingle man of them efcap^d. 

The Timbuez now flattered themfelves, that they 
IJiQuld have no difBculty in reduqng thofe that rc^. 
ijiained in the fort •, and immediately invefted it witl^, 
the moft hideous Ihputs. Mendoza, judjging fjiat 
nothing but a defpcrate ftroke could fave him,^ ni^4e 
a fally upon the Barbarians^ in hopes qf cutting his 
way through them ; but he loft his braveft incn \Xi 
the attempt, and hipnlplf received a y^ound that dif' 
abled him. He was,, however^ fortunate enough to 
regain the fort^ where he had almoft givep hii?ifelf 
yp for loft, when, happily, two Spanim brigantine^ 
anchored before it. The poiumariders of thefc vef-: 
fcls foon perceived that it was befiegpd ; and^ as they 
Jjad been fent by Galan, whom his con(cicncc re^ 
jproached with bis treachery to the Caraco^s, . an4 
ylio began to refleft, though a little too late, on thp' 
evil co'nkqucnces th^t might attend it, they imme- 
diately landed fome men %q relieve the place. The 
Tirabufz, optheiffide, at the fight of the brig^n- 
i;ines, made their laft e?orts to carry it ; but the m^q 
f hat wece landed, fupported by fome difcharges or 
pannon from the brigaptiaes, obliged thpm, at laft, 
TO retire with copfiderable lofs. . 

Some days after this, Dpn Anthony dc JMf^pdoza 
dying of his >vpunds,. the officer who commanded 
the brigantines, feeipsf no appearance; of being able 
tp preferve the fprt of Good Hope, thoiight proper 
to demplifii it, and tak^ pp board the miferablc re- 
ip^ns of the garrifon. That ot the Affumption was 
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in pretty good condition, and Irak continued to take 
a great deal of pains to get intelligence of the gover- 
nor. Ax laft, after making a great many excurfions 
to very little purpofe, he returned to Candlemas 
iPon. But, though he could hear nothing of Don 
Ayolfts, the writing which he had left there for him, 
was no longer to be found. He then remounted, 
the river ; returned to the Payaguas, where he ran 
ft great many rifles, and was even wounded in a 
Ikirmifli. At length, one evening, as he lay an- 
chored at a good diftance from the (hore, he heard 
a voice, calling to him from the other fide of the 
river. 

He immediately fent ofFfome men, in a canoe, to 
the place from whence it came, where they found 
an Indian, who defired to be conduced to the cap- 
tain. As this Indian was alone and unarmed, they 
readily complied with his requeft. Irala having 
afktd him what nation he belonged to, he anfwered 
to the CbaneSy inhabitants of the plains ; and that he 
wanted to meet fomc Spaniards to inform them of 
the fate of one of their greateft captains, called 
Ayolas, At pronouncing this name, a flood of tears 
flopped his voice, which, after a little paufe, re- 
peated fighs again interrupted, till at length being a 
little come to himfelf, he made a fliift to give the 
following account. 

** Captain Ayolas, on his arrival among us, com- 
municated to our Cacique his defign of penetrating- 
further, in order to difcover whence fome Indians had 
got the gold and ftlver, that had been found among 
them. As he was but badly efcorted to undertake 
fo long, lb painful, and withal fo dangerous a 
journey, our Cacique gave him a reinforcement. 
He then fet out •, and, at laft, after many fl^irmiflies 
v/ith the Indians, he found out ;what he was come 
in queft of. On his arrival on the frontiers ot Peru, 
he was pretty well received by the Indians he met 

E4 ' there; 


56 THE HISTORY 

there ; and; indeed, he deferved ip by his amiable bc« 
haviour, and the good order he maintained among 
thofe he brought with him. At length, he returned 
back to our country, ^loaded with gold and filver; and 
our Cacique made him a prefent of lome more. He 
then told us, that he intended to join his countrymen, 
whom he had left with his barks on the Paraguay, 
and, then return with a greater efcort. Upon this, 
our Cacique ordered feveral of his lubjefts to aflift 
him in tranfporting his treafures to the river, and 
I was of the number. We crofled vaft deferts to 
avoid meeting with fome nations he fufpefted j 
and, at Uft, arrived at the place where he had left his 
barks •, but they were no longer to be found. Haw- 
ever, we thought proper to remain with him fome 
days longer, in hopes he might, at leaft, get fome 
intelligence of them. In the niean time, fome In- 
dians, allies of the Payaguas, after having feafted 
us with their garne, invited us to^ take fome repofe 
among their friends ; btit this was only a fnare laid 
by the traitors to deceive the Spaniards, who never 
fufpefted it •, for, when they had brought us into 
fome marfhcs, where our march was attended with 
great difficulty, tjie Payaguas, vvhom they had in- 
formed of their defigns, fell fuddcnly upon us, and 
maflacred the Spaniards. Many of my countrymen, 
likewife, loft their lives ; and I, and al{ the reft were 
made flaves. Captain Ayolas had happily made his 
cfcape, and hid himfelf aitiong forpe bullies ; but they 
loon difcovered him, and condufted him to an ifland, 
where they put him to a much - more cruel death, 
than they had done the reft of the Spaniards. 
Some time after, I was^bappy enough to make my 
cfcape, and have been ever fince roving about to 
meet with Spaniards, and inform them of thefe 
fvents.*^ 

Irala would have been very glad to chaftife the 
Payaguas for their perfidy, and rccQver the trea- 
* ^ fur? 
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fore that had been both their inducement to com- 
mit it, and their regard when committed ; but the 
overflowing of the river woujd not allow him to fol- 
low them into their retreats 5 and, bclidcs, he had 
fcarce a man left, that was not either fick, of ex-r 
hauftcd with fatigue. Himfelf, had not entirely- 
got the better of his wounds ; and, though he had, 
had fomething more preffing to take up his thoughts* 
He, therefore, made the beft of his way to the AC- 
fumption, which already began to wear the face of 
a city, and where moft of his officers had taken up 
their rcfidence, Thefe noblemen and gentlemen 
were refpefted as the conquerors of Paraguay. The 
di|j[)atches from the court gave them that title. They 
even formed, for a long time, the council of the pro- 
vince ; and the Emperor, in moft of his letters to 
the governors and commanders, ordered them to 
undertake nothing without their advice. We have 
fcen, that Don John de Ayolas had delegated all his 
authority to Don Domingo Martinez de Irala, for 
the rime he fhould be ablent ; and this officer made 
no doubt of his being acknowledged as governor 
general of the province of Rio de la Plata, till the 
Emperor fhouid have named another ; nor did any 
one at the Affumption think proper to difpute this 
title with him. 

Buenos Ayres, in the mean time, was every day 
lofing its inhabitants ; for the laft proviiions arrived 
there from Spain having been foon confumed, a third 
famine enfued, equally violentwith either of the two 
former. Such of the inhabitants, as took refuge 
among the Indians, were mafl&cred by the Charuas^. 
who infefted the whole country. At length Galari 
and Calrera refolved to repair to the Aflumption, and 
as many of the inhabitants, as could find room in their 
vefTels, thought proper to acco;npany them. Galan, 
finding, on his arrival, that Irala was not univerfally 
acknowledged as governor general, immediately de-r 

pl^ed 
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clared himfelf one of his competitors. But Calrera » 
loon put an end to the competition, by producing 4 
fchedule figned by the Emperor, , and which his 
Jmperial IVJajefty himfelf had delivered him. 

This inftrument, which was dated the iith of 
September, ^537> imported, that, in cafe the per- 
fon, who might have been appointed by Don Pedro 
de Mendoza, governor of Rio cje la Plata, Ihould be 
dead without naming a fucceffor, and -the foundjers 
and conquerors of the province had not themfelve« 
put one in his place, he Ihould affembie them, ane| 
nialfe them take an oath to eleft him^ whom they 
ihould^ in thcip confcience, think beft qualified for 
fuchan important employment; that he fhould fee, 
that the perfon eledled by a plurality of voices wa9 
univerfally acknowledged by the reft ; and obeyed, aii 
pne inverted with the Emperor's authority. Calrer* 
then proceeded to the execution of this commiffion ; 
and Darpinick Martihez de Irak, who had already 
for him the votes of moft of the eleftors, was una- 
nioufly proclaimed goi^ernor and commander gene* 
raU till hi$ majefty ihould be pleafed to name an-^ 
other. 

Calrera, before he difmifled the eleftors, propo- 
fed to them the abandoning of Buenos Ayres, where 
it v/as evident, he faid, by many ycai's experience, 
that it ^Fas impoffible to. fubfift, till the Spaniards 
ilioald be better able to command the refpeft of the 
neighbouring Indians, and obtain provifions from 
them. The fentiments of the aflembly were divided 
on this head. Several reprefeated the- necefiity of 
having a pert for the rereption of veflels from Spain, 
and how much the city of Affumption itfelf, fituated 
at thrce^ hundred leagues from the fea, was likely to 
iiiiFcr, if no fliips were to arrive from, thence. Tq 
this the governor anPivered, that it would be an eafy 
matter to eitabliih a c-^mmunication with Peru •, and 
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^e Ji^d art enovf ^h (o perfuade ^ greaf nti^y, ^hat 
they might jea^ly procure from thfencis all the affift- 
ance tl^ey cpuld ftaqd in nefe4 of. No pne, at firft, 
iufpefted, though it appeared fpon aftpr, that ^11 the 
gavernqr aiaied at by this ajj:crnativp, ^as tp rppder 
himself independent ^ as, in c^fe it took place, no 
prders frpm court could reach hjm, but yery late, 
and with great difficulty ; and, >yhen ^ they did^ he 
could eafijy find pretences fpr pluding ^em^ ihpuld 
fhcy prbye ^ny way difagreeable to him. 

The council, thcretbre^ aflentcd to thi« plan, 
and Don Diego d'Abreu was charged with the' ex- 
pcution pit k. As to the inhabitants of Ijueno^ 
Ayres, nothing cpuld equal the joy cxpreffed l3y 
them, at the news of fiich 2^ rejfolujtion. It proved. 
pqually agreeable to the equipagp of ^ Cjenoefe fhip, 
which, on its voyage tp Peru with a cargo worth 
fifty thoufand ducats, had been firft ftoppcd by con- 
trary winds at the entrance into the ftrieights of 
Magellan ; and, havirjg afterwards put into p.io de 
la Plata, had the misfortune of being wrecked there^ 
on a fand-bank pretty near ^uenps Ayres, beyond 
a poffibility of faving any part of the cargo* The 
fnen efcaped the danger of being drpivned, but it 
was, only to fall intp that of being ftarved. There 
were on board thi§ fhip fcverjal Italian gentlemen, 
yhofe pofterity, it is probable, ftill fubfift in Parfi- 
guay : at leatt, we ftiall have occafion to mentipn 
feme of theqfi in the cpurfc of this hiftory. Thfe 
principal were Don Anthony dp Aquino, Don Tho- 
mas Rizo, and Don John B^tift Tfochi. 

The governor took care tp fend a.plentifvil convoy 
of provifions to rnect the ^ranlrnigrants j and, as 
ifoon as they were all lodged ir^ the Affuniptipn, he 
furrounded it with a paUfacjoe ; eftablifhed a polico 
in it -, and took a lift of the inhabitants, who were 
found to amount to fix hundred nien, befides wQ- 
Jncij ai^d children. Some titpc after this, being de- 

rous 
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rous of giving the Indians, many of whom had been 
already" baptifed by the Francifcan fryers, a grand 
idea of the chriftian religion, he bethought himfclf, 
for that purpofc, of a general proceflion ; and, ac- 
cordingly, appointed one for the Holy Thurfday 
following, in commemoration of our Saviour's paf- 
fion.- He then invited all the Indians of the neigh- 
bourhood to be prefent at this ceremony ; but, as the 
bad ufage which the Spaniards had already begun 
to give them, had not infpired them with any great 
afFe£tion for fuch matters ; and many of them, 
befides, had embraced the gofpel merely through in- 
tereft or fear, few of them came, but in hopes of 
finding an opportunity to fhake off a yoke, which; 
from day to day, was growing more heavy and m- 
fupportable. It is faid, there came no lefs than 
eight thoufand of them to behold this ceremony, 
without any other arms than their bows and arrows, 
without which, it was well known, they never ap- 
peared any where. But they knew, that thefe arms 
alone were fufficient to execute their defigns, as 
they knew the Spaniards were to appear oh the 
occafion, bare fhouldered j and with no arms but 
fcourges, and thefe to hi entirely employed on their 
bodies. And now the proceflion was going to fet out, 
when aa Indian woman, fervant to Salazar, who had 
always ufed her with great kindnefs, entered his room; 
and, feeing him ready to fally forth in the equipage 
of a flagellant, told him, with tears in her eyes, that 
fhc was heartily concerned to fee him thus preparing 
for defl:ruftion ; and, upon his prefling her to ex- 
plain herfelf, led him into the whole affair. He, 
therefore, ran dire6Uy to inform the governor of 
what he had fo feafonably difcovered ; . and the go- 
vernor immediately took the only courfe fuch cri- 
tical circumfl:ances admitted. 

He pretended he had jufl: received intelligence, 
{hat the Japi^es^ whq had lately declared againf^ 

the 
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the Spaniards, were almoft at the gates of die city ; 
and, after difpatching private orders to all the inha- 
bitants xo arm themfelves, he fent to all the prin- 
cipal chiefs of the Indians, to beg they would direftly 
repair to his houfe, and aflift him with their advice. 
They accordingly came, not fufpcfting any de- 
fign againft them -, add, as faft as they entered, were 
fettered and fhut up iti feparate rooms, till, all being 
arrived, he acquainted them with the intelligence 
he had received of their treacherous defigns^ and 
condemned them to be hanged. The fentence was 
immediately executed, in fight of the great number 
of Indians aflembled about the city, who, feeing all 
the Spaniards under arms, jiot only remained very 
quiet, but publicly acknowledged they had like- 
wife defcrved Jeath •, adding, th^t, if the Spaniards 
would but pardon them, they Ihould have no reafon 
to repent their indulgence. They afterwards made 
an offer of wives to fuch of the Spaniards, as were 
not yet provided with any ; and their offer was ac- 
cepted. The Indian women, whom the Spaniards 
married on this occafion, proved fruitful, and toler- 
ably agreeable in their manners and behaviour ; 
.which afterwards induced a great many other Spa-: 
niards to contraft alliances of the fame kind. Some 
of them have fince married Negreffes ; and this is 
the reafon, why there are now io many Meztizzoes 
and Mulottoes in this part of America, 

As the Emperor, in the mean time, receiv- 
^^' ed no news from Paraguay, and, for that 
reafon could no'Jonger doubt of Ayolas's death, 
his Majefty began to think ferioufly of giving it 
another chief, and fuch further affiftance as it might 
be fuppofed to require. But the queftion was to 
find a man willing to contribute to the expence 
of a conliderable armament, after the difappoint- 
ments Don Pedro de Mendoza had met with, 
Charles V. however, was not Icng at a lofs for 

one. 
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one. Jbbh Alvarez Nunez de Vera Cabcfdr ^€ 
Vaca offered to lay out on tlie oecafion feighc 
thoufand ducats, being all he was worth in the 
ij#t>rld ; and his offer was inimediately accepted. 

If is very fufprizing, that a man, iii whom pro- 
bity, prudcnccj piety, and the moft difinterefted 
zeal for the true honour of his fovereign^ were emi* 
nently confpicvious, fhould not have proved a felefli 
ing to Paraguay ^ arid that his great merit fliouldl 
have ferved only to ruin him, andexpofe himto thcf 
ipoft injurious treatment. His virtues had already 
undergone fonie very fevefe trials, in a voyage hC 
made to America in 1528, , as treafurer to the 
fquadron of Pamphile de Narvaez, whofe enterprise 
had been but one continued iffue of misfortunes i 
his veflels were difperfed by a ftorrri ; arid, that 
which carried Don Alvarez^ having beeri wrecked 
on the coaft of New Spain, the whole crew were 
made flaves by the natives. But Con Alvarez foort 
attrafted the refpeft of thefe barbarians, efpetlally 
by the great number of cures he perfofriiied, which 
made fuch an inipreffion upon them, that they could 
hardly be withheld from paying him divine honours* 
The Spaniards themfelves, on account of his ex-* 
erifiplary condu£l, confidered many of diefe cures 
as altogether miraculous. Don Alvarez, on his re* 
turn to Spain, riiaintained the reputation he had fo 
juftly acquired, fo that the Emperor accepted his 
offers with great pleafure. His Majefty appointed 
him Adelantadeof Rio de la Plata, and governor and 
cJaptairi general of that province •, on condition, how- 
ever, that he Ihould not affume the two laft titles, 
till he had received certain intelligence of Ayolas's 
death, under whom he was to aft merely as his lieu- 
tenant, in cafe this governor fhould be ftill living *. 

In 

• The dignity of Adelajitade is merely civil, and docs not 
entitle the perfon invefled with it to the fiiil ' place« but in 
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In the inftfu£tions which the Emperoi' gave Don 
Alvarez^ he charged him, above all things, not ta 
tolerate any lawyers or attorneys in his goverjK 
ment^ being convinced, hie faid, by experience, that 
law-fuits tended greatly to retard the progrefs of 
colonies. He, next, ordered him to take care, that 
the Spaniards, who fliould cultivate the lands mark* 
ed out for them for twenty -five years liicccffively, 
ftiould be confidefed as the proprietors of fueli 
lands * ; and that all ihould have liberty to traddt 
with the natives, and return to Spain, when they 
thought proper. He, like wife-, declared, that it was 
his intention. Alcaldes fiiould be appointed in every 
town for the adminiftration of juftice ; that no fett- 
ler fkould be profccuted for debt for the firft four 
years after his arrival in the country, nor pay, during 
the two"*' 6rft- any import duties, or any of the im- 
ports comprehended under the name of Abnajarif- 
f(^zgo% that the privilege of recufaticn and ap- 
peal to the King's council fliould be inviolably 
maintained; that no one Ihoqld be hindered from 
having recourfe to his Majcfty's juftice, or from 
writing to him -, that in criminal caufcs, where the 
accufcd appealed to the council, the proceedings 
prefcribed in that cafe by the common laW Ihould 
take place ; that in regard to thofe, who died intef- 
tate or without heirs, the regulations added to thefc 
inftru6kioiis fhould be pundtually complied with^ 
that Don Alvarez fbould decide nothing precipi- 
tately, of without advice -, and take care that thefub- 
altern commanders and judges aSed with equal 
caution j that he fliould not permit the intcreft of 
money to exceed a caftillanf, or the King's fifth to. 

be 

the council for civil aiTairs, and th« courts of juftice ; (b that^ 
in the array, an Adelantade may a^ as a fubaltcrn oScer. 

• This 'copceffion, if it may be called one, (ccms better 
calculated to tire the patience of new fettlcrs than animate 

4he*r induftiy. 
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be levied upon ' any thing but gold or fil vcr ; that 
commons for cattle (houl4 be every where laid out t 
in fine, that the ordinary Alcaldes fhould be allowed . 
to decide all fuch caufes, as it was ufual to carry be- . 
fore the tribunal of the Santa Hermandad*. 

Don Alvarez had no fooner received his dif- 
patches, than he repaired to Seville, where he pur- 
chafed two fhips, one of three hundred tons, and the 
other of one hundred and fifty, with two caravals ; 
and embarked on the four veflcls 400 foldiers doubly 
armed,'who had very cheerfully offered - to follow 
his fortuhcs. From Seville he repaired with his 
little fleet to Cadiz, and from thence put to fea the 
beginning of November, In nine days he reached 
theiflands of Palma, and waited there for a favoura- 
ble wind, till the 26th, when he fet fail for the Cape 
de Verd iflands. The capitana, or largefl of his fhips^ 
though new from the ftocks^i^and in other refpefts, to 
all appearance an excellent veflel, made a great deal 
of water, during the palTage by which a confiderable 
quantity of his provifions was damaged, and his men 
greatly fatigued. At laft, however, he in nineteen days' 
reached Santiago, one of the Cape de Verd iflands. 
The air of Santiago is very unwhoUbme 
^^ ' at this feafon of the year, and generally cau- 
fes a very great mortality among the crews of fuch 
fliips as have the misfortune of being obliged to 
breathe it ^ notwithflanding which, Don Alvarez did 
not lofe a fingle man, during the five and twenty 
days he flayed at this ifland. This was confidered 
as a very extraordinary exemption, and renewed the 
memory of the prodigies operated by him^ during, 
his captivity among the Indians. What happened 
a few days after^ confirmed all his foldiers and failors 
' in their opinion, that heaven favoured their com- 
I fnander in a fpecial manner. 

After 

• This is a tribu-nal eftabltihcd for the furety of the hig)si 
roads, and from w^fe fentence there is no appeal. 
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After having paft the line, he found, that, out 
of one hundred calks of water put on board the 
Gapitana, but three remained -, and, therefore, or- 
dered his pilots to make for the land. The fourth 
day, before there was light enough to difcern any 
thing, the people on board were very much fur- 
prized to hear a grafhopper fing. A failor, it 
feems, had, unknown to any body, brought one of 
thefe infeds on board ; and this Was the firft time 
of its being heard. Upon this, fome of the crew 
affirmed^ that they muft be very near land, as 
thefe creatures never fail to fing when they fmell 
it. Don Alvarez, therefore, immediately fent a 
failor up into the round top, who, the moment it 
Was light, defcried fome great rocks bordering a 
very high land, in fight of which the Ihips con- 
tinued their courfe; the grafhopper never fail- 
ing, during the whole time, to proclaim the return 
of day, though it had been quite filent at the 
Canary, land Cape de Verd iflahds. 

After doubling Cape Trio, in twenty-four 
degrees bf fouth latitude, they entered the port of 
Cananea ; and arrived, the 24th of March 1541, at 
the ifland of St. Catherine, which Don Alvarez, 
immediately took poflcfliort of for the crown of 
Caftile, treating the iflanders, however, with great 
kindnefs, as alfo the inhabitants of the oppofite 
continent, where he heard there were two Friars, 
in no very agreeable circumftances. Thefe fathers 
AC fooner heard' of his arrival, than they came to 
wait upon him, and informed him, that the Indians, 
among whom they had refided, had, infaft, a 
great averfion to the Spaniards, and no great af- 
fedion for themfelves in particular. Don Alvarez, 
therefore, promifed to interpofe in their favour,' 
an4 his good offices had the defired fuccefs. It now 
began to appear, that lie was blefled with ^ me- 
thod of treating v/ith the Indians, which never 
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faulcd of procuring him, even at the firft interview, 
their eftecni and afFedion, 

In the month of May, he detached a caravel, 
commanded by the treaiurer Philip de Caceres, 
for Buenos Ayres-, but Caceres, having in vain 
endeavoured to double Cape St. Mary, returned 
to the ifland of St. Catherine, where twelve Spa- 
niards arrived foon after in an open boat. They ^ 
had made their efcape from Buenos Ayres, being no 
longer able, they faid, to bear the ill treatment of 
thofe who commanded there •, they added, that a 
fupply of men and provifions had lately arrived 
there; but that the famine, notwithftanding, ftill 
continued to rage there with great violence ; and 
that, befides, the inhabitants, were conilahtly in 
danger of being exterminated by the neighbouring 
Indians. They, likewife, informed Don Alvarez, 
that at fix fcore leagues from the place where he 
now . 'vvas, a town had been lately built under 
the name of the Affumption of the blefled virgin ; 
from whence to Cape St. Mary they reckoned, to 
go down a river the navigation of which was very 
dangerous, three hundred and fifty leagues ; that 
they had received the moft certain intelligence of 
Don Juan de Ayolas, and all thofe who accompani- 
ed him, having been murdered by th^ Payaguas j 
and that Don Domingo Martinez de Irala was 
confidered as the author . of their misfortunes, by 
not having waited for them at Candlemas Port, 
according to the direftions left with him by Don 
Ayolas ; that the royal officers harrafled the In- 
dians,, and treated the Spaniards but little better j 
that their defign, in flying from Buenos Ayres, was 
to make the beft of their way to Spain, and inforn> 
the royal council of the Indies of all thefe events ; 
laftly, that Irala had been acknowledged gover- 
nor general by the whole province, and commanded 
in perfon, at the Affumption. 

From 
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Prom this relation, mconfiftent with what wc 
Aavc afr^dy faid of the -evacuation of Buenos 
Ayres, uniefs we fuppofe that thofc who gave it, 
had been a loilg time ab(ent from that place, Don 
Alvarez judged his prefence was abfolutely neceffa- 
rj at the Aflumption •, and, therefore, refolved up- 
on going there by the fhorteft road, in Ipite of all 
the arguments made ufe of by his principal officers 
to perfuade him to continue with the fleet, and 
touch at Buenos Ayres. He, therefore, ordered the 
Fa6tor Peter de Orantes, to get intelligence of the 
route he might take by land ; and this officer, after 
farveying the country, reported, that the firft In- 
dians he had met with, and likewife thofe of St. 
Catherine who accompanied him, informed him, 
that the fhorteft way was to follow the river 
Habucu^ which falls into the fea oppofite the 
northemmofi point of the ifland of St. Catherine, 
and about hineteen or twenty le^ues from the 
port where he now was. Don Alvarez fent again 
to examine this route, and, being again informed 
tfiat it was very practicable, refolved to fet out 
without lofing any more time. He intended to 
have left the Friars we juft mentioned, in the ifland 
of St. Catherine, to labour in the converfion of 
the inhabitants and their neighbours on the con- 
tinent ; but they preflfed him fo much for leave to 
accompany him, that he. at laft thought proper to 
grant their requeft. 

The 18th of Oftober, after giving orders to 
Don Pedro Eftopinan Cabey a de Vaca, to fet fail 
with the fquadron for Buenos Ayres, with the firft 
fair wind ; and, after fending a party of his men, 
with fix and twenty horfes that he had ftill left, to 
wait for him on the banks of the Habucu, he 
took leave of the inhabitants of St. Catherine, 
whom he loaded with prcfents, and many of whom 
thought proper to accompany him, both to fcryc 
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him as guides,, and take care he fhpuld want no 
provifions in his journey. He had ftill with him* 
two hundred and fifty men, wit.h whom he fet out. 
on the 8th of November, to join thofe he had. 
already fent before him to the ^iabucu. After, 
nineteen days march, during which his little army, 
were often obliged to open themfelves a road by dint 
of labour, they began to want provifions. But, 
being now arrived in a more populous country,, 
they were foon met by a great number of Indians 
loaded vath all manner of fruits and other pro- 
vifions for their relief j and exprefling, befides, 
the gr«ateft pleafurc at^ the fight of the new go- 
vernor. 

These were the Guaranis, who grew Maiz, of 
which they made the earth yield them every yes^r 
two crops -, and Manioc, with which they made 
Caflava bread. They, likewife, reared hogs, geefe, 
poultry, and parrots. " Thefe Guaranis were of the 
fame origin with thofe who lived on the eaftcrn 
banks of the Paraguay, oppofite to the Allump- 
tion ; and both together form one of the moft nu-. 
merous and wide extended nations of the whole con- 
nent: It is even . pretended, that they penetrated 
as far as the Maranon ; that they rendered them- 
felves formidable by their depredations, wherever 
they appeared ; and that it was on this fcore they 
obtained their prefent name, which fignifies a war- 
rior. The Chiriguanes^ who inhabit part of tlie 
Cordilliera of Peru ; the I'apeZy who had fetded or^ 
the frontiers of Brazil ; and even a great many Bra- 
zilians J and other nations we fhall . have occafion 
to mention hereafter, who fpcak the Guarani lan- 
guage ; are, all of the fame extraftion ; but all have 
not prefervcd the fame difpofitions, and are not 
equally fierce, and fond of human flefh'-, a dif- 
ference owing to the roving or fedentary life they 
lead. Many of, them treat their prifoners of w^r 

like 
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like the Canadians. Moreover, they are all of very 
narrow intellefbs; and the grcateft obftaclc in 
civilizing them confifts in their almoft inconceiva- 
ble want of forecaft, their furprifing ravenoufnefs, 
and mortal averfion to any kind of labour. 

Those, whom Don Alvarez firft met with, ap- 
peared tolerably peaceable. He took poffeflion of 
their country for the crown of Spain, but without 
letting them know any thing of the matter j and 
gave it the name of Provincia del Campo. That 
he next entered, and which he likewife took 
poffeffion of, was pretty much of the fame nature ; 
and he called it after his family, Provincia de Vera -, 
but thefe names fubfift no longer. The firft of 
December, he arrived on the banks of the Jguazu^ 
a great river which falls into the Parana, between 
the 25th and 26th degrees of fouth latitude ; and, 
on the third, difcovered apother, called Cibogi^ 
whofe bottom is paved with ftoncs fo large, and, 
withal fo well laid, that one would be apt to take 
it for the work of art. It is, moreover, \o very ra- 
pid, that the men and horfes could hardly keep 
Aeir footing •, fo that they were obliged to be tied 
together, to crofs it with fafety. 

The good order obferved by Don Alvarez, 
during his march, gained him, wherever he ap- 
peared, 'the efteem and affedibn of the Indians. 
They, therefore, gave each other notice of his ap- 
proach, and never failed coming to meet him with 
provifions; which kindnefs he always acknowledged 
by paying them twice the value. His greateft at- 
tention was, to hinder any injury being offered 
them, or any thing being done, that might fcan- 
dalize them. He never permitted any Spaniards 
to enter their villages, except thofe who were to 
buy provifions ; and never fent on this errand, but 
thofe, whofe difcretion he could* depend upon. 
The leaft liberty, that any Spaniard took with 
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them, was feverely punifhed. This his zeal to 
prevent the Indians being fcandalized or other ^ife 
injured, made him foon repent his having t^en 
with him the two Friars, he intended to have left 
behind at St. Catherine's, as they did not always 
behave in a manner fuitable to the holinels of their 
chara<%er. They even feparated from him without 
his knowledge; and it was not long before he 
found himfelf under a neceflity of fending to lool^ 
for them in a place, where he was informed their 
bad behaviour had made their fituation very dan- 
gerous and difagreeable. 

He was m^t, fome time after, by a Brazilian, 
named Michael, juft returning from the Aflunip- 
tion, whither he offered to be his guide. Alvarez 
accepted his offer, and difinifled the Indians whq 
had hitherto ferved in that capacity, with a hand- 
feme reward for their pains and fidelity. Towards 
the middle of December, he found himfelf in the 
latitude of 24 degrees ; and, in a few days more, 
in a country covered with cyprefe and cedar trees, 
find Qthers not known in Europe, whofe trunks 
were all full of excellent honey ; particularly pines 
pf an extraordinary ipecies, being four or five 
fathoms in circumference, and bearing nuts en- 
clqfed in ihells pretty like chefnut fhells, but no 
bigger than acorns. Thefe nuts the inhabitants of 
the country made into a meal, which was one of 
- their beft foods. The hogs and monkeys, both vi*ry 
fcommon in this country, likewifc fed upon them j 
and the flefh of the former acquired by it a moft 
excellent flavour. A little farther, the Spaniards 
met with fields, where Maiz had been Ibwn ; as, 
likewife white, yellow, and red potatoes. They 
afterwards entered a mountainous cduntry, the val- 
lies of which abounded with canes contuning a very 
wholeibnie and refrelhing water i and, likewife, 
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vamUi ef» finger's thicknefs, which, fried in their own 
fat) appeared to the Spaniards a moft delicious repaft. 

Don Alvarez, after this, bent his march towaixis , 
the Iguazu, in order to embark there, and .fall 
down to its junction with the Parana ; but, being- 
infoi*0ied, that it was hereabouts, the Portuguefe 
fronf> Br^il, mentioned in the beginning of this 
book, had been rnaflacred by the Indians, and that 
thofe inhabiting the banks oi a little river called 
Pifueri, which rifcjs within a fmall way of the 
I^azu, and falls into the Uruguay^ lay in wait for 
lifli, he took with him but fourfcore men, order- 
ing the reft to march, by land, on both fides of 
the river. On his entering the Parana, he found 
both its fliores guarded by an army of Guaranis, 
with their bodies painted all over, and caps of 
feathers on their h^ads, who feemed rcfolved to 
difpute the pafikge with him j but he not- pnly 
made them drop their arms by his engaging be- 
haviour, but obtained confiderable alTiftance from 
them. The Parana, in this place, is, about a 
bow-{hot over, and very deep ; notwithftanding 
which its rapidity is fo great as to produce whirl- 
pools, which render its navigation very dangerous. 
One of Don Alvarez's canoes was overfet by oAe 
of thefe whirl-pools, and a man in it drowned. 
This accident affefted Don Alvarez the more, as 
he h^d not as yet loft a fingle man in his long and 
painful niarch from the fea to thi§ river. 

Don Alvarez, before, he entered the Parana, 
fent to the Affumption, to defire the governor might 
fend him two Brigantines ; and was lb much the" more 
forprifed, not to find them at the place he had ap- 
pointed, a3 he had mentioned in his letter, that a 
great many of his men were f^rk, and the reft very 
much fatigued. In this dilemma, therefore, he 
embarked, upon rafts, fuch as were no longer in 

a condition to proceed by land, with fifty men to* 
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defend them, in cafe they fhould be attacked. 
He then fet forward himfclf with the* reft -, and wgis 
foon met by a Spaniard fent from the Affump-r 
pon to enquire, if it w^s really frije, that there 
ivas a new governor arrived from Spain ; for, it 
feems, the inhabitants of that place could hardly 
be brought to believe fo agreeable a piece of 
pews. 

As Don Alvarez had fent notice of hi^ 

^^ ' arrival, he was greatly furprifed at fo fmgvir 
lar a queftion. He had, howev(?r, command enough 
over himfelf, not to let apy one knpw what J^c 
thought of the matter. Befides, thp Gu^anis made 
him more than amends for this difrefpeftful be- 
haviour J for, wherever he came, hg found the 
roads lined with men, women, and children, lifting 
their hands up to heaven, to blefs God for having 
beftowcd on them a governor, whom they, every 
wherej heard fo'mjjch gpod of. They brought 
him all manner of provifions, and even fent d^- 
puties to cpipplimpnt hiqi, which fome performed 
in their own* language, ;and fome, in the Spanift. 
On his nearer approach to the city, moft of the 
inhabitants came oiit to meet hini, and cxprefled 
their joy, on his fafe arrival, in terms fufficient 
to cpnyince hitn, th^t the province ftood greatly 
in need of a man, like him, to govern it, 

At length, he arrived at the Afll]mption,the 
eleventh of March, followed by a great numl^r of 
officers and other gentlemen, who came out to com- 
pliment him. Irala received him at the head of the 
garrifon, attended by phe officers of the revenue, 
and the council of the province. Don Alvarez 
then prodiiced his comqiiffions, which, being read 
with a loud voice, IraU faluted hjili in quality of 
adelaptade, governor, and captain general of Rio • 
jie la Plata. Dpn Alvarez, on his fide, confirmed 
Irala, in his poll of king's lieutenant. j and all the 
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officers of juftkcj in theirs •, and every thing pafled, 
jn jvppearance, to the greateft fatisfaftion of all p|ir^ 
jies. But the fincereft joy fcemed to be that of the 
army, and the commpQ peopk. The Spaniards, 
whom Don Alvarez had left to follow him pn rafts, 
did not arrive in lefs than a month after him. They 
were attacked by fome Indians, who attempted, 
with long poles armed v^ith hooks, to draw the 
rafts aihore, and would, perhaps, have fucceeded 
in the attempt, if a chHftian Cacique had not comt 
to the afliftance of the travellers, with all his warr-^ 
riors. The barbarians, however, wounded fome 
of the Spaniards, but tlie Cacique had their wounds 
very well drcft, and took them home for fome 
days, fo that they all arrive^ in pretty good health 
and condition. 

The fate of thefe travellers added new luftre to 
the prudent conduA of the governor. It was 
deemed an inconteftable mark of his fuperior me- 
rit, and pf his enjoying the fpecial proteftion of 
heaven, that, after travcrfing fo great an extent of 
country inhabited by Barbarians, without meeting 
with any, but the mod refpe^ful and afFe<5lionate 
treatment, he had no fooner ieparated from part 
of his men, than thoie, who ceafed to have hini at 
their head, began to find, in the fame Indians, the 
moft furious and inveterate enemies. But many of 
chofe, who could not help allowing the juftnefs of 
thefe refledlions, took no pains to benefit by his 
example; chufing to confider as a miracle, the man- 
ner in which the Indians behaved to him, rather 
than allow it to be the natural confequence of vif- 
f lies,, which they were no way difpofed to in[iitate. 
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BOOK II. 


iZ^eal tfDon Alvarez to re-ejiatlifi> Buenos Ayres^tobieb 
bis predecejfor bad abandoned^ and to civilize and 
convert the Indians^ many of wbom^ particularly tbe 
Guayc$trus^ notwithftanding bis great moderation^ 
be is obliged to bring to reafon by force of armSf 
Aecomt of tbe Guaycurus and their country, A 
tonfpiracy againfl Don Alvarez •, defeated* Epcpe^ 
ditions up tbe Paraguay and tbe rivers falling 
into ity by him and his officers. Curious particulars 
of tbe countries vifited by tbem^ and tbe neighbour- 
ing countries •, efpeciaUy a rich country ^ greafly re- 
Jembling that fo much talked of under this name of 
Del Dorado. Another confpiracy agait^ Don At- 
varez. He is confined -, fcnt to Spain ; andj at 
lengthy acquitted of tbe charges brought againfi bim 
by the confpirators. Don Dominick Martinez dc 
Irala^ declared governor by them \ undertakes ano* 
ther expedition up the Paraguay. Revolution at 
tbe A£umptiQn during bis abfence. 


mm 


DON ALVAREZ heard nothing of the evacu- 
ation of Buenos Ayres, till his arrival at the 
^Vffuniption ', when, his firft care, was to take proper 
ftjeafures for its reeftablifhment. He immediately 
fent two brigantines there; and, foon after, twoothers, 
and omitted nothing, to put in a good ftate of de-. 
fence, a place, whofe importance he was thoroughly 
acquaihted with. He zealoufly applied himfelf 
10 gain the affcftions of the neighbouring Indians ; 

^ and 
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'^, bdng fully pcrfuftcied^ that the beft ^ay k 
infurc fuqcef$ to ap atteippt pf this nature^ and n 
attach them inviolably to the Spaniards, was to 
ynite tfaein together, in the bonds of one religton 
he made their converfion the principal , obje^Jt of 
hb attention. The firft ftep he took for this piif^ 
pde was to aficmble all the regular and iecular 
clergy of the Afliimption, in order to acquaint them, 
in the Emperor's name, that his Majcfty charged 
their confcicnces with every thing relating to tte 
propagation of the gpfpcl, in theTc dark (Countries j 
he then diftributed amongft them facred veffcls and 
ornan^nts for the altar, of which he had made an 
jwnple provifion; and concluded by giving them his . 
word, that he would fupport them, with all his aur 
thority, in the funftiorts of their miniftry j and let 
them want for nothing, when the worlhip of God 
required hi^ afliftance. 

Great complaints had been made to him, that 
fhe officers of the revenue, under pretence of 
levying the Emperor's duties, treated the natives 
very cruelly. To remedy this abufe, he aflembled 
the men of greateft note in his government, a$ 
well thofe of the regular and fecular clergy, as 
thofeof the garrifon and the revenue, and with 
them the Caciques of the Guaranis, and their mit 
lipnaries •^ and acquainted them, that it was the Em- 
peror's intention, the Indians Ihould ihew the great- 
eft refpeft to thofe, who, in order to teach them the 
way to heaven, had been charitable enough to ba- 
niih thcmfelves from their native country, and fub^ 
mit to live amPng them ; that, as this great prince 
had nothing more at heart, than to make theni 
happy during this life, and to fecure to them everlaflh 
ing blifs in the next, he had given him the ftrifteft 
orders to fee that they were well ufed by all. thofe 
they had to do with -, and that he was refolved, to 
pay the moft punftual obedience to his Majefty's in- 
tentions 
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tendons in this refpcft ; but that he expefted, on 
the other hand, that they fhould behave to the 
Spaniards, in the fame manner ; and renounce the 
• cuftom, which he, with the greateft horror, heard 
they were given to, of feeding upon human 
flcfh. The Indians, upon this, aflured him, that 
they (hould cheerfully obey his orders ; and all with- 
drew, penetrated with refpeft, and equally charmed 
with his promifes, and his gracious manner of 
making them. 

Don Alvarez, in the next place, applied himfelf 
to reprefe the infolence of fome Indian nations, who 
were conftantly committing hoftilities againft the 
Spaniards. He began by the Agazes, or Algazes, 
who lived to the eaft of Paraguay, above the Afliimp- 
tion. Thefe Barbarians, who had ever been the 
declared enemies of the Guaranis, were of the talleft 
ftature^ of a very treacherous difpofition, to the laft 
degree fierce and inhuman, and great robbers. 
The Spaniards, before the arrival of Don Alvarez, 
had made war againft them with fome fuccefs, and 
had obliged them to fue for peace, which, the Aga- 
zes, however, were refolvcd to obferve, only till 
an opportunity offered of breaking it to advantage j 
and, they had, even already, began to renew their 
incurfions. . But they no fooner heard of the arrival 
of a new governor, with, a frefh body of troops, than 
they fent him a deputation of three of their Ca- 
tiques, to promife him the moft pcrfeft and unli- 
mited obedience. The firft of the deputies added, 
that it was not his nation^ that had lenewed the war, 
hut fome lawlefs young men, who had been fe- 
verely punifhed for their infolence. Don Alvarez 
thought proper to appear fatisfied with this apology, 
and received their countrymen into favour ; but on 
condition, that they would no longer moleft the 
Guaranis, or any other of the Emperor^s vaflals, 
threatening, that, in cafe they did, he would* not, for 
the future, Ihcw them the kaft mercy. 

The 
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The governor, though thus intent on fecuring 
the peace of his province againft its Indian eqe^ 
mies, did not forget the heavy complaints Ke had' 
received of the revenue officers, who exeifed every . 
thing, and thereby reduced a great number of £»- * 
milies to.fuch diftreis, that many of them had 
nothing left to purchafe the moft ordinary cloathit)g«. 
He began, by fupplying the moft indigent^ with 
what they wanted, at his own expence. He, 
nc^t, fupprefTed fuch taxes as the officers had efta- 
blifhed, without a fufficient authority for fo doing \ 
and being informed, that thefe men began to cabal 
s^nft him, he ordered them to be confined, an4 
profecuted according to law. 

In the mean time, the Guaranis and fbmc other 

nations, who had fubmitted to the Spaniards, made 

heavy complaints to him, of the Gmytcurus. But^ 

though he liftcned to them, with a great deal of 

goodneis, he thought it his duty to examine if 

their complaints were well grounded, before he tobk 

any ftep to redrefs them j he, therefore, charged 

the two ecclefiafticks, and the two religious he had 

brought with him from St. Catharine's, to enquire 

into the aiiatter j and, their report agreeing with 

the complaints of his Allies, he fent bsick the 

two ecclefiafticks, with fifty folders, to tell the 

Guaycurus, in his name, that he was very well dii^ 

pofed to live in peace with them, and even receive 

them among the nnmber of his friends, provided 

tbey would acknowledge themfclves vaflals to the 

crown of , Spain, and not moieft thofe Indians, who 

had done fo already ; otherwifc, he would let them 

fee, that he did not want force fufficient to exad: 

their compliance. 

He even ordered his deputies to fummon tKem 
three times; in this manner j but the Barbarians did - 
not give them an opportunity of complying with 
his dire6tions. Afteir anfv/ering the firit part, of 

his 
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J^meflagcby declariog, that they never wo^ld 
aeknowledgjc the king of Spain for their foyereign ; 
and that they were firmly refolved to continue 
their hoftilities ; they defired the deputies to with^ 
draw, and even difcharged ibme arrows at 
them, by which feveral foldiers were wounded. 
Don Alvarez thought it his duty, not to fufier fo 
much infi>lence to go unpuniflied ; and the 1 2th 
of July, 1542, he embarked upon two brigan- 
tines, with four hundred Spaniards, followed hf 
t^n thoufand Guaranis on two hundred rafts, for 
the oppofitc banks of the riven The 14th, all the 
troops were landed, and the governor fent a de-^ 
tachment of Guaranis, to know how the Guaycurus 
were polled. The Guaranis reported, that they 
were marching back to their mwns, with all their 
families, Jiunting by the wayv according to, cufhrni, 
fo that they retreated but very flowly. Upon this 
Don Alvarez gave orders to purfue them ; and not 
to difcharge any of their great or fmail arms, or 
light any fires in the n*^ht time during the purfuit^ 
Th£ 15th, the allies began their march, in the 
following order. ^ A proper number of fcouts, pre- 
ceded the main body, in order to make ufeful dif^ 
coveries *, and, by night, fpies were lent out, to 
examine where the enemy encamped* The Gi^a* 
ranis formed a battalion, whofe front extended a 
whole league. They all wore caps made of fea- 
thers ; and, on their fpreheads, plates of a certain 
kind of metal, which, when the fun Ihone upon it, 
caft agreat luftre. The Spanifh cavalry appeared 
next, at a little diftance, followed by the governor^ 
at the head of the infantry. The march was doled 
by carts full of Indian women, ^and the necefiary 
litres. About the middle of the firft day's march, 
a ipy, belonging to the Guaycurus, came to ac- 
quaint the governor, that the Guaranis had con* 
Ipired to withdraw themfelves ^ and this intelli-- 

gence 
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gcnce^ whofe au^hpr the Spaniar<ls did not know 
to be what he really was, gave them Ibmc luieafi^ 
ncfs. Don Alvarez, however, thought pn^er not 
to -let the Guaranis know any thing of the mafter ; 
and, as the moon fhonc very bright, continued his 
inarch after night-fall, having fir ft given the Spani- 
ards orders to keep their nnatches lighted, and th^ir 
arms in readinefs againft the firft notice. 

When they had marched for fomc time in this 
manner, they arrived at a fmall, but very thick, 
wood, where the. governor thought proper they 
fhould halt for the remainder of the night. But 
the Guaranis had fcarce entered it, when a tygcr, 
getting among them, caufed fome difordcr in their 
battalion. The Spaniards, who, in confequencJe of 
the falfe notice they had received the day before 
concerning thefe Indians, entertained the moft vio- 
lent fuipicions of their fidelity, took it into their 
heads, that they were now preparing to withdraw, 
or even attack them. They, therefore, immediately 
fired upon the body they formed, and wounde4 
fome of them. Upon this, the Guaranis all took 
to their heels, to gain a mountain in the neighboiir- 
hood ; and, that very moment, a$ the Spaniards 
ftill continued to fire, two balls grazed the check 
of Don Alvarez, who had ftept forward in order 
to put a ftop to the diforder. His fecretary tells 
us in his Memoirs, that this (hot had be^n levelled 
at him by fome one or another, defirous* of doing 
pleafure to Don Domingo Martinez de Irala, who^ 
could not bear the thoughts of being a fubaltcm, 
in a province^ whefe he had commanded in chief-, 
and, unhappily for this offtcer's character, his &b^ 
fequent behaviour has given all the reafon ivk the 
world to believe, that his ruling paffion was to, 
have no fuperior, and that he was no way fcrupu- 
lous in the choice of means to. make hiipfelf inde- 
pendent. It has even been the opinion of feverali^ 

that 
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that t>on Juan de Ayolas, fell a facrifice to hti 
ambitioQ. 

Don Alvarez, however^ continued to follow 
the Guaranis to the top of the mou ntain, where, 
on his firft appearance, they all immediately ga- 
thered about him. He then fet them right, by 
telling them, that the Spaniards, on feeing them in 
motion, thought they were going to defert them* 
The Guaranis anfwered, that, on their fides, they 
imagined the Guaycuras were coming to fall uport 
them, and that, in gaining the mountain, they had 
nothing in view, but to take pofleflion of an ad- 
vantageous poll to defend themfelves. Don Alva- 
rez then addreffed himfelf to the Spaniards, ftridt- 
ly commanding them not to give the Guaranis the 
leaft caufe of fufpicion or complaint ; taking no- 
tice, that, if fo numerous a nation fhould declare 
againft them, they would never be able to maintain 
their ground at the Affumption, as the Guaranis 
could eafily unite with the Guaycurus to drive 
them out of it. He, at the fame time, ordered 
the cavalry to march firft ; and, in this order, pro- 
ceeded till two hours after night-fall, when, the 
whole army halted a fecond time to take fome reft 
and refreftiment ; after which they fet out again, 
about eleven, in the greateft filence. 

Some time after, one of the governor's Ipies 
came to mform him, that he had left tihe Guaycurus 
building themfelves huts. This intelligence * gave 
Don Alvarez the more pleafure, as he was afraid 
the vollies of fmall arms fired in the beginning of 
the night had been heard by thefe barbarians, and 
made them haften their retreat. However^ he or- 
dered his troops to march but fldwly, in order to 
arrive by day break within fight of the enemy. He 
then diftributed little crofles among the Guaranis, 
which ^he defircd them to wear on their breafts or 
Ihoulders, that the Spaniards might ' diftinguilh 

them 
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tliem during the engagement •, ordered hay to be 
put into the horfes mouths to prevent their neigh- 
ing; and direfted the Guaranis to inveft the 
Guaydurus, except for a fmall fpacc towards the 
mountains, not chufliig to f'educc them to defpair, 
as he knew they would, in that cafe, fell their lives 
at a very dear rate. 

The Spaniards and Guaranis foon after got with- 
Tn hearing of the enemies drums, to the found of 
which thcfe barbarians cried out with all their 
might ; that they defied all the nations of the world 
to come and attack them ; that their numbers were 
but few, but that they were the braveft men on 
the face of the earth i the lords of all its inhabi- 
tants, and of all animals. It is cuftomary with 
them, to fing in this manner every night, when 
they happen to be at war, and think the enemy at 
no fmall diftance from them. At day-break, th^y 
quitted their camp, and laid themfelves flat on the 
ground ; but the next niorhent perceived the army 
of the chriftians. At this unexpefted fight, they 
immediately began to cry out, " Who are you^ 
that thus dare to approach us ? " And the Guaranis 
having anfwered them, in their own language, that 
they were come to revenge the death of the In- 
dians they had maffacred/' " Draw near then, re- 
plied the Guaycurus, we will ferve you in the fame 
manner-," and at the fame time, darted fire-brands 
in the faces of the chriftians. Theh rUnnihg to 
their huts for their bows and arrows, they fell 
upon Don Alvarez's forces with f6 much fury, thatJ 
the Guatanis at laft began to give way. 

The governor, upon this, having commanded 
Don Pedro de Bafba to give the Guaycurus a dif- 
charge froni his artillery, and Don Juan de Salazar' 
to advance with the infantry, which he himfclf 
drew out in order of battle, ordered the charge tcV 
be founded with the ufual cry of SaiUiago. He",'. 
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himfelf was to be fecn every where among the fore- 
moft. Hopping thofe . who endeavoured to cover 
him from the enemy; and this undaunted be- 
haviour of his, along witii the fight of the horfes, 
which the Guaycurus were utterly unacquainted 
with, caufed fo great confternation among them, 
that, after fetting fire to their cabins, they fled 
with the utmoft precipitation to the mountain, 
through the opening that had purpofely been left for 
them. Thetr number amounted to four thoufand. 
Some Spaniards having advanced too haftily, while 
the cabins were on fire, two of them were killed ; 
and the Guaycurus cut ofi^ their heads, after treat- 
ing, in the fame manner, two Guaranis whom they 
h^ talcen prifoners in the beginning of the engage- 
ment. Don Alvarez purfued the runaways for 
fome time. During the purfuit, one of them faced 
about ', fattened upon the neck of a trooper's horfe, 
, who rode by the fide of Don Alvarez ; and never 
let go his hold, till he was killed ; as were a great 
many others. The governor, at length, ordered 
a retreat to be founded ; and, after a fliort rcpofe, 
marched back with all his army towards the Af- 
fumption. 

Don Alvarez foon perceived, that he had a 
party of Guaycurus at his heels ; for thofe Indians, 
knowing it was cuftomary with the Guaranis to re- 
treat, without looking behind them, as Ibon a^. 
they -carried off but an arrow or any fuch flight 
thing from an enemy, and ramble different ways,. 
were in hopes of picking up fome of them by this> 
means. But the governor, though with a great 
deal of pains, obliged the Guaranis to march in 
a body, and in good order, till they were got quite 
out of the reach of the enemy. The Spaniards, 
made about four hundred prifoners of both fexes, 
and aU ages, on thij occafijon ; and, when there 
no longer appeared any enemies behind them,^ 

broke 
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hrcke up and hunted all the reft of the way home^ 
ib that they all arrived at the Afiumption loaded 
with every fort of game, that the country aflForded. 

Don Gokzalez de Mendoza, whom the gover- 
nor had left to comm^d there during his abfence^ 
informed him at his return, that feveral Indian 
nations, alarmed by the war he had declared 
^ainft tl^ Guaycurus, had lent deputies to know^ 
if he would receive them as friends ; in which cafe 
they even offered to join the Spaniards againft all . 
their enemies ^ but that thefe deputations appeared 
fiEii^icious tp him; and that he even imagined the 
ibledefigncsf them was to difcover, if it was pofiible^ 
to furprize the plad^, while the greateft part of the 
ganibn was abfent \ which determined him to 
detain the deputies. Don Alvarez, upon this, 
caufed thettr to be brought into his prefence ; and^ 
not finding Don Mendoza's fufpicions fufficiently 
grounded, treated them all with a great deal o£ 
kindne& ; and difiniiied them loaded with prefents 
to acquaint their caciqaes^ that he was Very wilting 
to receive, as friends and vaf!als to the Emperor, 
all thofe who were difjpoied to live in peace with 
his allies^ 

This was not the cafe wath the Agazes, of whom 
Mendoza made heavy ccunplaints to Don Alvarez* 
Thefe traitors, on a fuppofition that the town had 
been left in a defenceleis condition^ had gathered 
about it, the very firft night after the army's fetting 
out ; and, though they retreated on finding their 
intmtions difcoveitd, had committed, in their way 
home, great diforders in the villages of the Guara- 
nis. Doi\ Alvarez, incenfed at this behaviour, or- 
dered the hofUges, which they had given him on 
his granting tt^m a peace, to be hanged ; but 
drferred till another time to punifli them perfonal- 
ly for this breach of their promifc. The Tapurue:i 
<ir Itapuruf'sc^ a roving unfcttlcd people, in the 
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neighbourhood of the Guaycurus, who had hither- 
to been very troublefome to the Spaniards, behaved 
with more difcretion; they came in ofthemfelves to 
i'ue for peace -, accepted it on Don Alvarez's own 
conditions ; and have ever lince inviolably oblerved 
them. 

As the late defeat of the Guaycuiu? had not 
fufficiently terrified that fierce and numerous na- 
tion, to leave the Spaniards any great hopes, that 
they would not, on the firft favourable opportunity, 
recommence hoftilities -, Don Alvarez refolved, 
orice for all, to prevent any future uneafincfs from 
that quarter. But, as it was no eafy matter to 
make him defpair of gaining, by fair means, thoie 
efpecially, whom he had convinced it was in his 
power to reduce by force ; he thought proper 
not to employ the laft, till the firft fhouJd prove 
inefl^eftual. He, therefore, began by taking 
froni the Guaranis fuch of the Guaycurus as had 
fallen into their hands, after declaring to both, 
that it was the Emperor's intention, that the pri- 
foners of war fhould not be treated as flaves ; and 
added, that he would fcvcrely punifh whoever dif- 
obeyed his Majefty in this rcfpeft. Having, after 
this, caft his eyes upon one of the prifoncrs that 
bad been brought before him, and whofe figure 
and countenance fpoke greatly in his favour, he 
ordered him to return home, and let his country- 
men know, that he was ftill ready to receive them 
into the number of his friends, on the terms he 
had at firft propofed to them. This man executed 
his commiflion fp well, that all the inhabitants of 
his village fet out along with him for the Aflump- 
tion. Asi foon as they* made their appearance on 
the oppofite banks of the river, Don Alvarez fent 
canoes to ferry them over ; and twenty of their 
principal men immediately embarked, in order ta. 
wait upon him. Having received them in a very 

friendly 
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friendly manner, hcwas^old by one among them, 
who was commiflioned to fpeak for the reft, that 
his nation had made war upon every other nation, 
and fubdued them all ; but that they now found ^ 
the Spaniards to be braver than themfelves, and 
had, therefore, fent him to deliver up their arms ; 
that the governor might give them what orders 
he pleafed, and that they fhould chearfuUy obey 
them. The ambalfador added, that the Guaranis 
had never dared to attack them alone ; but that, 
notwithftanding, they were willing to live in peace 
with them for the future, on the governor's ac- 
count. 

Don Alvarez made anfwer, that he was come 
into the country to prevail on the inhabitants to 
embrace the only religion that was true, and yield 
homage to the Emperor ; and to eftablifh a lafting 
peace among the feveral nations, into which they 
were divided ; that, if they ' would but promife 
him never to difturb the peace, they might be fure 
to obtain from him all the favour and proteftion 
they could wifti for; and that he would reftore 
them all the prifoners he and his allies had taken 
from them in the late engagement. He even de- 
livcred them, on the Ipot, all thofe that were to 
be found at the Aflumption ; which made fuch an 
imprcffion upon them, that they immediately fwore 
inviolable allegiance to the Emperor. He then 
made them a great many prefents, and difmiflcd 
them highly pleafed with his difcourfe, but more 
^irh his behaviour. As we Ihall be often obliged 
to fpeak again of this nation, I think it my duty 
to take thi^ opportunity of making the reader 
properly acquainted with it. He may judge, by 
what I am about to lay of them, how neccflary it 
was for the fucceiDEbrs of Don Alvarez to follow 
his example in dealing with the natives ct this vaft 

cenrinenf. 
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I SAID that the Guaycurus were a numerous 
nation j but it is only in comparifon with moft of 
thofe, who inhabit this part of the continent of 
America ;; for they are very far from being fo in 
proportion to the vaft traft of land occupied by 
them. It is true, that a great deal of their coun- 
try is almoft uninhabitable, being full of ftiarlhes 
when the rivers overflow, and fo dr)' and parched 
up at other feafons of the year, that the ground is 
every where full of great clefts and crevices -^ and 
the inhabitants, to avoid perilhing with thirft, are 
obliged to take pbft in the neighbourhood of fome 
other marfhes which never dry, and whofe water* 
arc very foul and turbid. The Guaycurus form 
three tribes -, all of them, a cruel, fierce, intrafta-* 
ble people, .and very troublcfome neighbours to the 
• province of Paraguay, whofe inhabitants often fee 
their country fettlements full of them, when they 
think them at the greatci^ diftance ; nay, they have 
often the aflTurance to offer to fale in one place what 
they have carried off from another. Drunkenefs 
prevails among them to fuch a degree, as to almoft 
deftroy all the hopes the miflionaries might other-» 
wife entertain of being able to civilize them. 
They generally go quite naked, except the wo- 
men, who wear a covering from the wafte down 
to the calf of the leg. When the weather is very 
cold, which fcldom happens in their country, they 
all wear fliort cloaks, with large caps made of flcin, 
which they are always very ready to exchange witli 
the Spaniards for wine or any other ftronger liquor. 
They paint their bodies more or lefs, according to 
their age, and th^ir rank in the army. The mi- 
nute a child comes into the world, they bore its 
ears to hang to them fome baubles ; and, as faft as 
the hairs appear, pull them all out by the roots, 
except enough to form a tuft on. the crown of the 
head, and two crowns, of which this tuft is the 
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center. But this ornament is peculiar to the maleS/ 5 
for thty do iiot IcAve. a fingle hair on the heads of 
the girls. The boys are painted black till the age 
of fourteen; and, afterwards, red, till fixteen, when 
they obtain a bracelet, which they wear a little 
above the navel, a belt, and a net work cap 
for their hair. , Till this ceremony they are kept 
under great fubjeftion, and any one may lay what 
commands he pleafes upon them It is cuftom- 
ary to prick them early in feveral parts of the 
body ; and, though this operation, in the manner 
they perform - it, is extremely painful ; children 
but four or five years old have been feen to apply 
for it very earneftly, and endure it with the greateft 
conftancy. 

BiFOitE they give their children a name, they 
boie their lower lip to hang to it fome trinket or 
other, which they Q?^\Albata. This ceremony is per- 
formed by their juglers, or old warriors. If there is 
any ornament in this, it is an ornament fit only for 
barbarians ; but I am more inclined to think, 
they do it to appear more terrible ; and it cer- 
tainly anfwers this purpofc -, for, what with the 
different colours, with which they daub them- 
fclves; their almoft total want of hair on their 
heads ; and the odd form of what they keep ; 
their want of eyclaflies, which they fay they take 
oiBF in order to fee the better ; their numerous or- 
naments of glafs, iheils, and metals, which they 
hang to their bells, and the jingle of which may 
be beard at a confideraUe diftance ; their ears and 
their lips bored and loaded with imaginary jewels i 
they make a moft frightful figure, and fuch 
as ftrangers can fcarce ever accuilom thcmfelves 
to. 

Bv the fiib^dion, under which they keep their 
children, the boys are early enured to war, and the 
girls to labour ; but, on thb occafiofv the laws of 
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nature, and thediftatcs of reafon, are utterly difre^ 
garded. They take no pains to form their heads 
or their hearts, or infpir^ them with the leaft re-r 
fpeft or attachment to thole, from whom they re- 
ceived their beings ; nay, they often have the ii^fo- 
knce, when ftrong enough^ to ftrike their parents, 
without having any thing to fear from the laws of 
their country. Their villages are but a kind of 
fpacious barns, divided, by partitions, into three . 
great rooms or halls, and covered with a roof, 
barely fufEcient to fcreen theni from the heat of 
the fun -, for the leaft puff of wind is fufficient 
to carry it away. The Cacique occupies the middle 
divifion, with his family and his officers. Here 
likewife, all the arms of his fubjeds, are conftantly 
depofitecl. The fubjtds 'live on both fides, 
where all the furniture appears, one thing a top of 
another, in the moft diforderly manner. The Ca-r 
cique, whofe dignity is hereditary, receives great ho- 
nours from his fubjefts, who acknowledge in him, an 
unlimited authority, and always obey his orders with 
the greateft readinefs and punduality. His children, 
as foon as they come into the world, are committed 
to the care of fome trufty perfons, and fent to fome 
diftant place, where, according to the ideas of the 
people, they are pretty well ectiicated. During this 
jcourfe of education^ they fee their parents bilt very 
feldom. 

The boys are admitted foldiers at fixteen ^ and 
this firft ftep to military preferment is very painful. 
It is always fome diftinguilhed veteran, who per- 
forms the ceremony. He, firft, makes the candi- 
date fit down by him ; and then begins to pull out, 
by the roots, the hairs that compofe one of his crowns. 
This the boy muft fuffer without ftirring, or 
making the leaft complaint. He, next, pricks hjm 
all over the body, and even in the moft private and 
fenfible parts, with a fharp pointed bpne 5 and witl^ 
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the blood, that iflues from the numerous punftures, 
pubs his head. Then, he feizes the tuft of hair on 
the crown of the patient's head ; pulls it with all 
his ftrength •, ties it as hard as he can ; and 
wraps it up in a net. To conclude, he rubs him 
all over the body with a red earth, ^and declares 
himfoldier. The new fbldicr is henceforth treated 
with honour ; no private peHbn has, after this ce- 
remony, any right to command him ,j and he may 
do what he pleafes. 

The degree of veteranfhip is conferred at the age 
of twenty, it being fuppofed, that at twenty, a man 
has acquired his full ftrength and vigour. The per- 
fon, who intends to take this degree, caqfes his tuft 
to be cut off the evening before his receptioq -, and 
th« crown of hair that ftill remains, to be reduced 
to a finger's breadth ; after which, he rubs himfclf 
all over the body with melted wax, or fifh greafe. 
The night fdllowing, he paints himfelf from top 
to toe, with different colours •, binds his head below 
the crown of hair that ftiU remains, with a bandage 
of red thread s covers all his body with little feathers 
prettily enough difpofed and hangs to his belt little 
balls made with the fame kind of feathers. Thus 
cquipt, he takes into his hand a kind of drum, or 
rather balloon, well ftuft with water, which he 
beats with a calabafh, finging all the time, from 
day-break till about five in the evening. He, 
next, diftributes among feven foldiers chofen by 
himfelf for this purpofe, fharp pointed bonces, with 
which they, Jour or five times, prick his privities 
through and through. Then, to conclude the ce- 
remony, they rub his head with the blood that iflues 
from the wounds they have made. 
The life of a foldier among the Guaycuras is a 

veiy 'painful one, in pe^ce as well as in war; 
they are conftantly on the watch, that they ipay not 

{>e furprifed by their enemies. Every town has a 
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centinel placed on a little eminence, to give notice 
of every motion in the neighbourhood j and, at 
night conftantly fends out fcouts, to fcour the coun- 
try ; and, befides, places foldiers up and down, who 
never ceafe whiftlirig, to fhew that they are awake, 
and on their guard. They are all up at the firft 
alarm, when thofe, who cannot bear arms, imme- 
diately fly to fome place of fafety, where it is irp- 
poffible to track them, they leave fo little impref- 
fion behind them upon the ground they tread on. 
They fcarce ufe any other diverfion, but that of 
ftiooting at a mark, and are, of courfe^ excellent 
markfmen* Befides ' their bows, arrows,. and man- 
canas, they have a kind of knife made with the 
jaw-bone of a fifli. They, every year, attack fome 
one nation or another, befides the Spaniards, againft 
whom they carry on a perpetual war. They ge- 
nerally kilLall txhe men that fall into their hand! .; 
but preferve the boys> to marry them to their daugh- 
ters, felling to their neighbours the children born 
of thefe marriages. They avoid, as much as poC- 
fible, coming to hands with the Spaniards in the 
plains, becaufe they have nothing to defend them- 
felves againft their fire arms ; but they have a 
jiundre<i ftratagems to attack them to advantage. 
They are fo well mounted, that, when purfued, they 
foon reach pofts, which they can eafily hinder the 
Spaniards from penetrating. When they are told 
that the Spaniards are coming to attack them, they 
coolly anfwer, " ht them come •, when they have 
eat up all their bifcuit, they mult go as they came, 
to get a new ftock." 

The day a child is weaned, and the day it begins 
to run about with the reft, are both holidays in the 
town, where the child is weaned, or begins to run 
about-, but the return of the Pleiades, which they 
call the kids^ upon the horizon, is a general holi- 
day obfervcd by the whole nation. They prepare 

for 
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for it, by fhaking their matts, and beating their par- 
titions. The men, then, form themfclves into one 
battalion, and the women into another ; and fall 
upon each other pretty ferioufly. It is a diverlion, 
if you pleafe, but is a diverfion fit only for barba- 
rians. The boys and girls, likewifc, exchange fome 
cufis, but merely for form-fake. Thefe en- 
gagements are followed by races •, and, then, both 
partie3 mutually wifti each other an accoinplifli-* 
ment of all their wilhes, and, above all things, fuc- 
cefsagainft their enemies. The feaft always ter- 
minates in drunkenefs. 

Every town mourns for the death of its Ca- 
cique, and that of his children, and neafcft relations. 
This ceremony confifts in obferving a ftridt con- 
tinence, for a longer or fliorter time, in proportion 
to the rank of the deceafed, or the people's afFeAion 
for him ; in fafting, that is, in not eating fifh, which 
is the thing in the world, next to wine, thefe 
Indians are- fondeft of; inputting on a forrowful 
countenance, and not painting either face or body. 
The Cacique, as often as he happens to be in 
mourning, changes the names of all his futgeils. 
On the death of perfons of diftinftion, they im- 
mediately butcher a certain number of men and 
women, to bear him company in the other world ; 
nor do they find it a difficult matter to obtain vic- 
tims ; there arc always enough to put in for this 
honour. The funeral is performed with great ce- 
remony. The body is decked out with the finefl: 
trinkets they can get. Thofc of the Caciques, cfpe- 
cially, carry with them to the grave the moft pre- 
cious ornaments of the whole town. Nor is there 
any need of compulfion on the occafion ; all 
preffing to give the deceafed the fincereft proofs of 
refpedt and afitdtion. 

PoLYGAMV is not known among the Guaycurus ; 
but the bon<fs of matrimony are fo very flight, that, 

when 
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when the parties do not like each other, they feparatc 
without any further ceremony. In other refpeds, 
they do not appear to have the moft diftant notions 
of that balhfulnefs fo natural to the reft of man* 
kind : thofe aftions, which require moft privacy, 
being among them performed in the face of the 
whole world. The girls, who prove with child be- 
fore marriage, either deftroy their burden in the 
womb, or lay violent hands upon it, the minute 
they are delivered of it, in ' the natural way. 
The condition of the women is very hard ; 
they are treated like flaves, and never allowed a mo- 
ment's refpite. The girls follow the foldiers to the 
war, in order to wait upon them ; and nevejf meet 
with the leaft indulgence. The huft>ands never 
appear to give themVelves any trouble about their 
wives, but at their return from a campaign, when 
they prefent them with the fcalp's of thofe they have 
flain, the only marks of victory they bring home 
along with them. The women deck themfelves 
out with thefe fcalps, by way of celebrating the tri- 
umph of their hulbands, who, on their fide, adorn 
their heads with feathers, and 'their foreheads with 
plates of filver, orfome other metal. The women 
likewife'wear collars upon the occafion -, and, then, 
faften thofe fcalps to a poft, about which they dance, 
finging all the time the praifes of the conquerors. 

When the Guaycurus think themfelvcs threats 
cned with a ftorm, they fally out of their towns, 
the men armed with their mancanas, and the wo^ 
men and children howling with. all their might; for, 
they believe, that, by fo doing, they put to flight 
the devil that intended to excite it. Daily experi- 
ence is not fufficient to convince them of their mif- 
take ; buti perhaps, they think that the devil would 
ufethem worfe, iftheydidnot thus intimidate him 
by their cries and menaces. This is the only divi- 
nity they acknowledge, except the moon, and the 
conftellation called the great bear, to which, how- 
ever. 
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eVer, it does not appear, that they pay any manner 
ofworfliip. As they do not cultivate the ground, 
liey live entirely on river and land game. Nothing 
comes amii's to them. They eat lions, tigers, bears, 
and the moft veriomous fnakes and vipers. Some 
people pretend, that they inure their conftitutiohs 
to this kind of food, by the conftant ufe they make, 
ofit from their inf^incy. Befides, all the Indians 
of South America have very hot ftomachs. 

To return to Don Alvarez, he was now chiefly 
eoipolyed in taking proper meafurcs to affift the 
Spaniards he had. fent, by fea, from the iQand of 
St. Catherine to Buenos Ayr^s •, and, for this pur- 
pofe, he, at laft, difpatched two brigantines, loaded 
with all manner of civil and military ftores, and 
manned by. one hundred men, under the, command 
of Don Gonzalez de Mendoza. He, then, fent a 
detachment of his troops againft the Agazez, who 
fuffered themfclves to be furprifed, and loft a great 
number of men, befides fourteen prifoners, who 
were immediately hanged. This execution had its 
defired effeft. The whoje nation implored the 
governor's mercy^ and fubmitted to all^ the condi- 
tions he thought proper to prefcribe, efpecially 
when they heard of his having taken another 
mcafure, which fpread his reputation all over th« 
country •, and rendered his name as terrible to the 
Indians, as^it had been before dear to them. 

He had received intelligence, it feems, that the 
fon of the unfortunate Alexis Garcia was ftill 
a captive among the Indians, who had killed his 
father, and carried off his treafures ; and thereupon 
fent to beg they would return him their prifoner ; 
butthefe barbarians butchered all his meffengers, 
except one, whom they fent b^ck to acquaint him, 
that, if he dared to prefent himfelf before them, they 
would treat him in the fame manner they had done 
his deputies. Don Alvarez, incenfed at this af- 
front. 


94 T H jS H I S T O R Y 

front, ordered his nephew Don Alj^nfo Riquelmi^ 
to pick out thr^e hundred Spaniards, and a thou- 
fend Indians ; and march againft thefe barbarians, 
and make them fenfible, that he was not' to be in- 
fulted with impunity. Riquelmi, accordingly, fet 
out ; but found them upon their guard, in great 
opmbers, and very advantageoufly p<^ed. Ht 
charged them, however, fo fuddcnly, that he im* 
mediately threw them into dilorder, killed three 
thoufand, and made four thoufand prifoners, His 
viAory, indeed, coft him fotnething, for he loft 
fifty of his beft men on the occafion* 

Don AtVAREz's joy for the fuccefs of this ex-* 
pedition was fbon troubled by the arrival of four 
brigantines from Buenos Ayres, with Eftopinan Ca* 
becade Vaca, and all the Spaniards, whom the? 
governor had fent by fea from the ifland jof St. 
Catherine. Don Eftopinan acquainted the gover- 
nor, that, On his arrival at Buenos Ayres, he found 
a letter there, figned by Don Domingo Martinez de 
Irala, and A Jphonfo Cabrera, wit horders to evacuate 
it, as the inhabitants were,daily in dangerof periih- 
jng by hunger, or the arrows^ of »th^ Indians. Hd^ 
added, that five and twenty Spaniards had taken' 
refuge on the coaft of Brazil^ that, had the^lfiftance 
brought thofe left behind arrived but twenty* 
four hours later, they muft all have inevitably 
perifhed, one way or another ; that, his arrival hav-. 
ing given the inhabitants Jbmefpirits, he had taken 
meafures to alter the fituation of the town^ and re- 
move all the Spaniards to the mouth of the river St* 
John ; but, as winter came on in the mean time^ 
and all the rivers had overflown their banks, ho 
thought the pnly ftep he could take, was to con-* 
duft to the Affumptionallhismen, and all the rc-» 
maining inhabitants. 

^ Mendoza, who, as we juft now faid, had butjuft 
fet out for the relief of Buenos Ayres, had been ftitt 
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more unfortunate, and rwn much greater rifts. 
One of his veflfcls loaded with provifions was 
wrecked, and fomc of the crew , drowned. The 
Ihip, which carried himfclf, being moored clofe ih 
fliore to a tree, an earthquake threw the tree upon- 
the ihip, and, by that means, overfet her. The 
reft of the brigantines fuffered as much ; and 
fourtecen perfons belonging to them were drowned 
or crulhed to death, fo that it w^$ with great dif- 
ficulty Mendoza reached the Aflumption, where 
he foon after had the mortification of being pre- 
fent at a much mcxc terrible difafter. 

On the fourth of February, 1543, an 
^^^' Indian woman, fervant to one of the in- 
habitants, carelefsly ihaking her hammock, which 
happened to take fire, libme of the fparks flew, un- 
obfervcd, into the partitions of t4ie room, which 
was of fliraw ; fo th?u:, in a few minutes, the whole 
houfcwas in fl|james. The fire foon gained all thole 
that furrounded it.; and carried by a ftrong 
tvind, foon reached the reft, and confumed two Hun- 
pred. Its inhabitafits had nq time to fave any thing 
but t heir arn)3 ; their v^ery poultry, and moll of 
their other domeftic animals having been burnt. 
There remained but fifty houfes, feparated from th^ 
reft by water. Thusmoftofth^ inhabitants fawthem- 
felves, in a nK)m^nt, witjiout cloaths, without food, 
without furniture, or merchandize ; and expofed, 
withal, for want of houfe room, to all the injuries 
of the weather 5 but they had a great refource left 
in their governor. He, firft, provided againft the 
moft prefling ^oceffities, and fent to all the Indian 
towns, to buy provifions at hjs own expence. He 
then furniflied, with equal generofity, the money 
requiSte to fgpply the other wants^ of the inhabi- 
tants, fo that all the houfes, which had hitherto 
eonfifted of nothing but ftraw, were, with incon- 
ceivable dilpatqh, rebuilt. of earth.- 

Don 
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Don Alvarez foon received fome news, thaf 
confoled him a little for fuch a train of difafters.- 
In the month of November, of the preceding year,- 
he had, conformably to his inftruftions, and,' with 
the advice of his council, formed a refolution to re- 
mount the Par^uay as high as poflible. He in- 
tended to have been himfelf of this expedition ; but, 
as his prefence was become, from day to day, 
more neceflary at the Affumption, he ^thought he 
had better let fomebody elfe, didy qualified for fuch 
an undertaking, make the firft eflay ; and for this- 
purpofe caft his eye upon his lieutenant, whom her 
knew to be a man of refolution-, and he was, befides, 
glad of having a genteel pretext to remove froni the 
Affumption. He, therefore, told him, that he did 
not know any one fitter for an attempt, the fuccefe 
of which the emperor had greatly at heart ; and 
gave him his word, that he would reprefent ^1 the' 
fervices he might render his majefty an the occafion ^ 
in the moft advantageous light. 

Don Alvarez earneftly recommended to fiimV 
if he could not get quite up to the fource of the 
river, at lead, to pufti as near it as he noflibly 
could V to take ail exaft account of the different 
nations inhabiting its banks • to fend, from time to 
time, parties of Indians, with fome Spaniards, into 
the inland countries, and even penetrate, if poffible, 
into Peru, as he had agreed with Don Chriftophera 
Vaca de Caftm, to endeavour to eftablifh a com^ 
municatbn between that kingdom and Paraguay. 
Irak expreffed great fatisfaftion at. thefe marks of 
his general's efteem and confidence, and, being pro- 
vided with three ftout brigantines manned with' 
ninety Spaniards, aind a great number of Iridians,- 
and plentifully ftored with provifions of every kind, 
fet out the 20th of November, 1542 ; and, after 
remounting the river two hundred and fifty leagues- 
by cftimation, arrived at the mouth of the lake of 
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Ac Xarayez, where he difcovered a port en the 
wcftern (hore, and called it King^s Port^ becaufe Ke 
entered it on the Epiphany, or twelfth-day. After 
taking a little reft heie, he fet forward by land to- 
wards the weft, with all his Indians and Spaniards 
exccpta fufficient number, whom he left behind, to 
take care of the veflels. He met on the road with 
fcvcral nations, whohad a great deal of wrought gold 
and filver ; but he could never difcover whence 
they obtained it. However, he affured the gover- 
nor at his return, that he* might have eafiiy pene- 
trated that way into Peru, had he been in a better 
condition to awe the Indians, whom he every where 
met with. He even added, that thofe in the 
neighboj^rhood of King's Port longed greatly to 
fee the Spaniards and their general among them ; 
but, perhaps, he had reafons of his own for mak-« 
ing thii laft part of the ftory. 

Be that as it will, fome time after Irala's^ return 
to the Aifumption, Riguelmi arrived there, from 
his expedition againtt the murderers of Alexis 
Garcia ; and Don Alvarez, at laft, on the report of 
thefc two officers, refolved not to defer any longer 
taking the fame rout his lieutenant had purfued, 
and even to get nearer Peru, if poflible. He had 
already built ten brigantines for this voyage ; and 
having given orders to fit them out dire^ly, he 
fent Gonzalez de Mendoza to buy provifions^ lu 
fome Indian towns above , up the river, the cqun- 
tiyjof the Guaranis; but the Indians not only 
refufed to fell him any, but exprefled great inve- 
teracy againft the Spaniards j upon which, Don Al- 
varez fent Irala to his afliftance, with orders^ how- 
ever, to employ carefles and prefents, to engage 
them to do with a good grace, what the Spani- 
niards could to oblige them to do by force. This 
method* fucccedeij and two Caciques of thefe 
Indians followed Irala to the Aflumption \ did hor 
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Oiagc to the governor -, and prornifcd to obey, with 
the greateft punftuality, all the orders he might 
jiereatter be pleafed-to give them. 

Every thing was now ready for his departure^ 
when he received intelligence, chat the two friars^ 
whom he had brought with him from the ifland of St. 
Catherine, were privately fet out from the Aflump- 
tion, with letters to the Emperor, accufiqg hin> 
of having filled the province with trouble and con- 
fufion, by the bad ufe he made of his autho- 
rity. It is likewife laid, that, in order to prevent a 
difcovery of what they were about, they con- 
fined a number of Indian girls, whom they had been 
ordered to inftrudl ; and carried them off with them. 
It is not known what they intended by fo doing j 
but it is certain, that the Cacique of the town, 
whence the poor creatures had been taken, came 
to complain of fo ftiamefui an aftion to the gover- 
nor ; and the governor having immediately fen? 
after their conduftors, five and thirty girls were 
found with them. The friars had fent before them 
ibme Spaniards, who were to itturn with them to. 
Spain, and a Brazilian, whom they had feduced 
from the governor's fervice, in which he was very, 
ufeful to the Emperor. This man, it is probable, 
was to be their guide to the coaft of Brazil, , to-' 
wards which, it feems, they had directed theii: 
courfe. 

.The Indiaa girls and their treacherous con- 
duAors being brought back to the AfTumption j 
loon after their arrival, Don Alvarez was given to 
underftand, that the revenue officers were at the. 
bottom of this villainous affair ; and fome letters, 
that were found upon the two friars, convinced 
him thoroughly of it. Upon this, therefore, he 
immediately ordered the criminals to be arretted ;, 
but, though he nowfaw how mueh he was to blame 
for having ftopped the profecution, he had ordered 

to. 
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to be commenced againft them the preced- 
ing year ; and ft ill more, for haying releafed 
them from their confinement, his natural goodnefs 
again got the better of his juftice, and blinded him 
to fucn ^a degree, as to prevent his reflecting, that 
there are certain crimes, which it is dangerous to 
puniih by halves. However, he did lefs than half 
punifh them, for he ordered them all to be fet at 
liberty, on giving fecurity for their good behaviour 
for the future. iHe, it is probable, feared, leaii 
the flownefs of a judicial profecution againft 
them might delay too long his intended expedition 
up the river. However, he parted them, by taking 
along with him the Factor, Peter de Orantez, 
and the treaiurer, Philip Caceres. He then ap- 
pointed Don Juan de Salazar to command, during 
his abfence, at the Afllimptioh -, his lieutenant, ii; 
it is probable, being engaged elfewhere ; and on 
the day of the Nativity of the bkfled Virgin,, 
whole church, confumed in the late conflagatioiH 
he had jufl rebuilt at his own expence^ and had 
even helped to ere£t as a common workman, he took 
ihipping with two hundred Spaniards, after imping 
recommended, above all things, to Salazar, to have 
ready, againft his return, a brigantine, he had orr 
dered to be built^ with a view of fending her ta 
Spain, with difpatches to the Emperor. 

Don Alvarez was followed by twelve hundred 
of the braveft Guarani warriors in canoes •, but his 
engaging manners feemed to render fa much pre- 
caution needlefs. He made fuch confiderablc prc^ 
fents to all the Indians, in the towns he paffcd by, 
on both fides of the river, that they vowed perpe- 
tual friendship to the Spaniards, and religioafly 
kept their promife. He otdered the two revenue 
officers to travel by land, -with -two hundred Spa^ 
niards more, and an. equal number of Indians, and 
wait for him at Candlemas port -, but Caceres, hav- 
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ing loft his horfe the very firft day, obtained kavo 
to return home, and fend his fbn in his ftead« 
The 1 2th, the fleet entered Candlemas port, which, 
by an obiervacion of the fun, was found to be in 
the latitude of 22 degrees and 40 minutes. 

The day following, feven Payaguas appeared on 
the banks of the river, and made figns to exprefs 
their defire of fpeaking with the Spaniards. Don 
Alvarez, upon this, fcnt alhore to them feven Spa-, 
niards, with aGijarani, who, having been a flave 
among the Payagu^, could fpeak their language 
very fluently. The Payaguas aiked the Spaniards, 
if they were the fame that fo often went up and 
down the river, and being anfwered in the affirma-^ 
five, one of the Payaguas told them he would 
be glad to fpeak y/ith their commander. He was, 
accordingly, conduced to Don Alvarez, who having 
afked him what he wanted, he anfwered, that his- 
Cacique would be very glad to enter into an alli<r 
ance with him ; that he had dill by him all the 
Creafure he had carried oflffrom the great' captain 
Ayolas ; and that he was ready to reftore it, if the 

governor would but pardon the treachery he had 
ecu guilty of. 
Don Alvarez having aiked him in what the 
treafur^ confifted, he anfwered, in as much gold and 
filver, in bracelets, crowns, and other ornaments, as 
fixty. fix Indians could carry. Upon this, Doix 
Alvarez defired the Indian to aflure his Cacique^ 
that he was come into the country, by order of the 
Emperor, to pacify all the nations that inhabited it ; 
pardon paft offences j offer his proteftion to fuch 
of the natives, as were willing to. declare themfelves 
his vafliah, and live upon good terms with his fuh- 
jcfts ; and that, if his Cacique was diipofed to ac- 
cept thefe conditions, he might come to fee him ia 
the gfeatell fafety, and fliould have all the reafon 
itk the world to be well pleafird with his x^eptiou. 

He 
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He then gave the meflenger fome prefents for his 
Cacique, and fome for himfelf, and afked him when 
he might expert to fee him again, and his Cacique. 
The Fayagua anfwered, the day following ; and 
was then rccondu(5ted to the place where he had 
been taken up« 

Some days, however, having pad, without the go* 
vernor*s hearing any thing of either of them ; his 
Guarani interpreter, to whom he expreffed his *fur«- 
prize at it, told him, he imagined it would be to no 
purpofe, to wait for them any longer*, that there was 
not a more fufpicious or treacherous nation on the 
face of the earth, thdn[the Payaguas -, that all the Ca- 
cique-aimed at by tkis meflage, was to gain time and 
amule him ^ that, in his opinion, he would do well 
to purfue them j that, as they were heavily loadejl^ 
it would be no difficult matter to come up with 
them ; that, to judge by what he knew of the 
country, they would not halt, till they arrived at 
|i lake well ftored with filh, in the centre of a very 
fine country ^ and which had been well pco- 
pled, before the Payaguas had murdered its inh4>- 
bitants. Don Alvarez took the Guaraiii*s advice, 
and caufed himfelf to be put alhore, with great 
part of his troops, at the mouth of a river, by which 
the lake empties itfelf into the ParagUj^y, Before 
he could reach this river, he obferved a pretty n\P> 
tnerous body of Indiansi who, his interpreter in^ 
formed him, were the Payaguas endeavouring to 
make their efcape ; but, though he followed, iot 
eight days together, the courfe of this river, andl 
made the tour of the lake from whence it ifliieSi 
he could meet with none of them j and, therefore^ 
judging that it would be to no purpofe -, to pr5^ 
ceed further in queft of fuch a roving, unletded 
people, he made the bcft of his v^ray back, to Can* 
dlemas port. 
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Here Don Alvarez embarked again, leaving 
behind him Mendoza> with inftructions, whith 
probably regarded the Payaguas. The banks of 
the river in this place are covered with different 
kinds of fruit trees, particularly the caffia tree. A 
little higher, it is rendered exceedingly rapid by 
two rocks, which, projefting from the oppofitc 
Ihores, greatly ftreighten the channel. The Spa- 
niards caught here great plenty of Goldenies, fbme 
weighing fifteen pounds. The flelh of this fifh 
is both very wholfome, and very well tafted. It is 
even pretended, that the water, in which it has 
been boiled, is a fovcreign remedy againft the itch, 
and the leprol'y. Mendoza noit^ rejoined the go-* 
vcrjior, who, having difcovered a great ftir among 
the Indians, alarmed, no doubt, at the fight of ^6 
numerous a fleet, ordered him to quiet them« He 
himfelf entered into a conference with the Gir^- 
reropoSy and made them promife not to molcft fuch 
of his people, as he might leave behind ; but thefe 
barbarians broke their woi;d, which, however, Fer- 
nandez pretends bis countrymen gave them fuf« 
ficient provocations not to keep. 
< In this latitude, the river overflows to fuch a dt* 
gree, when the fun has reached the tropic, that 
it lays under water more than an hundred leagues of 
country on both fides •, fo that, according to the au-: 
thor juft now cited, canoes pafs freely over the 
higheft trees. Thefe inundations laft four months ; 
the waters begin to fall towards tho end of 
March •, and leave behind them a prodigious 
quantity of fifh, which, by putrefying, infcft 
the air, and render the country very fickly j hut 
when the waters are quite dried up, the In- 
dians repair, in great numbers, to the river ; livie 
-upon the filh with which it abounds, and fpend their 
whole time in mirth and diverfion. 

Don 
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Dm Alv^kZs who found them there, ifcmid 
not permit aof of his people to have any dealings 
with them, though he received with great kindnefs 
feveral of theok who came to wait upon him and 
even made tbem fotne prcfents. The 25th of 
Odober, he arrived at^ place, whe^e the river 
divided, to the left, into three branches, the middle- . 
moft refembling a great lake, which, a little higher 
up, unite again. A little higher up, and on the 
fame fide, is another river, formed by a great many 
ftreams, which, by their inofculations, compofe a la- 
byrinth, out of which the Indians of the country 
find it no eafy matter to extricate themfelves. This 
river they call IguafUy which fignifies gaod wafer* 
Don Alvarez entered it, aftct-' planting crofles t6 
let thofe who followed him know the rout he had 
taken. The 8th of November, having alcended 
and defcended all thefe rivers, he returned to the 
Paraguay, and found himfelf oppofite feveral bald 
and lofty mountains, of a reddifh colour, in th^ 
form of bells j where he was informed, a kind of 
vhite metal was to be found. Between this and 
King's Port, the river was fo low, , that his men 
were obliged to. get into the water, and, by force 01 
arms, h^p the brigantines over fome fhallowSy. 
about a crois-bow-ihot in length. 

The governor, on entering the port, found there, 
before him, a great number of Indians, who impa- 
tiently wwed his arrival, and received him with 
the greatest demonftrations of joy* On his fide, he 
treated them with the greatefl: kindnefs ; and, be- 
ing inforn^ed that they adored idols, a thing that 
had not as yet been obferved, among any of the 
other nations of this continent, he earneftly ex- 
horted the Iccular and regular clergy, who accom- 
panied him in this expedition, to omit nothing t^ 
open their eyes, and bring them qvcr to the know- 
ledge of the true God. He even (poke to them, 
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h|tn(clf, of the ^caknefs of thefe dumb and bfind 
divinities; and at laft prevailed on them, togive up 
thcfe objefts of their worfhip to the flames 5 not- 
vrithftanding the great apprehcnfionj they at firft- 
-Jcemcd to be under, left the devils fhould punilh 
themfeverely for it. This done, Don Alvarez 
caufed a crols to be ercfted, and built a chapel, 
where mafs was fung with great folemnity, to the 
no fmall fatisfadion of the Indians. After this 
ceremony, he took pofleffion,of the whole coimtry, 
lor the crown of Spain •, and, perhaps, there is not 
any in dl this vaft province, in which it was rhore 
theintereflof the Spaniards to make a Iblid efta- 
blifhment, and which, notwithftanding, they hav^ 
more ncgkded, as will appear in the courfe of 
this hiftory. Don Alvarez having by this perceived, 
that the Indians took oflfence at the Spaniards pene- 
trating into their towns, forbid, it diref^ly, under 
the fcvereft penalties. 

These Indians cultivate the earth ; grow fever al 
kinds of excellent fruit, manioc and maiz, of 
which laft, they make the earth yield them two 
crops a. year. Filhing, fowling, and hunting are- 
another ^eat refource. They kkewife l»-eed gecfe, 
and cocks and hens, though not entirely for the 
fake of their fiefh; for they make uleof the firft to rid 
themfelves of grafshoppers, whofe chirping, it is 
probable, they do not like ; and the latter, by* 
having them at night, to fecure themfelves 
from tl>e attacks of a certain fpecies'of large bat^ 
the fame, perhaps, we have before mentioned. 
Thefc bats are a very dangerous creature, as Don 
Alvarez himfclf experienced to his coft. One 
^ night, as he lay fleqping in hii brigantine, with one 
' ^his feet uncovered, one of thefe birds, not only 
lit- the tip of his great toe, but ftript the under part 
ofit entirely of the fkin, without awakening him; 
fe that, befbra he awoke, his bed- was full of 

• blood. 
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blood. B^t it is upon the ears of hories, and the* 
dug& of neWly Ettered fows, which they firft ,fuck, 
and then giiaw to the very roots, that thefe terri- 
Ufe birds principally faften. . The horfes kno\^ 
them, fo that, on their getting into a ftable, the 
poor creatures in it, become downright furious. 
Fernandez, who relates thefe fa6ls, has forgot to 
tell us m what manner the cocks and hens free 
the Indians from thefe troubkfome animals. 

Neither this autht>r, nor Herrera have taken the 
trouble to acquaint us ejiaiftly with the fituation of^ 
King's Port ; and it is merely by induftion, and by 
fdlowing Don Alvarez in the rout he took to enter, 
it, that we may, without apprehending any mif. 
tnke, place it at the entrance into the lake of the 
Xaraycs, on- its weftem Ihore, and oppofite to the 
ifland of the Orejones ; and this is the fituation al- 
ready given to it by the famous William de Lille, 
the only geographer I know, who has mentioned 
i( in his maps j for the Spanilh geographers have, 
all, omitted it. The journals of thofe, who have 
fince attempted to penetrate from Paraguay into 
Peru, put the thing out of queftion. Father del 
Techo. makes the length of th« ifland in this lake, 
thirty miles •, and its greateft breadth, fifteen. 

This ifland, it is faid, derives its name from • 
that of a Peruvian nation, called Orejones^ becaufe 
they bore their ears ; many of whom, it is pretend- 
ed, took refoge here at the conqueft of Peru •, 
and it is probable, that the Spaniards under Don 
Alvarez were the firft to give it the name of the 
l^md (f Paradife. If what all the memoirs I have 
pcrufed fay of it, is true, it is very well intitled to 
that appellation •, for, though fituated In the torrid 
zone, between the fifteenth and fixteenth degrees 
of kutxide, it enjoys the moft temperate weather 
all the year round; owing to the winds which blow 
there conftantly every day at regular hours, and a 


great 
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great number of rivulets, with which it is watered. 
Its fields produce, without culture, the moft fcxcel- 
lent fruits ; and the difference between the feafcms 
being fcarce lenfible, every month- is equally fit 
to fow or reap in* The diipofitions of the inha- 
bitants greatly refemble the air they breathe. 
They they do not culvate the vine, but make a 
very wholfome and agreeable liquor with their 
honey. Here is, likewife, the greateft plenty of 
every kind of game, both fifh, fowl, and four 
footed animals. All theie advantages^ joined to 
the confideration of its lying but a league from 
King's Port, engaged the Spaniards to requeft theii* 
governor to form an eflabliihment there. 

NoT^tofpeakofthe beauty of this place^ and thei 
mildnefs of its climate, there were, one would ima- 
gine, many other reafons fufficient to .determine 
Don Alvarez to fortify it and leave a gar- 
rifon behind him to defend it. It was the beft ftep 
he could take to eilablifh a correfpondence be- 
tweil Paraguay and Peru, which he had fo much 
at heart, ; and we Ihall fee hereafter, how much 
the court of Spain has fufFered, even in Paraguay, 
by having neglected fo important a pott. Don 
Alvarez had too much fenfe, not to fee, himfelf^ 
the neceflity there was to fecure th^ poffefllon of 
it ; but he had no more men along with hihi, than 
what w?re abfolutely neceflary to*continue the 
dilcoveries, with which he had been charged ; and 
he could draw no. more from the Aflumption. Be- 
fides, he could not forefee thofe events, which af- 
terwards prevented his taking all the fteps the fer- 
viceof the Emperor, and the good of his province 
required* But, be that as it will, the foldiefs, the 
veterans efpecially, murmured greatly at his pre- 
parations to quit thefe charming places : " To 
what purpofe," they publickly exclaimed, " are we 
to remj^in always in favage countries, watte our- 

felves 
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fclves with fatigue, and be perpetually running 
from one danger into another, without having 
any thing we can call our own. What do we look 
for in defarts, in mountains, and in countries co- 
vered with water, where none ,but Cannibals are 
to be met with ; and, while we can fee nothinj 
but our countrymen daily perilhing by ficknel 
and the arrows of barbarians, what can we exp^ft 
but the fame fate ? Let us learn to be wife at 
their expence ; and, without going further in 
queil of chimerical treafures, which feem to fly 
us in proportion as we purfue them, lejt u] 
feize upon the happinels, with which providence 
now prefents us ; of what fervice could the gold^ 
with which we are amufed, be to us j what can we 
hope to purchafc with it, better than what wc 
aaually pofTefs ?" 

A GREAT miany others, however, were of opi- 
nion, not to renounce the hopes of meeting with 
mines, or diicQVcring a road to Peru, though 
they allowed it was proper to make an eftabliib^ 
ment at King's-Port, to fcrve a an Entrepot, and 
facilitate the communication between the two 
kingdoms. All, therefore, unanimoufly united to 

Erevail on the governor to confent to this efta- . 
lilhment, and the oldeft fpoke, in the name of 
the reft. But Don Alvarez, not a little provoked at 
their earneftnefs, anfwered them in the following 
words. " Are thefe men Spaniards," faid he^ 
** whom I hear Ipeak in^this manner ? Have we left 
Spain, and travelled {o far, in fearch of land, 
and there to fpend our days obfcurely in idlenefs 
and luxury ? we might have done all this, without 
leaving our own country. Methinks I fee a parcel 
of chiWim, who, for the fake of a few apples^ 
negleft treafures, whofe value they are not ac-^ 
quoted with. The Emperor, our matter, has 
fent us into this new world, to conquer empires 

for 
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for him, and fecure to him the pofleffion ' of the 
riches they contain ; were we* to iofeour lives, or 
fpend our days in fatigues much greater than thofe 
we have already gone through, both duty and ho- 
nour oblige us to juftify the confidence tKis great 
prince has repofed in us. I know the extent of your 
obligations, as well as my own ; I ought to fhew you 
good example ; and you will follow it, if you de- 
ferve the name you boaft of.'* 
* Soon after this, Mendoza arrived with the reft 
of the fleet, and informed the governor, that the 
Guaroropos, ^ith whom he flattered himfelf he had 
made a lading alliance, had attacked the brigantine 
commanded by captain Augufl;in de Campos ^ that 
five Spaniards had been killed at the firft onfet ^ 
.and Juan de Bolanos drowned, in attempting 
to make his efcape by fwimming ^ that thefe trai^ 
tors ^ad afterwards fet out to prevail on the 
Indians in the neighbourhood of King's Port, to 
join them againft the Chrillians, who, they af-» 
firmed, had neither firength nor coufage enough 
to refift them -, and that there was great reafon to 
dread a general confpiracy of all thefe nations^ 
Don Alvarez, at the fame time, received intelli-^ 
gence by Heftor d'Acuna and Anthony Correa, 
whom he had fent with ten or twelve foldiers, to 
invite the Xarayes, to conclude a treaty of alliance 
with him; that, after traverfing fome overflown 
countries, where they fuffered a great deal for 
want of provifions, they at laft joined a party ot 
thefe Indians, whom their Cacique had fent to 
meet them with refrefhments ; that, after travel* 
ing a little further, they found upwards of five, 
hundred more, decked out, in their way, with the 
moft beautiful feathers, who were like wife' come 
out to meet them, and condufted them to their 
town, where their Cacique gave them a very friend* 
ly reception, %nd acquainted them, by the mouth 

of 
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of a Guarani interpreter, that he would be very glad 
to fee their general, of whom he had heard a great 
many fine things ; that, upon this, they afiured 
him, they were come from their general to dc^ 
clait to him, that he was willing to be his friend^ 
and that of all his nation ; that the Cacique replied^ 
that nothing would give him greater pleafure ; 
that he could not give their general any great in- 
fomiation concerning the country he intended to 
traverfe -, but could fupply him with an interpreter 
who had travelled a great deal that way, and might 
be of confiderable fervice to him, 

Thess Xarayes were fettled at fomc diflance 
from the lake of the Jame name ; but there arc 
others who live conftantly on its banks, or greatly 
frequent them •, they.liave been always extremely 
attached to the Spaniards j are a very good kind 
of people ; cultivate the earth ; and have grain 
and cotton in abundance. Don Alvarez received 
the Cacique's ofFei^ very gracioufly ; and, leaving 
his brigantines to the care of one hundred 
Spaniards under John .de Romero, fet out oh his 
march weftwards. After five days march, du- 
ring which there was no travelling but by cut- 
ting a paflage through woods and bulhes, he 
reached the banks'of a river, whof^ water was, at 
the fame time, very warm and very tranfparent. 

Thus, Don Alvarez was but little the better for 
his guide j for, though feveral nations fent depu- 
ties to wait on him with compliments and . pro- 
vifions ^ and he always very generouflypaid for the 
latter; others of them attempted to oppofehis 
paflage ; but he faon brought them to rea- 
fon. He had^pw travelled a great way, when he 
was informed by his fcouts, that there had juft 
fallied out of a towQ, at no ' great diftance, five 
thoufand meA, very well armed, who fcemed dif- 
pofcd to attack him ^ and, in fa£^ he had fcarcc 

^ time 
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. ^dmc to prepare for their reception, when they ar- 
rived within fight in order of battle. But, at the 
martial appearance of Don Alvarez*s forces, they 
inunediately difperfed, leaving their town to the 
difcretion of the Spaniards, who immediately enter- 
ed it, and found it to confiit of eight thoufand 
cabins, in the center of which ftood a tower ter- 
minating in a pyramid, built with large pieces of 
timber and covered, from top to bottom,with palni 
tree bark. 

This was the temple and refidence of a mon* 
ftrous fcrpenr, whom the inhabitants had chofea 
for their divinity, and fed with human flefh- He 
was aS' thick as an ox, and feven and twenty feet 
long, with a very large head, and very fiery 
though fmall eyes. His jaws, when extended, dif- 
played two ranks of crooked fangs. The whole 
body, except the tail which w^s fmooth, was cover- 
ed with round fcales of a great thicknefs. The 
Spaniards, though they could not be perfuadcd 
by the Indians that this monfter delivered oracles, 
were exceedingly terrified at the .firft fight of him v 
and their terror greatly increafed, when, on one 
of them having fired a blunderbufs at him, he 
gave a roar like that of a lion, and with a ftroke 
of his tail fliook the whole tower. However, 
they found it no hard matter to make an end' of 
him ; and then, ' as if this exploit, and the taking 
of a defencelefs town, had exhaufted all their 
courage, moft of them declared, that they could 

. proceed no further. 

Don Alvarez, who now thought himfelf at 
no great diftance from Peru, was pretty much 
cmbaraflcd what courfe to take ; and, therefore,, 
thoaght proper to call a council, before he at- 
tempted to revive the courage of his foldiers. The 
council were unanimous for his marching back, 
and he yielded to their advice fo ^ much the morp 

readily. 
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readily, as the mifbehaviour of the revenue officers, 
contributed as much to difcourage the foldiers, as 
the fatigues of the voyage and the uncertainty of 
its fucccfs. The foldiers had got fome plunder in 
the town they wer? now in polfeflion of, and thefe 
gcndemoi levied the fifth of it for the Emperor. 
Ifhey even pretended that ail nmxuxer of game was 
fubjeft to the fame duty. The govcntor pro- 
duced his inftruftions, in which his Majefly gave 
up this right •, and, as the officers ftiU infifted on 
it, he told them, that, if tliCT fhould ever be 
called to an account for having been too indulgent 
on the occafion, he would indemnify the royal 
treafury at his own expehce. Byt he found it 
impoflible to contain them for any time, or ibme 
other maJecontents, whofe numbers were confider- 
ably encreafed by the exaft difcipline he made all, 
without exception, obferve -, and, therefore,, gave 
orders for an immediate retreat. 

At his arrival at King*s-port, he heard, that 
moft of the neighbouring Indians, and even the 
Orejones, had confpired to fall upon the Spaniards 
and their allies the Guaranis, 16 whom, it now 
appeared, they never brought any provifions, but 
with a view of examining their fituation and mo* 
tions -, feveral had, even openly, declared them- 
felves;, efpecially the Guaroropos, who had invited 
ibme other nations to join them in order to ex- 
tirpate thefe new comers. Upon this, Don Al- 
varez fent for the Indian chiefs •, put them in mind 
of the treaty he had concluded with them •, afked 
them if he had not paid for all the provifions they 
had brought in, and always added fome prefents to 
the price of them j adding withal, that, if after 
all this kind ufage they fhould forget themfdves 
fo far as to attempt any thing againft him, he was 
ftrong enough to make them repent it. This 
rcfolute though mild declaration, had fo far its 
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effcft, that they all promifcd whatever he required; 
after. which he difmifled them loaded with prefents. 

But they kept their word very ill ; for, in a 
Ihort time after, there fcarce remained ten or twelve 
days provifions in the camp. Some Indians, up- 
on this, afllired the governor, that, at nine leagues 
from King's-port, there were fome nations, who 
had provifions in plenty. He, therefore, fent 
Mendoza efcortcd by a ftrong party, to them 
with orders to tell them, that he had heard a 
great deal of good of them, and was, * therefore, 
nirprized they had not as yet fent deputies to make 
an alliance with him, and put themfelves, after 
the example of fo many other nations, under the 
Empcror*s proteftionl Mendoza was then to call 
for fome provifions, and offer more than the 
value for them ; and, if, after feveral fummons, 
they refufed to comply, employ force -, tut yet do 
\t with the greateft moderation and circtimlpedtion 
polTible. 

lie die mean time, the Ot-ejones, ;whofe friend- 
flxip Don Alvarez found it no diificult matter to 
recover, informed him, that, by afcending the 
IguatUj he fliould meet with very rich and nu- 
merous nations, who would put him in the way of 
makmg feveral important difcoverics. Upon this, 
he diipatched fifty twa of his beft men under the 
comnuuid of captain Fernandez de Ribera, with 
orders to take an exaft account of all the particu- 
lars he might learn ; to omit nothing to gain thq 
good will of the inhabitants ; and, for that pur- 
pofe, not to be fparing of prefents, with which 
he abundantly fupplied'him. 

Some time after the departure of this captain, 
the governor received a letter from Mendoza, 
that all the inhabitants of the country, where he 
had fent him, were enraged againft the Spaniards, 
^d firmly refolved not to fuffer them ijx the coua-. 
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tfy ; that he had been attacked by a great numbef 
of thefe barbarians, and muft have fallen a viftini 
to tlieir fuiy with his whole detachment, had he 
not ordered fome blunderbufles to be difcharged 
at them, by which two were kilfed, and the reft 
fo terrified, that they itnmediately fled to the 
mountains ; that, after their retreat; he had enter- 
ed their towns, where he fotind a great deal of 
provifions, which he fent them word he was ready 
to pay as much for, as they themfelves thought 
proper to require; but that^ inftead of lifteliing 
to reafon, they returned ih greater nunibers ; fet 
fire to their houfcs, and even fent to invite 
their neighbours to their afTiftance. In ani^er to 
this letter, Don Alvarez ordered Mendoza to omit 
nothing to make them liften to reafon ; and, if he 
faw iio proiped: of fucccfs, to go fomeWhere elfc 
ill quefl of provifions. To this, Mendoza replied, 
that thefe people were becomd from day to day 
more intraftable, and that the Guararopos were 
already come to their afTiftance. 

The twenty fourth of January, of the 

^^^' following ycir, Francis de Ribera arrived 
at Kings-port with his guide, the fix Spafliards, 
and thriee out of the elevdn Quaranis, the governor 
had ferit along with him. Don Alvarez was over- 
joyed to fee him, as the other eight Giiaranis, 
who had fled backih a panic, to the camp, 
had giveri him to underflahd, that the reft of 
the party had l^een all cut to pieces. Ribera 
reported; that, at firft, he marched for the fpace 
of twenty days, to the weft, by fiich bad roads, 
that he fometimes could not niake above half ^ 
feague a day, that he nfevet* came fhort of fowl, 
hogs, andantais, which the Indians killed with 
their arrows, and fcmetimeis even with fticks; 
that he likewife found, a great deal of honcf in 

the hoUov/s of trees, and every where plenty of 
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wild fruits; that, about the twentieth day he 
arrived on the banks of a river, where he 
caught fome fhads of an exquifjte tafte; that^ 
after croffing this river, he met with an Indian, 
who wore a chin-piece of fiiver, and ear-rings of 
gold ; that, having Oaown the man who came out 
to meet him, a brais candleflick, and afked him 
if there was any fiich metal in his country, he 
anfwered, that there was fome of the fame colour, 
but much more beautiful, and which, befides, 
did not ftink like his -, . that having then produced 
a plate of tin, the Indian told him, that his white 
metal, likewife, was much finer -, that they made 
of it crowns, bracelets, plates, and pails, and 
feveral other utenfils •, that, this man, taking him 
by the hand, and making figns to him to follow him, 
he foon after fpied a large houfe, from whence they 
were removing a great deal of cotton clothes, and 
feveral pieces of furniture, among which he per- 
ceived bracelets, hatchets, and feveral things of 
that kind, all made of fiiver -, that he was very 
well received in this houfe, which proved to be 
that of his conductor, who ordered his guejfts to 
be ferved with wine made of maiz; that the 
flaves, who attended them, gave them to under- 
ftand, that there were other Indians in the neigh- 
boivhood,. called Papainoezy and among them were 
fome chriftians, the only name thefe Indians give 
the Spaniards ; that there appeared, the next mo- 
ment, fome men painted all over, and armed with 
bows and arrows ; that the matter of the houfe 
took up arms on their arrival; that the Spaniards 
obferving a great deal of buttle among them, 
concluded their lives to be in danger ; that, upon 
this, he ordered his men to go out ; and, on pre- 
tence > of going to look for more Spaniards, make 
thei^ retreat the fame way they had advanced ; 
that he and his men had fcarce left the houfe, 

when 
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when upwards of three hundred Indians appeared 
widi a very threatening air, which determined 
him to make, with all his men^ the beft of his 
way to a mountain in the neigKbourhood ; that 
the barhariarts purlued them, fo that it was with 
great difficulty they gained the mountain, moft of 
them having been wounded in the retreat ; that, 
the barbarians, however, purfued them no further, 
for fear, he fuppofed, of meeting with more Spa- 
niards •, that by. this means they got time to re- 
cover the road by which they had arrived, which 
the eight Guaranis,. who arrived before them, ksd 
probably recovered at the firft alarm* 

It has been fince difcovered, that thefe Indians, 
called by Herrera TarvpeacieT^y were no enemies ta 
the Spaniards ; but, on the contrary, a very peace- 
able people, and very hofpitable to all ftrangprs 
pafling through thejr country, to whom they are 
very liberal of gold, filver, and provifiony •, but 
that the fight of the Guaranis had exafperated 
them, as thefe Indians had formerly committed 
great ravages, and killed a great many perfons, in 
thefe diftrSls. 

In the mean time, almoft all the Spaniardis, now 
united at Kings-port, were fallen fick, owing, it 
Was imagined, to the great inundations which 
rendered the waters very muddy and unwholeforile*- 
The Indiaifs, therefore, no longer kept any itiea^ 
Hires with them \, furprized fome that had wander- 
ed to too great a diftance from the camp; and 
then killed and devoured them* Don Alvarez*, 
who likewife began to be greatly out of order, re** 
called Mendoza, who informed him, that all hi?r 
Ibldiers were ill of the fever, and that he would' 
embark with them, as foon as he could gath^ 
provifions enough ;' a thing he found from day 
to day more difficult to accomplifh. Upon this, 
the governor exerted himfelf to fend Mendoza, n 
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reinforcement, which at length enabled him M 
compel the Indians to fell him, at Icaft, provifions 
enough for his return. 

The thirtieth, Fernandez de Ribera arrived like- 
wife at Kings-port -, but finding the governor in- 
difpofed, and hearing befides, that he was upon 
the point of fetting out on his return to the Af- 
fumptiori, he thought he had better wait till their 
arrival there, to give him an account of his dif- 
coveries. Don Alvarez, however, had nfot as yet 
renounced all thoughts of purfuing thofe he had 
begun himfclf ; but, befides the ficknefs, which 
daily encreafed, the Paraguay and other rivers in' 
the neighbourhood had overflowed to fuch a de- 
gree, that the whole country looked like one great 
fea, the low ands being covered with water to the 
depth of five fathoms. The Indians informed 
him, that thefe inundations generally laft four 
months, and are commonly followed by an in- 
feftion in the air, occafioned by the great quantity 
of fifh the waters leave behind them, to putrefy 
by the great heat of the fun. They added, that 
thofe who did not take care to lay in a fufficient 
ftock of provifions againft this feafon, were often 
reduced to fo great a degree of want, that the 
ftrongeft killed the weakeft to fupport nature by 
feeding on their carcafes. 

The, governor was very far from being in a 
condition to wait for the fall of the waters -, and^ 
befides, confidered, that,, did he defer ever fo fliort 
a time returning to the Aflumption, ficknefs would 
infallibly carry off all the foldiers he had ftill left ; 
he was even fo bad himfelf, that his life was thought 
• to be in no fmall danger. He, therefore, aflfembled 
his council, to deliberate with them upon the courfe 
propcreft to be taken in thefe conjunftures ; and 
all agreed to embark without any further delay. 
Upon this, he immediately fent notice to all the 

Indians, 
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Ipdians, who had given hoftages to him as a fecu- 
rity for their fidelity, to come and withdraw them ; 
and, to hinder the Spaniards from murmuring at 
this ftep, he produced an order from the Emperor, 
not to carry off himfelf, or permit others to carry 
off the Indians by force out of their country. 

Th£se orders gave fuch offence to the Spa- 
niards, that the governor's firmnefs in caufing 
jthem to be direftly obeyed, contributed not a little 
to increafe the number of his enemies, which were 
already but too numerous. The revenue officers 
had, for a long time paft, confpired his deftruftiori, 
and taken the fureft , meafure to -fecure fucceis 
to their wicked defigns. The difcontent- among 
the troops, who had followed him in his laft voy- 
age, and with which jthcy flattered themfelves they 
ftiould foon fee the reft infeflrd, appeared' to theni 
a lucky incideat to remove one of the grcateft ob- 
ftacles^ they had to furmount. Be that as it will, 
Don Alvarez embarked very much out of order, 
having fcarce a fingle man left, capable of workr 
ing his veflels, and much lefs of defending them, if 
warmly attacked. The Indians, who were no 
ftrangers to his weaknefs, purfued him for fomc 
days ; but being fired upon, when they drew too 
near, they let him reach the Affumption, where he 
arrived the 8th of April, 1544, without lofing,- 
in fo long a voyage, but a fingle Spaniard, called 
Miranda, who, being on a kind of raft, was 
wounded with an arrow by^ the Guararopos, and 
killed on the fpot. 

On his arrival, he found Salazar, who command- 
ed during his abfence, very bufy in making pre- 
parations to extirpate the Agazes, who had done 
nothing fince his departure but plunder the 
country feats of the Spaniards, and the towns of 
the Guaranis ; ,and butcher allthofe that were un- 
fortunate enough to fall into their hands. But, as 
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thecaraval "was ready, which the governor had 
ordered to be buik at his fetting out, and he was 
: refolvcd to go on board it the moment his Ijealth 
would permit him ; and, befides^ the difpofition, in 
which he mull know feveral perfons were in regard 
to him, made him every moment apprehend a 
-domefticwar, hetboxightit would be imprudent 
to embark during a foreign one ; and, therefore, 
^deferred the chamfcment of the Agazes to another 
tjpportunity. 

DoK A'LVAjiEZ, after all, did not as yet compre- 
.hend the greatnefs of the danger, with which he was 
rthreacencd ; perhaps he relied fo much on his own 
innocence and virtue, for proteftion againft the 
-wicked defigns of his enemies, that he took no 
t:arc to check their fury, and flop hs progrefs •, or 
.knew too little of the motives of their inveteracy 
againft him. It Was well known, that he ftill in- 
tended to re-eftablilh .Buenos Ayres \ and thofc, 
who had feizcd upon all authority during his^ ab- 
sence, fo as to leave nothing but the fiiadow of it 
to his delegate, were refolved to do all that lay 
in their power, to render abortive any meafures he 
tnight take for that purpofc. It is, in a manner^ 
certain, that they had refolved to render themfelves 
independent of the court ; and, to accompliJh their 
defigns, it was abfolutely nccef&ry, they Ihould 
firft rid themfelvcs of the only man, whp could 
fuccelsfuUy opix>fc them. Be that as it will, there 
is not, .pcrhM)s, a more fignal proof of the fpecial 
protection of heaven on the virtuous Don Alva- 
rez, than, his enemies not having taken the (horteft 
and fureft method to put him out of the way. This 
would have coil them but a fingle crime, whereas 
the method they purfued, was no better than a 
tiffue of fraud and villainy, of which they could 
not expeft to avoid the punilhment, but by an open 
rebellion, the fuccefs of which muft be 7ery un- 
certain. 

As 
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As diey could not but ktiow, .that the bulk of 
the inhabitants, and the foundrft part of the army- 
were extremely attached to him, they b^an by 
Spreading a report, that he iiad formed a dcfign 
of endching all thofe who had followed him to the 
]ncfies,.at the expence of the private perfons in bcft 
circumftanccs, whom he had found there ; and 
gave notice, under hand, to all fuch perfons, that 
they were firmly refolved to oppofe, effeftually, fo 
unjuft a proceeding;, to prevent which it was ab- 
folutdy neceffaiy to put the governor under an 
arreft. The anfwer to this propofal was, that 
before taking fuch aftep, it would be proper to 
reprefent to'him the injuftice and bad policy of 
what he intended, as there was all the rea- 
ftwi in the world to hope, he would pay due regard 
to fuch reprefentations. The force of this argu- 
ment, the officers of the revenue craftily eluded, 
by faying , that knew they hinx too well to think 
fo ; that it would be highly improper to let him 
knowhatthis projeft hadtaken wind; and that there 
wasno other way left, to avoid the evils withjwhich 
they were threatened, but to feize on his peribn, 
as he would be the readier to liflen to their com- 
plaints, and rcdrefs their grievances ; that they 
would, therefore, do well to hold themfclves in con- 
ftant readinefs, till they received notice what to do; 
and that the prefervation of the country, to the Em- 
peror, depended on their good behaviour. The 
revenue officerjs then afligned the other malcon- 
tents two places, where they were to repair, pri- 
vately armed, at the firft notice of the bell for re- 
peating the angelical falutation. 

This plan was executed without the leaft buftle 
in the city ; and, at the hour appointed, 'Cacerez 
Cabreras and Garcias Venegas entered the houfe 
of the governor, then confined to his bed by a fe- 
ver ; and, crying out, " liberty, liberty, long live 
the Emperor,'* which was the fignal agreed upon, 
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J'hey proceeded to his apartment, v^here they were 
immediately admitted by one of his fervants, called 
Pedro de Onate, whom they had gained over. They 
then introduced Francifco de Mendqza, Janies 
Refquin Solarzano, and the Portuguefe Interpreter, 
called Diego de Acofta. Refquin immediately midc 
up to the fick mien's bed, and applied to his breal^ 
a bent crofs-bow, charged with a poifonpus inftrur 
ment of deftruftion, in form of a harpoon. Two 
other ruffians drew him out of bed, with nothing 
butiiis ihirt on, crying put, "liberty j" calling him 
tyrant ; knd telling him thpy would make him^pay 
feverely for all the mifchief he had done, and in- 
tended to do. In this manner, they harried him 
out of his houie, Refquin {till holding the hcnt 
crofs bow to his breaft, to hinder him ft-otn fpeak-r 

ing- 

At the fight of fo much infolence and cruelty^ 

even thofe, whom the principal malcontents had 
engaged to take up arms, began to exclaim againft 
their behaviour, and only raifed their voices thq 
higher, on the others endeavouring to filence them ; 
till, at laft, others joining in their refentment of 
the indecent manner in which the governor was 
treated, they, from words, proceeded to blows^ 
which terminated in bloodftied. The Alguazil^ 
Don Francis de Peralba, and the Alcalde Ma- 
jor, Don John Pavon, attempted to difcharge their 
duty on the occafion ; but they were immediately 
ftript of their charges. During the tumult, Doi^ 
Alvarez had been removed to the houfe of Ve- 
ncgas •, and, the other revenue officers having dif- 
perfed the multitude, who were crymg out, witl^ 
all their might, to have their governor refiored to 
them, entered the room where he was laid down, 
^nd put irons on his legs. They then repaired to the 
houfe of Peter Fernandez, who was both notary tq 
the king, and fecretary to Don Alvarez, and was 
iikewife greatly indifpbfed j carried off all the papers 

they 
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they found in his pofleffion-, and conduced him pri- 
loner, along with Bartheloii Gonzalez, to the houfe 
of the King's lieutenant. A proclamation was ther^ 

Eublilhed in the name of the revenue officers, for- 
iddmg all perfons, already in their houfes, to 
appear abroad, on pain of death; at the fame time- 
that their fatellites took care to clearthe ftreets of all 
thofe they found in them, forcing fome home, and 
others, who had moft openly taken the . governor's 
part, into the publick prifons, out of which all the 
criminals were removed, to make room for them. 
This done, the officers of the ' revenue repaired to ^ 
the governor's houfe ; feized upon all his papers^ 
his cqmmiffions, the writings belonging to the pro- 
ceedings that had been heretofore fet on foot againft 
themfelves ; in a word, all his effedis, which they 
depofited with perfons on whom they imagined they 
could depend. They then crowned their work by 
feizing on 4II the brigantines, and the caravel Doi\ 
Alvarez had caufed to be built at his own expence. 

The day following, they publifhed, by beat of 
drum, an order for the inhabitants to meet the next 
day, before the houfe of the King's Iieutenant,i 
Don Domingo Martinez de Irala ; and, when the 
inhabitants were all afffcmbled, made their appear- 
ance themfelves, with a multitude of armed men ; 
and caufed the publick crier to read, with a loud 
voice, a paper importing, that they had caufed 
Pen Alvarez Nunez de Vera Cabeca de Vaca to 
be put under arreft, in confequence of their 
having received certain intelligence, that he had 
formed a defign of ftripping the richeft inhabitants 
of their effefts, in order to provide for his crea- 
tures,, and of eftablifhing an arbitrary and tyran- - 
nical government upon the ruins of lawful au- 
thority. Nothing can be more inconftant, and 
paly to feduce, than the multitude ; and^ accord- 
ingly, the publication of this piece was followed 
\>Y an almoft general applaufc. The officers of 
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the revenue, who, at firll , had been confidered as 
rebels, were now acknowledged in quality of re- 
ftorersof thepublick liberty -, and took advantage of 
the good humour of the people, to acquaint them, 
that the King's lieutenant was to command in 
the city, with the faipe authority the governor had 
done, till his majefty's further intentions Ihould be 
known. This dtp confirmed many perfons intheir 
opinion, that Irala had been, under hand, the foul 
of all this intrigue ; cfpecially as one in his place 
fhould have oppofcd fuch dilbrders ; or, atieaft, 
refufed from tlie hands of rebels, an autiiority they 
had no right to difpofe of. His friend, Pedro 
Diaz del Valle, was at the fame time declared 
Alcalde major. 

The chiefs of the rebellion then publifhed, that 
they would immediately continue the difcoveries, 
which Don Alvarez hadbutjuft begun. In this 
they had two views ; the firft v/as to fend out 
of the way all thofe, efpecially of the military, 
from whom they had any thing to apprehend in fa- 
vour of their prifoner ; the fecond, to amafs a great 
deal of gold and filver, of which the late expe- 
dition ofDon Alva.TC'z had afforded them the prof- 
peft, in hopes the fight of it might induce the 
Emperor to approve their proceedmgs. But they 
foon found, that, though it may be an eafy matter 
to impofe, for fome time, on the multitude, it is, on 
account of their inconftancy, equally difficult to 
- intereft them fo far in the purfuit of any unjuft 
meafures, as to make them ftifle that natural fenle 
of equity, fo remarkable in them; and which always 
affords fo good an opportunity of bringing them 
back to their duty. Thofe of the Aflumption had 
even already begun to perceive their miftake ; and 
were moft of them feized with fuch a panic, at the 
thoughts of this new voyage, that nothing was to 
be heard, but the confufed buzz of people crying 
out for their lawful governor. 

To 
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To prevent the confequences of the peopte c€«n-* 
ing to thcmfelvcs again, the confpirators fent fome 
oiDon Alvarez's moft zealous advocates- t© pri- 
fon ; and placed guards at the gates of the churche?, 
to hinder the reft, who had taken refuge there, fiom 
making their efcape. They, likewife, placed 
guards at all the avenues to Venegas*s, houfe, where 
the governor was confined ; and doubled his other 
guards. Btft this fe verity ferved only to exaipe- 
rate the foldiery, and the populace ; for which rea- 
fon, the confpirators publifhed^ that the firlt com- 
motion in his favour fhould coft him his life. 
They would even Jiave obliged him, with a naked 
poignard to his breaft, to fign an order to the army 
not to ftir in his favour, if they had any re- 
gard left for him ; but he had already taken this 
precaution. All thefe fteps^ however, were infuf- 
ficient to quiet his enemies, who from time to 
time threatened to murder him, and throw his 
bead out to the multitude, in cafe any one un- 
dertook to refcue him out of their hands. Nay, 
they pitched upon four men, whom they fwore, in 
the Emperor's name, to dilpatch Don Alvarez, at 
the firft order. 

Don Alvarez, all this time, was confined^ 
though too fick to get out of bed, in a rooiiv fo 
very damp, thatthegrafs grew under his bed; andfo 
very dark, that it was found neceflary to keep a 
lamp continually burning over his bolfter. One 
Bernard de Sofa, an infamous wretch, whom 
Pon Alvarez had (lightly punifhed for fome crime 
that deferved death, and who, inftead of gratitude 
fprthe favour fhewn him, retained nothing but 
refentment for the chaftifement he had fuffered, 
never quitted this chamber. This room had two 
doors, which were kept conftantly Ihut •, and -the 
guard about the houfe, confifted of on)? hundred 
and fifty men. The prifoner, . notwithftand- 
ing ajl thefe precautions, had the good fortune of 

being 
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Ibeing well informed of every thing it was proper 
he fhould know, by means of notes brought hiin 
by ian Indian woman, whofe bufinefs it was to 
provide him with yiftwals, though they took care 
f£> fhave her head, and not fufFer her to wear any 
thing to fupply the place of her hair ; and evep 
always e^Kamined her, before Ihe entered the houfe, 
with the mod fcrupulous and indecent attention, 
fo far as to look into her mouth and eiars. But 
they never thought of examining her toes ; fo that, 
though barefoote^, Ihe found means tp» conce4 
between them a note, andfome jblank paper in feve- 
ral folds, with fo much dexterity, that tl^ey never 
took the leaft notice of them. As foon as ihe was 
fcated at the bed's^head, Ihe pulled out both one 
and the other, while ihe appeared tp be only 
fcratching her feet -, theri, watching the moment 
that Sofa happened tp turn his back, clipped them 
into the hands of the governor, who, having read 
the note with the fame precaution, anfwered it by 
meaps gf a powder, made of a kind of earth found 
in the country, which, diluted with fpittle, affumes 
a black colour. 

The officers of the revenue foon perceived the efr 
efts of this contrivance; and, not knowing to whom 
to attribute them, fuborned fome young feU 
lows to debauch Don Alvarez's provedore. But, 
though ihe eafily gave up her chaftity, fhe. 
fcriipulouQy preferved her integrity. On thefe oc- 
cafions, women are more difcreet than men. In 
tlie mean time, the commandant and the revenue 
officers omitted nothing, to make, every one for 
himfelf, as many creatures as poffible, and met 
with crreat fuccefs; as, whoever took part with 
them, might, without fear of punilhnient, go 
ioto the Indian towns-, carry off both wives and 
daughters ; take by force, and >yithout payment, 
kvtvy thing they found there to their liking •, an4 
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oblige the meri to work for them without any con- 
lideration. The Indians complained of thefe out- 
rages V but their complaints were not liftened to ; 
which determined feveral of them, to take refuge 
in the mountains, along ^ith their families •, and 
the pio>is Don Alvarez, who received notice of their 
flight, forgot the injuries done himfelf^ to think 
only on the mifery the poor fugitives were expofcd 
to ; particularly the danger of lofing the religion, 
they had fo lately embraced. 

His enemies, who apprehended oth^r confe- 
quences from this defertion of the Indians^ were 
not afliamed, in order to put »fl:op t6 it, to permit 
fach, as had not as yet embraced chriftartity, to feed 
upon human flefti ; and, tell them, that it was 
through mere pe'rverfenefs^ Don Alvarez had 
forbid them the ufe of it. The Spaniards, who ftill 
dared to exprefe any regard for him, fared no bet- 
ter than the Indians; to that many of them, like- 
wife, thought proper to remove. But they were 
immediately purfued, and all thofe, that were over- 
taken, put into irons. Some of the clergy, wha' 
fpoke of thefe tranfaftions in fuch a manner, as to^ 
let their hearers underftand what they thought of 
them, were treated with equal fevcricy. In fine, 
feveral private perfons were, for the fame pretend- 
ed fault, whipped by the hands of the cmmonhang- 
itian, and fomc of them condemned to the gallons. 
In other refpefts, all were left at liberty, to fay and 
do what they pleafed, whilft the authors of all thefe 
diforders had the impudence to boaft their zeal 
for the good of the publick, and the Emperor's fcr- 
vice. 

Im fine, no lefs than fifty Spaniards made the beft 
of their way into Brazil^ in rJer to fail from thence 
to Spain, and inform the Emperor's council of 
the depl<M"able condition of the province. But what 
furprifed people moft, was, that the two friars, who, 
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as we have before related, had formerly taken the 
fame road, in order to complain of Don Alvare^a 
to the Emperor, now let out again, by the fame 
way, and on the lame errand, with the confent, or 
perhaps at the requefr, of the officers of the reve- 
nue. Thefe ruffians, however, began at iaft to con- 
fider, that, as long as Don Alvarez remained at the 
Afliimption, their power would be very precarious* 
They had Ihewn themfelves capable of the black- 
eft crimes ; and many perfons began to fulpeft, that 
they had compieated the meafure of their iniquities 
by a parricide. But he, who has fct bounds to 
the fea, which in its greateft fury k can never 
tranfgrefs, arrefts, when he pleafes, the hands of 
thofc, who fcrupie not to commit the greateft crimes, 
when neceffary to gratify their unruly paflions* 
The inhabitants now learned, when they leaft 
thought of it, that orders had been given to equip 
one of Don Alvarez's brigantincs to carry him to 
Spain ; and that his enemies had impofed upon them- 
felves to fuch a degree, as to think they had form- 
ed a procefs againft him, which the Emperor and 
his council could not but approve. They likewife 
diftributed to different perfons, the forms of letters,, 
which they were to write to their friends in Spain,. 
to reprcfent the Governor as the moft profligate 
and abandoned wretch on the face of the earth. 

On the other hand, his zealous fervants did not 
forget him. They caufedjudicial inforn^tions to 
be taken of every thing that had happened; and, 
along with feveral authentic pieces, which Don 
Alvarez had purinto their hands before his con- 
finement, enclofed them in a beam, hollowed for 
that purpofe, which they found means to have nail- 
ed to the ftem of the brigantine ; the carpen- 
ters, whom they gained over, alledging that 
this precaution was neceffary to ftrengthen the 

veflel 
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vdfel fufficiently for fo long a voyage. In the 
mean time, the populace, who knew nothing of 
all thefe meafures, were ftill under the greateft un«- 
eafineis about the fate of their governor, whom fe^ 
veral imagined his enemies would never have afili-^ 
rsmee enou^ to fend to Spain. It was even uili- 
veiially whi^[>ered, that it was merely to hide his. 
death, they gave out he was returning to Spain. 
Upon this, therefore, they brought into his roomi 
two eccleiiafticks, and two gentlemen, whom the 
inhabitants had no reafon to fufpe^t; and who di£- 
lipated their apprehenfions by afiuring them, that 
they had feen the governor full of life. The* con- 
fpirators then declared, that, if the Emperor 
thought proper to fend Don Alvarez back to Pa* 
raguay, and re-cftablifh him in his employments, 
they would receive him with all the fubmiffion due 
to his M^edy's orders ; and even added, that the 
two revenue officers, who were to embark on board 
the fame (hip with him, would, on their arrival in 
Spain, furrender thcmfelves prifoners, till their pro- 
ceedings were examined and approved of. 

The Brigantine being ready to put to fea, 
^ ^^ Cabrera and d^Orantez repaired by night ta 
Don Alvarez's room, who was now very ill v and 
taking him^ up in their arms carried him to the 
ftreet door. The fick man looking up to heaven, 
at this time very bright, and which he had nor feen 
fince the day he was put under arreft, begged they 
would permit him to thank God for having once 
more granted him that fatisfaftion, and threw him- 
felf on his knees. Two foldiers then took him up 
to carry him a ftiip board; when finding himfelf fur- 
rounded with a crowd of people drawn together by 
the report of his departure, he raifed his voice and 
cried out, " gentlemen, I take you to witnefs, that 
I appoint Don Juan de Salazar de Efpinofa to com- 
mand in this, province, till his Majefty has fcnt you 

another 
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another governor:" He could fay no more, as Va- 
negas, clapping a poignard to his breaft, threa- 
tened to bury it in his neart, if he fpoke another 
word ; and even went fo far as to give him a flight 
wound. The ruffians then commanded the men, 
who carried Don Alvarez, to prefs forward as faft 
as they could; and, when they had him fafe on board, 
ordered him to be put down on the ftern^ between 
two planks, laid fo clofe together, that he could 
not turn himfelf. Cabrera and Vanegas embark- 
ed on board the fame fhip ; and Irak fent with them 
a perfon called Lope de Ugarte, to have an eye to 
his interefts at court. This man was one of thofe, 
who had the greateft hand in all the excefles com- 
mitted againft the governor, but like his mafter, 
}>ad not declared himfelf publickly ; for which rea- 
fon, Cabrera and Vanegas flattered themfelves^ that 
in Spain, no one would form any fufpicioris to their 
prejudice. 

As foon as ajl were embarked, the two revenue 
officers^ who remained behind at the Aflfumption, 
imprifoned Don Juan de Salazar and Eftopinian 
Cabeca de Vaca, nephew to Don Alvarez, and two 
days after fent them on board a fecond brigantine, 
which foon overtook the firft. The conspirators 
mufl: have had very fl:rong reafons to fend thefe two 
ofiicers to Spain, as they were men of great birth 
and merit. But, befides their being greatly eftcem- 
ed by the garrifon, which, therefore, might range 
itfelf under their orders, they were, perhaps, put 
on ftiip board, merely to be treated in the fame man- 
ner with the governor^ whom^ it appears, his ene- 
mies had refolved to put out of the way. It is^ at 
leafl:, certain, that Don Alvarez, having requefted, 
that two of his fervants, who had followed him a 
Ihip board, might be permitted to drcfs his victuals 
for him, and ferve them up to him, was denied this 
fmall favour, and a Bifcayen, called Mechin, had 

orders 
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ofdcrs to perform the firft part of this office ; and 
then deliver wliat he had prepared into the hands 
of Ugarte, v/ho was to perform the fecond. But 
Don Alvarez immediately perceived, that his vic- 
tuals were feafoned with arfenic, againfl: which he 
had no other way of fecuring hiitilelf, but by vo- 
miting himfelf violently with a little oil, of which 
he had taken on board a fmall quantity. After hav- 
ing gone on in this manner for three days fuccef- 
fivcly, he declared he would no longer take any 
thing but from the hands of his own fervants ; upon 
which the revenue officers told him very coolly, that 
he might ftarve himfelf, if he pleafed ; for that no 
one Ihould hinder him. Accordingly they fuf- 
fered him to go without any fupport for feveral days^ 
till, finding himfelf very far gone, and that his ene- 
mies wiflied only for his death, he took every thing 
they gave him ; continuing to have recourfe to 
his oil, as often as he found any occafion for it. • 
Besides Salazar and Cabeca dc Vaca, theconfpira- 
tors had embarked, as prifoners, oh board the felond 
/hip, Pedro Fernandez and Ruiz Miranda. Several 
other perfcns obtained leave to return to Spain by 
the fame opportunity, and, among the reft, father 
Juan de Salazar, a religious of la Merci; but, 
firft, they made him promife, not to interpcfe in fa- 
vour of Don Alvarez. Cabrera and Vanega*?, how- 
ever, thought this was running too great a rifk, and 
fent them back to the Afiumption en board the fame 
Ihip, that had brought them out ; and, along with 
them, the two fervants of Don Alvarez, to the great 
grief of their mafter. 

The other brigantine, with Don Al^/arez onboard, 
had fcarce loft fight of land, when there arofc fo fu- 
rious a ftorm, that the moft experienced n ar'rcrs 
gave themfelvcs up for loft. Upon this, the two 
revenue officers, who thought themfelves at the 
point of being arr^gned at that great tribunal from 

K whence 
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whence there is no appeal, and where truth carj ncir 
ther be ftifled nor difguifcd, felt all tlie weight of 
their crimes. Nay the pangs of their coiifciencc, 
extorted from them a public confeffibn of' all thei^r 
uiiqiiities, and forced them to declare, that they ijoyr 
plainly faw,^ that the arm, which revieynges oppref- 
fed innocence, had ftirred up the elements againii 
them. Cabrera took off the governor's ironS witR 
his owQ hands ; and, along with Vanegas, killed 
his feet. They then, with a loud voice;;^ a|ked his 
pardon for all the injuries they had done Jurn, ancl 
authentically recanted all the falfe reports they had 
ipread to the prejudice of his honour i adding that 
they had taken a thoufand falfe oaths to deftroy him, 
Lauly, they conjured him, in the native of God, to 
forgive them all thefe enormities •, and not ruin 
them, in cafe they efcaped, in the eyes of his im^ 
perial Majefty. 

Don Alvarez promifed them every thing they 
dked, and alTured them, that he forgot all thatwa:^ 
paft. In the mean time, the ftorm, after raging 
four days withoiut intermiffion^ had entirely fub- 
fided, and the whole {hip's conipany looked upon 
thenifelves as indebted to the virtue and merits oi 
fo ^ holy a man, for their unexpe<5ted deliverance. 
The brigantine, after this, failed'two thoufandfivc 
liundred leagues without making land 5 fo that the 
people bii board foon law themfelves reduced to a 
little meal, which' they made into cake? with hog's 
lard J for the revenue officers fcarce faw thiemfelvc$ 
out of danger of perilhirig by fhipwreck, than thf 
fear of God's judgmcfjts made way in their wicke^ 
hearts for that ot their fovereign'^ anger, againft 
which Don Alvarez's promifcs they inxagined 
would be but a flender fecurity, after the publick 
confeflion they had made. They, therefore, chof^ 
to keep to fea, though in danger of perifliing by 
^^nger, -ather than by touching at the Bra:^ils, or 

Hilpanipla, 
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Hifpankda, cxpofe themfelves to the danger of 
bejflg arrcft(B(i there. At^ngth, after a three months 
dreadful navigation, the immediate profpeft of fa-- 
mine obliged them to put into the Azores, where, 
immediately on landing, they waited on the com- 
jaiander of the fort to acquaint him, that they had 
on board a maiP, who, in his pafiage by the Cape dc 
verd iQands, had plundered that of Santiago \ and 
that he might do whatever he pleafed with him. 

The commander, furprifed at fuch an accufation, 
began to fufpeft the trudi of it. " What you tell me, 
(faid he,) cannot be true. Is thc;re a private man 
living bold enough to af&ont my matter, who, be- 
fides, does not leave his poits defencelefs enough tp 
be fo eafily infultcd ?" Confounded with this an- 
fwcr,thc meaning of which they thoroughjly comprcr 
hended, they immediately retired without making 
.any reply ; and, leaving their prifoner onboard the 
brigantinc, went on board another Ihip juft fetting 
fail for Spain, yyrhere they arrived twelve days be- 
fore him, and gave out that he was gone ^o Portu- 
gal to communicate his dilcoveries to the court of 
tilbon. They then repjured tp ValUdolid, where 
the court then happened to be, and laid before the 
council all their memorials, with all the papers they 
had prepared in fupport of them. 

Unhappily for them, the Royal Council of the 
Indies had at this time for preiident, Don Sebaftiaa 
Ramirez Fuenscal, bilhop of Cuenc^ who to the 
greateft knowledge of American affairs joined the 
greateft integrity arid circumfpeftion. He had been 
before prefident of the Royal Audience of San-Dor 
mingo, and of that of New Spain ; and his great ez«* 
perience made him immediately fufpedt, and foon 
difcover the wicked defigcs of thefe miicreants^ who 
ftrove artfully to cwceal their machinations under 
the fpecious- pretext of an unlimited zeal for the 
good of the public. He was even preparing to 
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make a public example of them, when death in- 
terpofed to the great regret of all the kingdom, 
Don Alvarez, in the mean time, arrived at Vallado- 
lid ; and, the very night of his arrival, his two ac- 
cufers fet out for Madrid, where the courtwas about 
to remove a few days after. Garcias Vanegas died 
fuddenly, without having time to utter a (ingle 
word, and his eyes ftarting out of their fockets ; 
and, pretty much about the fame time, Cabrera ex- 
pired, after killing his wife, in a Ht of madnefs. We 
are alfo told, that the two Friars, who went from the 
Aflumption to Brazil, in order to pafs from thence 
into Spain with memorials againft Don Alvarez, 
died fuddenly, and in a very deplorable manner. 

But, though Don Alvarez had now no longer 
any enemies in Spain, and the jliftice of God, fo fig- 
nally difplayed againft his accufers, feemtrd more 

' than fufficient to proye his innocence, he was not 
fully acquitted of every thing laid to his charge in 
lefs than eight years-, nor did the council think pro- 
per to fend him back to Paraguay, left his prefence 
therefhould occafion frefti difturbances. Nay he did 

' not, all this time, receive any rev/ard for his fer- 
vices, nor any indemnification for the lofies he liad 
incurred, and the difl^urfefnents he had made, in 
the emperor's fervice. This delay is attributed to 
his Majefly*s long abfenee from his Spanifti territo- 
ries. At laft, the Emperor granted him a penfion 
of two thoufand gold crowns, and gave him a place 
in the Rpyal Audience of Seville, where he died in 
a very advanced age. I have, indeed, feen a rhe- 
morial, in which it is faid, that he was immediately 
[ratified with a feat in the Royal Council of the In- 

r * 

lies. But, though his fovcreign might have 
amply rewarded him for all his fervices, he 
never indemnified him for all- his fufFerings, nor 
properly acknowledged the heroic manner, in which 
pe bore the many indignities that had been ofFereci 

him 
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kim. At this, however, we are not to be furpri- 
eed There are virtues which no earthly monarch 
can dojuftice to. Thofe, who think and ad up 
to •the great principles of chriftianity, know that 
God alone can be their reward. 

The flownefs of thefe proceedings may, indeed 
in fome meafure be accounted for, by the diftancc 
of Paraguay, from whence it was requifite to have 
judicial informations *, as well as by the long abfence 
of the Emperor from his hereditary dominions* 
Befides, this great and good man, might, • agree- 
able to his known difpofition, put up with the 
teftimony of his confcience j and, therefore^ 
give himfelf very little trouble to folicit his judges, 
and engage them to terminate the profecution 
againft him, though he knew it muft end greatly 
to his advantage. But what did him moft honour, 
was, that he never let fall a fingle wotd to the pre- 
judice of his enemies, or that could bear hard upoii 
Don Domingo Martinez de Irala, even after he ha;d 
learned how unworthily this officer had a6ked in 
regard to him, after his departure from the Al"- 
fumption, as we Ihall prefently relate* However^ 
the agent, whom Irala fent over to take care of hi$ 
interefts at court, could never obtain leave to re-- 
turn to Paraguay. All that now remains to com* 
pleat the hiftory of Don Alvarez is, to give fomc 
account of the voyage undertaken, by his orders, 
by captain Fernandez de Ribera, and of which 
Don Alvarez himfelf heard ric thing till his arrival 
in Spain. 

Ribera, as has been already faid, fet out from 
King's Port, the 20th of Deceitiber, 154^, with 
two fifty men, and entereri the Iguata, Which, in fix 
days,^ he found to be formed weftward of the 
Paraguay and King*s Port, by the junction of two 
others called Tacarecti and Tayva. Here he left his 
brigantine, with twel\)'e men, to take care ofher^ 
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and fet out with the other forty, and a guide given 
him by the Xaraycs, who underftood the language 
Current in a great part of the coi^itry he was to 
traverfe, and a toyal notary, called John Valderas, 
fent with him by Don Alvarez to keep an exaft 
account of every thing they €Ould ^ difcbvcr, fiut 
Ribcra thought it beft not to impart any thing of 
what he learned by means of his interpreter, in his 
private converfations with the Indians, to any one 
but Don Alvarez, who, he knew, was deter- 
mined to examine every thing by himfctf. But 
Don Alvarez being too much indifpofedy at JRi- 
bera*s return to King's Port, to receive a full ac- 
count of every thing he learned, he followed him 
bo the Affumption -, where we have feen it was im- 
polTible to fpeak to him at any rate. Upon this, 
Ribera thought it his duty to draw up a relation, 
in form, of all his difcovtries-, and, as foon as it was 
ready, he aflembled, in the church of the fathers 
for the redemption of captives, fome perfons. 
Upon whofe difcretion he could depend -, then, in 
prcfence of the fuperior of the convent, and the 
royal notary Pedro Fernandez, he read to them his 
relation, and fwore to the truth of it upon the holy 
evangelifts. The fubftance of it I (hall now give 
the reader. 

Ribera^ on his arrival at the confluence of the 
two rivers forming the Iguata, was* informed by the 
Xarayes he met there, that the Yayoa iffues from 
the mountains of Santa Martha •, dnd the Yacareati, 
from thofe of Peru, whence it falls precipitately into 
a very low country ;'that they,firfl:, mix together in 
the country of the Perobacaez^ and then feparate and 
form a very great ifland well inhabited by different 
nations. After taking leave of the Xarayes, whofe 
Cacique, called Camire, had received him with ex- 
traordinary marks of kindnefs and rcfpeft, he con- 
tinued his march for three days, when he arrived 

• among 
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SBQiMg another nation of Indians, called Urfuezez, 
#ho, like the Xarayes,* till the ground, and feed 
leveral kinds of poultry. He then puihed on, 
through a very populous country, iWl he arrived 
in fourteen degrees and fifty three minutes of South 
latitude. 

^ Dukrilb his day among the Urtuczez, who had 
for neighbours the ABurtinez^ a great many Indians 
of the neighbourhood came to Wait upon him, and 
prefente^ him feathers like thofe found in Peru, 
tod plates of a metal they ciXkA Chafaloma. He 
examined them feparately,' concerning the country 
that lay beyond tl^m, and they all unanimoufly told 
him, that, at ten days march to the North-weft^ 
there were large towns inhabited by women, who had' 
great quantities of white and yellow metal, and 
Were governed by a worhah, whom the nations in 
her neighbourhood greatly feared and refpefteda, 
that tbefe women made uie of nothing but what 
was made of white metal \ ind that$ on the road 
to tbemi ther^ was a nation of very little men, 
imaUe to make head againft the .women who 
often invaded their country 4 but that, however, 
at a l^ertain feafon of the year, they fcnt for fome 
rf thefe little men^ to have children by them ; that 
they kept the girls to themfelvcs, but fent the boys, 
when weaned, back to their fathers ; that, by what 
he could gather from thefe Indians, thefe wo- 
men inhabit a trad of land,. North-north-weft of 
the mountains of Santa Martha, and a great lake, 
which the natives call the houfe oftbefun^ becaufc 
this luminary appears to them to let in it ; that, be- 
yond the country of thefe women, there are fc- 
veral numerous nations of black men, with beards 
terminating in a point. The Indians, \fho gave 
this account, added, that they had heard thofe 
particulars from their fathers, but had not themfelvcs 

had an opporturaty of being cye-witncfs to them j 
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that their neighbours had given them the fame ac- 
count, adding, withal, that all thofe black men 
were very well drefifed, had large houfrs built with 
earth and (tones, and white and yellow metal in 
luch plenty, that all their veflfcb, their kettles, 
and in general, all their utenfils were made of one 
or the other. 

RiBERA alked them, which way thefc black men 
lived, and they anfwered, that, after fifteen days 
march. North- weft, he might expeft to be very 
near their couhtrvi from whence he concluded, 
that they muft be fituated about the twelfth degree 
of South latitude, between the mountains of Santa 
Martha and thofe of the Maranon. He was like- 
wife informed, that thefc black men were a very 
warlike nation, but had no other arms but bows 
and arrows. The fame Indians gave him^ likewife, 
to underftand by figns^ that, between the Weft- 
north- weft and the North- weft one quarter North, 
there were a great many well inhabited trails of land, 
and fome towns of fuLh a length, that a man could , 
not, in one day, walk from one end of them to the 
other ; that all thefe Indians had a great deal of 
yellow and white metal, and that the road to them 
was not very long, and lay, bcfides, through a popu*- 
lous country ; that there was a lake to the Weft, of 
fuch extent, that there was no feeing acrofs it ; that 
all the Indians living in the neighbourhood of this 
lake had a great deal of metal and little ftones, that 
caft a grcatluftre, and with which they atdorned the 
borders of their cloaths, and their furniture ; that 
their towns were very large ; that they tilled their 
gr und, and bred great quantities of poultry ; 
and that from the place where he now was, he 
might arrive at the lake in fifteen days ; that the 
roads to it were very good, when the waters did 
not happen to be our, and lay through a populous 
country; that, at prdent, the rivers in the way 

had. 
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hd overflown their banks ; and that, befides, Ribera 
had coo few men to attempt travelling through ib 
well inhabited a country. 

They then told him, that. Weft one quarter 
South Weft, there were other great towns, whofe 
houfes were built with earth, and whofe inhabi*- 
tents were very courteous and rich, having metals 
in abundance, and feeding great flocks of very 
large (heep, which they made ufe of to plough and 
harrow their ground, and carry burdens ; that he 
could get to them in a few days ; and that the road lay 
through an inhabited country, where there were 
chriftians all, and Ibme fandy defarts, where no wa- 
ter was to be found. Ribera having a(ked them, 
how they came to know they were chriftians at that 
fide of the country, they aniwered, that, forroerly^ 
fome Indians, who lived at no great diftance from 
thcfe towns, had heard the people of the country 
fay, that, in crofling thefe dcfarts, they had feen 
white men, with beards, drefled like himfelf, and 
riding upon animals, which, according to the de« 
fcription they gaveofthem,muftbc horfes; but, that 
not finding any water in thefe defarts, they were 
obliged to make the beft of their way back ; after 
many of them had perilhed with hunger and thirft. 

Ribera, having then aflced them, how they 
came to know all thefe particulars, they anfwcred, 
that there was a great communication between all 
thefe nations ; and that it was certain, chriftians 
had been feen, with their horfes, coming from to- 
war js the defart ; that they likewifc knew,. by 
hear-fay, that, on the declivity of the mountains 
to the South-Weft, there were large towns, whofe 
inhabitants were very ri.h in metals ; and that, at 
the other lide of the mountains, the water was fair; 
and very great buildings had been feen moving on 
this water. In fine, ha/ing alked them, if all the 
nations they had mentioned had chiefs, whj had 

an 
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. jsi atit)iQritf o^er the tdl of the oadon, they aaiwer-^ 
ed, that eirety nation had its own chief, who was air 
ways thebravefl men in it, andthatall the reftpunc* 
tually obeyed him. Ribera conduded»'upoh oath,' 
t^at, not fatisfied with ^hat the Indians told him, 
when he ^ke to them in general and all together^ 
he had examined them feparately when they adl w- 
fwettd unifbrnily, and withotit the leaft alteration. 

To return to Irak, he behaved as if he flattered 
himfelf, that Don Alvarez would never return to 
Pars^ity; but would periih on his pafTage to Sp^n i 
or, ifbe dad not &:11 under the weight of the h^vy 
chafges brought agatnft him, lofe ail hb credit iof- 
tonfequence of them. He entered upbn the €x- 
ercifc of the poft, which the ei^mies of the go- 
icemfor had conferred upon him, by diftributitig hist 
fpoils among tbofe, whom it moft hnpoited him w 
make his fiends. But, thodgh Don Alvarez could 
not be long ignorant of fo ftrange a proceedings 
he, notwidiftandingv continued to oBfcrve the ftrift- 
cA filence in regard to hrm, even when he might 
bare ruined him with a fingle word. 

He foon found means to intereft in his fuccd&r 
all thofc, from whom he had any thing to fear, or 
whofe afliftance he riiight ftand in need of, Co con- 
tinue in the enjoyment of his ill got power, by au- 
thorizing their injuflice/ or (hutting his eyes on 
their manner of treating the Indians. But, as he 
foon underfbood^ that fuch meafures, alone, are in- 
fofficient to fecure the poflcffion of an authority* 
which, when not ratified by the fovereign, is ge- 
nerally fhared by thofe who conferred it, he 
thought it his bufinefs to give work, abroad, to 
all thofe, from whom he might expeft any con- 
tradidtion at home* It was partly for this rea(bn^ -4 
but ftill more, to make himfelf necelliry, by 
entering intothe views of the Emperor, that he 
rcfolvedto continue his difcoveries. 

He 
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Hb Ikrie expeftcd the revenue ofRcers. would 
oppofe him in this defign. On the firft-mcmicMi of 
it, however,' thefe gentlemen told him, that it was 
not proper he fhould leave the AffumptiOft,' till 
his majefty had confirmed him in the governth^nc 
of this province. If the mifunderftajiding bcfween 
hkn and thefe officers did not bi^eak out before 
this declaration, at lealt it foon foHowed j and thea 
the confulion beeame general. The Indians,* who 
foon difcovered the critical fituation of the §pini- 
ards,' refolved to take advantage 6f it.' By "VirsLf of 
fhakittg reprifals for the cruelty, with which the 
Spaniards did not ceaie to treat them, they ptuii- 
dcred all their country fettlemerrts. Irala, how^v6r, 
was a gainer on the occafion, on account of the ne-* 
ceffity the Spamiards had of him Co reprefe thele 
infults. He no fooner took the field, than the Indi* 
ans difappeared -, and they never ventured to (hew 
their faces again. 

^ Having fo firmly ^ftabliflitd his au- 
5H^' thority by this fuccefs, that no one, 
henceforward, dared to contradid: him, he refolved 
to proceed on his firft defign. He had attachfec^ 
to his intereft a gentleman bom- at Truxiilo, in' 
Eftramadura, called Naflo de Chaves, ^ man of 
great refolution, and who wiflied for nothing more 
than an opportunity of fignalizing, himfelf. This 
gendeman, he ordered to go and wait for hint 
mth the direftor of provifions, Lefcano and forty 
Spaniards, among xhc Mayas or Ta^as^ who live' 
to the Weft of the Paraguay, and about one hun- 
dred leagues north of the Afiumption, almoft un- 
der the tropic J and, after overcoming fome unfore- 
fcen obftacles, which delayed hicfi a httle, followed 
him in perfon, after gaining the foldiers, by per- 
mitting them to live at difcretion in all the places 
they fhould pafs through ; and naming Don t'ran- 
tifco de Mendoza, his lieutenant general, during 

his 
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his abfence. He took along with him three hun* 
dred Spaniards, upon four brigan tines ; and was 
followed by three thoufand five hundred Indians, 
part in pirogues, and the reft by land, to the river 
of the Itatines, where they at laft, embarked/ 
Here Chavez joined the general with provifions ^ 
and the army remounted the Paraguay to King's 
Port. 

From King's Port they continued their march 
till they met the Xarayes, who are faid to be the 
moft politick and civilized nation of all this con- 
tinent. At Icaft, they received Irala very well •, fup- 
plidi him with provifions in abundance j gave him 
fome men by way of reinforcement, and to ferve 
him as guides. This behaviour of theirs engaged 
him to leave in their care his veffels, which he had 
how ho longer any occafion for ; and then he fet out 
North-Weltwards. The firft Indians he . met with 
informed him of many things concerning all the 
country, reaching as far as the river of Amazons, 
and told him, among other things, that, on. the 
banks of the lake Del Dorado^ there were feveral 
nations, who had gold and filver in great plenty ^ 
that the Sembicqfis in particular, who lived to the 
Weft, had very rich mines. He, upon this, 
thought proper to dired his courfe that way \ andy 
after many days march, arrived on the banks of 
the Guapay^ which falls, into the MamorCy a great 
river, that difcharges itfelf under the rtame of Rio 
de la Madera into the Maranon. From hence 
he travelled till he reached the Sembicofis, who 
live at the foot of the Peruvian mountains, and 
prefented him with many famplcs of gold and fi^ 
ver. He, likewife met, with fome Indians there^ 
who informed him, that there then reigned great 
divifions among the Spaniards of Peru 5 and, as he 
th(Hight this a favourable opportunity to pay his 
court to the Emperor> he feat Chaves to the pre- 

fidena 
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(ident de la Gafca, who commanded in that king- 
dom for his majefty, to offer himfclf, and all th6 
troops he had along with him. The prefident 
accepted his offers, and named Don Diego de Cen- 
teno, to govern Paraguay during his abfence. It 
even appears, that he intended this officer Ihould 
continue there. 

But, as Irala's meflengers made a very long flay, 
becaufe they were obliged to go to Lima, where 
the prefident then was, his troops prefled hirti 
greatly to enter Peru ; and, on being told, that he 
could not do fb, without leave from the perfbrt 
who commanded there, they replied, that,- if that 
was the cafe, theymuft return to Paraguay, Upoit 
this, he reprefented to them, that he had given his 
word to Chaves to wait for him, and that, in honour 
and juflice, he could not go from it. But, the only 
effect thefe reprefentations had on the foldiers^ 
was to make them mutiny, fo that he found him- 
fclf under an abfolute neceffity of yielding to their 
entreaties. At his arrival among the Xarayes, 
finding his veflTels in good order, he took fhipping 
to return to the AfTumption, where he did not ar- 
rive till the third year after he had left it. . 

In this interval, great changes had 

547*49* happened at the AfTumption. In aboitt 
twelve months after his fetting out, Don Francifco 
de Mendoza, whom Irala had left to command 
there during his abfence ; and, indeed many others, 
began to think, that Don Domingo Martinez dc 
Irala, from whom, all this time, there arrived no 
news, had met with the fame fate with Don Juan 
Je Ayolas. His friendsp, therefore, advifed hitn 
to propofe the eleftibn of a new governor, as he 
could make no doubt, they faid, of all the votes 
being for hihi 5 and of his afterwards obtaining, 

by the interefl of his illuflrious family, a com- 

mifTion in form from the Enracron 

He 
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He foHbwcd their advice ; fpoke to all the deCr 
lors \ and flattered hiaifelf, that he bf i gained them 
over to his intcreft, though their proposing to him^. 
th^t he (hould drft refign his poft of lieutenant ge^ 
neral, might naturally enough make him jfufpe<i 
t^eir fmcerity. How great, therefore, muft feavif 
^ave been his furprize, when, after doing what 
|ht7 propofcd, Upn Diego de Abreu was de- 
dared governor, oft the very firft fcrutiny, an<} 
proclaimed 0131 the fpot^ ThundcrrftrucUj in ^ 
manner, to fee himfelf thus outwitted by thofe, 
^hom he flat^tered himfelf he had made his friends, 
be conflated thofe, whom he ftijl thought fo ; and, 
they all, unluckily for him, gave it as thtir opi^r 
nion, that the eleilion was void 3, and took notice 
to him, that it was in confeq^icnce of a prem^cdi* 
fated dcfign to exclude him from the fupreme com- 
mand, he had been firft obliged to give wp that 
he was in a£lual poffeflion of ; that he fhould begin, 
by caufing this his refignatiqn to be declared 
Surreptitious ; and then ejcercife the functions of 
ic as before ; that they would fupport him in thefe 
m^afures, and foon find means tp make bina matter 
of dc Abrf u*s perfon. 

The new governor wa^ foon informed of this 
cabal ; and, without lofing a fingle moment, caufrd 
Mendoza's houfe to be invefted. At the firft mo* 
tion for this pur pofe, almoft all thofe, who had enr 
gaged him in this fcrape, made their efcape. The 
reft, who continued with him, were all ppt 
under arreft, and fentenced to lofe their heads. 
Mendoza appealed to the Emperor's council; 
but he was tr^d, that his appeal was void and 
abufive -, and that be ftiould think of nothing but 
to make his peace with jCJod. Upon this, lie 
refiorned l>imfeif, and prepared fc^ ' death, in f 
chrifcian manner; received the facraments of the 
church i and was conducted by 9 conipany of 

foldierj 
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^Idicrs to the fcafFold, which, to the almoft gene- 
ral difapprobation of the province, the governor 
Kad caufed to be erefted before his own houfe. 

W5 cannot refule our tears to the fad fate of 
a man of Don Mcndoza's family, who, but a few 
days before, commanded in the fame city, where he 
Wasnowcondemhed tofufferas a criminal, and 
jvho had gained Jiimfelf every heart by a behaviour 
equally affable and noble. As foon ks \i<t had a]f- 
anded the fcafFold, he cxpreflfod a ddire of fpeak- 
ing, upon which a profound filence enfued. He 
dien declared, that on the fame day and month, % 
litde before his departure frbrn Spain, hp had, ijj 
i^ fit of jealoufy, arid on bare fufpicion, put 
to death his firft wife, ^d his chaplain 5 that he 
now few. divine juftice h^d ordered, that he 
fhould expiate hifi crime, by falling under the hand^ 
of an executioner •, and that he cheer^Uy ful^n»itt- 
cd to his fcntence, praying God would be fetisfied 
With punifhing him in this ^ife, and fpare \k\m ii| 
the next . 


^tid of the Second B(^h 
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BOOK III. 


Ir^ returns to the AJfumptiony mtd fUniJbes the 
authors ^ df the. revoktiom during his abfence. 
Stratagem of Irala to maintain himfelfin the govem- 
ment. The Affuniption eroded into a bijboj^rick. 
Arrival of the hijhop. holds death. Arrival of 
a new governor. He and the bijhop fet our for, 
Peru. The governor depojed by the viceroy of Peru. 
Another nar/ied in his plaee^ %i'bo^ on his arrival ai 
the AJfumption^ quarrels mth the bijbop^ and is by 
him conduSled prifoner to Spain. A new governor 
fent from Spain. General defcription of Tucuman 
and, Chaco. Two very remarkable nations in Chaco. 
Account of the Chirtguanes, Origin of thejkvery 
in which the Spaniards hold the Indians. 


TH E governor, having'rid himfelf erf" 
fo dangerous a rival, had now nothing 
to do but endeavour to procure himfdf the Em- 
peror's commifliun. He, therefore, immediately 
difpatched a caravel to Spain, with Don Alfonfo dc 
Riquelmi, whom he charged with a judicial attefta-. 
tion of his eleftion, and the proofs that had been 
received of Iraia's death •, ordering Ferdinando de 
Ribera to efcort him, with a hrigantint , as far as the 
cape of Santa Mar ha. Riquelmi's caravel en- 
dearouring to reach an iflandjn oroer to dart from 
thence into the ocean, wa3 driven by afudden fquall 
upon a rock, and dafhed to pieces. Ribera, having 

foon 


ib^A g6t mtelligence of the caravel's mi^ortuiije; 
iMk oa board the crew^ which had happily efcap^ 
t4 drownings but were in the greateft danger of 
j)eriihing bf the hands, of the lavages ; ami arrived^ 
»t the Afliimption the latter end of the year 15^9 1 
vfhcn he found Irala returned from his inland ex* 
^dicioA i^ the jParaguay« 

Tub whole to«^h Wem; h^ kagues to meet him, 
And falyted him in qaziity o( their governor. Don 
Diego de Abrcu, If^ho had not refolution enough 
cooppoie this rec6p6ion, and might well forefei: 
fbat Irala MrouM make him pay desarly for Mei>- 
doza^s death, chofe to (i^oid his refentment by 
flights Moft of thofe, who had any reafoh to 
dread a p^ofeeution on th^ fame £:ore, took the 
famtf ftep, and pofted theihfelves in a miotihtain, 
ftom iffhenct it iiiras the more difficult to draw 
theivf^ OS the Indiatis in the neighbourhood had 
dediKtd in their {zv0&t. But ti^ governor waa 
feon Qotrdott^A for the lofe of his pray by the arri- 
val 0( Chavez and thofe who had accompanied him 
to Peru^ from whence ije returncdy not only with- 
out bfing a fin^e man^ but with a reinforcement 
of fifty Spaniards. 

CuAVE!!, ^0 was foft-ifi-iaw to Don 
549*5^v Francifco de Mendoza^ ckimed jaftice 
of the governor agalnft>*t:lft>fei who had any hand 
k> his death; and Irak promifed 'he ihotild haVtt 
tt. Upon this, a few of fhofe who had not m 
yet abfconded were hi^ppy Enough to make their 
dcape*^ the reft fufiered. ■ iibreu, more and more 
adarmed at ishis feverity, reti^d to a greater diP' 
tance^ but was int laft overtaken* Twenty foldiers^ 
who had expfels orders to take hifh dead or aliv% 
and for that purpofe were trackihg him irom places 
to place, kaviilg fpi^d a kind of cabin furround^ 
cd with tr^cs on the top of a mountiain of -dif- 
ficult acccfs^ clambered 4ip to it in^the^nighttiftie^ 
- V^OL.' I. L ;md> 


146 T H E HISTORY 

and, having diftingiiiihed him amon^four or five 
Spaniards^ who ftiU continued to ibck faithfully 
by him^ one of them fired upon him, and laid 
him dead upon the fpot. 

. Thesi: tranfaftions were attended! 

55^55' ^ii]^ ;^reat violence and confufion ; 
and it is ho eafy matter to juftify all Irak's |>ro- 
ceedi6g^ pn the occafion. Kay, from his be- 
haviour to Don Alvaitz there arifes a very ftrong 
prcfumption to his prejudice. Unluckily for his re- 
putation, he did not fufficiendy dilguifir his pafliOa 
to command; for which he certainly was in many 
relp^fts extremely well qualified* The impunity^ 
with which he permitted the ibldiery and his ad- 
te^irerits to treat not only the Indians, but the reil 
of the Spaniards, and wliich produced dfiany re* 
volts among the fomrkr, is utterly lAexcufable. 
Accordingly;^ as he bad alt the reafon in the world 
to fear, that fpme of the witnefles tdhis vexations 
Would give the Royal council of the Indies, or 
the Emperor, aii accouiit of tl^m, he had every ' 
where his fpses, whofc vigilance was {o much the 
more formidable, as death, or at leaft imprifonment^ 
was the certain cohfcqucnce of being dilcovered 
to have written any lettctf to thatpurpofe ; for h9 
never was at alp(s fof ptittkts to go fuch lengths ; 
and he was equity atteijttive to prevent any of the 
malcontents flipping into Peru, as he had as 
much to dread from ttioie who commanded there^ 
as from the Efnperor and his council. 

He could A0t but know, that, at the very time 
he fcnt an offer of' his fervices to the prefident de 
la Gafca, this nobleman, wl^ther becaufe he re- 
vived CO accept them, or becaufe fome of Irala's 
deputies had informed him of ;'the troubles in 
Paraguay, and made iomc complaints of their 
governor, refolved to fend one there, upon whom 
he cQuld depend ^ and had for this purpofet as we 

have 
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have already iecn, caft his eyes upoh Don 
Diqgo de Ceoceno» an old officer, whofe name is 
famous in the hiftory of Peru for his zeal for die 
ienrice of his fbyereign, and his oCher rirtu^^ 
which rendered him equal CD the moft arduous 
undertakings and worthy of tfar higheft honours. 
The bounds^ of the country, which, the com- 
mander general of Peru thought proper to comoit 
to his care, were Cuzco and Charcas to the fouth 
caft and weft, on the one fide i and, on the other 
fide, Brazil from the fourteenth to the twentyw* 
feventh degrees of fouth Udtude, 

He recommended to him, above all dung$, to 
beftow his firft cares on forwarding the temporal 
and eternal haj^funels of the natives ; never to em* 
ploy force agamlt them, dll fair means Ihould be 
Ibund ablblutelf infufficienti and not only give 
the miffionanes all the protedioo neceflary tor tjie 
due execution of their fun^on^ but even take* 
dicir advice in all his tranfadions reladiig to the 
Indians ^ not to lofe ume in running up^ariKd down 
the country, as his prddeceifors had Of>nc to v^ 
litde or no purpofe ; but to extend his ietdcment!; 
by placing them at fmall diftances one from ihc 
other ; this being the oolyjure method of quieting 
die preient, and prevehtii:;^ future^ diffentions a- 
mong the Spaniards, and i^taining the Indians in 
their towns, fince nothing' ,b>tt dte dread of being 
molefted can oblige them toldefert their old habita- 
tions; to exaA from the ^ Indians but a very- 
moderate tribute, and regulate it by the advice of 
the regular and iecular dcrgy ; to grant no favours- 
but to fuch as by their fervice and good chara^r 
appeared cndtlod to them ; not to take with 
him any Spaniauds who had a hand in Gon^alvo 
Pizarro's revolt; in fine, to fee, that sll thofc, 
who thought proper to . follow him to Paraguay, 
obiervcd on the road the ftri^teft difcipline, and 

L 2 carried 
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qarrfed 6ff no Indians by fi^rcc^ u|)on any prerextt 
whatever. 

: It is. not to be doybted^ but tl&^at Pamgii^y would 
focm h^c pat oa an^thrr face, ifk cQOfequcnce ofi 
inftjuftioDS drawn up» with fo ntuqh wifdam^. and 
given to a man. of Centeno's cbarafter. But ht 
di«ii ')in f fee midft of his preppratK)n3 » fct out 
fcH?* ils ^ Irak, it' is probaiile, kjoew nothings 
till be Iieceived an account of Centeno's dijath^ 
of j^ dtingcr he wjis in of feejflkg .hinyfelf fup- 
pkint^d. by iinother, if his f(s^dier& bad hot 
obliged hkn to haftcn his return to the Afi«raptioai. 
Ij^l^ flrft carcv on finding himfelf freed fromt: 
tb^'^anger Qf being thus fupplanted from Peru,, 
was 10 make uf^ful eftabtiihments ; and itmuftbe. 
ctwnj&d tfe^t fo far Paraguay is greatly indebted-to/ 
him. He had, by thm time, had kifure enoughs 
tQ;&^» tba(t this colony could not fubfifl: without, 
ibfej^iport, wherc-vefiek from Spain ^ght eafily. 
^rive^' and find fore and eonvcnienit anchorage ;, 
i^ it looks, as if he had refolved, in goodeamcflv 
to procure it that advantage,. hasrin|( ijbnt eaptaiis 
Juan Romero, with one hundred foldiers, upon twoi^ 
lirigantines to chuie one.. Romero ftopt at the! 
meuth of a little river,, which fdljf into the Rioi 
de la Plata, a littk above the iflands of faint Ga^* 
briel ; and had begun to lay down upoA its bank© 
t-hc plan of a city, under the name of Saiat John^' 
which ii likewife that of the river, when the 
Indians annoyed th^ .Spaniards to fuch z^ degree^ 
that he, at length, thought proper to give up ther 
attempt, and fet out for the Affumption. 

Having, one day during thepaflage, landed 
with fome of his people to dine on the banks o£ 
the river, the fpof, where he ordered the table 
to be laid, fuddenly loofened from the main land^ 
^nd floated off with the ftream. Upon this, 
he made an atternpt to fwim back to the bri- 

gantine. 
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^gsAdne; Birt; ch^re enfued ib ;great an a^tatioa in 
the waters^ rthat, to avoid ^eing drowned with all bb 
mcn^Jae was fqon ob^cd ta iwake^ for the {horc, 
where he wis fcaree ^arrived^ when t-hc brigantint 
went to the bojttom. At the eod of eight. d%ysi, ihe 
^ppearad %sMn> when ^1 thofe who hi^d hpen left on 
tioard her were found dead, except a woman, \^a 
alTured them ilie had fuffered xiothk)^^ t.hpv}g& 
Ihe had^/or twice twcitfy fojar hours, forty four fa^ 
ihom of water upon her,. \: 

. SoH£ time after this, the . Guarani^, ,whc^;lii?e^ 
near the great fail of the Parana, and h^d v()tlunta** 
^y fubmitted to tlie Sp^iards^ applied x6 the go^ 
vcrnor for -afliftancc againft the Tapez, inhabitants 
-of the frontiers of Brazil* who, Jbpporxqd, 1:^ tJK^ 
Portuguefe, made frequent irruptions into their 
country, su^ cowmittpd great rav^s there. IraJ* 
diinking it the duty, and even the intereila of thi^ 
Spaniards, to afford them prot^ftion, raifcd 
a litde army compofed of Spaniards and Indian $ 
took the command of it himfelf ^ aiKl led ic ito the 
habitations jof the Guaranis, wher^e the^r w^riors 
Joined him. He then marched to the Tape?5., who 
defended themfelves very well, byt were worfted 
;it laft ; and^ to avoid being entirely ^cut tp pieces, 
promifed they would aever moleft the GMaranis 
for the fujure. 

The governor, h^ing canefully examim;^ the 
^t occupic^d by the Guaronis, thought It would 
fcc proper to build a town thcr^, ,as welj to te M- 
hand tp awe all this frontier o£ Brazil, as to get 
nearer to the fea, md theiieby alway$ have a bettilr 
opporjunky of informing die cojincii jof .. t^ 
Indies of »\i .the wants of the cojqj^y^ T^ig 
refolution onjce taken, he np 6>onei\ re^cfee4'|l|^ 
Affumption,; than he chared Glides Rodr;gi«|fs 
de Vergara,* ^ifih^ie execution; ^f hi* projejft^ ^ 
jeftt km 9ff> . 19' >'654f .S^i^^ /fi«ty • i^en, mi -^veiy 
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thing rcqv»fice for fach m undertaksng* Vergara 
began by looking about fpr an advantageous fitua« 
tion for his ntw town \ and, at laft^ pattered himfel£ 
he had diicovered oneto the right of the Parana, a Uc<» 
tie above the great fall. He, werefoi'e^ immediately 
fet about the Work, and called his new town Ot^- 
verds, after a town in Caftile, where he was born. 
But this name of Ontiveras was foon loft, in that 
t)f Gk^4, which the province was known by. 
' About* this rime, there arrived an oi*der at the 
Aflumptioin from the council of the Indies, to fui^ 
|)end the clifcoveries, and the new eftabliihments 
-Miong the Indians \ and Irala caufed it to be pub* 
liihed. He then fent to Spain the Regidor Don 
Pedro de Molina, a man z$akmQy .attaelied » 
him, underthepretext of informing his majefty of 
the condition and wants of his province ; but, in 
i«ality, to have an eye to his interefts at court- 
^And, left any one fhould take advantage of this 
opportunity to write againft him, he kept Molina's 
voyageveryfecret^ and fent away with him Nuflo 
de Chaves, who W5gs preparing, by his orders, to 
inarch againft the^Indians of the Brazilian frontiers, 
of whom his allies had made him heavy complaints. 
But, as he flill dreaded, that, in fpite of all his 
•precautions, the malcontents might find out fome 
means or other of conveying memorials againft 
him to the couneil of the Indies, he thought it but 
prudent, in order to ward fo dangerous a ftroke, 
tawritehhnfelf to the Esnpcror, and befeech his 
m^efty to order his c6n<lu<5): to be enquired into, 
from ap^rfuafion, that ther confidence expreffed by 
iuch a requeft would defeat all the complaints 
^aunft him, which might happen to reach the fo- 
*vereign himfetf, or his council. Txufting, there* 
fyrtj to hi$ precaution, and looking upon himfelf 
as fecure £rom any eourt florm, he, at laft, pro- 
ceed^ to a di^bUrion of the lands^ which hitherto 

.he 



> I 


4) P PA RAG HA Y. 151 

lie liftdcoii^sfiiljr refufed ^ but he did it mott like 
a ibvereign, than a fubjed ^^. and, ia fpit^ of the 
Emperor^ injunftions^ made grants to Portugueie 
and pther ftnu^^ers ; threatening, with tlie. fevereft 
punilhment, dl thofe whoikould take upon themr 
(elves pubUcklytafalanr)e hk condu^ in this ref:^ 
ped; as heinade no doubt, he faid^ of . obtainkig 
the Emperor^s approbatbn of all his-meafures* : 

Totlus^&ofdefpot^m he foon added two re- 

galatioos, which tended greatly toobftrusS: the trad^ 

carried on between the ^aniards and the Indi^nsjiw 

The Indians made no fcruple to . exprej(3 their 

difp](QaAM« atjt, though the fear of being AiU worii: 

treated hindeied molt of them from.. flirring« 

Chaves was fent, with one hundred aiid Mtf men^ 

to chafHfe thofe who did ^ but he found it a much 

harder^ taflc ilian he at^firll imagined. The Indiax;^ 

defended themfelves well, and killed him a gre^t 

many men, for which reafon, though they loQt a$ 

many themfelves, he thought proper to proceed, 

for the f\iture, by way of ne^Kiation ; by which 

he, at laft, prevailed upon them to return to their 

duty, and upon the chiefs to follow him to the Af* 

fumption. Irala put up with the promife they 

gave him of being more fubmiiTive for the future^ 

People were fiirprized at his treating. them with fo 

much lenity ; but he had juft received fome pri-^. 

vate intelligence, which gave him too much un- 

eafmefs to let him think of engaging in a new war.- 

The Emperor having manifeftedv . fince the 
year 1547, a refolution of fending aigovemor, to 
Paraguay ; Don Juan de Sanabria, a very, wealthy 
gendkman, made an offer to his majefty, to trajijP 
port there, at his own private expence, a gc>pd 
number <^ families, two hundred aad fifty (bldW^« 
fmd ten francifcan friars ;. with wheat, beans, ana 
other kinds of feedi to fow tbejancls' with.; matfri 
lials to buildten bjriigantihesto ply oii theiivtr ; and 
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gdocfe t6 be advanced t6 the Spaniards, ift 
p enable i:hcm -fo trade* with the natives ; likcwife 
to form two new eft^blifhments ; o^e, at the moutb 
of ri)e river St. prancis, already mentioned, bcf 
tween the iQands of Canahee, and St/ Catherine, 
Tfhe Jimpcror accepted thcfe offers, on condition 
|hat Sanabria would, likewife, take on bo^rd on^ 
thoufand quintals of iron, one hundred of ft^el^ 
t number of fuch handicrafts as are iT^ft ^fefvd in 
ft new colony, provifions for all thcfe mouths till 
the firft crop, and fix compleat chiipels for ai| 
. eaual number of jpriefts that fnight want them 5 
wnich Sanabria confenting to, his majefty c^nferrecl 
to him all the power he had before co^lecred Oft 
Don Pfedro de Mendoza ; created hito adelantade* 
governor, captain general, and alguazil major of th# 
J)rovince of Rio dc la Plata, with all the appoints 
jfnents attached to thefc dignities granted him thd 
tooft of lieutenant general for all the places he ih^Id 
build ; and all the power neceffary to explore^ and 
people the country, in what mannerhe himfelf might 
think proper. In fine, he recommended to him not 
to fufftr above one Regidpr \n the |>lac€ of his refi^ 
dcnce, nor permit the pn^&^arf aiguazils to fm& 
the duties highpr than five per cent. 

The new adelantade, haying received his OMti* 
jftilfions, repaired to, Seville, to forward hiiannar* 
ment, ^nd there received ftefli orders from the Eaa^ 
peror, of which the principal ' were, not tQ 
allow the Portuguefe of Brazil to carry on any 
ftorrihierce with Paraguay ; to require n^thiAg ef 
die friars for their pftflage ; and to take out c£ 
the rtJyal treajliry three hundred ducats, to iupply 
them with every thi^ig they might want for tht duQ 
tclebration of the holy nrjrfteries. Bur,<at the titM 
pan Juan de Sanabria was moft taken up wkl| 
fhe preparations for hrs voyage, he died> to ffce 
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iprattregrec of all tl^ofe wKo kvHw him, '«ftd hi^ 
^ ^Afc t>f the profku:e> of Faraguay aOi 
hedrt* His death, in fad:, wa^ 9^ g^&P lo^ tft 
jdiis infill t colony, which now, tppiii^ than ^vefs i 
lequiicd the ^ftance of a governs Uke him. , , 

Thi Emperor havipg offered Sa|i*bria'? Jfon tx) 
Kticw With him the treaty he had • made wich h^ 
father^ he accepted it with thanks ; and, aft^ leve-i 
ral unexpcfted delays, embarked fojr. his, goyerat 
mcnt-, but, on entering the' bay of Rio de 1% 
Plata, he unfortunately p^rilhed by fliipwfeck, witl^ 
»11 his company, except a few failors, who^ carry-l 
jng the news of it to the Aflymption, fprcad ^ 
general conftematton among the inhabitants* 1% 
appears by fome hiftorians, that the Emperor feftf 
new* commiffions to Irala, when he found that 
young Sanabria would not be ready to fet put as fea9 
ks it was ^rft expedkd, though il do^. not equall)^ 
appear, that Irala flood in need of fuch commiflloni 
to retain his pl^ce, till a fuccefibr app(Hnted by ch4i 
Emperor ihould airive, unlefs, perhaps, thok hfi 
filready had were for a iimiteid time, an4 the^ce^ 
pf them was expired* •' ,. 

Th^ news of Sariabria's misfortTOir wafl» 'f^n 
iConipenfated by that of the Emperor's ^ having, 4$ 
length, procunpd the province of la^ Plata a bi£G$> | 
a thing much mor^ necefTary, than many per* 
fons in the colonies are willing to Mi^V^* lAi 
i»nfiftory held at Rome, the firfl of July iSif^i 
by Pope Paul III. the city of the Aflum^iickl 
was ere£ted into a bifhopricH, under thie t^te of <i^ 
pdum/etf Pftgus de Rio de la Flaiu \ and father Jtiiifi ^ 
Barros, of the order of St. Francis, w** appoint^ 
fd ;t, but he never took pofTeffioq trf it Oa ' hisf 
tranflation to another fee, in 1:5^4, firthitr Bod«t4< 
la Torre, of the fame ordcr^ was nacftsd x^ fuQ0ee4 
h(m, and fet out, the year foUowing,.for ^ari^ay^ 
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Hie inhabitants tdf tKe Afiumption, having learned 
that ther^ i^peared feme fhips at the entranct of 
Rio 4r ia Plata, by means of fires,* which the In- 
dbm had agreed with the Spaniards to make from 
^ diftahce to ^iftance on (uch occafions ; and .foon 
Alter, that the Ihips brought them a bifhop, pre- 
pared to receive mm, in^ ^ manner fixitaWe to his 
dignity, and cjcpreflive of the great hopes they en* 
. tertained^ that hi$ preferice would procure them at 
confiderable abatement of the evHs moft of them 
groaned unden The fecular clergy, very few ia 
bcr, the friars-of St. Francis^ and two of the or- 
der for the redemption of captives, at the firft news 
of his aj^roachj went out tofhieet him, and fouiid 
him att^ided by no mean retinue of priefts and 
domefticks %' the Emperor having thought pro- 
per, that he ihouki appear, at his Brft entrance into 
his diocefe, with a train fuitable to his dignity. 
Irala, who happened to be ab&nt from the Affump- 
tion, when the firft «ws of the bifliop^s approach 
trrived there, haftened back to receive him ; and, 
on meeting him,- fell upon his knees to a(k his be- 
neutOuon. 

Dow PfeDRO DB LA Torre' had left Spain with 
. three (hips fuU of men, arms, and ammunition, all 

fcut by the Eniperoi; under the command of Mar- 
tin de Urua, who came to Sfnqn from Rio de la 
Plata, in quality of procurator of that Province. 
He delivered Irala oommifl^Ons, which continued 
him in his government, and feme orders of his 
majefty, containing a great m^y r^ulations, of 
which the principal related to what the Spaniards 

Thssb comihiandes were a method contrived to 
reward thofe, who had contributed to the eftablifti* 
ment of the colony, and who, as has been already 
obferved^ were ftiled the Conptenrs of Pan^ayi 
We ihall foio^n explain, at large, what thefe com- 

mandes 
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flrmdes were. Let kfuffice, fw tfaeprefehty «^ 
%, that tbey cimfifted of a ccnam^oiMpbar ^ In* 
dian fubje&s, who were nhjyii to lerve thofe to 
whom they iMflr^jPSMftefl. But, there not being, as 
|iet^«iiocigh of thelc pom creatures to fupp!y aU 
the Spaniards, who laid claim to their fcrvioes, 
thegoverncT, by the advice of the biihop and all 
thofe who 1 ai a right of voting in the council, re* 
folved to form new fetdements ' of the natives, of 
whom they thought themfelves intitled to dilbole, 
at the fame time that they IcnewkwMJiiifKiffibk 
do it, till they fixed thMiJoime certain fpot. 

T«sfear lowing, the governor fci* 
^^ <8ptaan Rui Di^ Melgarejo into the pro^ 
Vince of Guayra, by which was underftood all the 
country watered by the Parana, above the^ great 
fall and the rivers that flow into it. Mdgargo^ 
after furveying a great deal of it,fpiundthe fituasioii. 
of the city of Guayra but indifFerent. He, xhei^ 
fore, took all the inhabitants Out (jf it ; and^ faar- 
ing tranfported them to the other fide of the Pa- 
rana, he th^e traced out, on the banl^ of it 
but three leagues higher, near the place j^t^s^^ 
it receives the Iktle river Piquh-i, a «cw town, 
which he called CiudadReal. The air here is not 
over whoUbme ; but, in other idpefbs, the iituatii^ 
is very advantageous. Filh, and land game ef^ 
I^ecially, are found herein thegreateft plenty. Forty 
thoufand Indiana were given to the inhabitants q{ 
the place, who found no great difficiilty in-brii^* 
ing them to cultivate the eanh, which, in a ihort 
time, rewarded their pains with plenufiil crops of 
grain, pulie, and cotton. Some memoirs fay, that 
vines aind fugar cane^ were planted here with fome 
iiicceft. 

At the lame time that Irala (ent Melgarejo into 
theprovinceof Guayra, -hcdifpatchcd Nuflo deCha- 
ves^with two hundred and twemy &ldiers,aiid three 
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Jtbcr cftablilhmpn; iamong the ]^fi{aye^ , Ci^vcSt 
lyiio hW his pw.Q viiews, fouad no i^]tua(iQ.n, in all th^ 
country, convjcnit nt enough for a towai j fo turned 
' to the Weft| on receiving advige, that, by follow^ 
inga courfe laid d^wn to hin^^he would meet witli 
jOuaranIs pretty near the f ro|itiei;s of P^ru. One of 
jdie firft nations he £;>un4 o^ hi^ rQad/;iYas the Chir 
<][uites^ w^o obliged him to tneafure hi? ftrengi^ 
vrith thena -, for, as war was n9t h^s^rand, and h^ 
-Tivas befides>. de^rqus of preferying all,|iie troops h,<? 
liad broiight with him, fee^ at firft, , turned out of their 
Fay. But wheji he thoijght he had leaft to fear 
froip thofe brave Indians, who hf^d given ib inuch 
xineailnefs to the conijuerors of JPeru^ he fouii4 
fhdm before him, armed with pakes darts ^x^ ari* 
fows, defended by a ftrong paliiladpe furrounde4 
with ditches a^ trenches ; and |:he ^whole witlj 
pointed ftakespf a very hard wood driven into the 
^earth. 

Chaves, upw filling that the ChicjiBites wererefolv^ 
jcdin good carneft hottolethim ptopeedany further^ 
Ixeiitated no longer to attack thj^m \ imd^ at iafl^ 
^ obliged them to give way, and $;9Jke to fbeir heels^ 
though not withput the Jo^s of a good many me% 
wha were killed oja the fpot, and a. great many 
others, who, though very flightly wounded in ap- 
pearance, died in a few days after, the Chiquitesi^ 
p: feems, having made ufc of poifoned arrows t^ 
defend tfeemfelves. Upon this, the fpryiying Sp%. 
. piards infifted on Chayes's execu;Uftg.the orders hp 
had received to form jtn eftablifhmcnt amcng tfep 
Chiquites. This Tii2& a fine ppppf tunity fo tecur^ 
jhe poffeffioA of King^s Pprt j but .Chaves, it feem^ 
was ;:efolved not to return back to Paraguay. , /^ 
; In the mean time, h^ received intelligence of the 
fdeath of Don liomingo Martinez de Jrala, whc^ 
Ijaving ma.dc an excurfipp tp^gfl .J|^4i^gi,,tpwn^ 


b#en « UVl -of ^JOQde loir thcf flgf|fl:?u6taoii $jf a^^ha- 
ppi, he wa^ tygy4bg;iii xht C|fclh«cirgl,a£'fihc Milrt>fK 
lion, was fti2»dc wchi% :iH>v^/cv€Tv wbiclii^fed 
I^ to recurptto the Wff an^ <;»fn»(l him i»ff io. * 
Ihort tiiw. He h%i^ iwwevfr^ tin)^. enough tot 
prepare foirhb ^ppfttranp t^p.(^9d, 4n4 il¥i4« 
tbc proper vtft Qf it .Thtt r. Ijiftwp i>ewr fiari*4 
from him duripg tibefe^ pceoH^iiS oic^ept^^ ;acKtr 
he. ejKpire4 with fe«tirtfitnt5i.:;^^hifit^ gf^fttljr edir 
fied ti^ ailUtants,: A$ tMtirdtrjh^r^ty hirpfelf neiir 
bb end^he naJned Don Gw^a^ <jf 'Mendozn^ hi» 
fimkkw, IteUteynapti gemral 9(^d c<iiaMnander o£ 
iJieprovince> tiUi ih^ Emperqi ihould name aii0^ 
ther y and this choice Yra»' umverlaHy approv>ed^ 
Meodoza ierupuloufly folk>|i;!i^ed all the vkt^ - of 
Us father in law, in jtgard &> t;he os^king of nenr. 
eftaUiihrnents ; aDd>asihebad! norieib much a« 
heart, as that Chavei had* been dirdfted to at* 
t^mpt among^ the Xarayea^ , he immediately dii^ 
patched an Gtptc& tq him wkh orders to qxccvg& 
what had been already preicribed to him.' on* that 
head. . 

X Thb meffengers: found him on the 
^57 '5 • fpoc^ where he had forced the intrench- 
Qxnt of the Clisquites. But he bad advanced 
too far to rctiaro^ though not vdthout maturely 
weighing all the confequenccs of it. Molt of hia» 
men, he had reafon to fear, wotdd defert him v andy 
in faft^ one hundred aud forty told him plainly^ 
that, if he visls relblved not to return to the Xarayes,, 
they could follow him no further^ To tfcis. he^ 
made anfwer, that he did not intend to force any: 
man. Upon this, they named for their eoi»r 
mandcr the captain Gonzales Cafeo,. and fet out 
for the Xarayes. Qiaves with about fxxty men, 
who remained with him, continued his march 
to the nJairfe oftheT^^/^^^a^^, where he met cap- 
tain Andrew Manfo, whom the marquis de Ca-' 
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fletee, vlcerof of Peru, had fent with a ftrong de^ 
tachfi^iit to make an dbblifhtneat diete. 

TiioodH thefe two ofikers met in aotnintiy ex* 
ttafive enough to {atisfy their tmbicion, they couldl 
not agree ; fo thit, 1:0 terminate the differences be- 
tween them, it wat, ,at laft, found requifite to have 
i^a>urle to the topi audience of la l^laca *. The 
fbrefidenc <^ this fuperior court repaired to the 
field of contention, and affi^ied to each his dif* 
trt£t. Upon thti^ Chafv^es, hraving his company 
under the orders of Femand de Salazar his lieu- 
tenant, immediately went to pay hb refpefts to 
the viceroy at Lima, and gave kim to underftand, 
that thexountry ceded to him was very rich, and 
woidd admit of very good eftablifliments. The 
marquis de Caneite, though he knew Chaves only 
by name, and that he had married one of his rela- 
tions f, took a gieat liking to him, and imme* 
diately named his ion, Don Garcias de Mendoza, 
governor of all this country, and bellowed the 
poft of king's lieutenant under him upon Chaves, 
whom he ordered to return there diredly. Chaves 
obeyed, and began the exercife of his charge by 
founding in this new province a town, called 
Smia Cruz de la Sierra^ at the foot of a hiountain, 
and on the banks of a very pretty rivulet. Sixty 
thousand Indians of the neighbourhood were re- 
duced without fighting ; but, as moft of them 
were of the nation called Mopces^ who were not 
converted in lefs than one hundred and fifty years 
after this period, their fubmiflion, during this long 
interval, was little better than apparent ; for they 
never wore the yoke but when they could not 

fhake 

* The royal audtences txt fuperior courts i^amediately 
under the viceroy. ^11 that country, to which'lirc give the 
name of« Paraguay^ is fubjea to that of thS city of U 
Plata. 

t The daughter of Don Francis de Mendoza beheaded 
ac the Aflumption. 
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(bake it off! Tins tovfn thas been iince rcmQved 
fifty leagues |flK)^e to the north ; and it is verf 
probabky t^t the Moxes fince that tinae tntirdjr 
r^com^d their liberty. 

In the mean time the Sppiards mhohkiieps^ 
rated from Cbayes,^ and! whom all (he Indiasis had; 
fpUowed^ made the bej$' of. their v^ay .i]^k to the 
Xarayes) and from thence, a$ ioqn^, a$ {he vci^b 
they had left with themi were refitted, to thf A(» 
fumption. The firft thing.. tfiey;- ^ard ob tbdr 
arrivkl here ivas^ that the .li^i^teqant general was 
dead, ^and that Don Jt^an .drtiz^ de . Vergara, who 
had been unani^^fly elided to i^cceed hinv 
had been publicly declared by tbc bijSbop, in the 
name of his nfiajefty, governor, . captain t^general^ 
and chief juftice of the.^province of R^ de k 
Plata, to the general iincijsfadion of all the. in* 
habitants. 

The year following, the Guaranis revolted> 
probably with a view of being able ;to ihake off a 
yoke, th« wei^t of which grew from day to 
day more xntolemble. Several of theipfi had ac<^ 
companied Kuflo de Chavesf in the expedition we 
fpoke of ; and^ having ieen the cfFcfts of the 
poifonotis arrows of the, Chiquftes, had .brought 
home a great q\^antity of them. They flattered 
themfelyes, it is' probable, that with fuch arms 
they might foon be able to exterminate part of the 
Spaniards, and oblige the reft to -abandon the 
eountry. . Be that as it will, their revolt foon be- 
came a^much more fcrious affair than it was at 
firft thought to be ; and, the governor had occafion 
for all his forces to fuppreis it. The Guaranis 
had the advantage in the firft ilyrmifhes, and, if 
the poiibn of their arrows had not loft a great 
deal of its adivity, might poflibly have accom-. 
plilhcd their defign. At leaft, the Spaniards 
found it' requifitc to treat with great gcntlcncls,. 
■ . ' . . thofe. 
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tfaofe, who firil difcovcred a dcfirc of peace, fbf feir 
"the wJxok natioOj.trhich was very numefcnis, ihould 
cott^dre. together v aaad -fepply with dcfpair, the 
place of poifon^ now no longer of any lerrice to 
•them. TM» ifeirthod had the defircd fuccefs • ' but 
the Spaniards never benefited by the lefibn, wkidi 
ihis,and evtn anothet* afiair of the fame kind^ oficjred 
Jtbcm, ibfar as to alter their treatment of mcii^ thzy 
<cm}d nm poffihly do without^ and whofc a&c- 
tion, k wiU appear in the cotsr& of this hiftoty^ 
they natight have eafiiy gained. 

^ The governor^ who had matchisd. in 
. ^ pedbn agamfl: the Guaranis in the iieigh- 
i)OUf hood of the AflSamption, was fcarce rettimed 
ixithat city, when an Indian came to require of him^ 
m the name of Melgarejo, fpeedy fuccoursag^inft 
thofe in the neigkbourhood of ciudad Real, who 
had likewife taken up arms. The Indian added, 
Alt he had paft throttgh the thick bf the enemies^ 
wh6 W04iM have certainly ilopt, and, perhaps 
killed him, had he not bethought himielf of fpeak" 
ing ytty ill of the Spaniards to all dioie he was 
under a ^eccffity of ctwiverfing withj . The govcr* 
nor feeing him naked, with nothing but bis ixam 
and arrows about him, afl^d him^ what proof faq 
could give of his commiflioii. The only ao(wcr 
riic Indian gave to this queftion was, by putting 
his bow into the governor's hand, and defiring 
him to examine it well. The govemcTr turned iC 
every way, and -examined it on all fides, as did 
likewife all the afliftants, but without difcovcrin^ 
any thing extraordinary to attrad their attention. 
The Indian, upon this, taking it back^ fhewed 
them in the middle of its bend, and on the in- 
fide, a little flit fo well clofed, as to be fcarce 
difcernibic ; and then drew our of it a note from 
Melgarcjo, which was to ferve him for his ere- 
dentiais. 

Ths 
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( I'he general, after deliberating oh the means 
to ftifle this rcVolt, gave the commiflion to Don 
Alphonfo de Riquelmi, who had diftinguifhed hini- 
felf greatly- in that of the Guaranis nearer home. 
Riquelmi, after making fome difficulty of accept* 
ing this commiffionj on account of fome mifuii- 
derftanding between him and Melgarejo, fet out 
Vith feventy Spafiiards. On his arri\ al, he found 
that the revolt was almoft general throughout 
the whole country, and that Ciudad Real was re- 
duced to the greateft extremity, being invefted by 
xht enemy with a ftrong barricaditf, which he was 
obliged to force before h^ could get into it. 
Though the governor was not oveijoyed to fee 
him, and betrayed his fentimehts by the mahpet- ill 
which he received him, he begged him to make a 
Tally on the enemy^ excufing himfelf from doing 
it on account of a fltxion in his eyes, which, hb 
faid, almoft deprived him of his fight. 

^ • RiQUELMi confented ; and, at the 

^ '^* hi?ad of one hundred Spaniards, and a 
body of Indians, in whom, however, he placed no 
great confidience, forced the barricades, purfucd the 
Indians to their neafeft towns, feized fome of theii" 
chiefs, whom he immediately ordered to be hang- 
ed; and, continuing his mrlrch, fen t for the reft 
of their Caciques, who came rn on the firft notice^ 
and applied for peace in the moft fubmiflive pof- 
turc. - He did not grant it^ however, till he had 
taken fecurity againft their ihconftancy. This 
done, he embarked his troops 'on the Parana; 
and hearing that there ftlll remained in the heart 
of the country a great number of Indinns, 
who had vowed the deftruftion of Ciudad Real* 
and the death of all the Spaniards, he fet out iri 
queft of them. 

After traverfing a very thick wbod, he diC* 
covered a body of Indians pretty advantageoofly 
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poftcd in a grove of pines, where he attacked 
them with fo much rclbl^tion, that they, at laft^ 
fled in great diforder ; but, being joined by great 
numbers of other Indians, they faced about, and 
fuddenly furrounded Riquelmi ip a very long and 
very narrow valley. Though he thoroughly com- 
prehended the greatnefs of his danger^ inftead. of 
fiifFering himfelf to be dilheartened by it, ke put 
on the boldeV face ; and, by his intrepid appear- 
ance, difconcerted the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that they permitted him to recover the plain, where 
a great number of Indians were encamped, Thefe 
he immediately charged, killed a vaft number of 
them, took a great many of thofe who had efcaped 
prifoncrs, and among them many chiefs, who, to 
obtain their lives, told him they had been forced to 
to take up arms by the moft powerful Caciques of 
their nation, and by thofe who had been given 
in command to the Spaniards,' and were, at any 
rate, for fhaking off the Spanilh yoke. Riquelmi, 
after (pending all the winter following in reefta- 
blifhing tranquility and order in this province, re- 
turned to the Aflumption, where he was received, 
as it were, in triumph, and amidfl: the acclamations 
of all the inhabitants. 

The governor, who, probably, had not as yet rer 
ceived his commiflions, but intended to fend Mel- 
garejo into Spain to folicit them, and give the Em- 
peror an account of the prefent ftate of his pro- 
vince, thought he could not truft Ciudal Real, and 
the province of Guayra, to better hands than thofe 
which had delivered the one and pacified the other. 
He, therefore, fent for Melgarejo, for whofe reception 
he had ready one of the largeft and bed built vef- 
fels that had been as yet feen in Paraguay. But 
in the middle of the night, juft as the crew were 
on the point of going on board, Ihe appeared all 
in a blaze, and was reduced to aflies, in fpite of all 

the 
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the efforts of the inhabitants to fave hfcr. All 
cijdeavours to difcover die incendiary proved 
equally inefFedual ; but he was fufpcfted to be 
fomebody, who bore no good will to the governor, 
and grudged Kim a poft, of which he thought him- 
. fclf more worthy. 

•g^g Upon this, fome perfofts kdVfStd Vci'- 
. " ^* gara to apply to the Viceroy of Peru foi^ 
commiffions to confirm him in the government ; 
and,^ though he cbuld not, in all probability, take 
any ftep more detrimental to himfelf and to his pro* 
vincei he fo much relifhed it, that, as foon as he had 
fupprcfled a newrevohfamong the Indians, in doing 
which a great deal of blood was fpilt on tooth fides, 
he refolved to waitjon the Viceroy in perfon, and 
fpared no expence to appear to adraittage. The 
comptroller, Philip de Caceres ;* the faftor^ Peter 
deOrantes; the captains Peter de Segufa artd Chrit 
tophcr de Saavedra j the attorney genef al,- Riii Go- 
mez Maldonado -, and a great many other gentle- 
men would be of the expedition; Nay, to the great 
furprizc of moft perfons^ the bilhop himfelf 
thought proper to make one with themy attended by 
fourteen regular or fecular priefts. 
• Vergara appointed Don Jtian de Offega to 
command at the Affum^tion during his abfence*, 
and caufed himfelf to be efcorted by three thoufand 
Spaniards^ and an eqtral number of Indians* Nu- 
flode Ghaves, who was now ret timed to the Af- 
&imption for his wife and children, fet out along 
with hini ; aftd, on his arrival among the Itatines, 
perfuaded fhree thbufend of them to follow him, 
by making them the moft magnificent promife^. 
The governor had no fooner entered the tefritoty 
of Santa Croz, then Chaves, feeing his hands thus 
ftrengthciied, declared to" him, that he alone had a 

M 2: /ight 

• Probably the fo« of the ancient coiftptrDHcr, and the 
fame who accompanied Don Alvarez in his Utl voyage. 
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right to command there ; tipon which, nobodf 
knowing who to obey^ the greateft confufion and 
'd^forder enfued, and was foon followed by a great 
fcarcity of proviftons, which, along with the great 
f atigu^^ of the journey proved fatal to numbers. 
The Itatines, efpecially, fufFered fo feverely, that 
jthey thbught proper to ftbp ihort, and build a town 
in a place, where the lands had the appearance of 
being very fertile, within thirty leagues* of Santa 
Cruz, which the Spaniards and the reft of the In* 
dians madegreat marches to reach. But here they 
found the fame fcarcity, they had expenenced on 
their journey ; and a great number of the Indians-^ 
belonging to the governor of Riode la Plata pc-* 
rilhed by it^ At the fame time, the natives of the 
country role up in arms, and the contagion fpread 
even beyond the Guapay. Upon this, Chavea 
marched againft the rebels with fifty Spaniards ; 
but not till* he had given orders to his. lieutenant^ 
Fernand de Salazar to difarm the governor of Rio 
de la Plata, and all thofe who accompanied him^ 
land hinder them from proceeding to Peru, till he 
was returned from his expedition. But, Vergara 
having difpatched a courier to la Plata to complaia 
of this violence, the royal audience forbid Salazar 
t6 ftop them any longer. Vergara, on his arrival 
at this capital of las CharcaSy after many efcapes 
from the inveteracy of the Indians, who were enc- 
nf)i£;s to the Spaniards, and fufFering a great 
deal by famine, found that ftill greater mortifications 
awaited him here. . , 

Tbere had been laid before the royal audience 
no lefs than one hundred and ten heads of accufatioii 
againft him, fome of them very weighty ; par-^ 
ticularly, his having drawn from the province, and 
4t a great expence, fb many . Spaniards and Indians^ 
. of which great numbers had perilbed on the journey 
This fovcrcign court, however^ ^clarcd to him, 

that. 
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tj!^ they did not intend to judge of all theie ^ 
charges^ but referred him to the licentiate, Don 
Lope Garcia de Caftro^ governor and captain ge- 
neral of Peru, and prefident of the royal audience 
of Lima, where he refided. To this capital, there- 
fore Vei^ara immediately repaired ; and, on his 
arrival there, was fhipt of his government, and 
ordered to appear before the royal council of the 
ladies, to anfwer all the clmrges brought againft 
him. His government was given to Doit Juan 
Ortiz de Zaratc, an officer who had given proofs 
of his merit ; but on condition, however, that 
he fhoutd obtain commiffions dircdly from the 
king, 
gg The year following, the new governor of 

^ * Rio de la Plata pait over from Peru into 
Spain^ after naming Philip Caceres his lieutenant 
general) and diftributing to him and his attendants 
every thing requifite for their journey to the Af- 
fumption. Philip lid. received him very graci- 
oufly, and gave him the ampleft powers^ afld the * 
wxfeft inftruftibns, for the advancement of the co- 
lony, the civilization of the natives, and the folid 
eftabHfhment of the chriftjan religion in thefe vaft 
countries, 
g^^ The biihop, the lieutenatnr general, ; 

^ '7- and the remains of the Spaniards and In- 
dians who left Paraguay with Vergara; and who, it is 
probable, fct out much fooner on their return hodie^ 
took their road through Santa Cruz de la Sierra, ' 
where they foundChavez reprned from his expedi; . 
tipn, and were very well received by him. He even 
efcortedthem,forfometime,withagooddetachm€^ntv 
but he had his views, in doing them this,poUtenefs„ • 
forhefeduced on the road as many of thetn-as 
he . poffibly could ; particularly, a very able miner, 
called Munos. Oh their arrival in the country" 
where the Itatines* had ftopt, they learned, that 
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thieic Inidians bore no good will to the Spaniards^ 
whofe refentmcnt, befides, they dreaded, becaufo 
they h^ feparated from them without their con-r 
fcnt. Chavez, therefore, thought it moft prudent to 
turn ou( of their way a litde, either to avcnd giving ' 
thcpi ^ny occafion of jealoufy, or to have the bet- 
ter opportunity of difcovering their real tnten- 
tion$. 

Being informed, on his. arrival near an Indian 
towp, that feveral Caciques were afiembled there, 
he entered it on horfeback, with twelve foldiers 
oply ; ^nd alighted in the public place* Several 
Indian^ immediately , flocked there, leemingly to 
welcome him, and conduced him to a very n^at 
cabin, where they invited hini to repofe himfelf ^ , 
little. As he was greatly fatigued, he, without " 
further ceremony, threw himfelf into a hammock, * 
tand took off his helmet the better to enjoy the * 
benefit of the frefh air, and fleep more at his 
cafe. But he had fcarce time to fettle himfelf. 
when a Cacique came behind him, and, with - 
a violent blow of a macana, killed him upon 
the fpot. His twelve foldiers were all maflacred at 
tlje {anie time, except a trumpeter, called Alexan- • 
der, who, covered with wounds as he was, had time 
enough to get on horfeback again, and inform Don . 
Diego de Mendo?^, who followed with the reft of ' 
the foldiers, of what bad happened ; and who, with- 
but this notice, would have probably, fliared the 
fame fate. 

ir^8 Chavez, before his feparation from the 
* ' lieutenant general, had promifed to wait 
f6r him at an appointed place. Caceres, therefore, ^ 
not finding him there a this arrival, began to be very 
uneafy about him, when fome Indians came to ad-^ 
vife him of his tragical death. Upon this, Ca- 
ceres puihed on ; and, at laft, arrived, without any • 
accident, on the banks of the Paraguay. He had • 
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fcnt before him fix foldiers to weigh up the barks 
and canoes he had funk in it, in order to return on 
board them to the Affumption 5 but fome Paya- 
guas and other Indians, having difeovered*theni, 
tell upon them, and carried them into flavery. Ca- 
ccres himfelf arrived foon after this misfortijne ; 
and, hearing what had happened, offered jo redeem 
his foldiers ; but the Payagyas would not, at firft, 
Ipt him have bj^ck above three of them j and thefe, 
too, they fold him very dear. Some days after, how* 
ever, they fent him the reft, but infifted on a ftill^. 
higher ranfom, and even obliged him to advance. 

He then bent his march towards the country of 
the Itatines ; and, on his approach to their prin- 
cipal town, found himfelf fuddenly invefted, at a 
time his foldiers were working their way through ^ 
very bad ftep. The attack of the Itatines was both 
very warm, and very well concerted. The Spa- 
niards, animated by their biftiop and clergy, who 
exhorted them to put all their, confidence in the 
ALMIGHTY, fought, as Well as their Indians, with 
great bravery and order, notwithftanding the bad-, 
riefs of their fituation, and the inveteracy of their 
enemies ; and, having gained a little ground, and 
recovered a little fpirits, were preparing to make 
their beft efforts, when 4II on a fydden the Itatines 
appeared as if feized with a fudden pannic •, a^d, 
the next moment, betgok fhemfelves to fight in a . 
pioft precipite manner. 

This was not the only rencounter Cgcpres had 
with the Itatines, whofe parties fe^n^ed to relieve 
each other regularly, in order p harrafs* him, and 
difabled fome of his men in every Ikirmifh. At 
Uft, when he had got within fifty leagues of the 
Aflumption^ he no longer found on his road any but 
allies, vying ^ith one another to fupply hiRi with 
provifions and refrefliments, and offer him ^11 the 
ofher aflfiftahce in their power. The very day of 
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his arrival in the capital, which was one of the firft 
, of the year 1569, he affembled the council, even 
before he quitted his arms, to fticw them his com- 
miflion as Lieutenant General of the Province ; an4 
wis received as fuch, without any oppofition. 

^ The firft orders he gave were to finifli and 
^^ ° refit the brigantines and barks in the port,^ 
that they might be ready on the firft notice ; and,^ 
the beginning of the year following, he ifet out, on 
board ^hem, with one hundred and fifty men, for 
the mouth of the river, in order to receive the fuc-ir 
. cours, whifh the governor had promifed to fend 
him with ,all convenient fpeed. But, feeing no 
(hips arrive, though he waited there for feme time,^ 
^nd judging his prefence more requiftte at the ca-. 
pital, he left a letter of advice in a bottle fattened 
io a great crofs, which he caufed to be erefted on 
the banjcs of one of the iflands of St. Gabriel, and 
fe^t out on his return to the Affumption. 
V He had fcarce reached it, when a private quarrel^ 

which had fome time fubfifted between him and the 
Jjifhop of Paraguay, broke out in an open rup- 
ture; and the whole gity divided into two parties^ 
bothready tp proceed tothelaftextremities. Butwhat 
was pretty odd in this affair, fcveral clergy men» 
lided with the Lieutenant General, and fome of- 
ficers declared for the bifhop. Caceres niade thoie, 
\^ho oppofed him, feel all the weight of his autho- 
rity*; dnd the bilhop excommunicated him with the 
principal mihifters of his violences. Trouble and 
confufion now univerfally prevailed -, and things, 
at laft, came to fuch apafs, that there was no know- 
ing a friend fiom all enemy. The lieutenant ge- 
neral having been one day advertifed, that a refo- 
lution had been takej:i in the bifliop*s council to pu^ 
him under arreft, he immediately laid hands upon 
all thofe he moft fulpefted, beginning with the bi- 
shop's fte ^ard, Don Alphonfo de Segovia y and then 
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took Shipping to return to the iflands of St Ga- 

On his arrival at the place where he had left . his 
letter, he detached a brigantine to examine, if any . 
Ihip appearied in the bay j and, being informed there 
did not, left more letters* in feveral places and em » 
barktd again. He had brought with him the bi- . 
ihop's fteward ; and took it into his head to fend 
him to Tucuman ; but thofe he ordered to con-, 
duft him there, unable to penetrate into that pro-- 
vince, of which the inhabitants of Paraguay as yet 
knew very little befides the name, brought him 
back again. Caceres, at laft, after an abfence of 
four months, arrived at the Aflumption, where he 
found the fire of diflention at a greater height, thaa 
ever ; . nor did his prefence extinguifh it. Be- 
ing given to underftand that his life was in danger, 
he confined all thofe whom he happened to fu^ed 
ofanydefigns upon it. He even gave orders to 
ftrangle in prifon, a gentleman from Seville, cal- 
led Pedro de Efquivel, and fix his head upon thcj 
gallows; then publifhed, by found of trumpet, or- 
ders not ' to hold any correfpondence with the bi- 
fliop, under the feivercft penalties ; and being in- 
formed that his king's lieutenant, Don Martin Sua^ 
rez de Toledo, had feen . the prelate in private, he 
immediately ftript him of all his employments. 

Upon this, the principal inhabitants of the 
^' city, not thinking their lives and liberties 
any longer, in fafety, retired to the country, and 
the biihop fhut himfelf up in the houfe of the fa- 
thers of mercy, where he was not long permitted 
to remain quiet. The lieutenant general himfelf 
was very far from being at hiscafe. His fears made 
him ftartle at every fhadow, and he never appeared 
without a guard of fifty foldiers, which he befides . 
ofticn changed. The bifhop, at laft, loft patience j 
?rvd, one day, as the lieutenant general was enter- 
ing 
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ing the cathedral to hear mafs, ordered him to be 
feized, and imprifoned under a ftrong guard ; and 
even bolted and chained. His confinement lafted - 
a whole year, at the end of whigh, the bifhop him-^ ' 
jfelf conducted him to Spain j God thus permitting^ 
that he fliould be treated in the fame manner, it\ 
which, his father, if not himfelf, had treated the 
virtupus Don Alvarez Nuqez de Vera Cabeca de 
Vaca. How this tranfaftion was relifhed at court, 
I have not been able to difcover. But i% is cer- . 
tain, neither the lieutenant general, nor the pre- 
late, ever returned to Paraguay, 

As foon as thefe two champions were 
^^ ''^ embarked, Don Margin 5yarez de Tole- 
do took upon him to exercife, not only without the 
confent, but even Jigainft the will, of the council, 
the funftions of the charge, of which the lieytenant 
general had fo lately ftripthimi Sometime after, 
on the laft d^yof September 1735, Juai^ dc G^n 
ray, a Bifcayen gentleman, founded the city of, 
' Santafe, about ten leagyes higher than the place^ 
where Rio S^ladpy coming frpni Tucuman, falls 
into Rio de la Plata 3, and, fome years afK?> another 
was founded, under %\)^ name of Xeres, in the lati- 
tude of twelve degrees, and thirty leagues to the 
call of the Paraguay ; but by whom, and upon what 
occafion, is not; mentioned. 

To return to the founder of Santafe, after he 
had brought his tgwn fo iome form, he refolved to 
gain fome knowledge of the neighbourhood, ef- 
pecially to the weft, where he wifhed to be abile to 
extend his diftrift beyond the river. Having cau- 
fed a bark and fome pirogues to be built for this 
purpofe, he embarked on board them with fifty fol- 
diers, and entered Rip Salado, on the banks of 
which he was every \yhere pretty well received by 
the Indians he met with, till one day, that he foundf 
himfelf furrounded by them in fuch k manner, as 
gave him juftcaufc tofufpedthcirfinceriry. Heha4 
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kixtt put himfclf in a condition not to be furprized * 
by them, wKcn the whole country appeared in a 
Haze. Upon this, he immediately diipatched or- ' 
ders to the mafter of the bark, which he had left 
behind, probably bccaufe fhe drew too much war 
ttr^ to fend one of his ijien to the round top, to fee 
^hd difcover the caufe of fo fudden and geneilal a * 
conflagration ; and the meflenger iipmediately re- * 
turned with word, jthat the country was quite co- * 
vered with armed Indiaps^ matching towards hinj 
li a great rate. 

He im mediately drew ojjt his "handful of men, ' 
and exhorted them not to flinch at the light of this 
rabble, which would not ftand the difcharge of 
their fire arms. The riext n^oment, 9 foldier, whori^ ' 
he had pofted on an eminence, fent to inform him^ 
that he few a man, on horfe back, purfijing a body " 
ofthefe Indians-, and he himfelf foon difcovered fix 
horfemen, driving the fame body towards hinm 
with fuch fury, that the poor wretches, to be more ' 
at liberty, threw away their bows and arrows, cry-. '- 
ing out, to his great furprize^ that they were purr * 
fued by Spaniards, Upon this, he immediately difr ', 
patched an Indian, who was greatly attached to him, ; 
and knew the country well, with a letter to the Spa- : 
niards, with whom he foon returned. The ac- * 
count they give of themfelvcs was, that they were 
under tke orders of Don Jerom Lewis de Cabrera, 
governor of . Tucunrian, who, having founded a • 
town in this jprovince, on the laft day of Septem- 
ber 157^, by the name of New Cordova, had fent ^ 
them to reconnoitre the country ; and that this ex- 
pedition was the caufe of that alarm, which he had 
perceived amongft the inhabitants of it. 

They then took leave of him, in order to rejoin '^ 
their general ; andGaray returned to Santafe. The 
governor of Tucuman, on the arrival of his party^ , 
ient Onufro de A guilar, to declare to Garay, that ' 
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Santafe belonged to his government, and to ium-^ 
nion him to acknowledge him for his governor 
and captain general. Aguilar^ executed his com- 
naiffion with the forms required by law, not only 
in regard to Garay himfelf, but likewife the inha^ 
iMtants of his new town. To this fummons they 
anfwered, that Santafe,"" having been founded by 
orders of him who commanded at the Aflumption, 
and of the council of the province of Rio de la - 
Plata, it was before them, of courfe, that the go- 
vernor of Tucuman ftiould lay his pretenfions. In 
the mean time, three canoes full of Indians arrived 
at Santafe, and delivered Garay a letter, from the 
Adelantade Don John Ortiz de Zarate, dated at 
Port St. Gabriel. 

In this letter, Don John, who, on his arrival at 
tBc mouth of Rio de la Plata, had been informed 
of the foundation of Santafe, appointed Garay his 
king's lieutenant ; and, in quality of Adelantade, 
chief juilice of Santafe ; acquainting him, at the 
fame time, that he was in great want of provifions, 
and a reinforcement of men to awe the Charuas, 
who prevented his fending for ^ny to the continent* 
He, likewife, enclofed him copies of his own commif- 
fions, and fome royal cedules, which contained 
Kttlc more than a confirmation of them. Aguilar, 
who had not as yet left Santafe, having nothing to 
reply when fliewed thefe conimiffions^ immediate- 
ly fet out for Cordova. 

As yet we have had no occafion to fpeak of Tu- 
cuman, in the courfe of this hiftory •, but it is im- 
ppflible to proceed any further, without taking no- 
tice of the tranfadtions in that province, and even 
Chaco, which divides it, in many places, from what 
was then called the province of Rio de la Plata, hi- 
therto the fole objedt of our attention. To prove 
this neceflity the better, and render more intelligi- 
ble what I have to fay of thefe two provinces* I 

think. 
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think it will be prope^- ,tOi begin by making 
the reader well acquainted with their extent ; their 
fituation ; their original inhabitants ; in what man* 
ner the Spaniards iettled in the firfl ; and all dia 
other moft remarkable particulars of both. 
TircuMAN is bounded, to the eaft, byChaco, taken 
in the extent given it by father Locaoo, a jefiiii^ 
the only hiftorian, who has given us any account of 
it ; to the weft by the province of Cuj^Oy depen- 
dant upon Chili, and by the mountains of Peru; 
to the north and north-weft, by the province of las 
Charcas; to the north-eaft, by that of Santa Cruz' 
de la Sierra ; and is, all, contained between the 
twenty third and twenty fecond degrees of fouth 
latitude. There is one thing very remark- 
able in this province, and that is, the nearer 
you approach the tropic,^ the colder it is. This 
is owing to fcveral chains of mountains, fome <rf 
them exceedingly high, that lie near its northern ex- 
tremity. Its figure pretty much refembles that oi 
a cone, with its vertex under the tropic. The bafc 
may meafure about fixty leagues from eafl: to weft. 
Its name ' is that of the firft nation, met bythbfe 
who entered it on the fide of Peru. * 

Most of the northern nations live in marlh- 
cs, where their chief food confifts of filh. The 
fouthem nations are perpetually roving from 
place to place, in an extenfive country, where they 
fubfift by hunting and fowling. It is reported, 
that human Ikeletons have been. found there niore 
than twenty foot long ; but this is not the only fa- 
ble, that has, gained credit, concerning thefe remote 
quianers of South-America. The fame ftature has 
been attributed to fome people in the neighbour-^ 
hood of the ftreights of Magellan, known, in a 
great many relations, by the name of Pata- 
lonians. We fliall find in the courfe of this hiftory, 
that all their wonders have been advanced with- 
out 
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out almoft any foundation. In the heart- of TO*- 
cuman, the men are, in general, of a lower ftature^ 
and more ftupid, than thofe, whom the firft adven*- 
ittrers found in the vallies of the Cordilliere of 
"Peru, and equally, lavage and indoknt< Ther^ 
arc fomc nations,who ufe no other (helttr, but grot- 
toes they make themlclves under ground, whert 
•the day light very feldom' penetrates. Thofe next 
to Peru and the province of las Gharcas, are not 
qiite {6 deftitutc, as the rt&y of the conveniences of 
life ; they live in towns.- Som,« have copper 
and filver, which they receive from the province 
of las Charcas, in which Potofi is fituated ^ but 
tKcy feem t6 fct very little value upon thefe me 
ials. 

. TheRiB are^ in Tucuman, flieep abounhe fize of 
a fmail camel, but very ftrong loihed, for which 
reafon they make ufe o/ them for carrying bur- 
thens. Tlieir wool is fo^extremely fii^, that, whei> 
made into rfufFs, it can icarce be difcerned from 
filk. Lions and tygers are pretty common here.- 
The firft are fmall, and not much to be feared j 
but the fccjond are larger and fiercer than thofe of 
any other country. 1 have already tak^n notice 
of the fame difference between thefe two Ipecies of 
animals, in fpeaking of the countries watered by 
the Paraguay and Rio de la Plata ; and it may be 
faid to hold good of all this part of the eontinene 
of South-America. The Indians get the tygers 
out of the woods, by fetting fire to them ; and 
then kill them,, in great numbers, with theirarrows^ 
at which they have a vory good aim ; but, then-' 
they muft be extremely wary and nimble to hindci? 
the tygers from being before hand with them;. 

Th£ principal rivers of Tucuman are thofe moft 
commonly called Rio Salado^ and Rio Dolce. Next 
to tl^fe the moft confiderable is Rio Tercero^y/luch 
I have already taken notice of. But, though 

the 
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the two firft rivers receive fcveral fmall ones, it is 
but here and there they have^ in the dry fci- 
tonsy water enough to carry pirogues, Borh 
h^ve their fources in the mountains of Peru, and 
very often change their names. Rio Salado falls 
into Rio de la Plata 5 and Rio Dolce lofes itfelf in 
feme lakes, called Pavangos. There are feveral 
others, which fteal into the bofom of the earth, in 
the fame manner they iffue from it. Moft of them 
even run fo fhort a way, and have fo little water^ 
that no names have been given them, atleaftin 
maps. Almoft all of them change the names 
given them by the inhabitants, at every town they 
pals through. The forefts are full of fprings, and 
at dlmoft every ftep are to be found little lakes and 
marihes, which neyer dry. So much water 
muft contribute greatly to refrefh and fertilize the 
land. Accordmgly, though it never rains in Tu- 
cuman during fix months of the year, the earthy 
kept moift by the inundations naturally produced 
by the almoft conftant rains during the other fix 
months, yield, with due cultivation, feveral forts of 
grain pulfe and efciilent roots. 

TucuMAN was pretty well inhabited, when the 
Spaniards entered Peru. The nations nearelt 
that empire had fubmitted to the Incas* Others 
were governed by Caciques, who acknowledged 
no fuperior* Thcfe, who roved about from place 
to place, were feparated into families, which ac- 
knowledged no mafcers but their feveral heads. 
The forefts between Rio Dolce and Rio Salado 
abound with honey and wax. Cotfon, carouge, 
cochenil, and paftel, are to be met with in many 
places. The carouge lails the whole year, and 
fome nations make their ordinary food of it. For- 
merly, the principal riches of this country confift* 
ed in cotton clothes, which paffed current for 
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money among the - inhabitants^ and were lent, ih 
great quantities, to Potofi. 

They likcwife fed great quantities of large apd 
finall cattle.- The Spaniards, who firfl: penetrated 
into this province, had turned loofe, into the plains 
and defarts, horfes and oXen, which they had 
-brought with them from Peru. Thefe animals 
-multiplied to a prodigious degree ; fo that the new 
matters of the country, freed from the care of 
breeding or feeding them, and having nothing t6 
do but hunt them down, lived for fome time pret- 
ty much at their eafc. But, too little pleafed with 
this happy mediocrity, they defpifed it to look 
out for gold ; and, too idle to fupply the place oi 
it by labour, for their enquiries produced but 
very little, they threw the whole weight of* 
providing for their fubfiftence upon the poor In- 
dians, and thereby made of them irreconcilable 
enemies, who have often ravaged not only theif 
feparate habitations, but even their towns ; fo that 
Tucuman, though fo near Potofi and Peru, is one 
of the pooreft colonies the Spaniards have in the * 
new world. 

The weather is fo exceflively cold^ in fome parts 
of Tucuman, during the winter, that it is not an 
uncommon thing to find animals, that have perilh- 
ed by it. Not only it never rains, but ' there 
feldom appears fo much as a cloud, in that feafom 
Spring is ufliered in by fuch heavy fhowers, * that, 
in towns, the ftreets refemble fo many/ rivers j 
and, in the open country, the waters, tanited in the 
bottoms, form very large lakes. Thefe fhowera 
are accompanied with thunder and lightening, and 
hail , often as large as a hen's egg. Summer, too, 
has its inconveniences. The heat then produces 
fiich prodigious quantities of bugs, that the in- 
habitants have no way co avoid them but by 
flecping in the open air in theii; gardens. Nor is 

that 
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trlat alone quite fufEcient. Yet, the air of Tu- 
tuman is faicT to be prfetty wholfomc. Nu- 
J3o dc Chaves feems to have the beft title 
to the honour of havihg difcovered this pro- 
vince, though fbme Spaniards had eroded it' as 
fer as the Rio de la Plata ; for, be penetrated more 
than once into it, and gave an account of mahy 
things relating to the northern parts of it not be- 
fore taken notice pf. 

Be that as it will, Tiictimah waS hot fettled till 
the yeat- 1542, when Vaca de Caftro, viceroy of 
Peru, after 'defeating the young Almagro, dif- 
tributedj amohg his captains^ the governments, his 
viftoty had enabled him to confer ; and gratifying 
with that of Tucumah, though not as yet con- 
qiicredi Don Diego de Rojas ;. who had diftin- 
guiflied himfelf by his fidelity and valour duri^i 
the civil wars; Rojas entered his province wit) 
three hundred men^ and furveyed^part of it •, but^ 
after meeting with a pretty good reception from 
feveral natiohSj was, the year following, wounded 
by a poifonM arrow, in a fkirmifh with fome 
bthers; and died pf the wound, having' refufed the 
afiUtahce of an Indian woman, who promifed to 
cure him* 

Upon thisj Guttierez whom the viceroy of 
Peru had named his king's lieutenant, thought to 
aifume the command of the army ; but, as he had 
ibme mifunderftahding with Don Diego de Rojas, 
the officers^ arid even the foldiers, refufed to obey 
him, and chofe Don Francifco de Mendoza, who . 
had accompahied Guttierez, as his friend, for their 
general. Guttierez, however, infilling on his right, 
Mendoza made the troops cpnfent to his fharing 
the command with him. They then made fome 
cxcurfions together 5 but foori ,bfegah to quarrel. 
Upon this, Mendoza put Guttierez under arreft, 
and fent him with fix of his adherents, under a 
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guaxd of thirty horfemen to Peru. He then re- 
quired aft oath of fidelity from the army. This 
the caiiip-mafter Nicholas de Heredia oppofed^ 
as Guttierez had fiot as yet received a commifliori 
from the viceroy of Peru ; but, being the only 
perlbri of this fentiment, he was foon obliged to 
Iwear like the reft. 

In the mean time, Mendoza did Aothing bu^ 
ramble up and down the country, and made no 
cftablifhment in anyplace.. At "length, the pre- 
fident de la Gafta, in 1549, appointed Don Juan 
Nunes de Prado goveriior of Tucuman i gave hini 
troops to keep the Indians in awe ; ahd families to 
people the country ; charged Hini to take, along^ 
with him, priefts both regular and fecular j and 
gave him inftruftions iri the fame ftrain with thofe 
he had already given to Don Diego Centeno, for 
the province of Rio de la Plata. The fathers 
Alphonfo Trueiio, and Gafpaf de CafaVaia, of 
the order of the Merci, fet out with him, and 
were the firft to publifti the gofpel in Tuctiman. 
But their miffion would have been much more 
fuccefsful, had Prado lived longer, or his fuccef- 
fors followed the inftruftions he had received, withi 
equal exaftnefs. 

The governor, tp fecure an eafy paflage into 
his province, founded, in the valley of Calchaqui^ 
in the latitude of twenty four degrees and thirty mi- 
nutes, a town, which he called Saint MichaeL 
But it fubfifted but for a (hort time ; for we are 
jiot to confound it with another town of the lame 
name, which we Ihall hereafter have occafion to 
mention. From, the valley of Calchaqui the 
governor, entered upon the plains, and caufed 
crofles to be erefted in fome places, and confti- 
tuted them fo many afylums, which wrought in 
the Indians fo great a relpeft for this fign of our 
falvation, that they planted crofies, like them, in all 

their ' 
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tlieir towns. Some time after this, Don Francis 
de Vilagras, who was marching, at the head pf 
fome troops, from Peni into Chili, having taken 
his rout by Tucumah, encroached upon Prado's 
authorityi pretending that this province depended 
upon Chili. Prado took up arms to fupport his 
right; but had the misfortune to be beat and 
made prjfoner. Vilagras, however, fatisfied with 
having humbled his adverfaryi fet him free, on 
condition^ that he would acknowledge the gover- 
rior of Chili for his fuperior. 
. Pr Ado furvived this difgrace but a fhort time. 
Soon after his death^ Don Pedro de Valdivia, 
conqueror and governor of Chili, feht Don Fran- 
cifco d'Aguirre to Tilcuman,^ to command there ai 
his lieutenant general. D'Aguirre foon became ^ 
governor; founded, in 1 562 j the town of Santiago, 
in the latitude of twenty-eight degrees, in a very 
hot climate, and a fandy but well watered fpot, 
on the banks of Rio Dolce, which forms, in this 
place, a kind of lake or rather pond, from whence 
the town has obtained the name of Santiago de ' 
rEJlero. Two years aftet* this, according to the 
moft common opinion, the town of St. Michael 
was transferred twenty leagues north-weft of San- 
tiago tp a .moft delightful fpot, in a very fertile 
country, on a little river, that falls into Rio Dolce^ 
pretty near the higheft mountain of the frontier, 
called ^ebrada de Calchaquu , 

In 1567, Don Diego de Heredia, whom father 
Locano, in his deicription of Chaco, ftigmatizes - 
as the ufurppr of the government of Tucuman, 
built, on the banks of Rio Salado, a town, which 
he called our lady of Falavera of Madrid^ but which 
is better known under the name of EJiecoy being 
that of the place where it ftood; for now it no 
longer fubfifts. • 
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In 1582, the licentiate, Don Hernando de Lei;> 
ma, governor of this province, founded, in the; 
valley of Salta, a town under the name of SafF 
Philippe de Lerma^ in the latitude of about twenty 
four degrees and fifteen minutes -, but it has been? 
almoft always known by thq name of Salta. 
This t^wn is charmingly fituatcd in a valley^ 
furroiinded with mountains at a pretty good- 
diftance,* from whence iffue feveral rivulets, whicfc 
fender it extremely fertile, and enable it to feed- 
cattle enough for its own confum^ption,^ and that 
"of the. Beighboi*ring provinces. A little before* 
this period, the Spaniards founded, fifteen leagues 
morfe to the north, another town, under the name? 
of San Salvad^ de Jujw^y which, after being twice 
cleftroyed by the Indians of Chaco, was rebuilt^ 
for the third time, in 1593:- Thefc three laft 
tQwns were built by way of barrier to Tucuman,? 
againft the Indians of Chaco,; who have never 
ceafed annoying them, and have feveral times 
ruined all the fnialler fettlements in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

It appearing equally proper to fortify this pro- 
^nvict to the fouth in the year 1558, Donr 
Juan Gomez de Zurita, its governor, found- 
ed, on the road from Santiago to Chili, a fortrefs^ 
to which he gave the name of Canette, and which 
was fince, whea erefted into acity, called New 
London^ in honour of Mary queen of England^ 
confort of Philip the II, king of Spain. , But 
there remains nothing of it at prefenti 

CoRDUBA or Cordova, at prefent the moft cbnfi^ 
derable place in Twruman, and* the fee of the 
bifhop of that province, is fituated in the heart of 
the country, almoft mid-way between iS^»/^z/^ and 
Saint John de la Frontera, which depends upon Chi- 
li. Corduba has no river, but only a.littie ftream, 

which^ 
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which* iafter a very ihort courie, is loft an a lake. 
It, however, fupplies the town with great plenty of 
£ih y and diere is, befides, abundance of oth^r game 
in the neighbourhood* Q>rduba has all the ad^- 
vantages a great town can wiih for ; fertile fields, 
.and agreeable hills planted by the Spaniards wick 
vines, which yield a great deal of wine. It is, ia 
ftort, as it were, the centre of the trade and com- 
munication between Buenos Ayres, Chili, and the 
province of las Charcas. The jefoit? have a great 
college here; an univerlity of fome reputation •, a 
novicelhip :; and a feminary for young noblemen, 
called Montferrat. It is, perhaps, the only place 
In this province, which deferves the name of a city, 
and has the appearance of one. 

Father GaetanX^tenio, a modeheze jeiliit, who 
fd out for Paraguay in 1728,. and finilhed his 
courfe there in a mort time, defcribes it, in one of 
his letters, which the late fignor Muratori annexed 
Co his laft work, intitled, // Chrifiii^efimo felice nelk 
Miffioni de Padri della Con$pagnia de Jefu^ nel Para^ 
^i^y that of liioja^ of which we fh^ fpeak pre-^ 
fcntly, and where the jefuits.have a college, as 
compofed of feveral hamlets, feperated by fields 
covered with trees, bulhes and briars ; fo that, on 
fiis arrival there, he was pretty much firrprized to 
find himfelf in the middle of the town, and pretty 
near his college, at a time he thought hirpfelf 
A great wscy from it. All the towns, how- 
ever, are not equally country like. Some of them 
*re iurrounded with a pallifade, at leaft-, though 
few of them are better built. In this refped, how^ 
ever, and that of populoufnefs, they are equal to 
moft of the towns of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata, 
^e capitals excepted.* ' 

Don Juan Gomez Zurita was the firft to give 
a regular form to this province. He made war 
fucccj[sf\|lly againft the Indians, and fpread. fo far 
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the terror of the fpanifli arms, that, on taking, ik 
1558, the numbers of thofe whom he had fubjefted 
by force or by fair means, he found, in the pror- 

. . vince of Santiago alone, no lefs than eighty thour . 
/and, who paid tribute to his catholip tnajefty. But 
Zurita, notwithftanding this fuccefs, incurred the 
dilpleafure of the governor of Chili, who, in 1561^ 
fent Don Gregorio Caftanenda there to command 
in: his fltcad. ' Zurita refufed to give up his poft ; 
but he defended it ill, was disfeated, and fent pri- 
.ibner to Peru. The province, however, did not 
thrive the better for this revolution, elpecially 
after Caftanenda denlolifhed the town, called 
New London. In 1563, therefore, it was found 
neceffary to fend back there Don Francifcp 
d' Aguifre, who fucceeded pretty well in putting 
things upon the old footing. But he was not alx 
lowed time to enjoy the fruits of his labours ; for 
he was foon after called back to Peru, when Tu- 
cuman, it fcems, was declared immediately fubjeft 

. to the viceroys of Peru, and within the jurifdiftion 
of the royal audience of las Charcas. 

TucuMAN, as I have already faid, is feparated 

^ from Paraguay and Rio de la Plata, which for 
many years made but one province, by the country 
called Chaco, which, though not as yet reduced, 
is fo connedjcd with the objeft of this hiftory, 
that I cannot but give fome account of it. I 
have already obferved, that Father Locano gives 
this province an extent, which confines, on the 
Weft, thofe of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata to the 
great river known by thefe two names ; but this, 
however, without pretending to abridge the rights 
pr thefe two provinces, or of Tucuman, and las 
Charcas, on the fide of which he does not pretend to 
affign it any bounds. Indeed, the governors 
themfclves of Tucuman and las Charcas cannot 
^jSign it any, on account of the perpetual nc- 
^ / * necefc' 
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jieJiity they are under of reprefling the hoftilitics 
of the inhabitants of Chaco. 
• Be that as it will, I fliall now Gommunicatc to 
rfie reader, what the hiftorian, whom I have juft 
cited, tells us 6f this extenfive country. The name 
.ei Chaco feems to be of a new date ; for »there' is no 
mention made of it by this name in the life of St. 
Solano, of the order of St. Francis, who publifhed 
the golpel in every part of this country. But; in the 
Quitchoane language, which is the original lan-p 
guage of Peru, they call Chacu^ thofe great flocks of 
deer goats and fuch^ other wild animals, which ' 
^he inhabitants of this part of America drive 
together when they hunt them ; and this name 
was given to the country we fpeak of, becaufe, 
at the time Francis Pizarro made himfelf mafter 
of a great part of the Peruvian empire, a great 
number of its inhabitants took refuge there. Of 
Cbaoij which the Spaniards pronounce Chacoii, 
cuftom has made Cbaco. It appears, that, at firft, 
they comprehended nothing under this name, but 
the country lying between the mountains of the 
Cordiiliere, the Pilco Mayo, and the Red RiVer ; 
and that they extended it, in procefs of time, in 
proportion as other nations joined the Peruvians, 
who had taken refuge there to defend, their liber- 
ties againft the Spaniard5. > 

All thofe, who fpeak of Chaco, agree in re- 
prefenting it as one of the fineft countries in the 
world ; but this is exadtly true m regard to that 
diftrift aloney which the Peruvians firfl: occupied. 
A chain of mountains, which begins within fight of 
Corduba, and, after a turn from South to North, 
extends to the new town of Santa Gruz de la Sierra, 
forms, on that fide, fo ftrong a barker, elpecially 
in what they call the Cordiiliere of the Chiriguanes^ 
as to render it inacceflible in all thefe places. Se- 
feral of thefe mountains are fo very high, that the 
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vapours of the earth nev^r reach their fummits j bu| 
the winds here , are fo impetuous, thfit they oftei\ 
early oflf the trayell^^rs from their horfes. The fight 
of the precipices^ by which they are ieparatedj^ 
would alone be fufficient to turn the brain of the 
xnofl refolute traveller, if the thick clouds hapg^ig(. 
on their fides did not intercept the profp^d. 

We can fcarce doubt, that thcfc mountains, 
which are one of the branches of the great Cordil- 
lierc, contain feveral n^ines, Ne^y fome have becii 
lately difcovercd ; but wp arc not told what they 
contain. It is, however, a conftant tradition ti> ' 
Peru, that the Cbicas and the Or^pnes^ who fofr 
mcrly inhabited thefe very mountains, and of 
whom feyeral ' took refuge in Cha^co, ?uid ii^ 
the iflapd ia the middle of the lake of the 
Xaraye^, as I have already faid, v!fe4to bring bot^ 
gold and filyer to Cufco, the capital of Peru, be- 
fore the arrival of the Spaniards in that . empire, 
There, likewife, iflue from thefe mountains loma 
rivers, whofe waters are, ip general, vpry wholfomc, 
and contribute greatly to fertilize the province ^ 
i)ot to fpcak of thpfe, which (low northwards ; 
asf for example, the Guapay and the Pirapifi^ whicl\ 
fall into the Mamore^ and with the Mamore, as I 
have before taken notice, into the Manon. , The 
mofl: confiderabie of thofe, which traverfe Chaco, 
are the Vilco Mayo^ Rio Salado^ and Rsq Vermejo. 

The Pilco Mayo is the largeft river of Chaco, 
and, wpuld, alone, be fufBcicnt to enrich this pro- 
vince, if it was navigable at all feafons -, but, in 
fome places, it has too little water •, and too much^ 
in fome others. It iffues from the mountains, whiclj 
feparate Potofifrom Peru -, and it is, affirmed, 'th^t 
a little river called Tarapaya^ which, after watering 
Potofi, falls into the Pilco Mayo, pretty near it^ 
fource, carries into it a confiderabie quantity of 
filver, which it is jmpoffiblc to faypji bccaufc itunks 
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into the mud.. Son\e miners, it is faid, have calgu^ 
kted, that the filver thus loft in the fifty fii^ 
years, from the year 1545, ta 1601, amounted to 
ho lefs than forty millions, It is added, that there 
baffes fo ipuch quickfitvpr, by thp famf channel^ 
into the Pilco Mayo, that for feyeral leagues toge- 
ther no fifh can live in it. The Pilco M^yo, on iti 
Jeaving the Plains af Manjo^ which it traycrfes, di^ 
vides into t^o branches, navigable for pretty larg? 
boats. The moft northerly of thcfe branches is d- 
moft fait, and a great d?al of f^lt petre is found on 
its banks. There is no filh found in the Pilco 
Mayo, till it has reached Chapo ; ^henit, Ukewife^ 
begms to abound with alligatc^s. 

The two branches of mis river fall into the Pa* 
raguay ; one of them, a little ^bove the Paraguay's 
confluence with the Parana ; and the other, a little 
above the Affumption, which by that means comes 
p bein an ifland, whofe mean l3Feadth is fiye leagues | 
and length, fourfcore. This ifland is pretty low, 
^H, confequently very marfliy, to a certain diC 
unce from the reparation of the two branches. In 
the rainy feafon the two branches arp confounded 5 
for they then fwell to jfuch a degree, that they meet 
not only each other, but even Rio Vermejo. In the 
traft of land fubjeft to th?fe inundations, there are 
fevcral lakes, which nevf r dry up, Garcilaffo de 
ia Vega tells us, that the name ot Pilco Mayo, or 
Pilco, Mayu^ fignifies, in th<: Quitcoane language. 
River of Sparrows ; and that the Aragnay^ the moft 
northerly of its two branches, fignifies, in the Gua- 
rani language, Bivtr. of underftanding^ becaufe it 
requires a great deal of precaution in thofe who 
navigate it, not to lofe the niiain ftream, and get 
into the lake, which communicates with it,* and 
forms a kind of labyrinth, from which they would 
fiftd it a very difficult matter to extricati^ thamfelves. 
^ Riq 
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Rio Salado enters Chaco under the name of 
River ofpajfage ; and is, on its entrance, {o rapid, 
as to render the navigation of it very dangerous. 
On its arrival at the place, where the town of Efteco 
formerly flood, it changes its firft name into thaij 
of Ria de Valbuena ; and from its fource to this 
place, which is about forty leagues, its waters are 
tinged of a blood colour, which difappears by de- 
crees, as it receives the waters of other rivers. This 
colour is attributed to the foil of the valley of Cal- 
chaqui, ^nto which this river flows from its fpring^ 
It is not called fait river, till ^ts arrival in the lati- 
tude of Santiago : but authors aflign no reafons 
for giving it this name. In fine, it takes a turn to 
tTie Eaft, before it falls into Rio de la Plata -, and 
joining a little river, called Saladillo^ forms an ifland' 
pretty much in the ftiape of a bow, of which Rio de 
la Plata is the ftring. This bow is called Rio ,de 
Coronda. 

Rto Vermejo crofTes Chaco from North-Eafl: to 
South- Weft •, and, as well as Ria Salado, very often 
changes its name. I have not been able to difcover 
"Why it is called Rio Vermejo 5 ^ name, to whicli 
Rio Solado feems to have a better title. Rio Ver- 
mejo falls into Rip de la Plata under the name of 
IRib Grande, Its ftream is fo gentle, that one may^ 
in a manner, as eafily afcehd, as defcend> it •, elpeci- 
ally with the fmall fouthern breezes, which begin tQ 
blow here every morning at nine o'clock, and refrefh 
the air greatly. Its waters, befides being full of fifh^ 
are deem.ed very falutary. They are fovereign, it is- 
aflured, againft the gravel, the ftone, all urinary 
complaints, the cholic, the gout, the dropfy, and in- 
digeftions. Moft of thefe virtues arefaidto be owing 
to an herb, very common on its banks, called, by 
the Spaniards TVr/y^? de Urina, It is, moreover, affirm- 
ed, that thofcj who make their conftant drink of 

' then^ 
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jfliem, live to extreme old age, without fickhefs or 
wrinkles. ^ 

Wi^ muft, probably, make feme allowance for 
thcfe commendations •, but it is a conftant tradi- 
tion among thi6 Spaniards, that, of all the foldicrs^ 
who were employed under Don Martin Ledefma 
Valderanna, 'governor of Tucuman, from 1628 
to 1635, in building the town oiSanttdgo de Gua^ 
dalcazarj not one died, or was even indifpofed; 
though the turning up of the earth was alone fufficient 
to caufe a ficknefs among them. It is, befides, faid, 
that Don Efteyan de Urizar, who, in 1 7 1 o ajid 1711, 
entered Chaco with fome troops, as we Ihall 
fee hereafter, and there, for a long time, rnarched' 
along the banks of the red river, which at that fide 
of the country is call Rio Grande^ had no fooner 
madeufe of its waters, though he arrived there in a. 
very bad ftate of health, than he got the 
better of all his complaints -, and felt no return of 
them during the two campaigns he made there, 
though he never fyared himfelf in the leaft. It is 
in a lake formed by this river, under the name of 
Rio Grandcy that the pearls were found, which I 
mentioned in the firft book of this hiftory. 

Most of the other rivers of Ghaco are, likewife, 
remarkable on one account or another. There is 
one, for infbince, whofe waters are green ; and it 
is, accordingly, called Rio Verde. It is impoffible to 
tell whence they derive this colour, which does not 
hinder them from being very wholfome ancj even 
palatable. This river falls into the Paraguay, a- 
Dout fixty leagues above the Affumptibn. The' 
Spaniards had built on its banks a town, called 
Nueva Rioja j but it fubfifted a very fhort t^me. 
Another river of Chaco, called Guayru, which def. 
cends from the Chiriguan Cordilliere, and has its 
cburfe between the Pilco Mayo and Rio Vermejo, 
ihough I cannot find it in the maps, has its waters 
very fait. Some of the.Chapo rivers lofe tl^emfelves 


I«$ THB HISTORY 

in the bofom of the earth, like thofe of Tuc^ 
man, which I have already mentioaed. 

There ifliies. ib great a nymber of them from 
the CordUliere^ that, on the thawing of the foow , 
with which thefe mountains are covered, and. the , 
falling of the heavy rains, both which happen 
^t' one fcafon, they overflow to fuch a degree, 
9S to ni^ke par^tof Chaco look like a vafl fea^ which 
is fucceeded by a great number of lakes, that never 
4ry up, and are well ftocked with fifh. Thefe m,* 
^datioj^ arc fo confiderablc, efpccially near the 
iiiQi;ith$ of the rivers which fall into the Fara^ 
£U9iy and Rio de la Plata, axid often fo fudd^n, that 
*he inhabitants are obliged to take to their pirogxies, 
or climb up trees, and remain there till the wa^ 
^rs fall, or they can find fom^ other method of 
providing for their fafety* 

3uT thefe inconveniences ar« fofficiently com* 
penfated by the advantages flowing from the ian*e 
lource ; for the waters are fcarce retired, when th<5 
plains they covered appear like fo many granci 
parterres, which, viewed frorn the neighbouring 
ifiountains, form a profpcft, that nothing, perhaps^ 
in nature can compart with. What woxild ^t ha 
then, if this fine country was inhabited by induC- 
trious people, well (killed in the methods of cor» 
rcAing the difad vantages it labours unde^ itficj 
iiaking the mofl: of the advantages providence haa 
beftowed upon it? The prelent inhabitants of Chaco 
think th^y have done enough, when, after the in-, 
undadons we have been fpeaking of, they ftir tlie 
earth a little. No doubt, even without this flight: 
labour, it furniflies them with refources for their 
fubfiftenc6. The befl: fruits grow here in abun^ 
dance ; &nd fifliing and hunting would, alone, ba 
fufficient to fupport great numbers.' 

Part of this province is overgrown with vaflfc 
foriefts, infomeofwhicl^there is no water to be 

foufid^ 
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iound, but ill the hollows of the tree^, which form^ 
as it were, fo many irefetvoirs of a very tranfpaff* 
rent and potable water. Naturally, the heats her^ 
fliould be exceffively intenfe-, efpecially as the 
air is, in itfelf, both warm and dry j but a foUtl^ 
wind, which blows regularly every day; »temper* 
them greatly. In the louthern diftridt, the weather 
is fometintes very cold and nipping. Trees of the- 
fame kind withthofe of Europe are pretty fcarctf 
here j but there ju-e others no wdy inferior to the 
beft We qaaboaft of. 

On the banks of a Kttle river, called Sinta^ 
there are cedars furpafling, in height, the talleft wft 
know of ;. and,, near the ancient city of Gualdalcaa&ar^ 
Which fubfifted but a ihort time, there are whole 
forefts of them, whofe trunks mealure above three 
fathoms^ in circumference. The ^inaquina is very 
common here. It is a large tree, whoie wood i* 
red, fweet fcented, and yields an odoriferous rofin.' 
The fruit is a bean, larger than thofe of other treea^ 
of the Tame fpecies, very hard, and medicinal. 
Th^re are whole forefts of palm trees, from .eight* 
to twelve leagues in extent. Thofe, which gc6W 
on the Pilco Mayo, are as tall as the talleft cedars^*. 
The pith oi heart of this tree, dreffed with mar* 
row, eats very well. The Rival is a tree 
armed all over with pretty large and very hard 
thorns. The leaves of it chewed are deemed io^ 
vereign in all coTiiplaints of the eyes. Its fruit 
is fwieet and agreeable. There are two fpecies of- 
G(yoe. The moft efteemed is that called by the 
Spaniards P^a/c^ iS^/i/^. 

Thb mimber ^ fimpdes found in Chaco is, in 
a naanrierj infimte; ami father Locario ferupjea. 
not to affiirm, that fpecifica have Been difcovered 
among them' for every diforder. Perhaps, we might, ^ 
without any exaggeration, fay the fame thing of all 
the inhabited and habitable countries of the globe; . 

i . for. 
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lor, furely^ there can be no difficulty m believing^ 
that the ) author of nature has granted every cli- 
iriate the fimple and natural remedies, which ic 
ftands in need of. Don't we every where fee ani- 
mals, condufted by mere iriftinft, have recourfe to 
them, in their wants^ and ufe them with more fuc- 
cels, than man himfelf ? And it is the fame thing 
with the Indians ; as if this inftind:, by which 
brutes are fo well governed in all parts of the 
world, came to the affiftancc of men deftitutfc of 
the refources of art ; or, as if neceffity rendered 
them more attentive to ftudy nature, upon which 
art fhould ground all its rules and principles. In 
ihort, they maike in Chaco, hot only bread, but 
very good liquors, with feveral kinds of grain aiid 
other vegetable produdions. But the Indians of- 
ten abufe this bleffing, by making their liquors too 
ftrong, and ufing it too freely,' fi> as to fall into alt 
the excefles, with which druiJkeniieis is generally 
attended. 

The fur of the lions of this country is red and 
very long. Thefe animals art fo very gentle,- or 
rather cowardly, that they fly at the barking of a 
dog, and fufFer thetnfelves to be taken, when they 
have not time to get into a tree. A$ to the tygers^ 
befides the advantage of making the water as well 
as the earth contribute to their fubfiftence, they 

, arc as large, and at leafl: as fierce, as thofe of Tu- 
cuman, but they lofe all their ftrength on being 
wounded in the region of the loins. There are, in 
this province •, fix kinds of gecfe ; all manner of 
tame fowl fit for the table ; black and red goats as 
in Tucuman, and fome white goats on the banks of 

^ the Pilco-Mayo •, boars of two colours, grey and 
black, befides hares, deer, oflriches, and watejf 
solves, the fame as in the. adjacent provinces. 

What' the Spaniards call die gre^t beaft, is the 
^nta or Dania^ of which I have already faid fonie- . 

things 
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ihingj for, by father Locano's account of k, that 
of Chaco differs a little from that of which I have \ 

already given a defcription, from father Montoya.^ , 
This animal, father Locano tells us, has the head 
of a horfe -, the ears of a mule ; and on his fiiout, ^ 
trump, which he ftretches out when threatened i the 
lips of a calf 5 fharp teeth 5 a ftiort tail ; and fleo- 
der feet; the fqre onei cloven in two, the hinder ones 
in three; two ftomachs, one of which lerves hini 
for a ftore houfe, where are fometiroes found pic^ 
ces of rotten wood -, and Bezoar ftones, deemed the 
beft of any that come from America. His fkin, 
which is covered with long brown hair, wheii 
hardened in the fun, and then drefled into bufF^ is ^ 
impenetrable j eyen by mulket balls. As to his flefh^ 
it diflfers in nothing from beef The hoof of the 
left fore foot has the fam^ virtue with that attribu- 
ted to the elke or Orignal of Canada ; and, accord- 
ingly, he makes the fame ufe of it in the fits of the, 
epilepfy, or fome' other fuch diforder, to which he 
is fubjed". We are afTured, in fine, that, when he 
finds himfelf pverftocked with blood, he opens one 
of his veins with the point of a reed -, and that it lA 
from him the Indians have learned the ufe of the 
lame operation. 

The Guanaco^ or Huamco^ known in England^ 
whither two of them were brought from Buenos 
Ayres in the year 1723, by the name of Wanotra^ 
which, it is probable, fome other people of Ame- 
rica give it, is common in Chaco, and yields Be-, 
zoar ftones, that weigh three pounds and a half. 
The Indian, who firft made the Spaniards ac- 
quainted with* this animal, was for his pains, it Is 
iaid, put to death by his countrymen. This ani- 
mal is a kind of ditninutive camel ; he has nothing 
amifs about him but his faliv^ which gives the itch* 
and which he cafls upon his purfuers. The Guanacoca 
arc never feen, but ;n flocks, ynlefs, perhaps, in de- 
fart 
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felt places* When they graze thus together, ohk 
of thcfai always ftands fentry upon an eminence, to 
alarm the reft^ by a kind of neighing^ of the ap- 
proach of the hunters 5 'rtrhen they all fly to places 
nirrourided by precipices ; the females with their 
young ones marching before them. The flefli of the 
Guanaco is Hvhitc ; and though a little dify, tole- 
rably well tafted. 

The othtf animals found ift Chato are the 
ZntillOy which does not appear to ^differ from tht 
ftinking beaft of Canada ; the Capivara^ an am- 
phibious creature fliapcd like a hog, the Indian* 
are' very foiid of its flcfh, as well as that of the 
0//^r, which^is very common in this country, and 
has a very fine fur 5 the Iguana^ which refemble^ 
greatly that of Hifpaniola ; the ^iuinqUinvhon^ which 
is fhaped like a hog, and with his paws and his 
fnout digs himfelf a hole, in the earth of be- 
tween three and four feet diameter, in which hd 
hides ^imfelf On his back, he carries a very hard 
Ihell by way of houfe, into which he occafionally 
folds himfelf J and his belly is armed with fcales^ 
from which there grows very long and Very thick 
hair. It is faid, that the Quinquinchon fome- 
times lies down upon his back to receive the rain 
Water, and remains in this pofture a whole day< 
till fome thirfty deer comes to drink out of his 
flielU when he immediately. feizes her by the lips^ 
and fo keeps her in fpite of all her endeavours^ 
till fhe i^ ftifled •, when he feeds upon her. Some 
Englifhmeii prefented his *britarinic majcfty with 
two of thefe animals, alive, in the year lyi^i 
The defh of the Quinquiftchon has a pretty dif- 
agreeable fcent. 

There is another fpecies of this animal, called 
in Paraguay Tatou^ and ifi Tucuman Mulica^ or 
Bulicay which is, they tell us, when folded up 
within his Ihell, as round as a' ball, with all the 

fcalcs 
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fcales fo curioufly united, that not a fingle feam 
can be difcerned between them. The Tatoii has 
lia hair. His flelh differs in nothing from that of 
a fucking pig. There are, likewife, fome of thefe 
creatures in Brazil, ^nd the ifland of Granada. 
In fine, there is, in the valiies leading to Chaco, a 
ipecies of Iheep, called Uamaezy which one would 
take for little camels, had they any lump on tlleir 
backs. The Indians make ufe of them to carry 
burthens, though their march is fo flow, that it is 
impoflible to make them travel more ''than three 
leagues a day ; and, if once they lie down with 
wearinefs,, they permit themfelves to be killed 
rather than get up again with their burthen. 

SoxME authors have affirmed, that Chaco does 
not produce any venomous aninlals. Yet it is 
certain, that feveral have been found there -, but 
then antidotes are ftill more common. The moft 
fovereign are viper's herb ; and the contrayerva, 
both male and female. Father Locano imagines, 
that the viper's herb is the Trijfago of Diofcorides. 
The other antidotes are the Cohnillo^ de t^ibora^ or the 
^olimon delaTioJfa -, tobacco leaves •, the ftalk and ear 
of Maiz ; the fliank bone of a cow, broiled and ap- 
plied to the wound, from which it falls of itfelf, 
v»'hen it has imbibed all the venom. The efficacy 
of this bone is greatly encreafed by bathing it in 
milk and wine. 

It would be very furprizing, if, in fo fine a 
country, there were no bees. The forefts are all 
{0 full of them, that, in feveral, there is fcarce 
a fingle tree without a colony of thefe precious 
infedls j fo that, though the wafps carry on a 
conftant and cruel war againft them, this pro- 
vince alone could fupply great part of America 
v^lth wax and honey, of a fuperior kind to 
thofc of apy other country we know of. Authors fay 
nothing of the birds of Chaco, which, probably. 
Vol. I. ' O arc 
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aire the fame with thofe in 'the adjacent provinces 
The filence of hiftorians, in regaitl to their nt>tes^ 
leaves room to believe, that here, as well as in 
every other part of the new world,, tnis tribe of the 
animal creation does not charm the ears with its 
mufic, as much as it doeis the eyes by the vivacity 
and variety of its plumaige. 

'f*o judge by the number of the nations m 
Chaco, of which father Locano gives us a lift, 
one would be apt to conclude, that there is not a 
better inhabited country in the whole world. It 
is, indeed, more fo, than any of thofe which fur- 
round it, though very far from being as much fo,. 
as it ought to be, conlidering the fertility of its 
foil and the mildnefs of its climate j for, taking; 
the nations'iohabitingitone with another, there is 
not one of them numerous enough to form above 
three or four rpiddling towns. This,, after all, is 
not fa furprizing, as, at firft fight, it may appear 
to be. Experience fufBciently demonftrates, that 
the countries moft favoured by nature are not al- 
ways thofe, in which the human fpecies multiplies 
fafteft. The reafon of this Angularity is, nodoubt^ 
that the facility of living, in fuch countries, witk 
very little or no labour^ renders men more idle 
and improvident; and more lawlefs-, and, of 
courfe, more vicious, than they otherwife would 
be; whence it happens, that impatient of reftraint^ 
and giving way to their paflions in every thing, 
they become wild and barbarous; keep up no 
.fociety with each other ; and fall into greater ex- 
cefles, of drunkehnefs efpecially, from whence pro- 
ceed quarrels and wars, by which more men 
perifli, than can poflibly be born. And, accord-^ 
ingly, fuch nations dwindle away in the moft feni- 
fible manner.* 

Besides, a tradition of no very ancient date m 
this part of South America informs, us^ that the 
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epidemical diftempers occafioned by the corrup- 
tion of the air in the neighbouring countries, ini 
Tucuman efpecially, having driven, from time to 
time, abundance of their inhabitants into this prof 
Vince, they brought with them contagions, with 
which the countrj;, might otherwife, never hav^ 
been vifited* For as to the Peruvians, whom the 
tyianny of their fpanilh matters drove into Chaco^ 
in greater numbers than into any other of the 
neighbouring countries y the tranfmigration of thent 
could not but be attended with the lofs of a 
multitude of people* Befides, the wandering life, 
which thefe fugitives muft have led for a long' 
time before they iettled^ .was by no means favour- 
able-to their multiplication* 

Nothing proves better the ftrange medley of 
nations \n Chaco, than the difference in their 
manners and cUftoms* It is true they refemble 
each other in a great many things^ but this re- 
femblance is the neceffary confequcnce of fuch 
connexions, as they cannot avoid having with each 
other ; efpecially in defence of their liberty againft 
Tihe Spaniards, who furround theffi on all fides, 
and whom the beauty of this country, and the 
defirc of freeing themfelves from fuch trouble- 
fomc neighbours, have engaged in the greateft and 
moft conftant efibrts to fubdue them. Though 1 
did not propofe to enter into a minute detail of 
what particularly diftinguifhes them from one an- 
other, but as occafion offered, I cannot prevail on 
myfelf to go any further, without relating what 
father Locano tells of two of thefe nations ; if 
being {q Angular, that I ftiould not dare to men- 
tion it on any other leftimony but that of this 
mifTionary, who, though he owns he had never feen 
them himfelf, adds, that he has all the proofs that 
can be reafonably expejfted of their exiftence. 

O 2 The 
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The fifft of thefe nations is the Collus or Collugef} . 
and, in the Quitchoane language, Suripchaquins^ 
which fignifies oftrich-feet. They have been call- 
ed thus, becaufe their legs have no calf, and their 
feet, all to the heels, refemble thofe of the oftrich* 
They are of an almoft gigantic ftature -, ' fo fwift 
footed, that no hopfe can keep up with them 5 
and fo very warlike, that, without any arms but 
lances, they have almoft extirpated a nation called 
the Polomas^ that was formerly very numerous. The 
fecond of thefe nations have nothhig monftrous 
but their ftatue, which is ftill higher than that of 
the CoUuges. What father Locano fays of thenn 
is extraded from two letters of father Gafpard 
Oforio, who preached the gofpel to thefe Indians, 
and whofe glorious martyrdom we fhall relate 
hereafter ; one to father Francis Truxillo, his pro- 
vincial ; the other to father Mutio Vetellefchi, his 
general. 

Father Oforio does not name them, but juft 
fays, that he met them on the little river of Tarija, 
pretty near the fpot, where ftood the town of 
Guadalcazar, which 1 have already mentioned. * 
After faying, that, with his hand raifed to its ut- 
moft ftretch, he could not reach the heads of thefe 
Indians;' he adds, that what furprized him' ftill 
more was the delicacy and luxuriancy of their 
language, the noblenefsof their fentiments, the 
politenefs of their manners, the fprightlinefs of their 
genius, the penetration of their underftanding, the 
modefty of their behaviour, the prudence of their 
conduft, and their great bravery. 

In general, the inhabitants of Chaco are all of 
an advantageous ftature; and there have been 
found men among them above feven feet high. 
Their featuers differ greatly from ours; and the 
colours, with which they paint themfelvcs, give - 
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them an afpeft, with which ftrangers cannot, at'firft 
fight, help being terrified a little. And, accord- 
ingly, they pretend by this means to ftrike a terror 
into their enemies. A Spanifti captain, who had, 
ferved with reputation in Europe, having been 
commanded againft fome Indians of Chaco, that 
lived pretty near Santafe,* was fo thunder-ftruck 
with their appearance, that he fainted away, 
Moft of the men go quite naked, all to a parcel of 
feathers, of different colours, hanging to a ftring 
about their wafte; But, at their publick folemnities, 
they wear caps made of the fame feathers. In 
very cold weather, they wrap themfelves up in a 
kind of cap and cloak made of flcins pretty well 
drefled, and adorned with painted figures. Amonj 
fome nations, the women are not better coverci 
than the men. 

The bad qualities common to all thefe people 
are ferocity, inconftancy, perfidy, and drunken- 
nefs. They are all fprightly, though very dull of 
apprehenfion in every thing that does riot fall im-^ 
mediately under the fenfes. There is, properly 
fpeaking, no form of government among them 5 
every town, indeed, has itsCacique; but thefe chiefs 
have no authority, but in proportion tp the efteem 
they have acquired. Several do nothing but rove 
from place to place with their furniture, which 
confifts of nothing but a mat, a hammock, and a 
calebafh. The cabins of thofe, who live in 
towns, are, among feveral nations, no better than 
wretched hovels mide with branches of trees, and 
covered with ftraw or rather grafs. Thofe who 
live neareft to Tucuman are, it feems, better 
lodged and better clothed. 

Their favourite liquor is the Cbicaj of which 
I have already made mention. They^aflemble tp 
drink it, and to dance and fing ; and in thefe ex- 
f rcifes they perfift, till they are all drunk. They 

O 3 then 
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then quarrel ; and from words foon proceed tk 
blow's, fe that their merry makings feldom termi* 
jiate without blood-fhed, if not in the death of fome 
of the guefts. Several take advantage of the con-r 
fufion to be revenged of thej'r enemies, Thefc 
cxceffes are alnloft peculiar to the men, X^^ wo-r 
men, generally, withdraw, the moment thev pec-r 
iqeive the liquor begins to get the better of the 
men, and . carry off with them all the arms 
jhey can lay their hands upon. A fmall matter is 
fu©cient to breed a war between th^fe nations j 
but their unconquerable inveteracy againft the 
Spaniards eafily unites thenj again,' oh the firft 
*^larrh from that quarter. , 

Almost, all thcfe Indians are antropophagous, of 
men-eaters i have no other occupation but war 
and pillage, which they exercife with fuch craft 
^d obftinacy, that they have rendered themfelve^ 
formidable to their neighbours, particularly the 
^Spaniards, who don't chufe to engage them, even 
when furprized, with equal arms y their C9urage^ 
in that cafe, changing to fury. Nay, many of 
their women'have been known, on fuch occafions, 
jo fell their lives at a very dear rate, rather than 
furrend'er tb^the beft armed foldiers. When once 
they have refolved to' plunder a country feat^ 6r 
village, there is no art they don-*t pradljce to lull 
the Inhabitiants into a fatal fecurity, or get out of 
their way when Jthey have ftruck their blow^ * They 
will V/atch,'for whole years, the opportunity of fur, 
prizing them without running any riik. For this 
purpofe, they have always fpies abroad who never 
march but by night ; when they make nothing of 
crawling along, if requifite, on their elbows, which, 
for this reafon, are always covered with a callus. 
Some Spaniards have been weak enough to think, 
that thefe Ijpics, by fome magic power^ alTumcd the 
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iforms of domeftic animals, in order to examine 
what was doing in their houfes. 

Their arms are bows and arrows-, the mancana ; 
and a kin^d of a well wrought lance or javelin, made - 
of a very hard and very heavy wood, pretty thick^ 
fifteen palms long, and terminating in a deer's horn, 
mixh a beard to it. This weapon they ufe with 
jgrcat ftrength and dexterity -, and by means of a 
rope to which it is fattened, draw in the man it; 
Jias wounded, unlefs ke has refblution enough to 
pull it out. They generally iaw the necks of 
their prifoners with the jaw bone of a fifh ; and 
then pull off his fcalp, which they preferve as i 
monument of their vidory, and diiplay m all their 
entertainments. 

They are fuch bold and able horfemen, that the 
Spaniards will repent, hut once, their having lo 
well ftocked with horfes all thefe parts of the con- ' 
tinent. Swift as thefe animals are, the Indians of 
Chaco flop them in full fpeed j and viult upoa 
them, no matter whether Cdeways or .from behind, 
without any afliftance but that of their javelins, 
^ipon which they fpring. They then, without 
ftirrups or bridles, without any thing, in fhort, bu^ 
^ halter, iiot only keep Iheir feat, but turn the 
proud animal which way they ple^fe, and. make 
him fly at fuch a rate, as .to leave behind them the . 
t)ell mounted Spaaiards. As moft of them go 
^.always naked, their ikin is very hard. Father 
J-ocano affures us, he has feen the head of a Mo^ 
coy i, the fkin of which was half an inch thick. 

The women of Chaco prick their faces brcafts 
iind arms, like the Moorifh women of Africa and 
Spain; they are very xohuft ; bring forth with 
great eafe; and, as foon as delivered, bathe them- 
^Ives and their children in the next lake or river. 
Tihey are treated by their hu{biin4s with jgreat fe- 
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verity, becaufe, perhaps, they are very much ad^f 
difted to jealoufy, and have no manner of tender- 
nefs for their children. They bury their dead on 
the very fpot where they expire; and plant a 
javelin over the grave, fattening to it the IkuU of 
an enemy, efpecially of a Spaniard, if they can 
get one. They then remove from the place ; and 
even avoid palling by it, tiU the deceafed is totally 
forgotten. 

The greateft obftacles the Spaniards have met 
with in reducing the Indians of Chaco, and the 
miflionaries in converting them, have been thrown 
in their way by the Chiriguones^ a nation fcattered 
over feveral diftrifts of the provinces of Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra, las Chares, and Chaco ; and 
the moft inveterate enemies of the Spaniards in 
this part of the world* For, though they have 
lately, had allies among them, who proved very 
ierviceable, they can never depend upon their af- 
fiftanccf, but in proportion to their ability to com- 
mand it ; and this is no eafy tafk. There is not, 
in all the fouthern parts pf America, a prouder, 
more treacherous, inconftant, flinty hearted nation, 
than the Chiriguones •, which, joined to their well 
founded apprehenfions of becoming flaves to the 
Spaniards by fubmitting to the golpel, would be 
fufficient to make the rftiflionaries Ipfe all hopes of 
ever reclaiming them, if they could think it law- 
ful ever to defpair of God's mercy. 

By following the courfe of the red river, an(| 
turning towards the eaft, we meet with fevers! 

Eations, who are tolerably peaceable, and attack no- 
ody, though they all immediately unite for their 
eon^mon defence, as foon as any one of them is 
attacked. According to fome, thefc nations re- 
ceived baptifm foon after the arrival of the firft 
Spaniards in this country ; and then, on being per- 
fecuted by them, removed to a greater diftance. 

They 
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^ey till the grouruf, and rear cattle ; and 
ihere even prevail among them fomc of the 
praftices'of chriftianity, efpecially that of prayer 
for which their Caciques aflemble them from time 
to time. In 1710, Don Eftevaa de Urizar con- 
chid^d a treaty with them j and they preferve the 
original draft of it to this day, as the palladium 
of their liberty againft the Spaniards. One of the 
conditions of this treaty was, that miflionaries 
fliould be fentto them but it 'has not been as yet 
poffible to comply with it. 

Don An'dreas Hujitado de Mendoza, marqui$ 
of Cannette, and viceroy of Peru, was the firfl: 
to attempt the reduftion of Chaco; In 1556, he 
ient there, for this purpofe, captain Andreas 
Manfo, whom I have already mentioned, and who 
had ferved with honbur in the Peruvian warsl 
This officer advanced, without meeting any re- 
fiftance, as far as the extenfive plains between the 
Pilco Mayo and the red river •, and had even began 
to build a town. But, one night, when, being no 
longer under any apprehenfions from the natives, 
he and his men were buried in fleep without any 
sentinels to guard the aVtnues to their camp, a ^ 
party of the Chiriguones rufhed into if, and mur- ' 

dcred every foul of them. Thefe plains have ever 
fmce been called the plains of Manfo. i,^ 

Tht- town of Santafe, the foundation of which '"'s^ 

I have already related, was originally confidered- 
as a town of Chaco, becaufe it ftood ' on the weft 
banks of Rio de la Plata, to which feveral extend 
J:his province -, but, having beeh removed fmce, yj 
it is now at too great a dillance from the bounds ^^ 
which father Locano gives Chaco at that fide. 
Another town was built in Chaco, under the name 
of the Conception^ on the banks of the red river, 
or rather a marfh formed by this river, thirty 
leagues above its fall into Rio de la Plata •, but 
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this town could fcafrce maintain itfelf in its primi- 
tive mediocrity for the fpacc of fixty years ; and 
ilv^n the ruins of it are now no longer difcernible. 
There* can be no ftronger proof of the weakpefs 
iof the Spaniards in Paraguay, than their not kav- 
ing been able to keep Up this eflablifliment, which 
/ornied fo fine a key intp the heart of Chaco. In 
ihort, it is with difficulty they how point put the 
j^t, wli^re flood the town of Guadalcazar that I 
have already mentioned, and which, likewife^ 
they have been, obliged to abandon. 

Father Locano tells us, that, while Don Mar* 
tin de Ledefma was building this town, he coul^ 
never penetrate as far as the Chicas.OrejcneSy or the 
Churuma/:as^ who lived to the weft, in the valleys 
at the foot of the Cordiliier6, -though he could 
plainly difcover the fmoke of their villages, which 
could not, therefore, be more than ten or twelve 
leagues from his camp ; the guide, he bad often 
employed to conduft a ftrong party there, haying 
conftantly led them aftray ; that having, one day, 
convifted him of his treachery, and bitterly re^ 
pYoached him with it, the fellow anfwered, that ic 
was as much as his life was worth to fhew the 
Spaniards the way to thefe villages: *^ But how 
corncs it, faid Don Martin, that .thefe people arc 
fo averfc to our paying them a vifit ? for fear, anfr- 
wered the guide, that, if you once knew the road 
to them, you fhould put them all to death as your 
predeceflbrs did the Inca^ in ordel* to feize on hi^ 
mines and his empire.** 'The Ipy added, that the 
Chicas Orcjones were thofe, whom the Incas em^- 
ployed to work their mines, and fecure the Cor- 
dilUere ; and that, having heard the tragical end of 
the laft Inca, they immediately took refuge among 
■the Churumacas, who gave them a very favouruble 
reception. Fatiicr Locano, likev/ife, informs us, 
^at the fame Ch;cas QrejoACs were defcendecj 
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fixun the noble Orejones of Peru, whom the Incas 
made ufe of to extend their cx)nqviefts. 

But let the Spaniards ufe what endeavours they 
will to reduce Chaco, they never will be able 
to effe^ it, till the inhabitants have fubmitted to 
the gofpel; a thing imppflible, as long as they 
ebufe a favour granted them by their catholic ma- 
jellies ; and which it is hardly to be expeftcd they 
Ihould ever ceafe to abufe, fince all the power of 
thefe princes has not as yet been able to efied it, 
though it has occafioned the death or defertion /of 
a great many new chriftians, and formed an in- 
vincible obftacle to the conyerfion of an infinite 
number of infidels^ It is, therefore, neceflary I 
fliould explain the nature of this favour, before 
I reaffume the thread of my narration. 

The Spaniards, it feems, ha.d parcelled out all 
jthc Indians, whom they had reduced by force or by 
fair means, into Departments or Commatides. Thefe 
commandes were granted to private perfons for a 
certain number of years, >more or left, according 
to the rank or fervicf s of fuch perfons. This 
term expired, they devolved to the crown ; and 
the governor of the provjnpc, in virtue of a power 
received for that purpofe from the fovercign, 
-cither employed fuch devolved Indians, when' re- 
quifite, in the public worjcs, or made them over 
to other private perfons, fo that every adventurer 
partook in his turn of their fervice, ^ This fervice 
confifted in their working for him 'for nothing, 
two months in the year, and paying him, out of 
what they could earn during the other ten months, 
a tribute of five pieces of eight, from which thofe ' 
under eighteen, and above forty, were exempted. 
The fifth, of this jtribjute was to be paid the pariQx 
prieft for his falary. In return for this fervice, 
thofe who enjoyed it, called, \n the fpanifh. En- 
mnendercs^ were to provide \^€iv Indians with 

every 
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every thing they wanted •, to fee that they were 
inftrufted in the principles and praftice of the 
chriftian religion -,. to ufe them well and treat them 
like children -, for, in many refjpedts, thefe Indians 
continue children during their whole lives. 

But, as Charles V. forefaw, that thefe regula- 
tions, alone, would never befufficlent to proteft the 
Indians againft the exaftions of their encomen- 
deros, he ordered that officers ftiould be named to 
receive their complaints, and do them juftice; 
with power to deprive of their departments thofe,' 
who Ihould be convifted of having made an ill 
ufe of them. But the wifeft precautions, and the 
fcvereft laws, are a very weak barrier againft ava- 
rice; efpecially where the abfcnce of the fovereign, 
and the facility of gaining 'ov^r thofe he has 
charged with the execution of his orders, afford 
any hopes of impunitjr ; a. truth rendered but 
too evident by the fate of thefe commandes ; for 
no laws could be more wifely devifed or worfc cx-^ 
ecuted, than thofe made to regulate them. 

Yet, all might have found thejr advantage in 
complying vvith thefe laws. The Indians might 
have been civilized, and contradled an affeftion to 
matters who treated them as children ;* the king 
might have gained loyal fubjefts ; and the en- 
comenderos ufeful fervants ; as will hereafter ap- 
pear evident beyond the power of contradiction. 
The church, too, might have acquired docile chil- 
dren. I may even affirm, without indulging con- 
jefture too much, that ail the inhabitants of this 
part of America would be at this day chriftians, 
if thofe in place had concurred with the mifli- 
onaries, in endeavouring to make them relifh the 
maxims of the gofpel. Whereas, confidering the 
manner in which they were treated, it is no way 
furprizing, that the greateft number of thofe who' 
embraoed the chriftian religion fhould have after^ 

wards 
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wards renounced it, as their encomenderos or their 
fubftitutes fcarce ever gave them time to learn, or 
opportunity to obferve, its precepts -, and were ftill 
more backward in giving them that good example, 
and treating thenl with that lenity, which was ne- 
ceffary to confixm what the miflionaries faid to 
them of the mildnefs and holinefs of the gofptl. 
It is, therefore, n^way ftrange, that as many of 
them, as ppffibly could,, have fliaken off the yoke,^ 
and are fince become the moft dangerous enemies of 
their wicktd and foolifh talk-m afters. n 

It is, likewife, certain, that in confequence of 
the fenrices exad:ed,from thcfe flaves, for they are 
very feldom treated otherwife, their mafters have 
Contrafted luch a'habit of lazinefs, that, as often 
. as thefe poor creatures fink under tHe weight of 
fatigue and ill ufage, or defert to avoid it, they 
fall into a ftate of indigence, which they know not 
either to bear or to mend. The daily examples 
of this misfortune are fo far from making any im- 
preflion upon, the Spaniards, that the abufe of 
the depattments has been conftantly on the en- 
crcafe, and is at laft become fo obftinate, that the 
moft precife and reiterated orders of the kings of 
Spain have not been able to put a ftop to it. 
Nay, difobedience to the orders of the fovereign 
has been conftrued into a prefcription ; and it 
will plainly appear in the courfe of this hiflory, 
that all the perfecutions excited againft the Jefuits 
of Paraguay •, all che calumnies propagated againft , 
them ', and all the prejudices thefe calumnies have 
left behind them in the minds of fo many perfons ; 
^ ape- intirely owing to the unfliaken refolution of 
thefe fathers, in oppofing every attempt to rob the 
Indians, under their care, of the total exemption 
granted them by the kings of Spain^ fiom all 
• manner of perfonal fervice to the Spaniards. 

BOOK IV. 
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pari of Busmos Ayres reeftablijhed. Defcription of it^ 
and the neigibourbood^ StaU ofcbriJlianUy in Pa 
raguay. Jefuits enter it. Their labours to reclain^ 
the Spaniards aud civilize and convert the Indians. 
Defcription of the province of Guayra. The Je^ 
fuits preach the gofpel there with great fuccefs. 
Towns built. Jefuits gain eftablijhments in feveral 
places ; incur the difpleafure of the Spani^rds^ by en^ 
deavouring to proteSi the Indians againji them in 
the enjoyment of their liberty. 


r. g ^T^HJE frequent lofs of fhips coming 
. ^ ' ' I from Spain, for want of a fure pore 
to receive them at the mouth of the Rio de la 
Plata, having, at lad, made the Spaniards tho- 
roughly fenfible of f he ncceffity of having one 5 
and the rebeing no room left for choice-, a relolution 
was taken to reeftablifh that of Buenos Ayres on 
the fame fpot, where Mendoza had, at firft, placed 
it ; but under the name of tie Trimly^ inftead of its 
original one of our lady of Buenos Ayres ; and omit 
nothing to fecure it againft any future attacks of 
the Indiapsinits neighbourhood. This was be* 
come the eafier on account, of the new eftablifh- 
ments formed in the provinces of Rio de la Plata, 
.and Tueuman, capable of furnifhing fuccours to 
awe thefe barbarians* However^ the Spaniards no 
* fooner 
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iooner fet about the work, than the Indians pre-' • 
pared to. attack them ; but the adelantade, 
who had Jbrought along with him fome troops, 
and- a great quantity of military ftores, fent againft 
them Juan de Garay, who, after chaftifing them 
fcverqlyin feveral rencounters, obliged them to re- 
main quiet. The city was rebuilt on the fame fpot 
where Don Pedro de Mendoza, at firft, placed it ; 
but its firft narhe, of our lady^ was changed into that 
oi the trinity of Buenos Ayr es. 

This city remained, for a long time, in a ftate of 
poverty anfwerable to that of the province, of 
which it v/as both the key and the centre of com- 
merce. I have already obferved, that it is fituated 
on the weftem banks of Rio de la Plata^ about twa 
hundred miles from cape St. Mary, on a fome- 
what elevated point of land that runs mto the river 
in a North direilion -, and in thirty five degrees 
thirty minutes South latitude, according to the lateft 
obfervations. The city is feparated by a rivulet 
from thefortrefs, where the governor refides. It 
is pretty large •, and, for a long time, confiftcd of 
different quarters, with fields and orchards between 
them, though the houfes, which for the fnoft part 
were built of earth, confifted of but one ftory dif- 
pofed round an oblong court •, and, confcqufently 
took up the more room. Many of them received 
no day 'light, bur by their doors. The reft had 
but one window. But a lay brother jefuit, called T 
to ihis place about fojrty or fifty years ago to build 
tlie church of the college, having made bricks, and 
tiles, and lime, inftrufted t^ie inhabitants in thefe 
ufcful arts, fo that all the houfes built firrce that » 
time are of ftone or brick ; and iame of them two 
ftories high. 

Two other lay brother jefuits^ one a good archi- 
te<5l, and the other a good mafon, and both from 
Italy, after finishing the college church, built that 
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the fathers qf Mercy, and the francifcans, and 
the front of the cathedral j all which, it is pre-' 
tended, might make a figure in the beft cities of Spain. 
The magillrates had, likewife, engaged them 
to build a town houfe, but^ having fee out on t6o 
magnificent a plan for their funds, they found them-' 
felves unable to accomplilh it. The city, how- 
ever, foon began to wear another alpeft, in confe- 
quence of thefe and other improvements; fo that 
it is no wonder, if the travellers, who have vifited 
it fince the period we are ipeaking of, give 
us a much mofe favourable idea of it, than thofe 
Yfho pafled this way before them* 

At this period, the inhabitants were computed 
dt fixteen thoufand fouls ; one fourth whites ; and 
the reft negroes, Indians, and a mixt breed. It is 
by the labour of thefe negroes, who are by far the. 
greateft number, that the Spaniards live ; for the 
Spaniards, here think it beneath them to exercife 
any manual employment. Thofe even,, who are but 
juft landed from Spain, put every ftitch they have 
brought with them upon their backs ; and fet up for 
gentlemen, above ferving in any oienial capacity. 
It is almoft equally diiBcult to get any good from 
the free Indians, w)io pafs and repafs through this 
town, the a4jacent villages and country feats ; and 
this their averfion to labour is owmg to their hav- 
ing been overburthened with it, when included in 
The commandes and fubjeft to perfonal fervice.. 
The cathedral is the parilh church of the white in- 
habitants ; the reft have one, at one of the extre- 
mities of the city. 

Buenos Ayres, in confequence of its fituition 
and its wholfome air, enjoys every advantage requi- 
fite to make a flourilhing city -, and will, no doubt> 
flourifti in proportion as Paraguay, v/hich has no o- 
fea port, becomes populous arid the inhabitants of it 
laborious. Winter begins here in the month of Junej 
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fpring, in the month of September ; fummer, in De- 
cember ; and autunQh, in March ; and thcfe four 
frafons fucceed each other very regularly. In win- 
ter, the rains are heavy, and attended with fuch 
terrible thunder and lightening, that there is no fuch 
thing as accuftoming one felf to it* The heat of 
the fun in fummer is qualified- by gentle breezes, 
which rife regularly between eight and nine o'clock 
in the morning. One third of the houfes have a 
profpedk over an extenfive country clothed with a 
perpetual verdure ; the other two thirds look over 
the river, which, to the North, appears like a great 
fea, terminated only by the horizon. Fifli is herd in 
great abundance, efpecially that which the Spani- 
ards call Pefcbe ReyeSj being a kind of Gurnard 
very common on the coafts of Chilii 

The fertility of the lands in the neighbourhood^ 
of Buenos Ay res is equal to the goodneS of its air^ 
fo that, in thefe reipefts, nature has done every 
thing,' to render it a moft delightful place to live 
in. The country about it, however, has a naked 
look, the Spaniards having neglefted to plant any 
trees in it* But, except in point of profpeft, this 
deficiency is little felt ; as all the iflands, with ' 
which theriver is enameled at this place, are exceed- 
ingly well wooded^ The only fruit-tree found in 
them is the peach tree ; which, befides producing 
excellent fruit, is fo common, that they ufe its 
branches for the moft common purpofes. The 
vine has not, as yet, anfwered, for want of a method 
to deftroy a kind of ants, which fall upon it the 
minute it begins to fhoot,, and gnaw it to the very 
rootl . 

But the chief want, which not only Buenos 
Ayres, but every other part of that vaft country 
generally comprehended under the name of Para- 
guay, for a long time laboured under, was that 
of men qualified to maintain the ancient chrif- 
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tians in the regular cxercifc of their religion,, ai well. 
as to draw the infidels over to it. We have feen, 
thtSLt the Emperor Charies V^ had recommended no- 
thing more earneftly to the governors he fcnt here,5 
th^ that they fliould take with them fome pricfts^ 
both fecular and regular > and fupply them with, 
every thing that could facilitate the execution of, 
their office, Philip II, his fon and fucceffor to the. 
throne of Spain^ took the fa'mc precautions ; and the 
mifilpnaries, the firfl: of whoni were of tne order of. 
St. Francis, omitted nothing to ihew themfejvcs 
uiprthy of the confidence placed in them by tbefe 
two great princes. But, though they, baptifed a , 
great number of Indians, the frequent revolts of. 
tnefe people, Vhom the Spaniards did not atway*. 
ti^eat; with' fuificient mildnefs^ and the . troubles^ 
wiuch almoft confta^tly prevailed amongft the Sjpa-r 
n^ards themfelves, for the. firft fiJfty years after, 
ttpcic ar^;ival, proved a great obftacle to the. propa- 
gation of the gofpcl. 

TircuMAN was, at firft, much happier in this re^ 
fpeft ; for the Spaniards had fcarce begun to fettle - 
in it, when Saint Francis Solano, and a great many . 
other miiTionaries of his order, entered it on the. 
fide of Peru ; vifited every part of it j and even 
penetrated very far into Chaco ; fcattering^ 
ever^ where the feed of the , gofpel, with all the . 
fuccefi which might naturally be expefted fromt 
meaheaded bya faint, whofc zeal knew no bounds j 
and whom God invefted with the gift of miracles, to 
fuch a degree, that the inhabitants confidered him 
zs fbmething more than a ;nortal being. But, as he 
was foon called back to Peru by' his fuperiors, his 
^miffion turned out like one of thofe tranfitory 
clouds, which fertilize, for a time, the drieft fielda . 
upon which they fall, apd then leave them to rq- 
lapfe into their former ftcrility. Father Lewis de, 
Bolanos, one of Saint Francis Solano's difciples^ 

and 
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iUfcA who^ . UJfiewifei died in the odour oif fandityte 
fpiindedj anioftg the Guaranis of Paraguay, a fef- 
yenc colony of chriftians, which he governed tor ar I 
ifig^g-rtimei Ht even tranflated into their Ijingtragpr ' 
ft catf chifnH which I Ihall hereafter have fome oc^ 
cafion to mention ; but, his fuperiors having aC 
laft ahougbt'proper to recall him on account of hi$> 
g^cat age and iniimiities^ the little flock he had^ 
brought tpg^her^ and with whom, it is probable^/ 
he ccKild leave no paftbr of his own order, fell af- 
tejrwards into the hands of the jefuits ) and, h^f 
fiot^ pfroved the ^erm^ as it were, of thefe flourifh-^ 
in^ churches of the Parana and the Uraguay^v 
whofe happy progrefs we Ihall foon have occafion t» 
tonHden The gpod old man having heard of this> 
haptpy events a little before his death, it made h^na » 
forget the great affliction he had long laboured un* 
der at the thoughts of having been obliged to aban^^; 
don his dear children, whom he had engendered 
in Jefus Chrift. 

Thus, therefore, the chriftian religion was* 
the tiling in thefe provinces, which ftpod moft 
in need of powerful afliftanCe. The fecular clergy- 
were too few for the Spaniards alone, with whom ' 
they were entirely taken up. ^ The regulars,- 
fewer in themfelves, were ftill more fo, in propor- 
tion to the fubjefted Indians committed to their ^ 
care, whom^ befides, the bad example and cru* 
elty of their enconoendcroes made it almoft impofli- 
bie to infpire with any relifh for the great truths of 
the gofpeii In fhort, the bilhops of Para]guay and 
Tucuman were often reduced to the melancholy 
neccflity of applying, in the ftrongeft term?, to the 
kings of Spain V and their council of the Indies, fof 
fpirityal labourers to affift them in the difcharge of 
thtir duty. 

^' TvQtLTMAN^ efpecially. Hood in the greateft need 
of fuch fuccours. Many towns in it had not fo 
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much as a fingle clergyman. iThe children grew 
up without any iniftruftion, and very crften the 
fick left the world without any' fpiritual affiftance^ 
Don Francis Vi&oria, of the order of Saint Do- 
minic,' bilhopofthis diotefe, which he governed 
for twelve years, did not find, on his arrival in it, 
a (ingle fccular prieft, and fcarce any regulars, who 
, could make the Indians underftand them ; fo that 
he found himfelf, to his infinite forrow, obliged ta 
lay afide all thoughts of converting them. The 
jcfuits now began to be known in America ; they 
had been, eVen upwards of thirty years, in Brazil, 
which father Jofeph Anchicta had filled with the 
odour of his holinefs, and the fplendor of his mi- 
racles. They, had, likewife fettled in Peru ; and 
had already made in both thefe kingdoms an in- ' 
finite number of converfions ; fo that every one 
publifhed, that this new order, whofe founder was 
born at the time Chriftopher Columbus began to 
dilbover the new world, had received from heaven 
a fpecial miffion, and a particular grace, to efta- 
blilh in it the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. 

This confideration having determined the bilhop 
of Tucuman to get, coil what it would, as many 
jcfuiis as poffible,^ into his diocefe, he wrote, at 
the fame time, to father Anchieta, and Father 
John Atienfa, both provincials of their company ; 
the firft, in Brazil ; and the fecond, in Peru ; conju- 
ring them, by the entrails of Jefus Chrift, not to re- 
fufe him the affiftance he fo much wanted. Upon 
this, father Atienfa, the neareft of the two, and 
moft at hand to give him fpeedy fuccours, imme- 
diately fent orders to father Francis Angulo, and 
father Alphonfo Barfena, then employed in the pro- 
vince of las Charcas, to repair immediately to Tu- 
cuman, with a lay brother, called John Vilfcgas^ 
who was to ferve them in quality of catechift. 

These 
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gg Thefe fathers fet out, the minute they re- 
^ . * ceived their provincial's letter ; and arrived, 
in 158.6, at Salta, where a fingle prieft had not been 
feen for four years that this town had been built. 
They were, therefore, received in it as atngels de^ 
icendedfrom heaven. The inhabitants, even the 
xnoft licentious, had not, as yet, ftifled the remorfe 
of their confcience, whofe cries redoubled at the 
/ight of thefe apoftolic men, and grew ftill higher 
and higher, when they had heard them fpeak. They 
^11 confefled their JSns ; and then repaired to the 
holy myfteries, the privation of which had J?een 
the principal caufe of all their libertinifm. The 
fathers had equal reafon to be fatisfied with the 
Indians, whofe language they pretty well under^' 
flood, fo that it was with the utmoil regret they 
faw themfelvcs obliged to leave a place, where 
there appeared fo fine a field to exercife their zeali 
and fo great a profpedl of its beix^g attended 
with lafting fuccels. But they were, it.feems, im- 
'patiently expeded at Santiago* Having taken 
their road to it, by Efteco, fifty leagues at this' lide 
of it, they there found the fame call for their aC 
fiftance, and the fame difpofitions to benefit by it, 
as well in the Spaniards .as in the Indians, many .o£ 
whom had been baptifed by Saint Francis Solano. 
However, they remained in Efteco, but a month,, 
having received fi letter from the bifhop, whichj 
obliged them to fet out diredtly for Santjago. [ 

Don Juan Ramirez de Velasco, governor of 
Tucuman, was no lefs impatient to' fee them thai^ 
Pen Francis Vi(5t6ria. . As foon, therefore, as he 
had notice of their appro.ach;^'he issrcnt out, on horfe-^ ^ 
back, Y<^itb;the nobility and officers of the garrifon, 
to meet them^ The inhabitants ftr^wed with flowers^ 
4nd adorned: with triumphal ^rches, the ftreets/ 
through which they were to pafs. The bilhop^ 
whp had ordered a folemn thanksgiving for their. 
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b»ppy .arrival, embraced tbcin tcpdcrly, with tcart 
in nb eyes i and, feeing them fall prdftr^tte act )H^ 
feet, to implore hi? blcfling, toojc 'them tip-, coh- 
dufted them, in proccflion, to i;he cathedml ; com-? 
plimeotedthem there in terms, wljich greatly (ho^- 
cd their modefty 5 gave Qi(t the?V ^eunt^ which was 
fung by his ckrgy ; and, aftery^atds, leH them 
to his own hoi|fe, where h^ infifted upon lodging 
them. If apofiolic men fomctijnts ijhd themfclyts 
in circurpftances, in which th<s. great mafter whp 
Tends them thinks proper they ijioitl^ be received 
Eke his minifters ; he oftener givers them qccafioh tq 
connJer themfelves as his difciples -, ipas to make 
them remember all the ignonnfinie^ df his jpaflipn, 
which fo foon fucceeded his triumphant entry 
into Jenrfkiem. This the jefuits who ftrft ^entered 
l^ar^uay and their fucceflbrs have npvfr loft 'fight 
pf ; anci^ they have found.their advan^gein }t. 
' Santiago, at this time, contained five^hundred 
families ; and the country about it^ whidh is very 
delightful, befides being w^ell peopled wiih Indians^ 
wa» every day filling with new^panifh fgtjipmeqts. 
yet, the bifhop Had but five fecular, and a few.rcr 
gular, priefts, that he could depend upon; fo th^t 
hefaw himfeif conftantly obliged to go thropgl^ 
the moft laborious part of the church duty, thoiagji 
he often funk uqder the burden.of it. JJere, there- 
fore, the new miffionaries found ample matter to 
employ their zeal. Though they cpufd not but conr* 
fider themiiblves as niore partiailarly fent to th? 
Indians, they thought it their duty to do fomething^ 
firft, for the Spaniards j as, befides their beii;ig do- 
meftics of the faith, example coyld not but 
greatly haften or retard the progrefs of their ope- 
rations among the Neophytes and the Infideh, 
They divided their \yhole time between preaching, 
Hearing confeflions ; vifiting the j^ck ; a;id private 
jCprfcfences ; borrowir^g from their fleep what wasr 
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requifice for the is^ing of their breviary and 
other excrcifes of devotion. Th^ Spaniards liftened 
.to them witJi fuch refpcft') aridapplied to them with 
fucH confidence; that the place foon wore ^ 
difierent ai^ed ;- the ftr^ets and Jioufes rdfouhding 
both day and night, with fpiritual canticles. The 
bifliop contributed fo zeatopfly to the fuccefi of 
their labours^ not only by prqcept but exanrpte, 
that the joy with which his heart overilbwed could 
alone, fupport him under fo many fatigues. 

Th£ Indians had next their turn. Father An<r 
-£ulo was perfed mafter of the QuitchoaM Ian- 
;guage, current among them ; ind Father Barfena 
had learned that, which was peculiar to them •, fo 
-that both were in a condition to be underftood by 
them all, The.refpe<ft and confidence, of which 
the Spaniards gdve them the finccrefl d^monftra^ 
tionsy infpired the natives with fuch an opinion of 
them, that they all flocked about them in crowds, 
whofe holy importunities the mifGonariesthemielves 
were furprized at their being able to anfwer. After 
fome time fpent in this manner, father Angulp 
thought proper, .that Father Bar&na ihoiild return 
to Efteco, with a fecular pricft named to the pariih 
of that place, in order to UTiO: him ; and, likewife, 
begin a million among the Indians of its diftrid, 
who lived in fifty hamlets, at a eonfiderable diftance 
one from the other, and fepar^ted by mountain^ 
and marfhes, which rendered the fommunicatioij 
between them Very difagreeable /M^d difficult. 

An apoftate and vagabond monk had appeared, 
fome time before, among thefe Indi^ins^ and, though 
he c i I not know a fingle word of their language, 
had baptifed a great number of them, who thus 
became chriftians, without knowing what chriftian- 
ity was ; and profaned the holincfs of the gharafter 
they had received, by continuing to praftife their 
a^icient fu|ierftitions, and follow the bept of their 

P4 . brutaj 
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brutal appetites. Thefe the miflionary thought 
beft intitlcd to his firft labours ; and, in the fpacc 
of nine months that he fpent in vifiting their ham- 
lets with brother Villegas, he not only made true 
ehriftians of them, but added to their number be-r 
tween fix and feven thoufand well inftruftcd and 
very fervent Neophytes. He flattered himfelf with ] 
being able to extend his fpiritual conquefts ftill 
further, when the bifliop called him back to San- 
tiago, in order to fend him, with Father Angulo, to 
Gorduba, where they met with fuch fuccefs a- 
mongft the Spaniards of the town, and Indians of 
the neighbourhood, as furpafled their own hopes 
and thofe pf the prelate. 

In the mean time, a reinforcement of Jefuits 
arrived at Corduba from Brazil. It confifted of 
the Fathers, Leonard Armenia, an Italian ; 
Juan Salonio, of Valencia in Spain 5 Thomas Filds, 
a Scotchman ; Stephen de Grao, a Portuguefc •, and 
Emmanuel de Ortega, another Portuguefe trairred 
up to an apoftolic jife under the famous Father 
Anchieta. Father Armenio, the fuperior of them, 
on his arrival at Corduba, reprefented to the mif- 
fionaries he found there contrary to his cxpeftation, 
that, as Tucuman could be more eafily fupplied 
with miflionarics from Peru, than from Brazil^ 
where, befides, there was more work, than Portu- 
gal could fupply a fufficient number of labourers 
for ; and, as this mixture of Spanifli and Portu- 
guefe miflions would not, perhaps, be approved by 
the courts of Madrid and Lifbon,^ though thefe two 
Jcingdoms were united under one fovereign, he 
was refolved to return to Brazil, but without ob- 
liging any body to follow him •, and, accordingly; 
Father de Grao was the only perfon, who did not; 
chufe to feparate from him. Father Ortega re- 
mained at Corduba, with Father Barfena ; and Fa- 
ther Angulo took Father Salonio and Father Filds 
with him to Santiago, 

When 
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^^ When Don Jerom Lewis de Cabrera 
^^ * founded the city of Corduba, there were 
no kls than forty thouland Indians in the diftrid 
he afligned it ; but this number foon began to . 
leflen. The Spaniards behaved with {o much bar- 
barity towards thefe unhappy creatures, whom 
fear alone had brought under fubjedtion to them, 
that ixiany periflied with grief and fatigue ; and 
many more deferted* The Ihorteft way to 
retain thofe who remained, and make them wiih 
to be inftrufted in the myfteries of the chriftian re- 
figion^ was by gendenefs and by prefents ; fo that 
the poverty of the two miflionaries, not permitting 
them to ule the latterj they were obliged to em» 
ploy an extraordinary degree of the former. 

Several infidels had been, likewife, baptifed 
in this country, without any previous inftruc* 
tion. The Spaniards would fain appear zealous to 
propagate the gofpel, while they were really doing 
all that lay in their power to ftop its progrefs. The 
firft thing, therefore, the miflionaries did, was to 
convince the Neophytes of what their mailers fhould 
have begun by telling them, that we muft not 
judge of the chriftian. religion by the conduft of 
thofe who profefs it ; and in this they fucceeded 
beyond their expedtation, fo that, in lefs than fix 
months, all the neighbourhood of Corduba wa^ 
peopled with catechumens. 

After fome other excurfions made by the new 
miflionaries, which, joined to their former labours, 
ingratiated therp fo much with Don Francis Vi6to^ 
ria, that he appointed Father Barfena his vicar ge- 
neral, with an ynlimited power. The Fathers, Sola- 
nio, de Ortega, and Filds, repaired to the Aflfump- 
tion, at the requeft of the bifhop of that pjace ; were 
received there with the fame honours that had been 
paid to Father Barfena and Father Angulo at San- 
tiago •, and exerted therpfelves equally to the advan- 
tage 
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. tagc of both Spaniards and natives ; fo thar, in the 
^foace* 6f thr^e tnonths, neither were to be knofwn 
^r thcfame men. They then turned their views 
tJpon the eaftern Guayra. But, as it was not pro- 
*I^cr they fhould all leave the capital together, Fa- 
'thi^r Salonio continued in it, whilft the £wo' others 
mribarked on the Paraguay for that country. 

ArtER failing for fome time on the Paraguay^ 
^they laiidcd on the right fhore, and travelled, 
'-a' foot, one hundred and fifty leagues before they 
Wachcd'its neareft towns. This country, probably, 
"dMvts^ifsname from that of the Guaranis who in- 
?KiBit rt,*they bliing often called Guayranis. 

I'tTESB Indians liyed in towns, that were pretty 
^ojpiHcuis, and the CaciqUeJs of whigh, by being 
hereditary, and independent one on theotner, ha4 
^-great deal of authority over their fubjefts. Some-, 
times, iidweVer, as it happens in all nations more 
feddi(9:cd to the arts of wir than thofc of 
^acc, private pef fons acquired this rank by their 
valour •, and not feldom by a fn)gular facility iii 
peaking well the language of the country, which, 
^wrrordmg to Father Montoya, who was perfedk 
inafterof h, yields, in nothing, to arly of the fineft 
we are acquainted with. The chief prerogatives 
tnjo}'rd by the Caciques confided in a right to thft 
labour of their fubj efts, for the purpoles of agri, 
ttikure ; and. the uie of th^ir dayghters when thty 
required it. . . 

, At the death of a Cacique, it was lawful for 
CHle of his brothers to marry the widow j but thi^ 
feldom happened. In general, thefc Indians did 
not ajTprove fuch marriages between ne^r relations \ 
and the men among them, \yho .have ^mbrace4 
the chriftian retigion, never marry any of their 
i^larions,' even within thofe degrees with which the 
fcTiurch readily difpenies. But the Caciques could 
bdT^ more wive3 than one, A§ to* their religion^ 

they 
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tfify acknowledge but one Gpd -, for if they ex- 
prdled any vi^fteration for the bones of their jug- 
jglers whom they had fcen perform fqch^ things in 
their 1^ time, as, in their opinion, furpafled the 
foength of nature, they by no means xonfidercd 
them as divinities, though the fpecies of worfliip 
they paid them, differed but little from that, which 
ejher motions pgy thejr idols, They never, how- 
ever, offered any facrifices to God, nor could 
any regular form of worihip be difcovcrcd among 
fhem. 

They reckoned their years by winters, but feldom 
went beyond ten without commiting a miftake« 
They judged of its being time to rife when the 
pleiaides l)t^gan to make (their appearance a- 
bovc the horizon. They imagined there was 
^ tiger and a great dog in the heaveqs, which 
devoured the moon and the fun, as often as thde 
luminaries happened to be eclipfed ; and fuch events 
greatly alarmed them. The hufbands, on their 
wives being brought to bed, obferved, for th^ 
(pace of fifteen dars, a rigourous faft ; and neither 
hunted nor converfcd with any one during that 
time, firmly believing, that the child's lifedepended 
on their punftual complying with this cuftom. 
They ufed a kind of baptifm \ but authors have not 
given us any fatisfaftory account of it. But the ce- 
remonies they obferved, in giving names to their 
new born children, will beftferveto give us a juft 
idea of the favagenefs of th}s nation. Thinking it 
unlawful to perform this ceremony, without the 
death of a prifoner of war, they deferred it till they 
pould make one. After entertaining him plentifully 
for feveral days, and even giving him his choice of 
as many young girls or grown up women as he 
thought proper, they cut his throat on the day ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, with great ceremony. 

As foon as he ^as dead, every one touched his 

body 
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body, or ftrudk it with a ftick ; and during, this 
operation, they gave names to all the children that 
bad not as yet received any. This done, the body 
was cut up ^ and every* family took home a piece 
of it to make into broth, of which every one took 
. ^ mouthful, not excpting children at the breaft, 
Tvhom their mothers took caxe to make partakers 
of this hellilh repaft. 

Their manner of receiving peribns returned 
from a long journey had fomething very odd in it. 
The traveller, on entering his cabin, immediately 
ieated himfelf, without uttering ^ fingle fy liable 5 
and, the next moment,, the women began to walk 
round and round him, obferving, all the time, the 
' fame fxlence, till, at laft, they fuddenly burft 
put into exclamations, which' were followed by 
a long relation of all the difagreeable events that 
had happened in his family during his abfence ^ 
the men, covering their faces, repeated the fame 
ihings with a low voice ; and this ceremony lafted 
a longer or fhorter time in proportion to the ef-r 
|:eem they had for the traveller. At laft, they all 
(Congratulated him on his happy arrival, and enter- 
tained him in the beft manner they were able. 

The women, on the death of their hufbands^ 
yfed.to throw themfelves from fome eminence high^ 
enough to cripple them for the remainder of their 
lives. The Indians believed, that the foul, on its 
leaving th^ body, never wandered at any great 
diftance from it, but kept it company in the grave^ 
where they, accordingly, left a vacancy for it to re- 
fide in. The firft who embraced the ^ofpel 
could fcarce be prevailed upon to renounce this 
pradice ; and chriftian women have been pretty 
often difcovered going privately to the graves of 
their children or husbands, in order to fift the- 
mould over them, as their fouls, they faid, woulc} 
()e too much byrtbened without fhis precaution. 

Wheh 
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When a girl was old enough to be married, 
they put her into the hands of a woman, who, for 
eight days together, employed her in the rnoft la-' 
borious talks ; fed her very ill ; and, withal, never 
gave her a moment's reft. By her manner of bear- 
ing this tryal, they judged if flie was laborious, and^ 
otherwife qualified to undertake the care of a fa^^ 
mily. At the expiration of this term, they cur* 
ofFher hair ; decked her out with all the ornamepts* 
thefexisfo fond of; and declared her marriage-* 
able. It would have been criminal in a young wo- 
man to keep company with a man before Ihe had' 
pafled through this tryal ; or, at lealt, (he muft have 
done it very privately to efcape punifhmcnt. 

The Guaranis placed great faith in certai/i mciv 
who, at once, afted the part of fortune tellers and 
phyficians, pretending to draw certain informations 
of what was to happen from the finging of birds, 
and to have received from heaven the power of cur- 
ing all manner of difcafes. Their whole quackery, 
however, confifted in fucking the part afflifted, and 
then pretending to extraft from it fomething, which 
they had the precaution df taking into their mouths 
before they went to work, but produced, with 
the greateft aflbrance, as the caufe of all the pa- 
tient's illnefs, whofe imagination they greatlycalmcd 
by this ftratagem. This, no doubt, was doing a great 
deal. Bcfides, they never worried their patients with 
dnigs and operations, fo thar, if they did not aflifl: 
nature, neither did they obftruft her ; and if they 
did not cure, neither did they kill, their pati- 
tients. The Guaranis had likewife, their conj urers, 
who boafted a power of killing whoever they 
thought proper ; and had, in fa6t, fo far bewitched 
numbers as ro make them believe, that fcveral had 
^en carried off by the fecret power of their in- 
^ntations ; fo that it was fometimes enough for a 
^in to have an enemy, to be feized with a panic, ' 

' and ' 
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«jid even die of it, if he haid not wherewith to bribtf 
thelc impoftors. 

The province inhabited by the GuaHuiis, of 
Ivhom wehave been ipeakin^ tor there are other 
Guaranis^ as we iaid before, difperfed almoft alt 
c»vcr this part of South America, rdembling^ more 
orkfi, in manners and cuftoms the natioAs among. 
iMrfaom they are fettled i the ori^nal province of" 
Guayra, I mean, to .which Father Safa^nio and 
Father Filds were now* travelfiog, is almoft equally, 
divided by the tropic of Capricorn; and is boundec^ 
to the Eaft, by Brazil ;. to the North^^ by a 
very low and wet country covered with trees; but' 
as yet very little known, though very pdpukms ; 
to the South, by the Uruguay j and to the Weft, 
by the Paraguay, though between the Guaranb- 
and this laft river there are fevcral nations, moft^ 
of whom live a wandering life. The wea- 
ther of Guayra is almoft every where unequal and* 
inconftant ; the air, in generali unwholfome ; and> 
accordingly, fevers are very common here. It na- 
turally produces fcveral fruits, as the guembe, th<$ - 
grenadilla, and dates of a very. bitter tafte* All the' 
plains and low lands are very fertile in pulfe, roots j' 
manioc, maiz, and other plants, which require little 
culture. It, likewife, abounds with many trees fit 
for building, particularly cedar, and' every other 
fpecies of pine and fir, in whofe hollows honey and 
wax are found in^great abundance. As to animals, 
it has all thofe already mentioned in the general 
defcription of Paraguay. To conclude, this pro* 
vince is watered by feveral rivers, the moft-con- 
fiderable of which, next to the Parana, are the 
Itarapanii^ which receives feveral other finaUef 
ones \ and the Guibajf^ upon which formerly ftood 
Villarica, pretty near its difcharse into the Parana, . 
to which aU the other rivers of this pixHrincc arc ^ 
tributary. 

Tkjbub 
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There are certain ftones in the province cf G«K 
ayra, which for fome years were greatly ciied* 
up. They are found, at a conlideraUIe dii^ancc^ 
under the furface of the earth, inclofed in. a vciy. 
h^d cruit of an oval figure. It is aflure4» that^ 
when they have acquired their proper (izp^ they 
ibiver their covering to pieces, with a report eq^^ 
to that made by a bomb in butUing* and iiTuc fortb^ 
in, the form of a tranfparent ftone with a very fiiiCf 
luftre. But they are not all of one colour* Some ax«, 
green, fome of a violet colour, but moft of them red- 
There is lb much regularity, and, at the Cimc tixne^; 
ib much variety in their foim, that one can hardly .bCt 
periuaded that they are the work of nature* Bqt. 
all their beauty is luperficial ; for^ at bottom, tiasj, 
are of no more value than thofc found, in the 
country of Liege* The Spaniards, however^ werer 
at firft fo much deceived by their luftre, that feve- 
ral had well nigh thrown up their fcttlemcnis. 
to carry quantiues of them into Spain, thinking tcr^ 
make their fortunes by them. And, in fadt, as. 
foon as the news of this difcovery reached thatj 
kingdom, it was given out^ that Paraguay. was full 
of amethyfts, carbuncles, and emeralds. But none 
were deceived except fuch, as made moft .haftc ta . 
be firft at market. 

The guembe, which I mentioned, is an ,oblong- 
fruit, ppinted at both ends, and a palm in breadth.. 
It is full of little ycllowilh grains, which taftt very^ 
fwect when only, fucked, but, when broke between 
the teethj thrOiV out a juice, whofe bittejrncfe, 
IS not to be fupported. It appears that theplanf 
bearing this fruit is a kind of bean, which fattens , 
upon trees, and grows to a great hci-^ht; The 
grains of this fruit when they happen to fall upon, 
the. bark of a rotten tree, immediately fiioot. 
out into threads, which, falling to the ground,* 
immediately take root there, and produce plants 
ofthcfarpe fpecies. 


i. 
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I SAID that the dates of this country are hitter J 
liotwithftanding which, feme authors pretend, that 
they make wine of them, and a very nouriJhing 
kind of brot'h. The palm trees, w^hich bear them, 
and are to be found at every ftep, are a great re- 
fource to hiftrefled travellers, as the pith of them 
is both palatable and nourifhing. 

The wild bears of Guayra, as well as of fbmef 
other parts of Paraguay, have theif naVels on their 
backs ; but, perhaps, it has not been obferved "any 
where elfe, this ' part muft be cut off the mo- 
ment the beaft is dead, as, otherwife, it would foon 
infeft the whole carcafe. It is not lefs ftirprizing, 
that, though the honey of this province is excellent, 
no means have been hitherto found to bleach the 
wax found alqng with it. 

Such was the country, where Father Filds and 
Father de Ortega undertook td preach Jefus 
Chrift. They, firft, repaired to Ciudad Real, 
where they learned, on their arrival, that not a 
fingle prieft had been feeii there for feveral years 
paft ; and, accordingly, they met with many inha- 
bitants, who had fcarce any thing chriftiaH about 
them but the name. After employing a whole 
month in catechiling, preaching, and hearing 
confcflions, in order to prepare them to partake 
worthily of the holy myfteries, they fet out for' 
Villarica, where the inhabitants laboured under 
the fame fpiritual diftrefs ; and they had the com- 
fort of adminiftring equal relief to them. This 
done, they vifited the Indian towns and villages, 
which were, in a more particular manner, the ob- 
left of their miflion, and followed the wandering 
Guaranis through thejr forefts, and over their 
mountains. Having fpent feveral months in thefe 
cxcurfions, th^y returned, by their fuperior Father 
Salonio*s orders, to the Affumption, with the glad 
tidings, that they had left behind them two hun- 
dred 
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dred thoufand Indians, quite ripe for the kingdom 
ofChrift. 
^^. The plague now raged to a great degree 
•^ "* in this capital, and had even gained the ad- 
joining fettlemertts. But, though it carried off 
numbers, three jefuits exerted themfelves fo much, 
that none died without confeflion ; and, during the 
nine months it lafted, nine thoufand moribond 
Indians received baptifm. In the mean time. 
Father de Ortega having reoeived notice, that, 
thirty leagues beyond Villarica, there were a great 
number of wandering Guaranis, who had been 
formerly baptized, but who did not even know 
what baptifm was, and, belides, greatly moleftcd 
the Spaniards, hefet out in queft of them ; and, 
having at laft met them, made them fcnfible or 
the obligations they had contrafted in receiving that 
facrament* He then repaired to Villarica, whofe 
commandant, being defirous to gain over a great 
Indian to>yn in the neighbourhood, concluded 
with great reafon, that the beft way to do it was 
to make chriftians of its inhabitants. He found no 
difficulty in prevailing oh the miflionary to join 
him in an expedition for that purpofe. Father de 
Ortega inflxudted and baptized four hundred of* 
the inhabitants in a very fhort time ; but, at laftj 
when he leaft fufpefted it, providentially difcovered 
a confpiracy formed againft his own and the gover- 
nor's life, which obliged them to retire with fome 
precipitation. The Indians who waited on the 
governor, -having remained behind, paid for their 
mailer's efcape, and were all murdered. 

Father de Ortega, at his return to Villarica, 
found there Father Fiids, who was come to bring 
him back to the Affumption by Father Salonio's 
orders; but the SpaniaMs and the Neophytes 
would not confent to part with them •, and, on their 
fupcrior, to whom a courier was immediately dif- 
YoL. L Q^ ' patched 
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patched for that purpofe, confenting to their 
ftay, they immediately built a houfe and a chapel 
for them. In the mean time, a revolt, which 
broke out among the Calchaquis, contributed 
greatly to make the inhabitants of Tucuman con- 
sider the new miffionaries as men equally ufeful to- 
fecure the repofe of the Spaniards in thefe pro- 
vinces, and eftabliih the chriflian religion among 
the natives. There are in this continent two na- 
tions known by the name of Calchaquis, who^ 
though they now. live at a confidcrable diftance 
afunder, originally formed but one, which, for a 
long time, was entirely confmed to one of the val- 
lies between the mountains erf* Peru, to the Weft 
of Salta, which to this day retains the name of the' 
valUy ofCakbaqui. Thefe barbarians, had, for feve- 
ral years, proved very troublefomc neighbours ta 
the Spaniards, till, at length, Don Alphonfo Mer- 
cado and Villacorta, being for the fecond time go- 
vernor of Tucuman, defeated them in 1565^ 
when part of them fled towards Buenos Ayres,. 
where their pofterity ftill remains.. The reft were 
tranfported to the frontiers of Chaco, and given> 
in command. 

^ But the laft, unable to bear any longer 

^5^9'9 ' the drudgery of the perfonal fervice re- 
quired from them, mutinied, and took refuge in 
the mpuntairis, from whence they made frequenf 
excurfions into the Spanifti fettlements. Dorr 
Juan Ramirez de Velafco, fucceflbr to Don Al- 
phonfo, undertook to force them in their ftrong 
holds ; or, at leaft, oblige them to remain quiet y 
and invited Father Barfena to accompany him in 
the expedition. The miffionary confented im 
hopes of meeting with fome opportunity of preach- 
ing Jefus Chrift to them j nor was he entirely dif- 
appointed. 

The 
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The governor, being but little acquainted with 
the eoutrjr, in a fhok time found himfelf engaged 
in fome defiles, where the enemy had the pre^ 
caution to place a ftrong party ; and was in the 
iitmoft danger of being cut off with all his troops^ 
when Father Barfcna undertook to extricate him. 
For this purpofe, he fet out, alone, for the place 
where the Calchaquis were pofted ; and having 
happily reached them at the top of a high 
mountain, notwithftanding all their endeavours to 
intercept him, he furprifed them fo much by his 
boldnefs, that they gazed on him like fo many 
ftatues. In the mean time, he addreffed th^m with 
fo much mildnefs, and info engaging a manner, that 
he foon prevailed upon them not to moleft the Spa- 
niards any longer ; promifing, on his fide^ that, as 
long as they remained qu^et, the Spaniafds Ihould 
never attempt to give them the leaft difturbance. 

Not fatisfied with this fuccefs, he remained 
with them fometime longer for the nobler purpofe 
of. fcattering the feed of the gofpel amongft 
them ; after which he fet out for the country 
of the Indians called LuUes, among whom he ex- 
' pefted to find the fpiritual harveft in great for- 
wardnefs^ as fome of them had been civilized and 
baptifed by Saint Francis Solano, though, on be- 
ing cruelly treated by thfc Spaniards to whorn they 
had been given in command, they difperfed again* 
It is probable, the Calchaquis fet out for their valley 
foon after his departure •, at leaft, we (hall find 
them there in the courfe of this hiftory. 

Of all the barbarians of the new world, thefe 
LuUes were," perhaps, the moft barbarous j fihce the 
women amongft them, though ever willing to give 
their breafts to puppies that " happen to have loft 
their dam, cannot be prevailed to give them the one 
to the offspring of another, fo that it is a common 
thing amongft them, when, a woman happens, to 

0^2 die 
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die with a child at her breaft, to bury it along with 
her, for want of fome other woman to give it fuck. 
To this want of the feelings moft common to man 
andbeaft, they added the greateft averfion for any 
kind of reftraint ; for, though they had their caciques 
likeother nations, they allowed them no authority 
but in time of war, when it was impoflible to do 
without them. At other times, every man was his 
ownmafter; even the fathers of families had no more 
power than any other perfon belonging to it. Their 
marriages were no way binding ; the lei^ft whim 
was fufficient to part hufband and wife, and the 
children paid no obedience to either. Proftitution, 
moreover, and artificial abortions were confidered 
as indifferent aftions -, a girl's title to a hufband 
never fuffered by her deflroying the unhappy fruit 
of her diforders ; and, accordingly, an univerfal dif- 
folutenefs of manners prevailed, even among the 
jroungefl members of this flrange nation. People 
of this charafter are not made to live in fociety 5 
and, accordingly, every family lived apart, never 
uniting but to celebrate fome feflivals,. which they 
did with rites which modefty forbids us to mention ; 
and in defence of their liberty, the only thing they 
are jealous of ; fo that they never attack any one 
on any other account. 

The country inhabited by the Lulles is fo dry, 
that for feveral months together they have no 
water, but what they receive diredtly from the 
clouds ; or find in water melons, whofe feeds they 
fow in great plenty j and in a certain root they 
call Tacoly which fupplies them ,with large quan- 
tities of that ufeful element. The flefh of this 
root is white, and has a very agreeable tafle j at 
leafl, they think fo. 

Such was the nation, which Father Barfena 
flattered himfelf with being able to gain Qver to the 
golpel, on his hearing that there were already 

fome 


OF PARAGUAY. 213 

(pme chriftians among them ; and he, accordinglyt 
entered their country with that zeal, which had 
been (o fuccefsful among others, when* Father Juan 
Fontc, a new fuperior lately arrived from Peru with 
Father Baptifte Agnafco, recalled him to Tucuman 
on the report of his health ajid his ftrength being 
greatlj impaired, and the LuUes having, befides, 
confpired to take away Jiis life. He was, after- 
wards, ordered to h^t at St. Michael, which lay 
in his way, while the fuperior himfelf, with Father 
Angulo his predeceflbr, took up his poft near the 
Red River in the diftrift of the Conception. 

It was the adelantade Don Alphonfo de Vera, 
who had formed the projeft of this miflion, with 
a view of collecting, in the neighbourhood of this 
city, as many of the natives of Chaco, as he pof- 
fibly could, in order to form them into towns, and 
by that means facilitate their total converfion. 
Nothing could be better contrived than this plan 5 
and, if it had been purfued, half the inhabitants of 
Chaco would have been chriftians thefe feveral years 
paft. But the great fcarcity of miffionaries, and, 
.ftill more, the fcandalous lives of the ancient 
chriftians, their avarice, and their crqelty, made it 
mifcarry, in fpite of all the Adelantade could do to 
make it fucceed. The Indians neareft to the Con- 
ception were a roving nation, called Frontones by 
the Spaniards, from a cuftom they have of pluck- 
ing up, by the roots, all the hair on the fore part 
of their heads, fo as to make their foreheads appear 
higher by one half than they really are. 

Of the feveral tribes compofing this nation, the 
lead barbarous were the Mataras or Matarmes ; and 
it was by them, chiefly, the adelantade intended to 
begin his laudable fcheme of feciiring the friend- 
Ihip of all the Indians fubjeft to his government, 
by the bonds of religion, in as much as feveral of 
them had been already baptized, probably by St, 
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Francis Solano, or fome of the companions of hi* 
3poftlclhip •, though there fcarce remained a"" 
mong them the leaft traces of the chriftian reli-. 

gion. ^ . 

Don Alphonfo de Vera gave the mifliona- 

^^ r;es a vj^ry kind reception; but, as he was in 
haftc to have all the Mataranes chriftians, he couI4 
not be latisfied with their prefence ; and, therefore,^ 
entreated father Fonte to fend for the Fathers Ag- 
nafco and Barfena, It is incredible, what anumber 
of fouls thefe four labourers gained over to Jefusi 
Chrift in lefs than twelve months, thoygh a great 
part of it was ncceflarily fpent in learning thei^^ 
Ungu^e. This fuccefs determined them to pene- 
trate further into this barbarous country. But, ot\ 
the reprefentations of the Spaniards, that the peo- 
ple they intended to go i^i queft pf were no way 
diipofed to receive them, it was refolved that Fa- 
ther Fonte and Father Angulo fliould ftay behind, 
Don Alphonfoordered a party of foldiers, command- 
ed by his brother Don Francis de Vera, .to efcor^ 
the other two, in fpite of all they could fay to pre- 
vent it J foif they apprehended that this precaution 
would fpoil ^11 their meafures ; and it happened 
accordii^ly* The Mogojnas, the moft unlet tied and 
diffolute nation among the Frontones, artfully fur- 
prized this detachment -, and murdered every foul of 
them, their commander not excepted ; upon which, 
the adelantade being refolved torevengehis brother'^ 
death, a war enfued, which deprived the miffionaries 
erf" all hopes of fucceeding in their undertaking, and 
made them fet out in fearch of fome other opportu- 
iiity to exercife thartunftions to. advantage. Accord- 
ingly, after making fome excurfions in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Conception without finding any 
patiori difjpofedto liftento them, they crofTed the Riq 
delaPlata, and marched along the banks-of itto5^/»/ 
y^bn de Corrientesj a little tp>yn lately founded j uij 
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above the confluence of the Paraguay and the Pa- 
rana, where the Spaniards and fome IndiacTs in the 
neighbourhood had invited them, and amply re* 
warded their trouble in coming, by making the 
proper ofe of their ftay amongft them. 

In the mean time, the provincial of tJxe 
593- jefuits of Peru recalled Father Fonte -, and 
lent Father Romero to fucceed him as fuperior in 
Paraguay ; and, along with him, the Fathers Galpar 
de Monroy, Juan Viana, and Marcello Lorencana. 
The firft thing Father Romero did on his arrival in 
Tucuman, was to give up a piece of ground, 
that had been made a prefent of to his predeceflbr 
near Salta, for the fabfiftence of the miffionaries,of 
the company who -had no other funds to depend 
upon. His reafons for talcing this ftep were ; 
firft, that his religious were too few to fettle in 
any place, and make any thing of fuch an acqui- 
sition ; and, fecondly, this piece of ground could ' 
not be turned to any account, but by procuring 
Indians to cultivate it ; and he did not chufe to 
authorize, by his example, the crying abufe of per- 
gonal fervices. He then thought proper to dif- 
tribute his miflionaries among thofe places, where 
he imagined their labours might be attended with 
moft fuccefs. He ordered the Fathers de Ortega 
and Filds to remain among the Guaranis ; fent the 
Fathers Angulo and Viana to Santiago •, and 
named the Fathers Agnafco arid de Monroy for aa 
expedition among the Omaguaeas^ a nation efta- 
foliihed on tha frontiers of Tucuman and Peru, 
As to himfelf, he fixed upon no particular place, in 
order to be always the readier to run where ever 
his afliftance might be moft wanting. 

The Omaguacas were a very fierce and favage 
people, who, after receiving the gofpel, and fub- 
mitting tb the crown of Spain, had renounced Jefus 
Cbnft 5 thrown off the (panilh yokej murdered their 
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miffionaries ; maffacred all the Spaniards they, could 
lay their hands pnjtwicp deftroyedthetownof Jujuy ^ 
and, for thirty years paft, were perpetually making 
irruptions into this part of Tucuman, which, ip con- 
fequence of their depredations, was become a mere 
delart. To oppofe a dyke fo this prrent, the gp-r 
vernor of the province refolved to begin by rebuild- 
ing the town of Jujuy, and putting it, to the beft of 
his powef, in a refpeftable condition, Don Fran- 
cifco die Arganprez, whom hie had charge^ with this 
commiffion, after fufficiently juftifying the choice 
that had beenmade of him, took the field ; rendered 
the Spaniards, in their turn, formidable to the 
Omaguacas •, difpofed the Indians to receive mijT- 
fionarics •, and reftpred tranquility to the province, 
not only on this fide, but on that of Chapq^ 

It w^s two years, however, before he could 
truft to their mercy the miffionaries commiffioned 
p bring back thefe Indians to the wprfhip of the 
true God ; but they had enough to do elfewhere, 
during this interval. On the other hand, the Fa-" 
thers Barfena and Lorencana no fooner arrived at 
the Aflumption, than they embarked on the Para- 
guay, in order to remount th^t river, and ellablifh 
a miffion as far to the north as itwas poflible. They 
fpent four months in this voyage ; and had fo mucl^ 
reafon to be fatisfied with the docility of the Indi- 
ans they yifited, that, though, by the time they got 
back to the Aflumption, they were quite exhaufted 
with ficknefs and fatigue, they would ha\e fet out 
immediately, to finifh what they had fo happily 
.tegun, if Father Romero, whp >yas.^lready arrive^ 
there, 1» ad not detained them. 

Father Romerp's errapd to the Afilimption 
was to examine,* in perfon, what lervices could be 
(done to religion in the province of Rio dela Plata •, 
^nd he intended to make but a very fliort ftay in it. 
But he foon found more work on his hands than 

he 
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Jic, at firft, expedted. This, ho>yever, he had np 
reafon to repent. All 4ii§ pnterprizes for the fal- 
vation of foujs wer^e crowped with fuccefi* But 
that, which moft endeared him to the inhabitants, 
wa? his reconciling the fecular clergy of fhe dio-f 
pefe, with the vic^r generaj who governed it 
while the fee \yas vacant, ^t a time that the mif- 
imderftanding between them was gn the point of 
iDrealcing out jnto a fcandalous rupture^ He, aftcr- 
ward$^ ma4e fome ejccurfions into the towns of the 
Guaranis, th^t lay nearef): to iche city ; and acquired 
the affediop pf fhe Indian:? to fuch a degree^ 
that, at his return to the Afluniptjon, the inhabi- 
tants vied with each of her, who fhould give him 
the firft and greaceft marks of/ the higheft eftecm 
and the fincereft confidence. , The nobility, more- 
over, and the magiftrates, taking it into their feri- 
ous confideration^ what they might reafonably ex-^^ 
pe<Jt from fix or feyen religions, who, though they 
had fcarc.e time fo Ihew themfelves in thel^ pro- 
vinces, had fo intirely changed the face of thefi> 
in regard to religipn and good manners, thought, 
that, in order never po want fuch valuable labour- 
ers, they could nop do better t^an give them a 
folid eftablifhment ia the capital. 
. After deliberating, therefore, on this affair, 
without their knowledge, they took a refolution to 
write to the king, the igcnerpJ of the company, 
4nd the provincial of Peru, to obtaip their confcnt 
for erefting a college of Jefuits at the Affumption, 
and a fufficient q umber of religious |o fill all the 
charges of one. They even went further. For, 
,^s they m^de no doubt of receiving a favourable 
^anfwcr to their letters, they immediately bought, 
with the public money, a fpot of ground for a 
houfe and a church to ftand upon ; and f^thpr 
P^omero, in fpice of his reluctance to accept of an 
pftablifh'ment^ as he judged it rather premature, 
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was obliged to comply, till the further pleafurc of 
his catholic majcfty, and of his general, fhould be 
known. The work, therefore, was immediately fet 
about. The inhabitants, the women of the beft 
families not excepted, would put a hand to it ; and 
they fpared no expence, though the fuperior did all 
that lay in his power to moderate their zeal* The 
only anfwer he could obtain to all his reprefen- 
tations was, that what they did, they did it for Jefus 
Chrift ; and, of courfe, ought not to be afraid of do- 
ing too much. At length, the houfe was finifhed 
in 1595 ; and, though the church ftill wanted fome- 
thing, the blefled facrament was placed there in a 
decent and becoming manner. 

This great liking to the Jefuits wis 
*594"5' chiefly owing to the facility, with which 
dicy were known to handle the minds of the .mod 
ontradlablc of thofe Indians who farrounded the 
Spaniards ; and againft whom all force, and all 
fiiir means tried by any other mediators, had been 
hitherto found a very weak defence. The Indians, 
on the Other hand, flattered themfelves, that the 
Spaniards might be prevailed upon by men, for 
^ whom they expreflfed fo much efteem, to treat 
them better than they had hitherto done. This» 
fhcir own interefl: fliould have engaged the Spa- 
niards to do ; for paft experience had fufficiently 
proved, that the only way to eftablifli themfehres 
ioKdly among fo many nations, jealous of their 
liberty, was to better their condition. But fuch 
was their infatuation, that, in a fliort time, they be- 
gan to think ill of thofe very men, whom they 
had fo lately been crying up to the fkies, as pat- 
terns of every virtue ; and that merely for pleading. 
the caufe of thofe Indians, without whole friend- 
ihip, as will afterwards appear, it was impoflfible 
for the Spaniards to live in the country. 
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Father Monroy, with a layrbrothcr Jefqit, cal^ 
led Juan de Toledo, had, at length, reached the 
Omaguacas, and found fo little difficulty in gain-, 
ing their attention, that five tpwns foon applied 
for inftruftion, and were fpeedily followed by fo 
many others, that notliin'g now remiined, in order 
to eftablilh the kingdom of Jefos Chrift among the 
Omaguacas, but to reduce one of their Caciques, 
called Piltipicon, who, having been baptized in hi$ 
infancy, had renounced the gofpel, and rendered 
the Spaniards all the evil he pretended to have re- 
ceived from them ; maflacring their priefts ; burn- 
ing^ their churches •, and ravaging their fettle- 
ments. Father Monroy, therefore, armed with 
^11 that confidence which Jefus Chrift has fo 
much recommended to the preachers of his got- 
pel, refolved to reduce, if poflible, this terrible 
Cacique ; and fet out, alone, to confer with hinu 
As foon as he caihe into the chief's prefence, he 
told him^ that the good wifhes he entertained for 
his real happinefs had made him defpife the ter- 
rors of an almoft certain death, in order to engage 
him to think iferioufly of his welfare* ** Bur, 
then, added he, you cannot expeft much honour 
by taking away the life of a naked nian. If, con- 
trary to my expeftation, ytou will confent to liften 
to me, all the advantage of our converfation will 
be yours; whereas, if I die by your haads, aa 
immortal crown in heaven will be my reward.** 

Piltipicon was fo amazed, or rather foftcn- 
cd by the miffionary*s boldnefe, that he prefcnt-t 
ed him with a kind of beer, which the Oma- 
guaca women make with Maiz wellgrouijd be- 
tweeji their teeth; and, however naufeous this^ 
liquor appeared to the miflionary, he drank feme of 
it. He then alked Piltipicon's leave to penetrate 
further into the country to preach Jefus Chrift^ 
Yfith fpm? provifions for his journey* Piltipicon 
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civilly granted every, thing he aflced j and the mif. 
fionary found every where the fame docility he had 
hitherto experienced, and made the fame fuc- 
cefsful ufe of it. He afterwards returned to Pil-i 
tipicon i and managed him fo dexteroufly, that he 
prevailed upon him to make peace with the Spa- 
niards on conditions, which he firft fettled, and 
the governor of Tucuman afterwards ratified and 
confirmed. 

, The news of this treaty filled the pro- 
^^^ * vince with joy, and procured father Mon- 
roy, from every quarter, praifes and thanks, to 
which, however, he was altogether infenfible, as, 
while the Cacique refufed to return under the yoke 
of the gofpel, he could entertain no reafonable 
hopes of being able to convert all his nation. It 
was not long, before a report prevailed, that 
Pikipicon thought nothing of the peace to which 
be had fworn, and had even confpired with another 
apoltate Cacique, to ruin, a third time, the town 
of Jujuy ; and, though this report had no foun-. 
dation, the governor of Jujuy thought proper to 
put it out of the power of the Caciques to hurt 
him ; and having then found means to 'draw them 
into the place, fecured their perfons. 

This was enough to render the Omaguacas ir- 
fcconcileable •, but father Agnafco, who very for- 
tunately happened to be then ai Jujuy, and father 
Monroy, who haftened back to it, on the firft 
notice he received of the governor's behaviour, 
repaired all the mifchief that had been done. 
The two prifoners were fet at liberty •, kindly ufed 
JDy the 'inhabitants J and, after fome friendly confer- 
ences with the governor, terminated all differ- 
ences by a fincere return to the gofpel. The whole 
nation foon followed their example. Soon after, the 
juiffionaries, thinking it abfolutely requtlite to re-r 
inovc them from that part of the country they 
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now occupied, as it could not be reafonably cx- 
peded they fhould long remain there without their 
neighbours attempting to feduce them ; the new ' 
chriftians confented to this tranfmigration with 
more readinels than could at firft be well expedted 
from them ; and followed their fpiritual fathers to 
a fpot nearer Tucuman, where a zealous fecular 
prieft, who underftood their language perfedly 
well, was appointed to govern them. ' 

This event was foon followed by the deaths of 
father Barfena, in Peru ; and father Salonio, at the 
Affumption; the lofs of whom was iiiimediately felt, 
though their places were foon filled up by others ; 
the call for evangelical labourers encreafing in 
thefe provinces, in a much greater proportion, 
than it was poffible4:o fupply it. That of Guayra, 
efpecially, was become, from day to day, more 
difpofed to receive the golpel, through the 
indefatisable zeal of Father Filds and Father de 
Ortega, who, for eight years paft, could almoft 
number their days by the flocks of infidels they 
brought home to the fold of the fovereign paftor 
of fouls. It is true, this fuccefs coft them fuch 
labour and fatigue, as one would be apt to ima- \ 
gine, far exceeded the ftrength of the human frame. 
The journeys, alone, which they were often ob- 
liged to undertake in. quell of the ' infidels, were 
fufficient to damp any zeal lels than that which . 
animated them. Of this truth the following is a 
ftriking inftance. 

As Father de Ortega was once crolTing, in com- 
pany with his catechift, and fome Neophytes and 
Catechumens, a plain between two rivers, of which 
one falls into the Paraguay, and the other into the 
Parana, both fuddenly fv/elled to fuch a . degree, 
that all the lands between them became, almoft in- 
ftantaneneoufly, one vaft fea. Nothing, they fay, is 
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inore common in this country, than iuch TuddeH 
inundations; which are, moreover, too irregular 
to admit of any precaution being taken againft 
them. The miffionary, therefore, was not much 
furprized at the prefent ; and thought he might 
cfcape,by travelling, for fomc time, up to his waift 
in water, as he had often before been obliged 
to do -, but he foon loft ground ; and was forced/ 
in order to fave his life, to climb up a tree* 
The Indians, who accompanied him, did the 
fame ; but, as they had not precaution enough to 
chufc the higheft trees, the water foon reached 
them. The Father, more fortunate or provident^ 
was fafe enough upon his, with his catechift^ when 
the cries of his children^ who were endeavouring to 
fatten upon the higheft branches, and were ex- 
haufted with fatigue, pierced him to the heart. 

The waters ftill continued to fwell; and, as the 
travellers had no provifions about them, they were 
m the moft evident danger, either of perilhing 
with hunger, or dropping, through faintncfs, into 
the water, and being drowned. While the-miffion-, 
ary was making thefe melancholy refleftions, there 
came on a fhower attended with thunder and light* 
ning, and a very impetuous wind, which contributed 
greatly to increafe the horrors of their dreadfuMitu- 
ation. Befides, the furface of the water was co- 
vered with tigers, lions, and feveral other ravenous 
beafts J and even ferpents and vipers, which the 
inundation had likewife furprized. At length, one 
of thefe reptiles, of an enormous fize, fattened 
uononeof the branches of the tree, where Fa- 
ther de Ortega was perched ; and the miflionary 
every minute expefted to be devoured by the 
monfter j when, the branch it was on happily 
breaking, it fell back into the water, and .turned 
another way. 

The travellers had now been two days in this 
dreadful fituation, the ftorm continuing all the 
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time, and the waters rifing rather than falling i 
when, about midnight, the miffionary perceived^ 
by means of the flaflies that filled the heavens, <me 
of his Indians fwimming towards him by the fame 
light ; and crying out, as foon as he was near 
enough to be heard, that three Catechumens' and 
three chriftians were on the point of expiring ; arid 
moft earneftly requefted his affiftance. Upon this. 
Father de Ortega, having firft tied his catecliift to 
the tree, the poor man being no longer in a con- 
dition to fupport himfelf, and then confeffed him, 
threw himfelf into the water to follow the Indian 
who came to call him ; and, in fpite of [the waves, 
and the branches of trees, moft of them covered 
all over with thorns, one of which ran quite 
through his thigh, he reached the catechumens, 
whom he found hanging by their arms to the 
branches ; he baptized them in that pofture ; and, 
the next moment, had the mortification of feeing 
them fall into the water, where it was impoiliblc 
to fave them from drowning. He then haftened 
to the three Neophytes, two of whom perifhed a 
few moments after. 

Having thus performed his office, he fet out 

for his tree, and got to it very feafonably for his 

eatechift, who had uow the water up to his neck. 

He immediately untied the poor man, and helped 

him as well as he could to a higher branch. That 

very evening the waters began to fubfide ; and, as 

foon as the Father could put his foot on the ground, 

he fet out to vifit his fellow travellers that he had 

left alive. In the mean time, his thigh, where the 

thorn ftill remained, had fwelled to fuch a degree, 

that, after he had taken a. few fteps, the Indians 

were obliged to carry him to Villarica to be dreffed ; 

but he got there too late to exp^eft a perfeft cure ; 

fo that, after two and twenty years that he furvived 

this accident, his wound, which could never be 

per- 
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perfeftly clofcd^ gave him, from time to time, th^ 

greateft uneafmeis. He foon, however, refumed 
is fundions ; apd was , called back with Father 
Filds to the Aflumption, where Father Lorencana^ 
who had remained alone there, could no longer an- 
fwer all the calls of the inhabitants. 

Father Romero, in the mean time, during eigh^ 
teen months that he fpent at Santafe^ had endear- 
ed himfelf greatly to both Spaniards and Indians ; 
and fo much to the former, that they wrote to the 
provincial of the Jefuits in Peru, to offer him a 
houfe in their town. But, though there arrived, the 
year following, a new reinforcement cf miflionaries 
from that kingdom, it was not poflible to fix any of 
them there. Thefuperior, who had repaired to 
Tucuman to receive the new miflionaries, undertook 
in company with Father JohnDario, an Itahan, and 
brother John Rodriguez, a miffion in tlie city of 
Corduba. Though the inhabitants, at iirft, treated 
them very coolly, on account of fbme umbrage they 
had taken at them ; on knowing them better, they 
offered them a houfe and a chapel very conveni- 
ently fituated ; and, foon after,^ the magiftrates, 
finding that the chapel was too fmall to contain the 
crowds that flocked to it, ordered the plan of a 
church to be traced out, and immediately put men 
to work at the foundation. The Indians in the 
neighbourhood, who had been inftrufted by the 
Fathers de Ortega and Barfena, being informed by. 
Father Romero and his companions, who went to 
pay them a vifit, that a church was now building 
at Corduba, large enough to receive them, when 
there fliould be no miflionaries to fend to them^ im- 
mediately offered to tranfport all the materials ne- 
ceflTary to finilh it ; and their offer being accepted, 
it wa$ foon happily finilhed. 
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f 6^^ 'Father Romero made no ftay at Cordu- 
' ba ( but fet out,r with Father Monroy, to 
cany the light of the gofpel among the Diaguites^ 
who ifye near the fouthern extremity of Tucuman. 
Thcfe Indians, lefs addifted to drunkennefs tha» 
their neighbours j had conceived a very great cl^ 
teem for the jefuits, of whom they had heard, a- 
mong other things, that they did all that lay ii^ 
their power to hifider the Indians from being ill 
ufed ; and this happy prevention had given hopei 
to a fpaniih gentlenian, called John de Abreu^ 
whofc father had been governor of Tucumaft, that, 
if he made his appearance among them, along 
with the Fathers of the company, he would find it 
an eafy matter to civilize them* The miffionaries^ 
on their fidCj who ktiew but little of the language 
of thefe people, or the road to their country, were 
overjoyed to find, in a man of his rank both a guide^ 
and an interpreter, that could not fail of render- 
ing their miniftry ftill more refpeftable^ And it 
happened accordingly. They were almoft every 
where very well received, and very attentively liC- 
tened to, till the king's lieutenant at Salta inter- 
fered with their labours, through a falfe zeal for 
the welfare of his fpaniih fellow fubjedts. 
/J Trtis officer, (who had, it is probable, 

received from the governor of the province 
a general order, to engage all the new chrilliana 
to acknowledge the king of Spain for their fove- 
reign,) having heard of the many converfions 
wrought among the Diaguites, imagined he fhould 
find no difficulty in making them confent to every 
thing prefcribed them ih the name, and for the fer- 
vice, of his majefty. He, therefore, ordered them, 
without any further cerem.ony, to fend a certain 
number of labourers to Salta. This proceeding 
both furprized and eXafperated the Diaguites to 
Vol. I R fuch 
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fuch a degree, {hat the fathers, after fome parleys 
with them to very little purpofe, thought it pru- 
dent to retire to Corduba till a more favourable op-i - 
portunity. 
^ The next year. Father Paez having ar- 

^ ' rived at Saka, with a commiflion from the 
general of the jefuits tovifit all the houfes of his 
order in this part of the world, he immediately after 
his arrival, called together all the mifliontaries dif- 
-perfed over the province of Tucuman, and that of 
Rio de la Plata, which ftill comprehended the dif- 
trift fince feparated from it by the name of the 
province of Paraguay. After conferring fepa- 
rately with every one of them, he affembled them 
in council, in order to fix, in concert with them, 
upon fome^iniform method to be obfervedin preach- 
ing the gofpel to fo many different and diftant na^ 
tions i as uniform a method, at lead, as the fitua^ 
tioji of places, ^ and other circumftances would 
admit. 

He began by telling them', that he did not ap- 
prove their rambling millions from one extremity 
of thofe vaft provinces to another, as little ftrefs, 
he thought, could be laid on rapid converfions ; 
which, befides, their being too often the fruit of 
a fudden emotion, it was impoffible to perfeft, in 
the fmall Ipace of time allowed ^or them y that 
of this tliere was a very ftriking inftance in the 
apoftlefhip of the holy Father Francis Solano, ftill 
living, of whofe labours, though he had vifited 
every part of Tucuman, and a great part of Chaco, 
and converted in both a vafi number of infidels, 
therie fcarce remained any traces, on account of his 
having no where made any fixed fettlement. He 
then obferved, that it was with the feed of the got 
pel, as with that committed to the earth, which, after 
being fown, required feveral other operations, and 
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the moft: conftant attention, before the produce of it 
/could be gathered into the barn* 
' Though thofe, to whom this difcourfe was ad* 
dreffed, were, in the main, of the fame opinion 
with Father Pacz, they could not, amorjg other 
things, help reprelenting to him, that it was 
their duty to go wherever the bilhops, or thofe 
who governed the vacant diocefes, required 
them ; that, befides, perfons engaged in this way 
of life were not always matters ofthemfelve:^, but 
obliged to follow the fecret impulfes of providence 
for the falvation of certain predeftinated fouls ; that 
their courfes were, moreover, authorized by the 
many miracles, wrought- by Father Francis Solano 
in his tranfitions from place to place ; and that j after 
all, the miflions they had made were very far from 
being ufelefs, fince they had thereby acquired a fuf- 
ficient knowledge of the country, and of the vari- 
ous difpofitions of the feveral nations, to whom* 
they were to preach the gofpel. Each, after this, 
propofed what he thought was beft to be done, con- 
fidering the.prefent fituation of affairs in* the vaft 
country, where they had undertaken to eftablifh 
the chriftian religion on the ruins of idolatry. 

The vifiter then drew up fome regulations for 
the c(5ndu6tof his brethren in thefc provinces. The 
firft was, to leave to 'the jefuits of Brazil all the 
Country to the eaft' of the Paraguay and Rio dela 
Plata, as that kingdom lay more convenient^ and 
was more in a condition than Peru, to fupply it 
with miflionarics ; and fuch miflionaries would, 
befides, come there mafters of the language moft 
current among the ijcihabitants. This projeft *no 
fooner got wind, than all the Spaniards of Tucu- 
man approved it, and moft of the towns wrote to 
the general of the company for jefuits, with offers 
to build and endow colleges for them, 
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But it was quite othcrwifc at the AflUmption, 
which, as we have feen, ftancls on the eaftern banks 
of the Paraguay. The departure of the jefuits 
eftablifhed there, in order to wait o;i the vifiter at 
Salta, was very varioufly interpreted. All ima- 
gined, they were gone never to return again ; and 
fome fhewed, by their tears and their conipkints, 
how fincerely concerned they were to lolc them,, 
whilft the greateft number broke out into invec- 
tives, from which the behaviour of thefe religious 
might, one would imagine, have been fufEcient to 
exempt them. The latter gave out, that thc^ 
members of this new inftitute took no delight in 
po6r colonics ; and could only fettle, in countries 
that vfcrc rich in themfelvcs, or lay near enough 
to Peru, to be enriched by it ; that, if their zeal 
for the falvation of fouls was finccre, they would 
not turn their backs upon a country, in which they 
might eitpeft to find more opportunities, than in 
any other, of exercifing it to advantage, and in which 
nothing had been omitted to give them proofs of 
the moft entire confidence ; that, after alJ, the pro- 
mile, with which they amufed the inhabitants of the 
Aflumption of fending them Portuguefe Jefuits, 
was but a mere pretext, being highly improbable, 
that the royal council of the Indies Ihould admit into 
the ftates of his catholic majefty, miffionaries that 
were not his natural born fubjefts -, or the crown of 
Lilbon take upon itfelf the charge of fupplying with 
miflSonaries a country^ which did not belong to iu 
This was a difficulty, upon which, however obvi- 
ous. Father Paez, it feems, had not, at firft, fuf- 
ficiently refledted. However, though he did not 
immediately yield to the firft remonftrances againft 
this part of his plan, he took no fteps to carry it 
into execution ; and by that means aSbrded' his 
brethren an opportunity of making him obferve,. 

before 


OF PARAGUAY. 229 

f)cfore it was too. late, the ill confequences that 
might attend it. 

In the mean time, Father de Ortega received 
orders to repair to Lima, at five hundred leagues 
diftance, and furrender himfelf to the fupreme in* 
quifition of Peru ; and, though his laft journey 
of no Icfs than three hundred leagues, which he had 
been obliged to travel to reach Salta, had confider- 
ably cncre^ed his pains, he immediately fet out. 
But neither his prompt obedience, nor his apof- 
tolical labours in Brazil and Paraguay, could hin- 
der his being Ihut up, on his arrival^ in the prifon of 
the holy office. We may well imagine, that the news 
of this event aftonifhed all th6fe, who knew any 
thing of his indefatigable zeal. They could not 
conceive, that a man, who had done fo many heroic 
• things in the exercife pf his miniftry, and in whbfe 
favour heaven had declared itfelf by feveral mira- 
cles, could deferve to be treated like a criminal, 
eipecially in his prefent weakftateof health. He 
could not himfelf guefs what he was accufed of. 
However, the known integrity of the tribunal, 
which treated him with fo much rigour, and the 
lilence obferved by the fervant of God himfelf in 
fo mortifying a fitu^ition, hindered the public 
from pronouncing him innocent. 

He lajf five months in prifon, without being ac- 
cufed of any thing ; his judges ftill expefting, that 
he would accufe himfelf, which, as his conscience 
reproached him with nothing, it was impoflible for 
him to do. ' At the expiration of this term, his fu- 
periors obtained leave to take] him homej on condi- 
tion that they fliould deliver him up . again when 
called for ; and, in the'mean time, not permit him to 
go out of their houfe, or fay mafs, or fee any per- 
ions but tbofe of his own order j and in this con- 
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dition hefpent two years. 'At length, an aftarrivcci 
from Paraguay, which fully juftified him. This 
was a retraftation judicially made, before feveral 
witneffes ,who had figned it, by an inhabitant of 
Villarica, who had accufed him of having revealed 
his confeflion, but now declared, ojpi his death bed, 
that is was a mere calumny, invented to punifh the 
"holy man, for refufing to abfolve him but on con- 
ditions, with which, however wife andjuft, he was 
not willing' to comply. 

The prefident of tne Inquifition no fooner re- 
ceived this writing, than he, in the moft folemtt 
manner, publilhed Father de Ortega*s innocence, 
and reftored him to all his rights and privileges; 
Soon after, Don Gafpar Zunida, viceroy of Peru, 
cafthis eyes upon him as the fitteft man, in the world, 
to fend to his troublefome and dangerous neighbours 
the Chiriguanes, who had lately applied to him for 
miflionaries, and he, therefore, imagined were, at 
laft, fmcerely difpofed to embrace the gofpcK 
Though Father die Ortega confidered this appli- 
cation as no better than a ftratagem to gain time, in 
order to renew, with greater vigour, their hoftilities 
againft the Spaniards, he thought proper to comply 
with Don Gafpar's requeft •, and immediately fet out 
for th^t country, with Father Villarnao, another je- 
fuit ; and fpent two years among them; when his fu^ 
periors, finding that his zeal was thrown away^upon 
them ; and that, befides, he was quite broke down 
with fatigue, they ordered him to la Plata, where 
he died, about the year 1624, in an extreme old 
age. After he had abandoned the Chiriguanes, Fa- 
ther Auguftin Fabio, a Francifcan, attended by a 
lay brother, and fome other Spaniards, entered their 
mountains by the valley of Tarija, and was happy 
"enough to make fome converfions, and even build 
a church among th^m. But, during a journey 
he was obliged to make to la Plata, thefe bar-. 
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barians mafl^cred all the Spaniards he had brought 
with him ; drove his lay brother out of the coun- 
try ; and fo efFeftually Aut up all the avenues to 
then: mountains, that Father Fabio could never get 


among them again* 
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BOOK V. 


Jefuits invited back to the Affumption ; eftahliped ^ 

Jiuenos Ayres^ Frejh quarrds between the Spaniards 

and them^ touching the liberty of the Indians^ not- 

ftanding the conditions on which the Jefuits formed 

fettkments amongft both. King of Spain interpofes 

' Ibis authority in favour of the latter, Guaranis civili-^ 

zed and converted in great numbers by the jefuits j 

and formed into towns^ called reduSlions^ under the 

<are of theje Fathers^ but fubjeSl to the crown of 

Spain^ which accordingly fuj^orts the meafures taken 

fy thejejuits. Defer iption of the redu5lioffS> Bifhop 

of Buenos Aj/res viftts them. His letter on the occa-^ 

fion to the king of Spain. 
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g T^TOtwithftanding all the inveftives 

^' X^ fpread againft the jefuits at the Af- 
fumption, the Magiftrates of that capital, . and the 
vicar general of thediocefe, had written to the gene- 
ral of the company to complain of Father Pacz i 
and, foon after, the new bifliop of the Affumptioh, 
Pon Martin Ignatius de Loyola, formerly of the 
order of St. Francis, and nephew to the Saint of 
that name, wrote td Father Romero, that, had he 
knowp the jefuits would abjindon his diocefe, he 
liever would have accepted the government of it ; 
and, therefore, requefted him to fend them back di^ 
reftly; otherwife, he would apply to his gene- 
ral v and, if requifite, to his catholic majefty \ ancj 
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even the Pope •, to make him comply ; and he was, 
itfcems, fo much in earneft, that, he wrote to the 
general, before he could get Father Romero's an-» 
^er. This, however, proved zn unneceflary 
trouble, as Father Romero, who could never relifh 
Father Paez's fyftem, had already fent him Father 
Lorencana and Father Jofeph Cateldino ; and, foon 
after, had the pleafure of finding what he had thus 
done through his own difcretion, recommended to - 
him by his general and his provincial. 

These two miffionaries immediately fct out by 
water for the Aflumption 5 but were wrecked in 
the paflage ; and, after narrowly efcaping being 
drowned, through the boldnefs and affedion of 
their Indian companions, who refcued them from 
the waves with the greateft difficulty, and at the 
hazard of their own lives, they were on the point 
of perifhing with hunger, when they providentially 
dilcovered the biftiop going down the river to 
Buenos Ayres. This prelate, who little expe&ed 
to meet thofe he fb much longed for, embraced 
them tenderly ; entertained them in the beft man- 
ner he was able *, gave them one ofhis barks loaded 
with provifions, to continue their journey ; and, at 
parting, conferred on them all thepowcr he could to 
the utmoft limits of hisjurifdidtion, which as yet 
extended to the fea. The inhabitants of the AC- 
iwmption received them, likewife, with the greateft 
refped: and affedtion. But it was not long before 
they met with (bme ofthofc contradictions^ which 
Jefus Chrift ordered his apoftles to confider as a 
fure mark of their being his fervants. 

They had, it feems, declared too openly in fa- 
vour of the Indians, and againft the abufe the Spa-> 
niards made of the commandes, to ^oy much 
longer the good will and confidence of thofe, whom 
the moft alarming experience could not convince^ 
how much it was their intereft to treat the natives of 
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the country in a more gentle and equitable man* 
neh But what is to the laft degree furprizing^ 
their diilike broke out on occafion of an event, 
which fhbold have produced a quite contrary ef- 
tt&. Some Indians, who were fettled on the 
hanks of the Paraguay, and had been given in 
command, roie up, and maflacred feveral Spa- 
mards* The news of this having reached the 
capital in the governor's abfence, the officer, who 
commanded in his place,^ fet out with a party of 
fcldier^ to chaftize them. But changing his mind 
<m the road, for what reafbn we are not told, he 
fell upon' fome other Indians, whom he found un- 
armed, though they were allies to the Spaniards, 
and had always been faithful to them -, treated 
them like enemies ; loaded a great number of 
them with chains ; led them, as it were, in triumph 
to the capital ^ and ibid them for (laves to the beft 
ladder. 

. Father Lorencana thought himfelf bound 
not to pafe over in filence (o crying an ad of in* 
juftice ; and, finding that his private remonftrances 
€0 the fellers and the buyers of the pretended cap- 
tives, made no impreffion on them, got into the 
pulpit V and openly threatened them with the anger 
of heaven, if they did not immediat^ely fet the poor 
Indians at liberty. Upon this, the treaforer of the 
cathedral, who happened to be prefent, filenced him 
directly, and cc^nmanded him to leave the church. 
Father Lorencana obeyed without betraying the 
ieaft concern } ' and this unexpected moderation 
ftruck the audience fo much, that a buzz of in* 
dignation immediately arofe among rthem againft 
f he treafurer, who, troubled and confounded at 
this mark of their difapprobauon, could fcarce 
QOmpofe himfelf enough to own publickly, that he 
had done wrong to infult an honeft man, barely for 
being bold enough to do his duty. 

This 
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This confcffion, extorted perhaps by fear, lyas 
fucceeded by violent agitations, which hindered him 
from enjoying, by day or night, a moment's repofej 
and terminated in convulfions, favouring of mad-- 
neis, in which he expired. Other Ihocking cir* 
cumftances were related of his tragical end, which, 
though I dare not aver them, as being founded 
merely on popular rep6rt, were fo firmly believed 
by the multitude, that this event contributed more 
to the enlargement of the captives, than the moft 
pathetic exhortations of the millioparies. But^ 
though this aflfair terminated, ill appearance, to the 
advantage of the Jefuits, it was not long before 
they difcovered in the minds of the inhabitants, a 
leaven of diflike, which has been ever fiqce coit- 
ftafitly fermenting ; and has, as we (hall iee here- 
after, often fhewed itfelf by the moft furprizing 
cflfcfts. • ' ' 

, ' Two or three years after this happened, 
5"/' Father Diego de Torrez arrived from 
Rome, in quality of Provincial of Chili and j?a- 
raguay ; and, as he came by the way of Peru, 
vifited, on his road, the Omaguacas, that had been 
already converted to the faith; and paffed through 
Jujuy and Salta, whofe inhabitants applied to him 
for colleges. But, though he brought a rein- 
forcement of fifteen Jefuits with him, he ' had not 
enough for thaf purpofe; and was, therefore, 
obliged to cxcufe himfelf from complying witk 
their requeft, till the arrival of another fupply of 
fpiritual recruits. From Salta, he repaired with 
his flock»to Santiago, where Don Francis Treco^ 
the bifhop ; Don Francis de Ribera, the governor 
of the province ; and, in a word, all^the inhabii- 
tants received them with the greateft teftimonies cf 
refpeft and affeftion. The bifhop, in, particular, 
among many other obliging things, publicly de- 
clared in his cathedral, that, had the report lately 
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Ijpread of the company's intentions to abandon 
thefe provinces proved true, he would have re- 
nounced his bifhoprick, to fave himfelf the concern^ 
of feeing perifk, for want of fpiritual afliftance, 
fo many fouls purchafed with the precious blood 
of Jefus Chrift. The biihop had the more reafon 
to fpeak in this manner, as the pK)vincial, in pre- 
fcnting his children to him, told him, that it was 
the general's intention, that they fhould be intirely 
at his difpofal. 
>j J. The year after this, eight Jefuits, fent by. 
the general of their order, and defrayed by 
' the king Spain, landed at Buenos Ayres, where 
the inhabitants, , apprized of their coming, had ex- 
pefted them wit h the greateft impatience, and re- 
tained fome of them with a view of founding a 
college. This port, it feems, had already begon 
to flourilh by commerce ; for, thou/jh the king of 
Spain had not opened it for ftrangers, feveral 
foreign veffels put in there from time to time, as 
if driven by ftrefe of weather, or upon fome fuch 
other pretext'; were well received ; and carried on a 
trade equally beneficial to themfelves and the in-- 
habitants. 

All this time, the Indians neareft to the city, 
many of whom were of almoft gigantic ftature, 
continued in their primitive favagenefs; killing 
without mercy all the Spaniards they could lay 
their hands on ; ib that not one of the inhabitants 
dared to fhew his face at any diftance from the 
town. Some of thefe Indians had, it is true, been 
reduced ; and might have Been gained over to 
chriftianity, or at leaft prepared to liften to the 
lirft miffionaries, that could be fent to them, had 
they not been condemned to perfonal fervice, which 
rendered abortive fome few attempts made to con- 
vert them. At length; however, the inhabitants 
cxpefted to fee fo defirable a conqueft effefted by 
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the Jefuits lately arrived among them. But it 
was too late to recover, by mildnels and perfiia- 
jRon, barbarians, whom fuperior force alone kept 
within bounds. Befides, the miffionatries, thought • 
it woijld be lofing their time, to, preach to v them 
a God full of goodnefs and mercy, while thofe, 
who made profeffion of ferving the fame Gpd, re- 
tained them ih the moft cruel flavery. ,.■ 

The Jefuits, therefore, propofed to the inhabit 
tants to lighten the yoke of thefe unhappy creatures, 
in ordei' to difpofe them to receive the gofpel j 
but they took offence at this propofal. The Spa- 
hiards of Tucuman, who had lately given the 
Jefuits among them fo promifing a reception, and 
thereby, in appearance, authorized them to make 
the fame reprefentations, carried things to far 
greater lengths. Their provincial, at his return 
from Chili in the courfe of his vifitatioh, having 
ftopt at Corduba to fettle a novicclhip lately form- 
ed there, which already began to fill pretty fall, 
thought it his diity, when ail the buildings were 
finifhed, not to difmifs, without payment, the In- 
dians, who, to the great furprize of all the in- 
habitants, had been moft prodigal of their fweat 
and/ labour in erefting them. , 

The inhabitants foon gave him to underftahd, 
that this ad of juftice appeared of dangerous con- 
fequence to them -, and, finding it was impoffible • 
to perfuade him, that he had done amifs, flattered 
themfelves they might fucceed better by with- 
holding their alms, which were as yet, in a manner, 
the only thing he and his brethren had to live on ; 
but here, too, they were deceived. Providence, 
upon which, fathtr Torrez relied a great de^il more 
than' on any human affiftance, did not abandon 
him. He then undertook to awaken by his words, 
as he had already done by his example, the con- 
fcicnces of the inhabitants in regard to the in- 
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juftice and cruelty, with which they treated the Iit^ 
dians ; and, as he faw his reafons made no impref- 
fion upon them, concluded by publickly threaten- 
ing them with the anger of tKe Almighty, and that 
of his catholic majefly, of whole intentions, in thij 
relpeft, they could not be ignorant. 

These threats werie- foon, in fome meafure, ac- 
complifhed. A fuddcn and unexpefted inundation 
laid the town under water, and deftroyed part of its 
buildings, which at that time were not very folid \ 
ah impetuous llorm of rain and thunder ravaged 
the country j a plague fucceeded, and fwept away 
a great number of the inhabitants. Thefe, almoft 
indubitable, marks of the anger of heaven made 
fome impreffion on thofe, who were not as yet quite 
loft to all fcntiments of religion and humanity \ 
but a far greater number obftinately perfifted in 
their wickednefs ; and even grew more inveterate 
againft thejefuits, who ceafcd not to upbraid them 
with it. They cut off, as much as poffible, the 
ufual fupply of provifions ; and, at laft reduced 
them to a fmall quantity of maiz, left in their gra- 
nary, and fome other vegetables their garden af- 
forded. ' ■ 

All this time, the jefuits continued to plead^ 
with unlhaken conftancy, the caufe of the poor 
opprefled Indians ; and Father de Torrez, at his 
departure from Corduba to vifit the other houfes 
of his order, recommended, above all things, to the 
jefuits he left behind him, to place their confi- 
dence in him alone, whofe interefts they defended. 
They did fo, anci providence did not forfake them. 
For, though the procurator received from him, at 
his departure, but eighty crowns to maintain a nu- 
merous community, he found, that, in the eight 
fucceeding months, he fpent eight hundred, with- 
out borrowing a penny, or being able to tell from 
what quarter he had received the furplus. 
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The perfecution which Father Torrez had fuf^ 
fered at Corduba foUowed him to Saiujago-r The 
inhabitants of this town concluded from what they 
had heard of his tranfadions in favoOT of the In- 
dians of Chili ahd the neighbourhood of Corduba, 
that it was in vidn to expeft any indulgence from 
hioi on this head. Thus prejudiced againfl: thefe 
fathers, they made no fcruple of publickly af- 
firming, that the jefuits had not been accufed, with- 
out reafon, of troubling people's confci^nces by^ 
filling them with groundle& fcruples ; that it was 
impoffible the fpirit of God Ihould infpire fuch {c- 
verity, which, no doubt, fcrved only to cover ibmc 
fhameful views of intereil and ambition ; that thefe 
P'athers could have no other defign, in endearing 
themfelves to the Indians, thar that of becomingt 
themfelves, matters of them ; and enjoying, alone, 
all the fruits of their fcrvice -, that it was for this 
purpofe they had engaged the king and the coun- 
cil of the Indies to publifh thofe edifts, upon which 
they built fo much, and of which they would fooa 
avail themfelves to amafs treafures to the prejudice 
of the reft of his majefty*s fubjefts. The moll 
moderate faid, that it was, perhaps, doing injuftice 
to the private Fathers of the company to blame 
them on the occafion, as it was probable they only 
, a6led by orders from their fupcrior, whofe turbu- 
lent and reftiefs fpirit had, all on a fudden, banifhed 
that hapf>y union and tranquility they enjoyed be- 
fore his arrival ampngft them. 

It was in vain for the Fathers to anfwer, that^ 
before any of them load appeared in this province^ 
the Emperor Charles V, and Philip II, his fiac- 
ceflbr to the throne of $pain, had ifllied very fe- 
vere edifts to fecure the liberty 6f the Indians ; 
that they might remember, that, before Father 
Torrez entered Chili, Don Juan Perez, billiop 
of that diocefe, had condemned, what they now 
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deemed it a crime in that Father not to approve • 
and that Don Juan had not given fentencc in an 
affair 6f fo much importance, till he had confoltcd 
all the men of learning and fenfe in that kingdom ; 
that, after all, it was well known, that not one of 
them had given the leaft room to fulpeft they 
thought otherwife than their provincial, in regard 
to the point in dilpute. 

The minds of the inhabitants were too imbit- 
tered to yield to thefe reafons, though they coulcj 
not anfwer them by any folid arguments ; and, 
what is ftill more furprizing, they found means 
to prejudice the bifhop and all his clergy againft 
thofe who advanced them. As no one, there- 
fore, any longer took their defence, they were 
treated here, as their brethren had been before 
treated at Corduba •; their church was deferted i 
their penfions ftopt ; and the Indians hindered 
from feeing them. In fliort, they were pufhed to 
fuch lengths, that they, at laft, thought proper to 
withdraw themfelves, and fet out for St. Michael, 
as the inhabitants of that town had moft.earneftly 
entreated them to accept an eftablifliment among 
them. 

There had been, for a long time paft, a dilpute 
for preeminence betwedn this town and that of 
.Santiago,- which was founded but three years after 
the firft foundation of St. Michael ; for this laft, 
as we have already feen, had changed its fituation, 
in 1564. This tranflation had fcarce taken place, 
when a powerful Cacique, called Gualan, having 
forced his way into the new town, maflacred a 
jgreat number of the inhabitants ; fet fire to the 
houfes -, and would have reduced them all to aihes, 
had not a fudden ftorm of lightening frightned the 
barbarians from their purpofe. Some Spaniards 
who efcaped deftrudion ; after extinguifhing the 
flames, purfued the Indians 5 killed their chief ; and 
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m^de a great flajighter of the reft. This did not 
prevent the Calchaquis from making, afterwards, 
leveral attempts to ruin St. Michael ; but all 
equally mifcarried. 

St. Michael, I faid, ftands exaftly at the foot 
of the Cordilliere ; I muft add, that it is fcarce 
poflible to find a town fituated in a more fertile 
or agreeable country. Accordingly, its plains, 
and all its vallies ; in a word, all its diftridtis 
covered with villas and farm houfes, with or- 
chards and gardens, that produce moft of the fruits 
known in the old and new world. But this land of 
promife, as the Spaniards call it, was, for a long ' 
time, fo terribly infefted with tigers, that it was al- 
moft impoffible, for a man not very well armed, 
to appear abroad, without falling a prey to thefe 
ravenous animals, long accuftomed to live upon 
human flefli. 

Before the- arrival of the Spaniards, all the em- 
ployment of the Indians confifted in hunting them ; 
which they did in the following fimple manner. 
The huntfman, taking a long ftick,^ and holding 
it with both ends, prefented it, in a horizontal di- 
reftion to the firfl; animal he met with, who never 
failed to feize it with his mouth. But, while the. 
creature thus endeavoured to wreft it, or break it 
with his teeth and^ claws, the huntfman, by alter- 
nate jerks to the right and left, threw him down j. 
and then, before he could recover himfelf, plunged 
a knife into his belly, and ript him ujp to the throat. 
This, it is plain, required no fmall degree of dex- 
terity and prefence of mind ; and, accordingly, no 
man was efteemed among thefe Indians but in pro- 
portion to the number of tigers he had killed •, and 
this ambition to fignalize thdmfelves, blinded them 
in regard to the dangers attending fo uncommon 


% manner of hunting. 
Vol. I. 
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The inhabitants of Sl Michael refembled great- 
ly the happy climate under which they lived, 
being itiild, and, as it were, pious by nature. They 
received the jefuits with an a?e6tion, which they 
have tranfmitted to their pofterity ; obliged them 
to accppt of a college, of which the king after- 
wards approved the foundation ; and liftened to 
their exhortations with the greateft docility. This 
gave the fathers Idfure enough to make fome incur- 
fions among the Diaguites, the LuUes, and the Cal- 
chaquis; but, notwithftanding the gooddifpofitions^ 
in which they found great numbers of thefe Indi- 
ans, they proved equally ufelefs to them and to the 
Spaniards -, marty of the latter having, in fpite of 
all the governor*s endeavours to prevent it, carried 
off feveral of the Indians into ftaverv ^ even from 
under the eyes of the fathers, about whom they 
had gathered for inftruftion. 
r During thefe tranfaftions in Tucuman^ 

9* father Torrez, provincial of the jefuits, fet 
out for the Conception 5 but the inhabitants of 
that place were fo prejudiced againft him and his, 
brethren, that the governor of the province was 
obliged to interpofe in order to procure him ad- 
mittance. He foon, however, gained, by his be- 
haviour, the efteem and confidence even of thofe, 
who had mod violently oppofed his entrance ; and, 
after making the. proper ufe of thefe favourable dif- 
pofitions, fet out for the Aflumption, in coufequencc 
of fome preffing letters from the bifliop of Para- 

^ guay and Don Fernand Arias de Saavedra, go- 
vernor of that province -, and arrived there towards 
the clofe of the year 1609. 

The governor and bifhop, it fcems, had juft: 
. ceceivcd a letter from his catholic majefty, by 

^ which that prince gave them to underftand, that 
it was his ablblute pieaflire that no attempt fhould 
be made to fubdue the Indians of Paraguay, but 

by 
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by the fwcAid of tht w<*d • tinlefs they firft, with- 
out any provocatiohy committed hoftilitiies againft 
the Spaniards ; thaty othcrwife, none but miffi- 
onaries ihould be employed to ifedmcc themy as they^ 
alone, could make theifi fubmit ^willingly to the 
Spaniih yoke, by making them fenfiblc of the ad- 
vantages that Would attend fuch fubmiflion j that 
he did not want any forced hohiages ; that he did 
not even meaft to deprive thefe people of their U^ 
berty •, but merely to refcue them from the favage«> 
hefs and libertinifm in which they lived ; make: 
them acquainted with the trtje God j -and engage 
them to adore him j that he was vefy ready to 
^dmk them among the number of his fubjeAs^^ 
but with no other view than that of makirtg theid 
kappy ; and that he, above all things^ forbid thcf 
Spaniards to make flaves of them. 

In cofffcquence of thefe orders, the f)relate and 
the governor had agreed to engage Father Torrez- 
to take upon him the converfion of the natives ; 
and it was in order to concert with him the pro- 
pereft meafures for efFefting it, that they had re- 
quefted hfm to lofe no time in repairing to the AC- 
fumptionf. Four or five years before this^ Dorf 
Fernand had received from his majefly a let- 
ter pretty much in the fame ftnrin, but merely 
relating to the Guaranis, to whom this prince 
;ave him orders to fend immediately fome pious, 
jnfible, and zealous miffioftaries to compleat their' 
inftruftion ; with leave to take from his treafury 
all the fums requisite to fupport fuch miffionariesy 
and to enable them to make a folid eftablifliment 
among thefe Indians, whom he, above all things^ 
enjoined him to fee treated in the mildeft manner. 
/The governor thought it his duty, to, begin by 
the Guaranis neareft to the Afllimption, among 
whom tliere were already fcveral ehriftians -, and, 
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. therefore, engaged father Lewis de Bolanos, the 
moft illuftrious difciple of St. Francis Solano, to 
take on himfelf the execution of his majefly's in- 
ftentions, with fome other religious of jtiis orden 
Thefe miflionaries, accordingly^ had already brought 
together a great number of the Affumption 
<5uaranis, and had formed of thenj a very flouriih- 
ing church. It was at this time father de Bolanos 
compofed the catechifm, we have already menti- 

^ oned. Don Martin Ignatius de Loyola, after 
taufing it to be examined by the ableft divines, 
and the perfons beft verfed in the Guarani language, 
•of his whole diocefe, approved it in a fynod. Don 
Chriftopher Arcfti, his fuccellbr, caufed it to be 
again examined \ and not only approved it after 
this fecond fcrutiny, but forbid the ufe of any other 
catechifm in the Guarani language* 

There is great reafon to believe, that it was 
after the departure of father Bolanos for Peru, 
when his fuperiors had recalled him on account of 
his great age and infirmities, that the governor 
and biihop of Paraguay call their eyes upon th^ 
jefuits to take charge of the Guaranis nea;- the Af- 
fumption, and unite them with the Indians of the 
•fame name, whom father de Ortega and father 
Filds had converted in the province of Guayra. 
It is likewife probable, that father de Torrez, on 
his arrival at the Affumption, appointed to this 
miffion father Jofeph Cataldino, and father Simon 
I^acerata, another Italian Jefuit -, but thefe fathers 
rdid not undertake it, till the biihop and governor 

\^ had given them full power to form all their chriC 
tians into towns ; to govern them without any de- 
pendence on the cities, fortreflts, or other Spa- 
nifh eftablilhments, in whofe neighbourhood tliey 
might fettle ; build churches in all of them ; and 
oppole, in the king's name, all thofe who lhoul<^l, 
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on any pretence whadbeVer, endeavour to fiilgeft 
tbefe new chriftians to any perfonal fervice. 

When father Cataldino and father Macerata ar? 
lived in Guayra, they found but two priefts in 
the whole province ; one at V illarica, and the other 
at Ciudad Real ; both too ignorant and irregular 
to be of any fervtce to either Spaniards or Indians^ 
Accordingly, many of the Indans, who ftill rer 
tained their freedom, were baptized without in* 
ftru&ion ; and many, of thole, whom the Spaniards 
had brought to yield them perfonal ferFice, left 
without any baptifm at all, thdugh their mailers 
never failed to give them all, without diftindiout 
the names oi faints ; an abufe, which, in procefs of 
time, greatly perplexed the miffionarics, well ac- 
cuaintied with their duty, apd truly fblicitous tQ 
comply with it 

After fome ftay in thefe two places, in order tq 
give the inhabitants that Ipiritual aOlftance which 
they had fo long wanted, the two fathers prepared 
to purfue their defign of fettling in the center of 
the Guaranis, upoq the Paranapane. But, before 
they could fet out, a report happening to fpread, 
that there was an order from the king not to give 
in command the Indians they were going to 
take, charge of, the fcntiments of efteem and con- 
fidence, pf which the Spaniards had fo lately given 
the 31 the greateft proofs, immediately vanifliedp 
Upon this, the miflioaaries, thinking it beft to clear 
up the affair, produced the orders they had rcr 
ceived in writing, and the powers given them by 
the biflipp and governor ; and, at the f^me, un^ 
dertook to make thenv fenfiblc, how conformable 
thefe orders and powers were to the ftri(Sleft equity 
Andjuftice, 
^ " We do not mean, faid they, to op- 

* • pofe thofe advantages you may draw from 
the Indians in a lawful manner s but you know if 
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licver was the. king's intention that you fl^ould cqnt 
fider them as flaves ; an4 that, befides, the law of 
God ftridly forbids it. As to thofc we are comr 
miffioned to gain over to Jcfus Chrift, and ppp^^ 
whom you can have no claim, fince they were 
never cpnqvjered by force of arm^ o^r defign is ^ 
firft, tQ labour to make them men, that wc may 
be the better able to make them chriftians. Wc 
ihall then endeavour to induce them, frorn a yiew 
to their own intereft, to fubnait chearfully to thp 
king our fovereign ; and hope, with Qpd's blefling^ 
our endeavours will be crowned with fuccels. We 
^o not think it lawful to make any atteippt upoi| 
their liberties, to which they have ^ natural and in* 
/ronteftible right •, but we will endeavour to make 
them fenfible, that they render their freedom preju- 
,dicial to themfelye^ by maki/ig a bad ufe of it j and 
^o teach them to reftrain it wif hin j,uft bounds. - Wc 
flatter ourielves with being able to make thetii 
(difcover fuch great advarit/iges in that dcpcp- 
dance, in which all civilized nations live, and in 
yielding obedience to a prince, who only defires 
to be jtheir proteftor and their father,, and procure 
them the inicftimable bleffing of knowing the true 
Cod, that they will fubmit to the yojfe with 
joy, and blefs the day they became his fubjeds.*" 

They,' in the next plare, undertook to perfuade 
the inhabitants, that, if they undcrftood their owi^ 
intereft, inftead of oppofing tjbi^ projeft, they 
would ' exert themfelves to make it fucceed, 
fince it was the only way to prevent the total 
depopulation of a country, in which it was imppf-r 
fible for them to fubfift, withopt the afliftance of 
the natives to cultivate it. They afked them^ 
:^hat was become of thofc thoufands of Indians, 
who had difappeared fince the firft difeoy.ery of 
Paraguay ; and what other jpajufe could be ajSigned 
for fo great a depopulation, but the inhuman man-: 
per, in which jhefe ppor.people h^ beep treated, 
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But they foon difcoyercd, that they were fpeaking 
to men, who did not chufe to be undeceived ; and, 
therefore, no longer thought of any thing but the. 
means of haftening their dep;^rture. And, as they 
could expeft no guides from the inhabitants of Vif- 
}arica, where they met with all this oppofition,- 
they applied for iotm to the Cacique of the 
place where they intended to rtiake their firft efta- 
bliftimcnt. 

The honeft Cacique came himfelf to condudl 
them ; but how great muft have been his furprize, 
when, pn his firft appearance in the town, the Spa-p 
niards loaded him with irons, and threw him into 
prifon ! He did not, however, remain there long, 
^s the two miflionaries threatened to complain, pf 
fo fcandalous a breach of hofpit^lity and common 
juftice, to the governor and tlie bifhop, and even 
nis majefty, if they could not otherwiie obtain re-, 
drefe. Th^y thenfet out with their guide, and, after 
travelling by land asfar as theParanapane, embark-^- 
ed on the river. Paranapane, in the language of 
the country, fignifies River of Misfortune % but we 
^re not told how it came to be called fo. This ri^ 
ver iilues from the mountains of Brazil, ^d is rein* 
forced by the waters of feveral others, of which the 
moft conliderable are the Pirapi and ^aba^iva. Its 
banks are covered with a great variety of trees, et- 
peci^lly cedars of fuch an enormous thicknefs, and 
ib ftupendous a hf ight, that onefingle trunk may 
be converted into a twenty par pirogue^ 

The two fathers remounted the Paranapane to 
the mouth of the Pirape, where they met two hun-p 
dred Guarani faipilies baptized by the Fathers, de 
Ortega and Filds, whom they formed into a town, 
by the name of the L&retto. Thefe Indian churches . 
have b^en fince called Redu£iions^ a name ufually 
given in Peru to all the chriftian towns formed 
^ipong the infidch, and governed by regular 
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priefts •, and this name is ftill in ufe. Loretto was 
the firft in Paraguay to which it was given. As to 
the name of Loretto in particular, none could be 
more fuitable to a to vvn, which has proved the cra- 
dle of the now fo flourifhing chriftian republic of 
the Guaranis. The fathers then made a progrcfs of 
eighty leagues, in which they found twenty three 
little villages, where there were already feveral chrif^ 
tians, and where the reputation the jefuits had 
acquired, of being very zealous to defend the li- 
berty of the Indians, in afhorttime difpofed all 
The reft of the inhabitants to receive the gofpel. 
the fervants of God reprefcnted to them, how much 
it was their intereft to unite together, as, while 
they continued fcattered up and down the country 
W K) many little ftraggling villages, it would be 
imppflible for them to defend their freedom, or 
get inftruftion. 

These reprefentations began to work upon the 
minds of the Indians, when the fathers faw all their 
expeftations on the point of being blafted by the . 
avarice of a falfe brother. An inhabitant of Ciu- 
dad Real having offered to accompany them in 
this expedition, they chearfuUy accepted his offer, 
as they were not as yet thorough majfters of the 
Guarani language, which he underftood and fpoke 
perfedly well. But he had his own views in fo 
doing-, and, the better to fucceed in them, affefted, 
in the beginning, the greateft difintereftednefs. 
The fathers, however, could not help being fur- 
prized at his never returning to their common ca^ 
bin without wanting fome article or another of his 
little baggage, and, even, of his clothes ; but they 
kept their minds to themfelves, till one day, on his 
returning with nothing on but a pair of drawers, 
they could no longer refrain from afking him how 
he came to be ftript in that manner -, when he made 
the following anuver, " You preach one way, fa- 
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thcrs •, and I, another. You have the gift of elo- 
quence, with which God has not been pleafed to 
favour me ; but I endeavour to fupply the want 
of it by my works* I have diftributed every- 
thing I brought with me among the principal In- 
dians of the country, from a perfuafion, that, when 
I fliall have gained the heads by my^ liberality, 
it will be the eafier for you to gain the reft ; and I 
believe the work is already in great forwardnefs/* 

The fathers made no idoubt of his having, in 
good earneft, made away with his clothes for that 
charitable purpofe ; and began to be fdmewhat 
concerned, that their poverty difabled them from 
following his example. Some time after this, the 
Spaniard told them, that, as he was no longer 
neceffary to them, feeing they could explain them- 
felves in the language of the country well enough 
to be underftood without an interpreter, he begged 
they would not be offended at his leaving them to 
return home. They anfwered, that he was at lir 
berty to do as he thought proper ; and gave him j| 
great many thanks for his good offices ; but he 
had fcarce turned his back, when they difcovercd, 
that he had parted with nothing but to buy wo- 
men and children, and was about carrying them 
away as Haves ; and that the Indians fufpefted 
them of having had a ftiare, underhand, in this in- 
famous commerce. It^coft them no fmall time 
and trouble to remove the fufpicions of thefe poor 
people. But they at laft did it fo effedtually, that 
moft of them repaired to Loretto. 

The acceffion of fuch numbers having rendered 
this town rather too populous, a Cacique, called 
Atycaya^ made a propofal to the inhabitants of 
forming another, a league and a half further up 
the country •, and they all cheerfully confenred to 
it. This fecond reduction was called Saint Ignatitis. 
It was foon found neceffary tp form two more, for 
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' the reception of profclytes ; and they peopled fo 
faft, that the two Jefuits immediately formed the 

V projcft of a chriftian republic, which might, in 
the heart of this barbarous country, revive the hap- 
pieft days of primitive chriftianity. 

Those, who firft conceived the idea of this im- 
portant undertaking, and thofe who firft approved 
their views, thought it highly improper to fet 
about fo arduovisa talk, till they had made all 
thofe, on whom they depended, equally fcnfible, 
how neceffary it was in order to eftablifli Chris- 
tianity upon a folid foundation among thcfe 
people i and, likewife, . what great advantages 
might leafonably be expefted from this method. 
They, therefore, reprefentcd to his catholic ma 

4 Ji^^Yy in his councU of the Indies ; and to the 
governor and biQiop of Paraguay, that the Jefujts, 
Raving taken great pains, fince their arrival in the 
country, to find out what had retarded the pro- 
grefs of the gofpel among fo many nations, and 
why there even remained fuch flight traces of the 
great converfipns formerly made among them, 
imagined they had difcovered two principal cauft^ 
of fo deplorable a misfortune ; the firft, that the! 
-^ Spaniards rendered the chriftian religion odious to 
the natives of the country, by the manner in 
vWiich they behaved, even towards thofe who had 
fmcerely embraced it •, the fecond, that while the 
minifters of the gofpel were endeavouring to con- 
vince the infidels of its holinels, fevcral of thole 
who openly profefled it, fo far from following its 
maxims, di(honoured it by a licentious life, and 
difcredited it by the moft crying adts of injuftice ; 
whence they concluded, that, before they under- 
took to convert thefe Indians to the faith, it was 
abfolutely neceffary to authorize them to fccure ail 
thofe they were fent to, from the tyranny and bad 
c)i;ample of the 0I4 chriftian^. 

Pur, 


OF PARAOUAY, 251 

But, as the ^rft fufpkaons, the Spaniards con** 
reived of this defign of the miflionarics, had 
cxafpcrated a great number pf them ^gainft th^fc 
fathers, though they folem/ily dccjjared, that they 
)iad no Indians k;i view, b^t fuch as had not been 
yet redjuced ; or fueh as had entirely thrown off 
the yoke^ and the Spaniards x:ould have no 
hopes of putting ^t on again ; they were obliged 
to add, that they would takiC upon them to en^ 
gage all the Indians, that (hould fuhmii: to their 
conduct, to acknowkdge his catholic majefty 
for their fovereigp, and fwear fhe moft unli- 
mited obedience to l>im, as a mych more folid and 
equitable manner of making (:onqueils than that 
pi arms ; and, at tl>e fame time, much more bene. 
ficial^ fii^ce the old fMbjefts copjd not be either lef- 
fcned or impoverifljed by it. 

Philip III apprgyed th^ propofal, and autho- 
rizejl it by refcripts, ?which alj his fucceflbrs have 
confirmed; * But it was eafy to fprefee, that fuch a 
privilege would ineyitably fubjeflt the miffionaries 
who li^d obtained it, to many contradidions from 
thofe^ with whofe avarice it interfered ; fo that, how 
great ^eyer their courage muft have been fo 
readily to ,expof^ themfelves to hunger, thirft, and 
fatigue, and even the moft cruel death i and all 
merely widi a view of civilizing and convert-^ 
ing the moji cruel and ftupid favages ; it muft have 
jbe,en ftill greater, to bear the fcvereft perfccutions 
and the n>oft atrq^jous calumnies, even from the 
domcftics of the f;iith and their countrymen ; 
Und, what was worfe; the rifk of feeing, as it has 
often happened, f^e labours of feyeral years de- 
ftroyfd, perhaps in ^ few hours •, and yet be always 
ready to begin again with redoubled ardour. 

As (bon as the two miffionaries had eftabliihed 
^okrable order in the four reduftions I juft now 
pentioofd', by reguj^pipps fuitp^ to the capacity of 
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the inhabitants, they began to find it necefiaiy to 
take fome meafures for enabling the new chriftian^ 
to engage, with equal arms, a neft of defperadocs, 
who were no lefs the enemies of the Spaniards ; and 
the meafures they took fuccecded fo well, that, 
for more than an age pad, inftead of being at- 
tacked themfclvcs, they have always been in the 
haads of their fcUow fubjeds the Spaniards, the 
fccurefl: barrier againft their enemies ; and in thofe 
of their common fovereign, a moft faithful mi- 
.litia to keep within bounds his other fubjedts 5 
and all at the firft notice without receiving any 
confideration from either. But, we may very well 
imagine, that fo fine an eftabliihment could attain, 
only by degrees, that point of perfeftion, at which 
1 am now going to reprefent it, on the faith of the 
moft authentic teftimonies *. 

It is an error, (not committed, however, by any 
of thofe, who have examined with their own eyca^ 
what paffes in this chriftian republic, and who arc 
moft concerned not to fuffer themfelves to be im- 
pofed upon,) that the Jefuits are fo much the maf- 
ters there, that the Neophytes acknowledge no 
authority but theirs. The- countenance this eirror 
has n^t wiih, almoft every where, and ftill meets 
with among a certain clafs of people, can only be 
attributed to the refentment of fome private per-i 
foDs, on not being able to obtain, that triefe chrifti- 
ans fhould .be given in Command, like all the other 
new chriftians of Paraguay. The truth is, that 
the kings of Spain have not only always had a» 
much authority in all the redudtions, as in any 

Other part of their empire in America, but that 

• . - 

* Do^or Francis Xarqae, in his eighth book. ' M. Mura-* 
tori, in his Chnjlianijimo ftlice. Don Antonio yiloa, in his 
voyage to fouth America. The decree of Philip V. dated 
the 28th of dccember, 1743 ; and the letters of feverai 
biflioj^s aud governors, who vificed theip* . ^ - » 
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they no where have more dutiful fubjedts, or fub- 
jefts who more punftually execute their orders, 
than the Indians who compofe theoi* 

Their lubmiflion is even fo much the lefs to 
be fufpefted, as it is quite voluntary, and founded 
entirely on principles of religion, and fuch a re- 
gard to their own welfare as was never judged to 
clafli with it. Their miffionaries, in proportion 
as they formed them into towns, after drawing 
them from their woods and mountains, and made 
them open their eyes to the light of the gofpe], 
never failed to invite them to declare themfelvcs 
fubjedts, orvailals, as the catholic kings exprds 
it in their refcripts, of the crown of Spain, by 
ihcwing them that it was their duty in gratitude fo 
CO do, and the only fure method of fecuring theii 
Jiberty, and thofe new bleffings with which they 
began to be acquainted. I n^ed not obfcrve, that> 
jto obtain this point from barbarians accuflomed 
not to acknowledge any authority upon earth, not 
even that of their Caciques, but juft as far as it 
fuited their own humour, it was ncccflary to difpofe 
. them by degrees, for fuch a facrifice y and that 
their acquiefcence, after all, muft have been in a 
^re^t meafure the fruit of that love and confidence, 
their fathers in Jefus Chrift found means to ac- 
quire among them, by facrificing themfelves on 
every occafion to defend their interefts. \ 

Th£ war which thefe Indians, in a (hort time 
after their converfion, had to fupport againft the 
PortuguCze of Brazil, obliged their paftprs to pro- 
ceed a ftep further! The impoffibility, in which 
thefe fathers faw them^ to hold out againft fo 
powerful an enemy, authorised' them to fuggeft to 
their converts, that^-in order td* make it the in- 
tereft of the king of Spairr to fpare nothing to 
proteft them, it was requifttev^hat, inftead of con- 
ikiing themfelves toa fimplp declaration of vaf- 
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iallage, thej Ibould take . aA oath of unlimited 
obedience to him^ which they need not fear his 
majefty would every abufe to opprefe them, finee 
he had declared^ that he intended to eonfider 
them lefs as his vaflkls^ than as his children ; and 
they cheerfully confented to the propofaL- As 
, tong, however, as the War lafted, it was not cdn^- 
£ftent with policy or juftice, confidering their 
£reat poverty, and the extremities to which they 
Itnere often reduced^ to fpeak to thenl of any trie- 
\ bute} and, accordingly^ none was mentioned w 

^ them till the year 1 649, when Philip IV. having 
honoured them with the title of his moft faithfiS 
irafTals, and added to this favour the greateft 
marks of confidence, by declaring them' the hax^ 
tier of Paraguay againft Brazil, lately detached 
from the crown of Spain in canfequence of the re- 
volution of Portugal ; and againft the Indian na- 
tions-, enemies to the Spaniards^ Then, indeed^ 
his majefty, after renewing the privilege which ex- 
empted them from every fervice but his o^n, and 
from the tribute paid by the other Indiatts, requir- 
ed, that, for the fiitufe, the fhen from eighteen! 
to fifty, and they only fhould pay a crowft a head ** 
J It was the Count of Salvatierra, viceroy of Peru, 
that regulated this tribute by his m^efty*s or- 
ders. After all, we are not >udge of their loy- 
alty and public fpirit by this tribtrec. The fcr-. 
vices which they have been fince' eonftantly ren- 
dering, and of which we (hall often have occafioii 
to fpeak in the courfe of this hiftory, and thofe they 
ftill continue to render, to their fovercign and hi 
Spanilh fubjeds, without receiving any pay, con- 
fideration, or even fubfiftence, are fuch, as, whenb 
juftly eftiinated, greatly exceed the tribute exadted 
from any other. vaflals of the SpaniiEh dominions* 

• Un pefiie ocbo reaUs* 
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All thefe regulations were again confirmed, in 
1663, ^y ^ decree of the fame prince Philip IV^ 
who ordered, that the penfions allowed out of thd 
royal treafury, for the fupport of a miflionary in 
each redu6Uon, fliould be paid out of this tri- 
bute •, for, when there are two in a r^duftion^ 
which is often thfe cafe, and almofl: always necef- 
fary, the fccond is fupported by his brethren of 
the province, as are likewife the two general fu-, 
periors of the miiSionaries, one of whom refides in 
the reductions of the Parana, and the other in 
thofe of the Uraguay. In 171 1, Philip V, be- 
fore whom there had been laid a long memorial, 
ii> which the fmallnefs of this tribute, compared 
with that of the other Indians, being five crowns 
a head, was greatly infifted upon, forbid, notwith- 
ftanding, any alteration to be made^ in the regu- 
lations already eftablifhed. Nay, his majefty, on 
being told by feme bufy courtier, that this flight 
tribute was not exactly paid, knowing the infmu^ 
ation to' be falfc, not only recommended, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the^ Indians of the r€du<5Uons to 
Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala, whom he, in the 
year 1616, appointed governor of Rio de la Plat% 
but charged him to give them his royal word, that 
he would never require any greater acknowlec^-* 
ment from them. . ^ 

1h two decrees of Plilip IV, dated in 1650 and 
1652, the reduftions, we are fpeakingof, ar€,de* 
clared DoSlrines. This is a name given, in Spanifli 
America, to the cures or parifties, according to the 
ftrift meaning of that word-, and the royal au- 
dience of Charcas is likewife ordered to caufe to be 
obferved in thefe do<5trines the right of royal pa- 
tronage. This right, however, did not take place 
in them, till the year 1654, when there ifllied a 
third decree, by whi^'h his majefly declared, that, 
for the future, thefe very redu£];ions Ihoulid be on 
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the fame footing with the other doftrines •, that 
the provincial of the Jefuits^ or, in his abfence, 
the fuperior of the miflions, each in his reipec* 
tive department, fhould prefent, at the departure 
or death of any miflionary, three Jefuits to the 
\ governor of the province, who, in quality of vice- 
patron, was to chufe one of them ; and that, if 
the Jefuits fhould refufe to fubmit to this regula- 
tion, then the governor, in conjunftion with the 
bilhop of the diocefe, might name to thefe cures 
other fecular or regular priefts; 

But I muft obferve, that this regulation was 
made in the mod critical circu mftances, that the 
jefuits ever found themfelves in fmce their firft 
. cftablifhment in Paraguay. All Spain, and even 
all Europe, Iwarmed with the moft fliocking me- 
morials againjft thefe miffionaries, which were dif- 
perfed by thepartizans of Don Bernardin de Car- 
denas, bifhop of the Aflumption ; and one of the 
charges, which this prelate and his folicitor at the 
court of Spain brought againft them, with the 
greateft confidence, was, that, in their new reduc- 
tions, they, to the utmoft of their power, de- 
frauded the king's revenue. This accufation the 
jefuits anfwered in a very fatisfaftory manner, as 
loon as the general terms, in which it was con- 
ceived, would admit. Befides, the nobleman, 
who then prefided in the council of the Indies, 
happened to be their enemy ; and it was this 
circumftance, mere than any other, that gave occa- 
fion to the three decrees, now mentioned. 

In the two firft of thefe pieces, which were ad- 
drefled to the royal audience of Charcas, the king 
left the provincial of the jefuits at liberty to change 
the parifli priefts, as often as he thought proper, 
without being fo much as obliged to give his jea- 
fons for fo doing -, but on the fame condition of 
propofing to the governor three other jefuits to re- 
place 
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J>lace him ; and the royal audience having com- 
municated thefe orders to the governor of Para- 
guay and Rio de la Plata, in which the Redudions 
are fituated, thefe officers gave notice of it to the 
provincial of thcjefuits, who cheaf fully fobmitted 
to his majefty*s plcafure. 

Those, who had brought upon the jefuits thefe 
marks of his majefty's diffidence, little expefted 
they would fo readily and refpeftfuUy fubmit to 
them •, for they were meant as a fnare to furprize the 
loyalty of thefe fathers, who were too wife to give 
in to it. They knew full well, and we Ihall fee 
manifold proofs of it in the courfe of this hiftory, 
that had they anfwered by faying, as they might 
without expofing themfelves to be contradifted, 
that it was againft their inftitute to poflefs lay 
cures, their Redudbions would liave been fpeedily . 
deferted ; they did not even make any reprefenta- 
tions on the occafion •, but their prompt fubmiffion 
had a greater effeft, than could be cxpeded from 
the ftrongeft. They are not wanting in any thing 
they owe to the governors of the provinces and 
bifhops of thediocefes, in which they have any In- . 
dians under their care, " but as among the , three 
peribns, (fays iDon Antonio de UUoa, in his v6y- 
age to South America, Vol. ii, B. i/Chap. 15.) re- 
commended on fuch occafions to the governor, 
there will of confequence be one, whofe virtues 
and talents render him moft fit for the office ; 
^ and, as no better judges of this can be luppoled, 
than the provincials of the order, the governor 
and bilhop have receded from their undoubted 
rights ; and the provincials always collate and 
prefer thofe whofe merits are moft confpicuous.'* 
It is not, therefore, furprizing, if we find the word 
ReduSlion as often ufed, as ..tlatt? of doftrine, in the 
laft fchedules and refcripts of the kings of Spain. 
Yo<,.L T ^ I 
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/I HAVE already infinuatcd, that there are gene- 
rally two jefuits in every town. The fecond is altnoft 
always a miffionary newly arrived from Europe, 
or a young prieft, who has juft finilhed his ftudies 
m the univerfity of Corduba. He, at once, a6ts 
as vicar under the parilh prieft, and learns to 
fpeakthe Indian language. It, is even fometimes 
found requifite to have a third prieft > as, for ex- 
ample, when any epidemical ficknefs rages in a 
town; a thing that often happens, and without 
which this republick would be twice more popu- 
lous. On thefe occafions, the Reduftions are no 
better than large hbfpitals ; and two priefts would 
never be able to vifit the fick, adminifter the 
facr^ments to them, and bury the dead. But^what- 
' ever the number of priefts maj be, there reigns 
among them the moft perfeft fubordination. 
The parilh prieft is conftantly the fuperior ; 
and, as he has always about him fix children def- 
tined for the ferviceof the church, his hdufe looks 
like a little convent, where every thing is done by 
found of bell. Himfelf, though eftablilhed in the 
king's name, depends, in all things, on the fuperior 
of the miffion, who is conftantly employed in vi- 
liting the parifhes under his care; and on his pro- 
vincial, whofe vifits are likewife regular, fo that 
Don Antonio de UUoa has not faid too much, in 
reprefenting all thefe miffionaries' as compofing 
one fingle and well regulated family. 

The fathers, on their fidcj repay thefe teftimo- 
nies of efteem and affedbion by a perpetual flow of 
^ more than paternal tendernefs, " The moft labori- 
ous part, (fays Don Antonio de Ulloa,) of the duty 
belonging to the priefts, is to vifit, perfonally, the 
ch^caras or plantations of the Indians ; and in 
: this they are remarkably fedulous, in order to pre- 
vent the ill confequences of that flothful difpofition 
fo natural to the Guaranis, who, were they not 
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frequently roufed and ftimulated by the prefence 
of the prieftj would abandon their work, or, at 
leaft perform it in a very fuperficial manner. He 
alfo attends at the public Slaughter houfe, where, 
every' day, they kill fome of the cattle > large herds 
of which are kept for the public ufe by the Indians. , 
The flefh of thefe beafts is dealt out by the , 
priefts, proportionable to the number of perfbns 
each family confifts of, fo that every one has a fuf- 
ficieincy to fupply the calls of nature, but nothing 
for wafte. He alfo viGts the fick, to fee that they 
want for nothing, and are attended with that care 
and tendernefs their condition requires. Thefe 
charitable employments take up fo great a part of 
the day, as often to leave him no time for aflift- 
ing the father coadjutor in the fervices of the 
church." 

The number of reductions is, at prefent, thirtyV 
of which, the thirteen, neareft to the Parana are 
within the diocefe of the Aflumption. They 
were within the government of Paraguay, till 
the year 1 7^6, when, for reafons I fhali mention 
hereafter, Philip V. direfted provifionally and till 
further orders, that they (hould be under the juriC- 
didtion of the governor of Rio de la Plata. ' Some 
time after this, the governors not only gave the 
Neophytes fome uneafinefs in regard to their tri- 
bute •, but ftrenuoufly folicited the king to incrcafe 
it. But his majefty, far from complying with 
their reprefentations, iffued a decree dated the 28th 
of December 1743, to forbid aijy addition to be 
made to it. He even declared, that he forgave the 
Neophytes the fums they might then happen to owe 
his treafury ; and gave orders to inforrti them, that 
it was to acknowledge their loyalty, and their impor- 
tant fervices, he granted them this indulgence. 

These fervices, which we fhall likewife ' (peak 
of,- as occafion offers, added to what the Spaniards 
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are often cxpofed to fuffcr from the unconquercd or 
revolted Indians, are a proof, which, from day to 
day, becorties more glaring, that it was the interefl: 
of M the Europeans to treiat the people of America 
^ in the fame manner, in which the jefuits of Para* 
giiay have treated them, though they have been 
often charged with it, and even perfccuted for it, as a 
capital crime. But what proves ftill better, the in- 
veteracy with which their defigns have been tra- 
vcrfcd, is, that while the Indians, under other re- 
• Kgious and fome fecular priefts, were exempt 
, from paying ty thes to their bifliops, the jefuits alone 
were- attacked on that fcore. An edwft was even 
obtained, in 1694, "by which they were ordered to 
pay them. But the chapter of the Aflumption, 
having reprcfemed to the council, that no tythcs had 
ever been required from the other Indians^ though 
better able to pay them, the council voted, that it 
would be, perhaps, diangerous to infift upon their 
* compliance. In procefs of time, however, fome 
perfons were for having Don Jofeph Paralta, 
bifliop of Buenos Ayres, exaft the tithes of the 
feventeen reduftions within his diocefe ; but this pre- 
late very prudently anfwered, that it was impoffiblc 
for hin^ to think of loading them "with any iuch bur- 
den, as long as he had ocular demonftration of 
their being no way able to fupport it. 

It is not to be doubted, but -that the interior 
government of the rcdudions depends chiefly 
upon the miflionaries. The limited underftanding 
of their Neo]^hytes requires, that they (hould enter 
into all their affairs, and diredb them in their 
temporal as well as in their Ipiritual concerns. 
\^ Every town^ however, has the fame officers of juf- 
tice and of police with the fpanifh towns ; a cor- 
regrdor, regidors, and alca^es, all chofen by the 
Indians themfelves with the afliftancc of their 
miffionaries i but afterwards confirmed by the 
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fopreme governor of the province* As, however, 
there is no laying any great ftrefs on the capa- 
city of thefe officers, they aire not permitted 
to decide any thing of importance, ^nd much 
lefs inflift any piinifhment, without the appro- 
bation of their paftors. The puniftimfents, after ^ 
all, confift in nothing but prayers, falling, con- 
finement, and fometimes whipping -, thefe Neophy- 
tes commitihg no faults that defcrve any feverer 
animadvcrfibn. Before confinement, care is takeii 
to make them fenfible of their faults in the mildett 
manner ; a talk no way difficult, confidcring the 
goodnefs of their difpofition. Accordingly, not 
one of them has ever been known to prove refrac- 
tory under it, or exprefs the Icaft refentment againft 
his judges. *' Indeed the love and veneration, fays 
Don- Antonio UUoa, the Indians pay their paftors, 
are fo great, that could they be guilty of enjoining 
an unjuft punilhment, the fufFering party would 
impute it to his own demerits, beings firroly per- 
fuaded that the priefts never do any thing without 
a fufficient reafon/* To conclude, there is in every 
town a Cacique, who is, as it were, the governor 
in chief; but he attends to little, but military affairs. 
He is, however, exempt from tribute, as is like- 
wife liis eldeft fon. 

It has been judged requifite to ufe the greateft 
precautions, to hinder thefe new chriftians from 
naving any corrcfpondence with the Spaniards -, {o 
that no Spaniards are permitted to enter their 
towns^ but fuch as wait qn the bjlhop and gover- 
nor. ^ ,The neceffity of this precaution, befides be- 
ing proved by experience, muft appear to any one 
who ha3 the leaft opportunity of confidering the 
wide diflference- between thele Neophytes, and thofe 
in whofe favour it has not been obferved. The 
miflionary fathers will not now allow, fays Don An- 
torjio de UHoa, any of the inhabitants of Peru to 
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convcrfe with their Indians, the decline of fome of 
the latter, from their primitive happinefs and piety 
being found to proceed entirely from too open an 
intercourfe between them and the latter. 

Nay, their paftors have,' as yet, in a manner^ 

\ ' hindered them from fpeaking fpanifh, barely teach^ 
ing the children, in general, to read and write 
in that language ; and thofe alone are taught to 
read and write the latin, who are deftmed to fing 
in the churches ; but, whatever they are applied to, 
they take it up In a filrprizing manner. To hear 
then> read thefe languages, one would imagine they 
underftood them perfedly well ; and as to writing 

^ them,they copy'manufcripts in them without a An- 
gle fault, and in a very fine hand. There is aftually 
a very large one of their copying at Madrid, which 
would do honour to the beft copiers of Europe, 
both in point; of beauty and exaftnefs, ' The 
motive which hindered the miflionaries from going 
greater lengths with them, was, that they never 
left home, on any military expedition, or to carry 
on the king's works, without a miflionary to ferve 
them, not only as chaplain, but likewifc as 
interpreter. Befides, their manners could hardly 
efcape corruption, were they to communicate with 
the Spaniards. Philip V, however, fearing that, 
this referve might be interpreted to the difad- 
vantage of the jefuits, ordered, by his decree of 

N^ the 20th of December 1743, that they Ihould be 
all taught to fpeak fpanifh. But, confidering their 
great reluftajice to learn this language, the execu- 
tion of his majefty's orders will, it is probable, be 
attended with very great difficulties. 

We have already often obfcrved, that thefe In- 
dians are, by nature, of a very limited capacity, and 
. vnderftand nothing, but what immediately fall$ 
under the fenfes. This duUnefs of apprehenfion 
appeared to the firft" rnifl;onarieS, to fall little Ihort 
OX downright ftupidity \ and they, accordingly, re- 
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mained in fufpenfe for fome time, whether it was 
proper to adminifter to them any facrament, but 
that of baptifm. But, being too wife to decide for 
themfelvcs in an affair of fo much confequence, 
they cpnfulted the biihops of Peru affembled in 
council at Lima ; and received for anfwer, that they 
ihould be very cautious how they admitted them 
to the other facraments. It foon, however, plainly 
appeared, that the interior mafter, who gives under- 
ftandingjwhen he pleafes, to infants, communi- 
cated himfelf in a fenfible manner to thefe new 
chriftians. And, perhaps, there never appeared a 
uiore C9nvincing proof, that our holy religion is 
the only true one ; fince, at the fame time that it 
implants in the heart the mpft noble and elevated 
lentiments, it proportionably opens and improves 
the underftanding. 

They fucceed, as it were by inftindb, in all the 
arts, to which they are applied ; but, then, they 
have been applied to fuch only, as were thought 
requifite to exempt them from the neceffity of 
having recourfe to foreign alfiftance. As yet, they 
have not difcovered any talent for invention ; but 
rfiey were foon obferved to poflcfs that of imita- 
tion in a Ibvereign degree. It is enough, for exam^ 
pie, to fhew them a crucifix, a candleftick, a cencer j 
and give them materials for making others* They 
copy them fo well, that it is no eafy matter to dit 
tinguifli their work from the pattern. They have 
been known to make, on bare infpeftion, the moft 
intricate organs j as alfo aftronomical fpheres, 
turkey carpets, and other moft curious manufac- 
tures. They engrave upon b^afs, after giving it a 
due polifh, all the figures traced before them. 
They have naturally a jufr 4ir, and an uncommon 
taftc for niufick ; and touch, as well as make, to 
admiration, all forts of mufical inftrumtnts. Fa- 
ther Cattaneo, whom I liave abeady cited, affurcs 
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us, that he has feen a child not more than twelve 

\ perform on the harp, with a fure and eafy hand, 
the moft difficult anthems of Bologna. , They 
have, befides, a fweet and fonorous pipe, which, ac- 
cording to what I have already faid, is attributed to 
the waters of their rivers. Thefe uncommon talents 
for mufic engaged the mifTionaires to eftablifh choirs 
in all their churches •, experience having fhewn, 
that nothing contributes more to infpire them with 
devotion ; give them a ftrong liking to divine fer- 
vice ; and make them more readily comprehend 
the inllrudions proper for them, which, for this 
purpofe, have been all fet to mufick. 

This natural tafte for mufick was, ^kewife, of 
great fervice in helping to people the firft^ Reduc- 
tions. For the jefuits, having obferved in their 
journeys by water, that, as foon as, to recreate them- 
felves in an innocent and holy manner, they began 

^ to fing any fpifitual canticle, crowds of Indians 
flocked to the banks, and fcemed to take a parti- 
cular liking to their mufick, they improved the 
opportunity to explain to them the fubjed of their 
fofigs J when, as if the melody Jiad changed their 
hearts, and rendered them fufceptible of the ,fenti- 
ments, with which the fathers longed to infpire 
them, they eafily prevailed on the poor creatures 
to follow them j and gradually infinuated into their 
hearts the moft elevated fentiments of religion ; 
thus realizing in thefe favage countries, what 

* . ftble relates of Amphion and Orpheus. 

Every Reduction has two fchools. In one, the 
children learn to read and write ; in the other, 

^ to dance, fing, and play upon all the inftruments 
permitted to be ufed in divine fervice, which they 
do, like the birds, as it were^by inftind. Don 
Antonio de UUoa fays, that fome of them are taught 
latin, and learn it very well •, but, I believe, all their 
knowledge "of it confifts in reading and pronounc^r 
log it correctly. Father Cattaneo was furprized, 
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at his arrival at Buenos Ayres, to fee a young Neo- 
phyte afccnd the pulpit in the refedtory of the col- 
lege there, in order tp read in meal time ; but more 
fo, to hear hini read both the latin and fpaniih lan^ 
guages, as well as if he was perfectly well ac<- 
quainted with both. 

There are, every where, workfliopsfor gild- 
ers, painters, and fculpftors ; gold, |ilver, and other 
finiths ; clockmakers, carpenters, joiners, wcevcrs^ 
and founders 5 in a word, for all the arts and 
trades, that can be ufeful to them. As foon as the 
children are old enough to begin to work, they 
are taken to thefe workfhops, and applied to the bul^ 
nefe which they exprefs the greateft liking for, from 
a perfuafion, that art is to be guided by nature. 
Their firft matters were lay brother jeluits, fent 
for on purpofe to inftruft them. Sometimes, the 
fathers thenifelves have been obliged to drive the 
plow, and handle the fpade, to initiate them in 
hufbandry 5 arid engage them, by their example, to 
cultivate the earth ; to fow and to reap. To con* 
elude, thefe Neophytes have built, after defigps 
furnifhed them by the jefuits, fuch churches, as 
would not difgrace the greatett cities in Spain or 
Peru, either in regard to the beauty of their ftruc- 
ture, or the richnefs and good tafte of their facred 
veflels and ornament? of every kind, . 

This is not the cafe with their houfes. For a 
great many, years, nothing could be more mean 
and fimple, being built with canes covered with 
plaifter ^ without window or chimney ; without 
feats or beds ; in a manner, without any furni- 
ture. The whole family fat on the floor; and 
lay in hammocks, which were not to be feen in 
the day time ; the fmoke of the fires, which 
they made in the center of their cabins, had no 
iffue, nor the ligKt of the fun any entrance, but bj 
the door. Atprefent, their houfes are as convex 
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nient, as neat, and as- well furnifhed, as thofe of 
the commofn Spaniards. They have even begun 
to build them with ftone and cover them with 
die- 

The work of the women is regulated as well , as 
that of the men. It confifts chiefly in fpinning. 
The begining of every week, every woman receives 
a certain quantity of wool and cotton, which (he 
muft return, the faturday night following, ready 
for the loom. They are, likewife,, now and then, 
put to certain country labours, which do not fur- 
pafs their ftrerigth and capacity. 

The trade thefe Indiarfs carry on, to procure 
what their, country does not afford, confifts chief- 
ly in wild wax and honey ; and the herb of. 
Paraguay, of which they have every where made 
dlahtations ; the fale of it being certain, as no one 
in this country can do without it. I faid, that the 
firft plartts of this vegetable were brought from the 
canton of Maracayu, where the beft kind of it 
grows naturally ; but they have degenerated very 
little in the redu&ions. This trade is fufficiently 
explained in the decree of Philip V, which I have 
already fo often cited. Some perfons have cen- 
fured the manner of carrying it on, though every 
circumftance of it is authorized by the fovereign, 
who plainly faw how indifpenfably necelfary it was 
for the prcfervation of this republick. 

We fhall fee, in its place, what reafons the mlf- 
tionaries had for afking for their Neophytes, and 
the kings of Spain for granting them, the ufe of tire 
arms. This privilege was, in fa£l, abfolutely ne- 
ccffary to prevent their falling into the moft cruel 
flavery i or being difperfed over the woods and 
mountains ^ and thgit too, without being fure of ef- 
caping the' hands of their inveterate purfuers. I 
may even venture to affirm, that the kings of 
Spain^ and their fpanifh fubjefts, are thofe, who 
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reap, at prefenf, the greateft benefit from this in- 
dulgence, though 'the latter, from principks of 
felf inttfreft, omitted nothing to have it repealed j 
fb that, for many years together, the royal council 
of the Indies was more taKen up with difcuffions 
about it, than with any other bufinefs relating to 
the fpanifh dominions in America. But the intereft 
of the ftate, joined torthat of religion, prevailed at 
laft. Philip V. tnoroughly perfuaded, that it is 
more the intereft pf the miflionaries than of any 
others, to hinder their Neophytes from abufing 
this liberty of being conftantly well armed, con- 
fines himfelf, in his decree of the 28 th of Decem- 
ber 1743, to the reconimending to the provincial 
of the jefuits, to deliberate with his brethren on 
the means of preventing any inconveniencies that 
might be apprehended from it; ordering him, in cafe 
there Ihould appear the leaft fign of any ten- 
dency to an infurreftion, to give early notice of it 
to the council, and let them know what meafure^ 
it may be proper to take to prevent a furprize. But 
there is fo much the lefs reafon to apprehend any 
thing like a revolt among the Neophytes, that 
their happinefs and fecurity depend entirely on 
their loyalty, which nothing but an attempt upon 
their liberties can impair ; and none, certainly, -but 
the ertemies of the king, or of the ftate, can pol- 
fibly think of making any fuch attempt. 

Several perfons imagine, that, in this republick, 
there is no private property -, but that, every week, 
each family receives the neceflary food \ and, from 
time to time, the other neceflary. articles for their 
fubfiftence, Some fuch regulation might poflibly 
have exifted, when thofe Indians, but newly u- 
pited, were not in a capacity- to procure them- 
felves, by their labours a certain and regular 
fupply 01 the neceflaries of life ; nor well efta- 
bliftied in places of fuSicient fecurity. But, 
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in procefs of time, and efpecially, lincc they have 
been no longer expofcd to the danger of being ob- 
figed to remove from place to place, there has been 

^ afiBgned to every family a piece of land, fufficient, 
if properly cultivated, to fupply it with the he- 
ceffaries of life -, for, as to fuperfluites, they are, as 
yet, jftrangers to them. And, confidering their 
natural difpofition, and the manner m which they 
ate brought up, there is all the reafon in the 
world to hope, they will ever coatinufe fo. The 
miflionaries, indeed, know the full amount of what 
their lands produce. It is the fame thing in regard 
to their commerce, which cannot be carried on but 
under tht eyes of thofe, who are moft concerned 
carefully to infped it. 

All the lands of the country, where the Rc- 
duftions are fituated, are not equally good for the 
lame things. In thofe, which lie neareft the tro- 
picks, as the environs of the Parana for exam,ple, 
there is plenty of honey, wax, maiz, and cotton ^ 
thofe more to the South yield wool, hemp, and 
wheat ; and abound,, befides, in good paftures. 
The woods and the rivers are every where well 
fbocked with game. Barter fupplies the defici- 
ciencies of nature. Gold and filver fhijies no 
where but on the altars. But, befides thefe fpots 
of ground, that have been given in fee to every fa- 
ther of a family, and which are cleared in proportion 
as the Reduftions become more populous, there 

^ are fomc that, belong to the community, and the 
broduce of which is depofited in the publick ma- 
gazines againft unforefeen accidents ; for the re» 

'. pairs of the churc'hes, and every thing relating to 
divine worfhip ; for the fupport of widows, and or- 
phans, the fick and the infirm, thofe employed in 
the fervice of the altar, or commanded to any' 
. diftance, to fervc his majefty in a civil or military 
capacity ; for the maintenance of the Caciques, cor- 

regidors. 


OF PARAGUAY, 16^ 

rcgidbrs and other civil and military ofEcers ; for 
the poor, whatever the caufe of their poverty may 
be ; to fupply the deficiencies of bad crops, even 
for other towns jfor the Indians, in all their necef- 
fities, affift each other to the beft of their power. 
The furplus, if there happens to be any, is added 
to the goods to be fold for paying the king's 
tribute^ and purchafmg fuch military ftores as the 
king does not fupply them with ; and, in a word^ 
gold, filver, copper, iron, and ftecl, for the con- 
ftruftion of arms and the decoration of their 
altaris. 

The Rcduftions arc pretty large •, the ftrects 
of them quite ftrait, and the houfes uniform. In 
the center of every Reduftion there is a fquare, 
which the church faces, and likewifc the arfenal, 
in which all the arms and ammunition are laid 
up. Here the Indians exercife every week •, for 
there are, in every town, two companies of militia^ 
whofe olRcers have, according to their refpeftivc 
ranks ; very handfome uniforms lacedwith gold and 
filver, but they never wear them except when they 
exercife Or take the field. The^civil officers have, 
likewife, proper habits to diftinguilh them. As to 
the common dtefs, it confifts, for the men, in a waift- 
coat and breeches, veiy like thofe worn by the Spa- 
niards -, and above all a frock of white cloth, which 
reaches below the knee. This frock, is fometimes, 
made of a coloured cloth -, and is then a mark of 
diftindtion allowed only to merit. The womenlsf 
drefs confifts in a fliift without -fleeves, that reaches 
to the feet, and over it a gown fomewhat loofe and 
flowing. But* when employed in the fields, they 
wear nothing but the former. When they carry 
any burden, they tie it to the two ends of a broad 
ftrap, which they pafs over the forehead like .the 
women among the favages of Canada. Both men 
and women go bare legged, bare footed and bare 
headed. The women's hair ferves them for a veiU 
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Thi. snffionaries have their houfes next to the 
chnrch. The ftore houfcs, workfhops, and gra- 
V naries for containing the produce of the common 
grounds, which are always cultivated at the com- 
mon expencc, ftand all upon the fame line. In 
the Redudlions fituated at a great diftance from 
Ipanilh towns or navigable rivers, iron and fteel 
are fo fcarce, that the Indians are often obliged 
to make their tools of ftone, or of wood hardened 
by fire. Their bell metal they get from Co- 
quimbo, ,a town, .of Chili, where they .purchafe it 
in exchai^e for luch'of their commodities 'as they 
can there find a yentfor. Not only thofe who carry 
on this traffick, but in general all thofe who go with 
any goods for fale from the Redudlions to the fpa- 
^ niih fettlements^ are defrayed by, and have likewife 
their lands cultivated at the expence of, the publick. 
'As to the produce of thofe goods, it is well known; 
the rates being all fixed, fo as to admit of no impo- 
fition or difpute. ^ 

In fpite of this police, and all the meafures taken 
to prevent any one wanting the neceflaries of life, 
the miffionaries find it a very difficult tafk to 
make all things anfwer. This is owing to three 
failings in their Neophytes, which they have ' not 
as yet been able to corred; namely, their little 
forefight, their lazincfs, and their want of oecono- 
' jny, in confeqjuence of which they often come fliort 
of feed for their lands. On this occafion there 
is an abfolute neceflity for affifting them j but then 
they are obliged to return, after harveft, a quantity 
of grain equal to that lent them to procure it. As 
to other pruvifions, if the miffionaries did not keep 
a very watchful eye over them, they would, in a lit- 
tle time, not have a morfel to eat. This is likewife 
owing to . fo infsitiable an appetite, that, a few 
moments after they have ftuffed their bellies, they 
- are re^dy for a new meal. Nay, the miffionaries, 

at 
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at firft, could not fo much as leave to their difcrc- 
tion the bullocks employed in agricultui-e, left, 
through lazir^fs they ihould leave them un- 
yoked, when their work was over 4 and even 
tear them to pieces, and cjevour them, as it has 
oittn happened ; when their being hungry was all 
the excufe that could be got out <5f them. 

This has obliged the' miffionaries to appoint 
overfeers who vifit every place exadly, to fee if 
the Indians mind their bufmels, and keep their 
cattle in good order ; and have a power to punilh 
them, when they find them in fault, which feldom, 
happens at prefent. Bcfides, when it does, they" 
readily confefs their guilt and fubmitto.thefentencc 
pronounced on them. All their faults are the faults 
of children ; and„ indeed, they contmue children, 
in many rcfpedls, all their lives ; but then it is with 
all the good qualities peculiar to that age. In fpite, 
however, of all the precautions we have been (peak- 
ing of, the miffionaries often find it neccffary to have 
recourfe to other expedients, to enable feveral fa- 
milies to hold out to the end of the year •, no 
beggaiy being tolerated in this repubJick, for fear 
of introducing theft, and encouraging lazinefs. 
The fureft method hitherto found out, to corredt 
this laft failing, is to condemn the delinquent to 
cultivate the referved lands, of which we have 
fp<^cn, and which are called God's pojfejjion or 
inheritance ; but then, as fuch workmen are not 
to be depended upon, care is taken to aflbciate 
with thein others of kno'vn diligence. The 
fathers of families are likewife obliged to fend 
their children there very early, in order to form 
and inure them to labour. Every child's talk is 
adjufted to his ftrength ; and there is no pardon * 
for rhofe who do not perform it. 

One of the greateft advantages derived from this 
police isj^ that it keeps every one employed. It 

main- 
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maintains^ befides, not only in every "town, but 
through the whole republick, fo perfeft an union^ 
that ftrangers cannot helpobferving-it at firft fight* 

-^ There are no quarrels or law fuits to be feen here ; 
mine and yours are unknown words ; becaufe, it is, 
in faft, to have no exclufive property ; to be always 
ready to divide the little one has, with thofe that 
want it ; ind to have one*s attention as mufch, and 
fometimes even more, taken up with the concerns of 
others, than ones own. It is thus, the authors 
of this eftablilhment have made the very failings 
of thefe Indians contribute to procure them the 
greateft bleffings of fociety, and the conftant prac- 
tice of the firft of all chriftian virtues, which 
is charity. There is but one thing ftill wanting 
to compleat their happinefs, and that is, an hofpi- 

,A tal and a good difpenfary for medicines, in every 
town, or at leaft in every canton ; fuch as are to 
be met among the Moxes^ where the jefiaits of Peru 
have formed a republick on the model of that of the 
Guaranis. But thefe fathers found refburces for 
this purpofe, which are not to be expefted in Para- 
guay, where there are no opulent perfons, and the 
Spaniards, befides, have no great afFeftion tor In- 
dians, who depend immediately on the fovereign, 
, and ferve only the ftate. 

What contributes ftill more to maintain among 
thefe nq.w chriftians^ that furprizing harmony we 
have mentioned, is the fubordination and good un- 
derftanding that prevails among their fpiritual go- 
vernors. Thofe, who have hitherto had the imme- 
diate conduft of this flock gathered together 
by their labours, never confidered themfelvesi in 
any ftation whatfoever, otherwifc, than as the 
inftruments of the bilhops in whofe diocefe they 
labour ^ fo that every thing publilhed againft them 
on this head has fallen, of itlelf, to the ^und -, or 
has been unanfwerably refuted by the moft holy 

pre- 
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^letetes, the province of Paraguay, Tucuman, and 
JIueilQS Ayresjcvcr enjoyed. Thcfe miffionaries 
never took ;iny fteps to enter upon this great work> 
or bring it to pcrfedion, but with the confent, and 
by the authority, of their bifhops ; and never af- 
&£ktd any independence in the exercife of their 
iun6tion3. They never ufed the privileges granted 
to them by the holy fee, but in the fame manner, 
in which other religious moft fubmiffive to their 
biihops, every where ufe them* They have even 
been more referved* For, though the kings of 
Spain had authorized them to eftablifh Reduc* , ^• 
tions wherever they thought proper, and govern 
fuch Redu6tions under the dire&ion of their fu* 
periors, they never made any difficulty to rcfigrt 
their places to any other paftors the biftiops were 
pleafed to appoint, though they knew, their 
departure would be followed by the difperfion of 
their flock, as it has often happened < 

The biihops feldom vifit the Reduftions, ef. 
pecially thofe of the diocefe of Buenos Ayres, be-t 
caufe they lie at a great diftance from that ^ city^ 
Thefe journeys, befides, are very fatiguing ; very 
dangerous ; and attended with greater expencc, ^l 
than thefe prelates, whofe revenues are very fcanty,^ 
can well afford, though defrayed, in a great mea- 
fure, by the Indians themfelves. It is well known^ 
however, that it is not the fault, either of thefe? 
Indians, or their miffionaries, that thefe vifits are 
not oftcRer repeated. On the contrary^ they have (T: 

been feveral times obliged to apply for them 
in the moft earneft manner, and for a long time to- 
gether. Before they could obtain them. The Indi- 
ans folicit them, to have the comfort of feeing their 
bifhop, and for fear of being deprived of the . facra- 
ment of confirmation ; the pailors, becaufe they 
always increafc the fervor in their churches j filence 
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detraftors •, and eren procure them, on the teftr- 
monyofthc vifiting bifhops, frefh marks of hi$ 
catholic majefly*s good will and favour. 

As» to arrive at the ncareft Reduftions within the 
dioccfe of Buenos Ayres, it is requifite to remount 
the Uraguay for fome days together ; and the navi- 
gation is not only troublefome, but dangerous, on 
account of the great number of barbarians, ene- 
mies to the chriftian name, who often appear upon 
its banks ; and as, befides, there is no refting place 
to be met with during the whole journey, nor the 
leaft conveniency, even that of a bed, to lie upon, 
the bifhop had no fooner given notice of his inten- 
tions, than two or three jefuits repaired to Buenos 
Ayres with a great number of their Indians, to ef- 
cort him. Other Neophytes received orders, at the 
fame time, to make the beft of their way to certain 
pofts, from diftance to diftance, in order to drive 
away any enemies they may find there ; carry 
refrelhments ; and relieve each other in conducing 
the bifhop. This lalb precaution is fo mnch the 
more requifite, as the miffionaries have often been 
ftopt half way, by the fudden breaking out of the 
Cnall pox, or fome other epidemical diforder, a- 
mongfl; the Indians. 

On the prelate's approach to a Reduftion, the 
news of which is always received by the inha- 
bitants with the greateft demonftrations of joy, 
two companies of cavalry immediately fet out to 
meet him, and never ftop till they have got within 
fight of the convoy. Then they form ; difplay 
liieir colours'-, and perform, in the beft order, all 
their evolutions. This done, they all alight ; come 
and throw themfelves at the prelate's feet •, kifs his 
hand in the moft refpeftful manner •, and receive 
his blefling. About a league from the town, the Ca- 
cique, the Corregidor, and all the officers both ci- 
vil and military, the fuperior of the miflions, the 
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parifli prieft, and fome other jefuits aflembled 
from the neighbouring Reduftions, likewife pay 
their refpefts to the bifliop ; fall on their knees to 
kife his hand, and alk his bkfling. The infantry 
appears next, drawn up in order of battle, colours 
flying, drums beating, fifes and clariops founding ^ 
and, after opening to let his lordfhip pafs through 
them, join again, and bring up the rear, all the 
while beating to arms, till they have feen their 
prelate fafely arrived. 

The prelate enters the town amidfl the repeated 
acclamations of the inhabitants ; and, firfl, repairs 
to the church, where, on his arrival at the gates, 
the organs are immediately put in motion. It is 
here the women wait his coming; for they are never 
permitted, upon any pretence whatfoever, to mix 
with the men on fuch occafions. Though tho 
piety and modefly, painted in their countenances, 
are all their ornament, the fincere ioy they exprefs 
at their bifhop's arrival never fails to draw tears 
from him and all his attendants. Many prelates 
have even affirmed, that their tears never dried up 
during all the time their vifitation lafted. The 
bifhop, after giving his blefling to his dear daugh- 
ters in Jefus Chrift, who receive it with joined 
hands and proflrated on the ground, is condufted 
to the altar, where he makes a fliort prayer, and 
then gives out the Te Deutn^ which is accom- 
panied by the beft vocal and inflrumental mufick. 
After this, he and his attendants repair to the apart- 
ments that have been prepared for them, where 
they find every conveniency they can wj(h for ; 
and are ferved with the gpeatefl neatnefs and order. 

The time his lordfhip fpends among them is 
"employed in thofe functions, which are the princi- 
cipal object of his coming ; efpecially that of con- 
firming all thofe who have not before received that fa- 
crament. But thefe duties are intermixed with holy 
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rcioicings, in which the ftrangcrs are furprizcd to 
find more order, good tafte, and even elegance, 
than are, perhaps, to be feen in fomc of the largeft 
and beft governed towns of Europe. Acclama- 
tions precede and follow the prelate wherever 
he goes ; and his progrefs may be traced by 
flowers and odoriferous herbs and triumphal 
arches loaded with fruits and flowers of every 
kind. But what furprizes him moft^ and 
what he can never ccafe thinking of, is the pro- 
digious alteration obfervable in thefe new chriftians, 
and of which he is enabled to form a compcteBt 
judgment by comparing them with the wild Indians 
he has occafion to meet, and even with the con- 
verted Indians in the fervice of the Spaniards. 

These prelates arc equally furprized to find 
the children, that are brought to them for con- 
firmation, fo well inftrufted in regard to the' ex- 
cellence and obligations of this facram.ent, which/ 
is always conferred with fuch pomp and ceremony, 
as to make it a feftival, in which all the inha^ 
bitants have a fhare, and which never fails to 
renew their fervour. The Indians keep the 
prelate among them as long as they can, and his 
departure draws from them many tears, with which 
he cannot refrain from mixing his own. They 
cfcort him to the next town, in the fame order, 
and with the fame ceremony, they conduced him 
to their own ; and, when he has vifited all the. 
Reduftions, he returns to Buenos Ay res with the 
fame convoy, with which he fct out. This pic- 
ture may ferve for the vifitations, which the biflhop 
of the Aflumption makes in the Reduftions feated 
in the neighbourhood of the Parana. 

The governor of; the province, the commif- 
faries and vifitors fcnt by the kings of Spain 
to infpeft the fl:ate of the Reductions, arc re* 
ccivcd in a more military manner, but with the 
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iame zeal, and always with m^rks of the profoun^eft 
fubmiflion. The provincial of the jeftiits, when 
he makes bis firft vifit, is received with demonftra-- 
tions of aflfeftidn and rcfpeft, which, however great 
they may be, evidently fall Ihort of what thefe 
good people would have them, though a great 
deal more flattering for this father oif their fathers, 
than all the honours they cpyld render hihi, did 
his modefty permit him to receive any. If any 
of thefe Neophytes happen to be at Buen03 Ayres, 
when new miffionaries arrive there from Europe, 
(and when they have timely notice of their being 
cxpcfted, they always flock there in gre^t numbers 
to receive them,) there is nothing they don't put 
in praftice to exprefs their joy. It is but one per- 
petual holiday in the city as long as the fathers con- 
tinue in it ; and the Indians never fail to vary 
their rejoicings by a few ftiews, with which fome 
foreigners, ptot«fl:ants el{)ecially, have taken a 
great dfeal of pains to embellifh their relation, at the 
expencc of the jefuits. 

BtJT thefe tiavellers, and moft of thofe who look 
for amufemcnt in their memoirs, don't fufHciently 
attend to the fpirit, in which all thefe things are 
done •, nor cbnfider, as they ought to do, that the 
diflTerence and variety of the feveral climates is at- 
tended with a great deal in the way of thinking 
and ading of thofe who live under them ; that 
befides a great many things ought to be overlooked 
in men but newly civilized and converted, who 
think they can never ,do enough to exprefs their 
afFe<Stioh and gratitude towards thofe, who ref- 
cued them from favagenefs and idolatry, and 
who, at the expencc of immenfe labours, and in 
Ipite of the mofl: cruel perfecutions, have pro-f 
cured them all the bleffings they enjoy, that 
©f liberty in particular, of whofe value, as 
well ^ that of all other bleflings, they mufl: be 
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fo much the more fenfible, as they have conftantly 
before their eyes other Indians their countrymen,, 
groaning under the moft cruel flavery, or living 
ftrangers to all the comforts of a civil and religious 
life ; and thefe obfervations are handed down from 
generation to generation -, the parents never failing 
to relate them to their children. What wonder then, 
that the remembrance of fo many and fuch great 
bleflings, fhould infpire them with a boundlefs 
afFeftion for the miflionaries •, and, that in expreffing 
it, they fhould give way a little to their natural 
genius and difpofition. 

It has been thought proper, confidering the na- 
tural levity and inconftancy of the Indians, and the 
great. difficulty there is often found in rooting out 
of the hearts of thofe newly converted certain 
grofs vices, in a manner grown natural to them, to 
eflablifh in the Redudtions the praftice of publick 
penances, much upon the fame footing it prevailed 
m the primitive ages of chriftianity. For this pur- 
pofe, the mifTionaries appoint fome of the moft vir- 
tuous to hifpeft the conduft of the reft. Thefe 
infpeftors, as foon as they have furprized any one 
in a facSb capable of giving fcandal, put on him the 
penitential habit ; condudhim to the church, where 
they oblige him to make a publick confeffion of his 
crime ; and then carry him to the fquare to be 
whipped. The criminals always receive this cor- 
rection not only without murmuring, but with 
thanks ; and fcarce ever relapfe. Nay the men 
often, and the women fometimes, are feen to con- 
fefs, in the moft publick manner, faults of this kind, 
though committed in private ; and apply for pe- 
pance. But a great deal of difcretion is obferved 
on thefe occafions -, and it is with great difficulty 
the miflionaries permit any of them, the women eC- 
pecially, to make fuch publick confefllons, when 
tjiey wait to afk leave for that purpofe. 

Those 
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Those devout and pious exercifes, which arc 
moft approved, and the church befides has moft au- 
thorized, are likewife fo many means fuccefsfully 
employed to maintaim the fpirit of religion, and 
even increafe it in the hearts of thefe new chriftians. 
It is a rule not to admit to the communion of the 
tody and blood of Jeftjs Chrift thofe Jborn of infi- 
del parents, till -after a long and fevere tryal ; and 
they have given fufficient proofs of their difcerning, 
as the apoftle direfts, the food of the foul, and that 
they truly hunger and thirft after it. But to do 
this they have the grcateft hdps. Nothing is 
omitted to make them fenfible, befoi« they arc 
permitted to approach this celeftial banquet, of 
the great purity of heart and fubiimity of af- 
feftion requifite to partake of it worthily and to 
advantage ; and it may be affirmed with great 
truth, that they never come to the holy table but 
with fentimfents, capable of making an impreflion 
on the moft hardened reprobates. 

The firft miflionaries immediately perceived, that,' 
in order to infpire the new converts with 9 great 
relpeft for the holy place, and for the worfhip 
peculiar to it, it was proper to employ fome exte- 
rior pomp and ceremony ^ and nothing has been 
fpared to make the proper ufe of this oblervation. 
All the churches are large, with three, and often 
five, naves, fomewhat too tow, indeed, for their 
length and breadth, becaufe the roof is fupported 
by columns of one piece. In the largeft churches 
there are five very neat altars, at leaft j that in the 
middle, which is the great altar, has always fbmC'* 
thing auguft and ftriking in it. The Spaniards 
themfelves are furprized to fee them fo munificent, 
and fo rich in plate, linen, and ornaments. It is, 
indeed, the only fubjeft of emulation between th^ 
Reductions, fome of whom have been known to 
rebuild their churches from the very foundations, 
merely to put them on a level with others •, and 
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even deprive themfelves of the nec^Soies of life 
to efFed it. 

All the churches are adorned with paintings 
which reprefent the principal myfteries of our holy 
rdigiony^and the moft heroic anions of the faints 
of the old and new teftament. Thefe paintings 
are feparated by fefloons and cotnpartiments of 
an evcrlafting verdure, interfperfcd with the moft 
beautiful flowers. On folemn days^ the pavement 
is likewife ftrewed with flowers, and the whole 
church fprinklcd with fweet waters, which perfume 
the air. This, indeed, is eafily done, as the mate* 
rials are to be found in this country all this year 
round. Befides, the Indians being very fond of 
flowers and odoriferous plants, thefe ornaments 
contribute to remind them that they ought, by 
their innocence and virtue, to be the good odour c^ 
Jefus Chrift, and render themfelves worthy of 
becoming the living temples of the Holy Ghoft. 

These methods have fucceeded beyond the 
moft fanguine expeAations of the miflionaries^ 
Nothing can come up to the modcfty, refped: 
and tender devotion with which they affift it the 
divine myfteries, and the ordinary prayers, which 
are, almoft all of them, faid in the church. The 
attention, with which they liften to the inftrudions 
and exhortations of their paftors, almoft furpaflfes 
belief; and during the aft of contrition, with which 
jboth inflruftipns and exhortations are always con- 
cluded, and which is pronounced with a loud voice, 
they fob and figh ; and would publickly confefs 
their faults, did not their miflionaries employ all 
their authority to prevent it. 

It is by thefe means that the miflionaries have 
fuccceded, in entirely extirpating from this repub- 
lick certain vices, drunkennels elpecially, to which 
the Indians have an almoft invincible difpofltion ; 
and infpire them with fo great a delicacy of con- 
.^cicnce, that, at prcfent, they rarely bring any but 

the 
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Hightefb faults to the tribunal of penance. Don 
Pedro Faxardo, bifhop of Buenos Ayres, wrote to 
the king of Spain^ that he did not believe there 
was a fingle mortal fin committed in any of thefe 
towns in a whole twelvemonth. They prefent 
thcmfelves, however, before this tribunal with fuch 
fentiments of compunflion, that they feldom leave 
it without difTolving into tears. And, indeed, no 
pains have been Ipared to engrave deeply in their 
hearts the falutary fear of difpleafing God ; and to 
keep out of their way every thing capable of en- 
dangering their innoicence. It is for this purpole 
that houfes of refuge have been every where efta- 
blifl^edforthe reception of widows, and fuch married 
women as have no children, during the abfence of 
their hufbandr They are all maintained in thefe 
houfes^ at the expence of the publick, when they 
cannot work, or what they do is found infuf- 
ficient for their fupport. 

It is no way furprizing, that God fhould work 
fuch wonders in fuch pure fouls ; nor that thofe 
very Indians, to whom fome learned doftors would 
not allow reafon enough to be received into the 
bofom of the church, mould be at this day one of 
its greateft ornaments ;and, perhaps, the moil pre- 
cious portion of the flock ot Jefus Chrift. ft is 
^ leaft, certain, that there are to be found a great 
number of chriftians among them, who have at- 
tained the moil eminent fan(5lity ; that all, or 
almoft all of them carry their contempt of the 
goods of this life to fuch an extraordinary degree, 
as to be^ always ready to part with what 
they poflefs for each others relief, and the de- 
coration of the houfe of the Lord. Nay, they fcru-? 
pic making ufe themfelves of the moft precious 
iruits of their induftry. For inftance, I faid that 
there is in fome parts of this country, a kind of 
bees, called Opemus:, whofc wax exceeds any thing 
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we know of in whitenefs. Thefe Neophytes have 
confecrated all they can gather of it to burn be- 
fore the piftures of the Blefled Virgin ; and, a je- 
fait having once endeavoured to perfuade fome of 
t^em, who happened to be in diftrefs, to fell 
what they had gathered of it, in order to procure the 
negeffaries they wanted; "We have, they an- 
fwered, confecrated it all to our good mother, and 
are not afraid of her abandoning us in our diftrefs'*. 
* The churches are feldom without a great num- 
ber of pcrfons, who there fpend, in prayer, all the 
time they can fpare from their neceflary labours. 
At daybreak, ' the children of both fexes affemble 
there at the ringing, of a bell ; and, after morning 
prayer, fing the chriftian doftrine till fun rife. The 
inen and women then come to hear mafs ; after" 
which they ail go to their feveral tafks. In the 
Evening, the children return to church to be catc- 
chifed V which done, evening prayers are faid, at 
which all in general, as much as poffible, affift. 
Thefe indifpenfable devotions always terminate 
with the rofary. A mafs of the virgin, and another 
^r the dead, is fung every monday. On fundays 
and holidays, all repair to the church by daybreak ; 
stnd immediately begin to fmg the chriftian doc- 
trine, after which the prieft performs what mar- 
riages or efpoufals are to be performed. The pro- 
felytes affift at thefe ceremonies, and even the in- 
fidels, if any happen to be in the Reduction, as 
they have been found by experience to infpife them 
with very high notions of our holy religion. ' The 
fcafts and fafts of the week are then publilhed ; 
likewife all orders and letters from the bilhops. 
After mafs, ftrift enquiry is made, if any one has 
abfented himfelf from it, or any difordcr has hap- 
pened, that requires an immediate remedy. The 
baptifm of the Catechumens, and fometimes that of 
the new. born infants, is the firft function of . the 

after^ 
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afternoon. Then, vefpers are fung ; and the day 
finiflies, as ufual, with evening prayers and the ro- 
fary. But, in the congregations, the velpers arc 
always followed by an exhortation. 

These congregations are on the fame footing 
with thofe, that have been creftcd in almoft all the 
houfes of the fociety ; and are divided into feve- 
ral claffes. There is one for the young men, 
from twelve to thirty, under the protedtion of the 
prince of the heavenly militia. AH the relt are 
under that of the mother of God. None are admit- 
ted members of thefe aflbciations, but fuch as diftiif- 
guifh themfclves by theit charity to their neigh- 
bours ;their zeal formaintaininggood order and con- 
verting infidels ; and their affiduity in approaching 
the facraments. The apprehenfion of being ftruck 
out of the table that contains the names of the aC- 
fociates, would alone be fufficient to keep them 
within the ftridtelt bounds of their duty. The 
leaft intemperance, if attended with any fcandal, 
is enough to make the perfon guilty of it with- 
draw of his own accord ; and nothing has contri- 
buted fo much to extirpate entirely fo dangerous 
a vice. 

The miffionaries have even found means to infpire 
thefe Neophytes with fo great an averfion for drunk- 
cnnefs, the moft univerfal of all their vices, and 
the moft difficult to extirpate, that, when, their af- 
fairs call them to the fpanifh towns, it is impoffible 
to prevail upon them to tafte any wine. On thefe 
occafions, they have been often heard to fay, that 
wine is the beft thing that comes from Spain, but 
that to them it is downright poifon. The fame 
precautions have been taken to cure them of in- 
continency, which is one of the ordinary confe- 
quences of drunkennefs. The flighteft fault of 
jhis kind would be fufficieiit to render any of them 
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unworthy in the eyes of the reft, of being counted 
among the fervaiits of the queen of virgins. 

As to the women, the pains taken to inlpire 
them with a great horror for impurity, have fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that they readily lubmit to the moft 
ignominious penance, for the leaft liberty they give 
themfelves in this refpecl ; young girls have of- 
ten been known to part with their lives, rather than 
yield to the brutality of infidels into whofe hands 
they had the misfortune of falling. It has not, 
however, been as yet thought quite fo fafe to ex- 
hort them to celibacy. In Ihort, the two fexes arc 
no where fuffered to intermix, not even at church, 
in the middle of which there is a paflage from the 
door to the fanftuary, which parts the men from 
tlie women* They are even divided into clafles, 
according to their different ages-, and every clafs 
has its infpedtors, who fee that all thofe under 
their care behave with the ftrifteft decorum. Thofe 
who infpe£t the children carry in their hands long 
rods, with which they immediately put in mina 
of their duty thofe, who feem ever fo little to forget 
it. To conclude, there are doors on both fides, by 
which the whole congregation may come in and go 
cut without the leaft diforder or confufion. 

The resfder may imagine from what I have al- 
ready faid of the natural tafte which thefe Indians 
difcover for mufic, that the mifllonaries failed not 
to avail themfelves of fo happy a dilpofition to en* 
gage the infidels, whom curiofity, accident or bu- 
fincfs lead to the Reduftions, to lifteri to their^ in- 
|lriii9:ions, and infpire thofe they converted with a 
greater liking to the divine fervice. It is for this 
purpofe that all the chriftian dodlrine has been fet to 
nuilic, and this expedient has anfwered exceedingly 
well. Thefe muficians, who, v/hen they perform 
in church, wear, as all others immediately in the 
fervice of it, a very decent and neat habit, at 

the 
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the fame time that they infpirc others with devo- . 
rion, feem to glow' with it themfelves, which proves 
ftill more, that they do not make any extraordi- 
nary efforts to fucceed ; and that, as the natural 
efFeft of mufic h to excite in the heart Ihofe fenti- 
ment's wliich it already poffefles, this art finds; in 
the Indians who praftice it, and in thofe who hear 
them, no fentiments but fuch as tend to piety and 
devotion. 

The folemn feftivals are celebrated with the 
greateft pomp, efpecially that of the faint whole 
name the church bears, and that of the blefled fa- 
crament. On the approach of the firft, invitations 
are fent to the inhabitants of the neareft Reduc- 
tions ; and they attend in great numbers, the of- 
ficers on horfeback and in their uniforms. The 
folemnity begins the eve of the holiday by a very 
fine military proceflTion, in which the Alferez, who 
carries the great ftandard, appears mounted on a 
proud courier richly caparifoned, and rides under 
a magnificent canopy. After perambulating the 
principal ftreets in very good order, to the found 
of the drums and other warlike inftruments cf mu- 
fick, they repair to the great door of the church, 
where thofe on horfeback alight, and the Alferez 
takes his feat in a chapel prepared for his recep- 
tion. The firft vcfpers are then performed, after 
which the children are made to dance in the great 
fquare, where the whole company,, both inhabitants 
and ftrangers, are placed in the greateft order. 
The dances being finiftied, the cavalry returns to 
the place where they began their march. At night, 
bonfires are made from diftance to diftance, and all 
ftreets are illuminated. The next day, they repair 
to high mafs in the fame order they repaired, the 
evening before, to firft vefpers. At noon, the in- 
habitants entertain the ftrangers •; and every one is 
regaled with a fmall cup of wine. Immediately 

after 
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after the fecond vefpers, at which every thmg palles 
as at the firft, they run at the ring. The mif- 
fionaries affift at it» with all the chiefs and officers, 
to keep the fpcdtators in order ; diftributethe prizes 
to the conquerors ; and give the fignal for breaking 
up. 

But nothing can compare with the proc'eOion 
of the bleffed facrament ; and it may be affirmed, 
that, without any difplay of riches or magnificence, 
it forms a fight, which yields, in nothing, to the 
richeft and moll magnificent proceffion in any other 
part of the world. Don Antonio de UUoa informs 
% us, in general, that it is attended with very fine 
dancing, far above what is to be feen in the pro- 
vince of Quito ; that the dancers are very neatly 
dreffed ; and that the pomp of it, upon the whole, 
equals that of the greateft cities, at the fame time 
that infinitely more decency and devotion accom- 
panies it. I faid, that no treafures were to be 
feen at this ceremony ; but all the beauties of fim- 
ple nature are there fo happily difpofed as to 
reprefent her in all her glory. She even ap- 
pears, if I may fay fo, all life and ' foul on the 
occafion -, for, over the greens and flowers that 
compofe the triumphal arches, under which the 
bleffed facrament paffes, there appear flocks of 
birds of every colour, tied by the legs to firings 
of fuch a length, that a ftranger would imagine 
they enjoyed their full liberty, and were come of 
their own accord to mix their warblings with the 
voices of the muficians, and the reft of the people ; 
and blefs, in their own way, him, whofe providence 
. carefully fupplies all their wants. 

All the ftreets are hung with carpets very well 
wrought, and feparated by garlands, fefloons 
and compartimcnts of verdure, difpofed with 
the mofl beautiful fymmetry. From diflance 
to diflance, there appear lions and tigers very 

well 
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well chained, that they may not difturb the 
folemnity inftead of adorning it ; and even verf 
fine fifties fporting and playing in large bafons ^ 
water. In a word, every fpecies of living creatures 
aflift at the folemnity, as it were, by their deputies, 
to do homage to the incarnate word, in his auguft 
facrament ; and acknowledge the fovereign domi- 
nion his father has given him over all living crea- 
tures. Wherever the proceffion pafles, the ground 
is covered with mats, and ftrewed with flowers 
and odoriferous herbs. All, even the fmallefl: chil- 
dren, have a hand in thefe decorations, amongil: 
which are, likewife, to be feen the flefli of the 
animals newly killed for food ; every thing the 
Indians regale themielves with at their greateft re- 
joicings -, and the firft fruits of their labours; all^ 
in order to make an offering of them to the Lord ; 
the grain, particularly, they intend to fow, that he 
may give it a bleffing. The warbling of the birds, 
the roaring of the lions and tigers, the voices 
of the muficians, the plain chant of the choir, all 
intermix without confufion, and confpire to form 
a concert not to be equalled in any other part of 
the world. 

The great royal, ftandard is carried behind the 
blefled facrament. The cacique, the corregidor, the 
regidors, and the alcaldes, fupport the canopy. The 
militia, both horfe and foot, with their colours and 
ftandards flying, aflifl:, likewife, at the procefljon in 
good order. But, however ftriking this fpeftacic 
may be, the greatefl: beauty of it^ beyond all 
manner of doubt confiflis in the piety, the modefty, 
the refpeft, and even the air of holinefs, vifible in 
every countenance ; fo that, perhaps, the triumph 
of the faviour of mankind is no where more com- 
pleat than in this barbarous country, where his 
name was not known two ages ago. As foon as 
the blefled facrament is returned to the churchy 

the 
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the Indies prefent to the miffionaries all the ieveraf 
kinds of eatables that have been expbfed in the 
proceflion -, and the fathers, after fending the belt 
of every thing to the lick, diftribute what remains 
among the reft of the inhabitants. The evening, 
as on all other great folemnities and days of publick 
rejoicing, concludes with - the * moft curious fire- 
works. " In ftiort, fays Don Antonio de Ulba^ 
thefe Neophytes omit no circumftance either of 
feftivity or devotion pradtifed in the moft opulent 
cities of Old Spain/* 

Their cemeteries or burying grounds arc great 
^ fquares, always near the church, divided, length- 
ways by fine walks bordered with orange and lemon 
trees ; the middle one leading to a chapel, planted 
all round with ftatcly cyprcfs and palm trees, and 
inclofed with low walls. Every monday a procefiion 
is made to the chapel, in order to fing a mais of Re- 
quiem, which is followed by a Ubera at feach of the 
crofles planted at the four corners of the cemetery. 
There are other chapels, at fome diftance from every 
reduction, to ferve as a ftation to the procefiions 
made on the rogation days, and at other times, 
cither to deprecate God's anger in cafes of public 
calaniity, or to return him thanks for ^cial 
mercies. All the ftreets of the town terminate at 
one or another of thefe chapels •, and have, befides, 
every one of them a crofs at each end, where the 
proGcflion makes a paufe, to perform mufically an 
anthem, whofe words are adapted to the fubjedt of 
the proceflion, or elfe contain fome article of the 
I chriftian doftrine. It, then, enters an avenue plr«nt- 
ed with the moft beautiful and ftately trees, which 
leads to the chapel. In their way to this chapel 
they fing the irfual prayers, and conclude them by 
another anthem. All the inhabitants aflift at this^ 
proceflion, ejccept the fick, or thofc whofe bufinefs 
will not admit them to be prefent^ 

No 
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7^0 pains have been fparcd to eftablifh the moft 
cxa6t police in this republick. All the inhabitants 
are to be at home^ every evening, by a certain- 
hour, when a fufEcient detachment begins to pa« 
trol the ftreets and fquares, for a certain time, at 
the end of which, they are relieved by another; and^ 
£0 on till day light. There are two reafons for 
this inftitution •, the firft is, to hinder the inhabi-^ 
tants from leaving home at an unfeafonable hour 
without its being known where they go, and upon 
what errand. The fecond is, to prevent the town's 
being furprized by an enemy ; for there are every 
where ftroUing Indians, againft whom it is impoflibte 
to be too much on onels guard. The perfons, thus 
entrufted with the care of maintaining good order^ 
and preventing fudden attacks, are chofen with the 
fame precaution obferved in chufing thofe, who are 
defied for publick employments 'and the fcr- 
vice of the churches. 

These precautions confift in preparing, from 
their very infancy, for every employment, thofe 
who difcover thcpropereft difpofitions to^ fill^ it 
worthily. The inhabitants, in general, are taught 
nothing but what is neceffary to make them good 
workmen ; enable them to govern their fan:)ilies 
well ; and qualify them for fuch little fubaltern 
employments, as require no extraordinary ge- 
nius. Formerly, the Guaranis, and all the other 
Indians of thefe provinces, could only reckon by 
their fingers and toes. To exprefs any number ex- 
ceeding twenty, they made ufe of a word equivalent 
to our Many. At prefent, the Neophytes under- 
ftand enough of numbers to anfwer all their pur- 
pofes, and nothing more is required of them. The 
miffionaries know the extent of their capacity, and 
exaft nothing beyond it. They keep them with- 
in the bounds of their ancient fimplicity, but di- 
veiled of all that vice and favagenefs which disfi- 

VoL. I. X gured 


t^ THE HIS TORT 

guredit. In a word, this republick is, propefly^ 
the feat of evaiigelical fimplicity •, and it is in ordct 
to prefervc it genuine and entire^ that the miflTon-* 
aries do all that lies in their power to hinder the 
Necffihytes from having any communication with 
the Europeans ; experience having convinced them, 
that all the new chriftians of America^ who are 
fallen from their primitive fervour, fell merely in 
confequence of their having converfed too freely 
with the old chriftians from Europe ; or even hav- 
ing only taken too near a view of them* 

It is, likewife, for this Teafon,that, in all the jour- 
ney s they are obliged to take ; during their refi- 
dence in the Spamlh towns ; and all the time they 
fcrve his majefly, as -foldiets or labourers ; they 
are accompanied by miffianaries, who never lafe 
fight of thcin ; who often fpeak to them of God ^ 
fee that they cxadtiy comply with all their du- 
ties, and perform punftually ail their, rel^ious 
CKrcifcs si and, as yet, thank God, they have 
not been known to give themfelves any loofe. On 
the contrary we are told, that the adions and dif- 
courfes, moil<:apable of making bad impreflions, 
fcrve only to infpire them with a greater horror of 
vice; that no indecent word ever efcapes theif 
laps •, and that they, are, of themfelves, extremely 
iblicitous not to omit any of their ufual exercifes 
of devotion. It niuft, however, be owned, that 
thofe who live at the greatcft diftance from the 
Spanifli fcttlements, and feldomeft leave their own, 
difcover a more extraordinary degree of fervour 
and fimplicity than the reft ; on whom, for this 
reafon, the miffionaries are obliged to beftow more 
than ordinary care and attention. 

But there is one thing, greatly to their honour, 
univerfally allowed by all the Europeans fetded in 
Squth America; which is, that they no longer 
^ifcover any traces of their former pronenefs to ven- 
geance 
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^aitce, erueltyy licentioufiiefs^ and the gtjoSkt 
vices ; in a word, tiiat they are no longer, in any 
refpc^, the fame men they formerly were ; th&t 
what prevails molt in their charadier at prefent, is 
a mon cordial love and aflPedlon for each other, ^i^ 
eharity for all men, that charms air who frequent 
them, the infidels efpecially, whom their hfehavipUr 

. fcrvcs to infpire with the moft favoutable opinion of 
the chriftian religion. Th^ readinefs with which 
they relieve each other in their warfts*; tfke lively^ 
joy they exprefs asoftcfn as they fee any additibn: 
made to the number of thofe who adore Jefos 
Chrift ; leave no room to doubty that the fruie love' 
of their neighbour, and the warnieft zeal for the 
glory of God, are become their ruling paffions. 
There is nothing, in 'fad, which they are ttot ready 

» to do or fufFer to extend the kingdoni of God 5 
and we Ihall, perhaps, have occafion to mention, 
hereafter, ibme inftances of this difpofition^ 
There is a kind of emulation among them to fa-, 
cilitate to the new miflionaries, the acquifition of 

. their language ; and one of their caeiqities has- 
been known to learn Spanifti merely to be able to 
tranflate pious trafts in that tongue $ and he, ac- 
cordingly, tranflated fome of them. When a new 
reduftion. is to be founded, all contribute to the 
undertaking with the greateft earncftnefs and ala- 
crity-, and with a generofity, that knows no 
bounds* 

The publick rejoicings, which they are, from time 
to tiihe, permitted to makej^ appeared neceflary tor 
the miffionaries, as well to preferve their health,, 
as to keep up among them an ,air of cheerfulnefs 
and good humour, which are fo far from be- 
ing contrary to virtue, that they greatly con^ 
tribute to render it amiable, and increafe, devo- 
tion, as often as, after the example of the royal 
prophet^ chriftians propbfe to themfelves their cie- 
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Icftial cotEintirjFv as the principal objedk o£ their joy.. 
Another view the miflionaries had in this toleration, 
was to ftrengthcn the union between alithe members 

. of this republick ; and experience proves, that no- 
thing could be better imagined to anfwer fo defi- 
rable an end. The women never affift at thefe 
rejoicings, otherwife than as fpeftatiors •,• and the 
prefence of the priefts ferves to keep the whole 
company, within thofe bounds, which chriftians 
^ould never trefpafs. The leaft indecency an 
thele occafions would fubjedb the offender to im- 
mediate punlfhment. 

From all we have faid it evidently follows, that 

. there can nowhere be found fo great a degree of 
happinefs, as that enjoyed by the members of this 
new church ; and that it was with great reafon 

. Monfieur Muratori intitled his defcription of ir, 
II chriftianejimo felice. In f^6l, what can chriftians 
defirc, who have confined thcmfelvcs to the necefia- 
ries of life, and are,, morally^ fure never to come 
Ihort of them ;. who even know,, after the apoftle's^ 
example,, to enjoy plenty, without making an iil 
ufe of it; and, without murmuring, fuffer want ; 
who never entertain the leaft thoughts of defpair- 
ing in providence, which never fails to fupply 
them againft unexpeded accidents with refourc«s 

. equally unexpefted ; who regulate all their fenti • 
ments and' all their aftions by the pureft maxims of 
the gofpel ; who live under the condudl of thofe, to 
whom they owe all the bleflings they enjoy ; who 
poffefs, in fine, all the advantages of fubordination 
and dependence, without feeling any of that unea- 
finefs ufually attending reftraint. 

They would, no doubt, be ftill happier, had it 
been poffible to hinder them from knowing fo much 
as the name of war ; but, even , in the very in- 
fancy of their republick, they experienced all the 
hoirors of it, as will prefently appear i and they 

have 
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Ijwe to this day neighbours, from whom they can 
cxpedt neither no reft, but in proportion as they 
can command it. Jt was, therefore, abfblutely re- 
quifite to put arms into their hands, and inftruft L 
tnem in an art, which is the greateft plague of 
mankind. But it is not to make conquefts, or to 
enrich themfelres at the expence of other nations ^ 
they pradice it. As neichcr xheir countrymen, 
nor thofe ftrangers, who, in a hoftile manner, for- 
merly carried on fo cruel a perfecution ^gainft 
them, dare any longer attack them, they have, for 
many years .pift, no other occafion to ufc their 
arms, but in the fervice of the prince, to whom 
they have fworn an implicit obedience., Thpfe, 
therefore, who are charged with the condudof 
themj have thi3 <:onfoladQn^ that they never tak§; 
the ifi^ld but through .a wife and jieceflary 
precaution, or by the grders of ,their fovercign ; 
thus fanftifying themfclves, it may be iaid, in a, ' 
profeflion fo dangerous to virtue. 

Every xown keeps on foot a body of cavalry, and 
another of infantry^ The infantry, befides the maaa- 
na,and the bow and arrow, carry a fling, a fword, and 
a muflcet; the cavalryufefabresand lancet; and, likcr 
wife, a muflcet, as they fometimes do duty on foot, 
Jike the European dragoons. They themfelves s L 
niake all their fmall arms, jthey- field pieces, and 
e^en their heavy artillerv. They never ufe the 
heavy artillery, but to keep their neighbours ia 
awe ; or the field pieces, but when they are com*- 
manded on the king's fervice. But, as I already 
faid, they never kt;cp any of their arms, of any 
Jcind^ by them^ unlc^ w!hen there is Ibme reafon to 
apprehend a furprize. At all other times, the foU 
idler is not to diftinguiihed from the mere citizen ; 
and thofe brave fellows, on whom the fecurity of 
the republick depends, and who &> often come ^ 
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Home loaded with laurels, as ibon as they have l^uj 
by their arms, might ferve as mojlels of piety ancj 
ibbmiiion to the moft retired monk. ' ' 

. Every monday, the corregidor pf pvery town, 
not only reviews his troops, in the great fqikre, but 
;hakes them perform their exeriqife. On thcfe occafijr 
ons, they form two divifions, which attackeachothcr, 
arid fondctimes do it with fo mijch ardour, thjit the 
commanding officer, to prevent mjfchjef, is obliged 
to order the retreat to be founded fooner th.an hjt 
intended. Prizes are, likewife, propojTed, from time 
itb time, for thofe, who pferforin beft af the how, 
lince, fling, and fire-arms. The moft diverting^ 
cxercifc of all is that of the lance. 'That of the 
fling is very furprizing, on account of the juftneft 
with which the flingers hit the mark ; and 'it may 
be truly affirhied, that there arc ho troops in aft 
America capable of making head againft them with 
fling or lance. I may even, I think,, venture to 
ipronounce this militia invincible by egpal numbers. 
They are, befidcs, very docile; never giy<e way; and, 
.'^hen broke, rallv at the firft order. However, 
^hey would not, it is to be preiumcd, fight the 
\^orfe^ were they properly headed by Spanifl^ 
officers. 

. The ambufcades, . and fuddtn irruptions and atr 
ticks, which ufed formerly to proye fo fatal to 
jthem, are now no longer to be dreaded, on account 
pf the great care taken to keep them conftantly 
oh their- guard. There is always a party of hprfe 
employed iii fcouring the country, with orders to 
give notice of every thing that pafles ; and all the 
defiles, by which an enemy could penetrate into the 
country, ^re well guarded. But as, in fpite of all 
thefe precautions, fome of an enemy's parties mighty 
J)y the favour of the woods ftealupon a town, and 
^orm it, while the inhabitants were at church, the 
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ftfilitary men are permitted to carrj^ their arms there 
j&long with them, when there is any rpafon to fuC* 
pe6t fuch 3n attack that they may be in rpadincft 
to ftop a coup de main, and give the reft of tKe ii>. 
habitants time to look aboiit them* 

This repUblick occupies a great extent of coun-f 
try, the air of which is, in general^ moift, and the 
weather pretty temperate. In fome of the fouthern 
diftridts of it, the winters are pretty fevcre -, but 
the lands are every where fruitful, and yield fugar^ 
Cobacco, and all tJie neceflarics of life- Not only 
grains peculiar to the ccnintry, but thofe brought 
from Europe, thrive very wejil in them. The 
crops of cotton generally amount to two thoufand 
arobes for every reduftion^ ^ The country like- 
wife yields, as we faid before, great quantities of 
koney and wax, which require no trouble but that 
of going into the woods to gather them. When 
the Indians have laid up a ftock of every thing for, 
theprefent year's confump^ion, axid a Sufficiency 
^f feed to provide for the next ; whai remains is, 
^Ibng ^yith the weed of Paraguay,^ carried to Santafe^ 
10 be exchanged for commodities ; or fold for mo- 
^ey to pay the kings tribute, and buy luch things ^is 
cannot be had in the way of barter. 

The Guaranis were for a long time rfie only In- 
dians, in a manner, that compofcd (this republick $ 
4nd they are ftill the bulk of them. Next to them 
are the ^apes, who fpoke the fiime language, and are 
probably of the fame extraftion. Nay, their name 
is often given to all the fubjefts of this republick, 
in the refcripts of the cath9lick kings. But there 
are few nations between the Parana,- the province 
of Uraguay, and Brazil, that have not fupplied the 
Reduftions with recruits. Befides, the miffionaries 
frequently take the field, in company with fome of 
their Neophytes, to make fpiritual conquefts ; and 
4h^ feldom return unfuccefsfuU The moft diffi- 
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cult to reduce ar^ the Guanoas^ of whom we ih4I 
fay fotnething in another place ; not only becauf^ 
(hey are very lazy, and .very diflblute, but more 
(lill, becaufe their blood is mixed with that of thQ 
Spaniards, fome of whom, from time to time, take 
refuge among them to avoid juftice, and cannot, 
by their bad example, but give them a diflike tQ 
the chriftian religipn. Some of thefe Guanoas, 
however, whq through curiofity, or a defire of fec-t 
ing their countrymen, come to the reduftions, are 
retained there by the kind reception they gneet^ 
This is, likewife, the cafe with fome other In-r 
dians and even with the Cbaruas^ a wandering an4 
very favage people, who maffacred great num-. 
bers of Spaniards, during the * firft building 
of Buenos Ayres and the neighbouring eftablifh-^ 
ments. But thofe, who, next to the Guaranis and 
the Tapes, have contributed moft to fill up the va- 
cancies, which wari and efpecially ficknefs, pretty 
often occafion in the reduftions, are the Guananas^. 
who live between the Parana and Brazil For, as 
thefe Indians cultivate the earth, admit no outlaws 
among them, ^^d are pretty docile and laborious^ 
there is the lefs trouble ito gain them over. 

It will, no doubt, appear furprizing, that a rc-^ 
publick fo well regulated, and in which fo much 
care is taken to prevent every thing that m?iy im-t 
pair the health of its members, fhould not people 
fafter. But, befides the Neophytes having beenl 
, for a long time the fport of revolutions and a prey 
to wars, by yrhich an infinite number of them pc- 
rilhed •, befides their long and frequent expedi- 
ditions at a great diftance from home in the king'5 
fervice, fince, by being permitted the ufe of fire 
arms, they have had nothing to fear from other In- 
dians ; no method has been as yet difcovered to 
fccure them from certain epidemical difeafes, which 
fometimcs carry off half the inhabitants of the 
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towns, in which they break out. And it is this 
that has deceived feveral perfons, who^ from feeing 
the tribute rolls of one year, formed an eftimatc of 
what was to be paid into the treafury the next ; not 
confidering, or perhaps not willing to conftder, that 
the number of thofe fubjedt to the tribute was not 
only not encreafed, but confiderably leflcned. 

The commoneft of thefe diforders, which are 
often called plagues, qn account of their becom- 
ing general in a fhort time, are the fmall pox, -the 
purples, malignant fevers, arid a fourth, of which we 
arc barely told, that it is 'attended with very Iharp 
pains. Thefe diforders are fo much the more dan- 
gerous, as the, Indians, quite carel^s of themfelves, ' 
can fcarce ever be prevailed on by others to ' take 
any pains to prevent them, or flop their progrefs ^ 
and as, befides, there is not a fingle phyfician in all 
the reduftions, nor any other furgeons, but a few 
lay brother jefuits -, and it has not as yet been 
found poffible to eftablifti hofpitals or good diC- 
pcnfaries. The miflionaries fupply, as much as 
poffible, the want of all thefe necefTaries, by all 
the care the moft induftrious and tender charity can 
fuggefl, efpecially for the relief of the fick ; and 
it mufl be owned, that two men, and fometimes 
but one, obliged to attend, at once, to all the necef^ 
fitics of body and foul, and make frequent excur- i 
^ fions into the country, where feveral men flationed 
there to carry on fome branches of hufbandry, or 
take care of their cattle, are overtaken by the dif- 
order ; and who often have not, by day or by night, 
^ moment's repofe ; it muft be granted, I fay, 
that perfons having fo many calls to anfWer, can- 
not poffibly anfwcr them all. It is even furprizing, 
and in fome fort mii'aculous, that breathing on 
thefe occaiions, as they conftantly do, an infefted 
air ; and being inceffantly employed in ferving the 
fick, adminiftring th^ facraments to the dying, 
and burying the dead, they fo feldom catch any 
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order themfelves, or fink under the fatigue of zt* 
tending others. 

The Indians know all this pcrfedUy well. No^. 
thing makes a greater impteflion upon them, or 
the Infidels, many of whom are often witneflcs to it, 
than this charity, which takes in every neceflity, 
and expofes itfelf to every danger; which no labours 
can frighten, no drudgery difguft. It is, therefore, 
no way furprizing, that fcnfible as they are of the 
great difference between their fituation, and that of 
the other Indians obliged' to do perianal fervice, 
they are fo attached to'tht)fe, to whom they arc in* 
, debted for their lib<?rty'; and that, as often as other 
paftors have been fent to them, they immediately 
difpcrfcd. This has happened more than oncCr 
The Jcfuit Miflionaries, have, on their fide, for the 
Neophytes a tenderncfs, that is fcarce conceivable j 
and is infpired chiefly by that undeferved confidence 
in them^ which thefc poor Indians exprefs, on every 
occafion, by their patience and resignation in fick- 
nefTes the moft painful, during which, though de- 
llitute of many things fit for perfons in their con-» 
dition, and with which it^ is not in the power of 
thefe Fathers to fupply them, they feldom are heard 
to utter a fingle complaint. They receive with 
fejbmiffion, and even with thanks, every thing 
from the hand of God ; and figh after nothing 
but their heavenly country. o 

The conblation of thcfe apoftolic men, when 
the Lofd ftrikes their flock in this manner, con-» 
fifts in their having the greatefl: certainty, that can 
be expected, that heaVeh is peopled by their lofl[es; 
and that they thereby gain fo many new interceC- 
fors with the mafter of the harveft, to give them ^, 
ni(»re abundant crop in their fpiritual excuriions, 
Thefe diforders rften attack the neophytes in their 
journtys, in which they ate quite deftitute of all 
manner of aflifl:ance, It fometimes, happens, that, 
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-when they have fcarcc got half way, tjie fmall-pox 
.overtakes tKeiilV and obliges thdm tb ftbp Ihott, m 
imminent danger of perifhihg ohfoMe d^faYt ftiore^ 
xit of falling ihtothe hands of barbari&n&. Father 
CattaneO;, who, at His very firfk e^itraftice upon this 
iniflion in tKe yeai^ i f^6, ha|)^en'ed to be prefent at 
iOhe of theip fudden fui^prizes by ficknefs, gives us, 
in one of his letters, fucji a detail of the dittrefs at- 
tending them, 35 caii fcarte bfe read without Ihed- 
:ding tears. 

Such is this pretended kiiigdom, of which, it i$ 
faid, that the Jefuits are foviereigns of, and draw 
from treafures enough to enrich all the fociety ; 
but into which, it is added, they take the greateft 
care not to let any ftrangers enter, left it ihould be 
difcovered what ufe they make of all thefc riches, 
and be driven out of the country, in cafe the 
avenues to it came to be well known. Nothing 
has, as yet, been faid-of the Chriftian Republick 
of the Cbiquitesy which the fame Jefuits of Para- 
guay founded a little more than fixty years ago, 
in the province of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, and of 
wrhich I fhall fpeak in due feafon. It differs in no- 
thing from that of the Guaranis, upon which it has 
been modelled, but that it was fooher brought to 
perfeftion, becaufe the Chiquites are more laborious 
than the Guaranis ;. and fupported their miffionaries 
for lome years, during which they received no pen- 
fion from court, as the Neophytes had not as yet 
been declared immediate vaflals of the crown, ^ nor 
were, confequently, liable to pay any tribute. 

I cannot better conclude this dcfcription of the 
Ghriftian Republick eftablilhed on the Parana and 
the Uruguay, than by the following letter written 
to Philip V, in 1721, by Don Pedro Faxardo, of 
the order of the Trinity for the redemption of cap- 
tives, and then bifliop of Buenos Ay res, after his 
lordfliip vifiied all the redudionsof his diocefe; 
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SIRE, , 

A letter from the capital of Paraguay, in which 
my pcrfon is but little fpared, having lately fallen 
iBto my hajids, I take the liberty of writing to your 
majefly. I am little concerned at what it contains 
to my prejudice ; but I cannot be iilent in regard 
to the calumnies and falfe accufations, with which 
it loads the miffionaries of this province. As the wri- 
ter declares, that letters in the fame ftrain have been 
written to the royal council of the Indies, I ftiould. 
be very much to blame, if I did not difcover the 
malice of thofe, * who write theai, and inform your 
niajefty of the prudent behaviour and ufeful labours 
of the truely apoftolick men, againft whom they 
rail; though not without wounding me through their 
fides. 

This is not the firft time. Sire, that fimilar com- 
plaints have been made of thefe miffionaries to the 
fiipreme council of the Indies. But thefe fathers^ 
who have nothing in view but the glory of God^ 
and the prefervation and increafc of their flourifhing 
miiTions, have fupported all the attacks made on 
them, with a conftancy and equanimity, by which 
I could not but be greatly edified. What lurprifes 
me ftill more, is that not only they appear quite 
infenfible to all the ftrokes made at them, but that 
fig^r all thefe injuries they return nothing but kind- 
nefs and charity. How many poor families are there 
in the capital of Paraguay, who would ftarve but 
fer their affiftancc ? With what zeal do they not 
labour for the falvation of the inhabitants ? They 
c€^mfort them in their affliftions ^ they preach to 
them the truths of the gofpel; they"aflift them m 
ficknefs ; they inltruft their children \ they com- 
pofe their diffentions -, they reconcile them when 
enemies •, they are always ready to fcrve thofe, who 
in any fliape ftand in need of it.. 
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But fo many virtues, inftcad of procuring them, 
as one might naturally expedt, the love and cftcensi 
of this people, ferve only Co make them more rea- 
dily yield to the malicious attacks of calumny. I 
am not afraid to iay, that, if thefe fathers hadv lefs 
virtue, they would be lefs hated. I have often* vi- 
fited their miflions ; and I can allure your majefty,. 
that I never beheld moire order or difintprcftednefs, 
than that with which tkey are governed by thefe fa- 
thers, who make ufe of nothing belonging to the 
Neophytes for their own cloathing or fubfiftencc. 
in thefe numerous towns, cOmpofed of Indians na- 
turally given to all manner of vice, there reigns fo 
much innocence, that I don't believe a fingle mortal 
fin is committed in them 5 the paftors of theai 
preventing by their great vigilance the commiffioii 
of the fmalleft faults, 1 happened to be in one of 
thefe towns on a feftival of our lady, and faw eight 
hundred perfons communicate. It is not furprizing,, 
that tl^ enemy of mankind ihould execute lb many 
dorms againft fa holy a work, and ufe all his en^ 
deavours to deftroy it. It is true, that the Miffio- 
naries are particularly attentive to hinder Indians 
from converfing with the Spaniards -, and they are^ 
very much in the right of it ; as fuch converfatiott 
could not jfiail giving a mortal blow to their inno- 
cence. It would introduce Ubertinifm and a total 
corruption of mamiers. Of this we have a very 
ftriking proof in the behaviour of the Indians in- 
habiting the four Indian towns in the neighbour- 
hood of this city. 

It is, likewife, true, that thefe Ixsdians yield a» 
unlimited fubmiffion to their fathers in Jefus Chrift; 
and what is very furprizing, there appears more 
gratitude in barbarians, v/ho, before their converfion, 
gave room to doubt if they were men, than even 
in thofe born in the bofoni of the church. As to 
their pretended riches, nothing can be more chime- 
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rical. Wliat they cam by their labour goes f otirely 
CO procure them nece^aries for their churches ; coarfe 
and cheap doathing ; aod, every day^ a fmall quan- 
.tity of meat, 'Indian com, and garden ftuif. • Were, 
<dide miilions worth the Jefuits io much, would 
* cheir colleges be ib poor, as to almoft want the com* 
c mon neceflaries of life ? 

'For my part, who am per&&ly well acquainted 
with every thing done in tbefe.mifllQns, I caanot 
: help applying to the company of Jcfus, thoft. words 
iof the book of Wiidom : How beautfful is a chafie 
-feneraticnj when joined imth the iufire ef a pure and 
turning zeal! vluch changes fo many infidels into 
' trae children of the church ; . trains jthem up jn tlje - 
' fear of God ; forms them to the pra&ice of chrif^ 
cian virtues; and, in order to maintain them in 
piety, and preferve them from the contagion pf vice, 
patiently fufters the moft atrocious calumnies. The 
fnmory of fuch a generation is .precious, in the fight of 
'Goi ^nd man\ particularly, in th^t of your ma- 
jcfty, to whom this province is indebted for (b 
many favours. 

It is in their name, Sire, that I have the honour 
to prefcnt this memorial to your majefty ; and to 
•aik of you the fame favour,, that was aflced of Do- 
mitiari byoncjofhis fubjeds. I4i^e, lord, laid 
he, one day, to this emperor^ an enemy, who grieves 
greatly at all the marks of goodnefs you give me ; 
but I befeech you, to give me ft ill aiore of them, 
that he may have ftill greater reafon to grieve, da 
C^far tanto tu^ magis ut dokat^ This is what I cx- 
ped from your majefty's goodnefs, in behalf of 
thefe poor Indians, fervendy praying God to pre- 
ferve you for the good of this monarchy. 

At Buenos Ayres, the 20th of May 1721. 

Brother Peter, BiQiop of Buenos Ayres. 
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WHILE the fathers Maceta and 
Cataldino were extending their 
(piritual conquefts among the Guaranis on the banks 
of the Parapamena, fonie of their brethren had the 
happinelsof foundingaredu€tion under the name of 


St; Ignatius 


i 


304 THE HISTORV 

St, Ignatius Guaza, between the Tcbiquari and th^ 
Parana, and of converting a great number of the 
Diaguites. Even a Cacique among the Guaycu- 
rus, who afFcded to be called Don Martin, ap- 
plied for fome Jefuits to inftruft his fubjefts. But,' 
though the Spaniards could not expcft to live with 
any comfort in the country without making friends 
of thefe Indians, and it was impoflible to make 
friends of them without ^rfl: making them chrif- 
tians, they could not bear even the diftant prof- 
pe6t of loling the perfonal femce of thefe poor 
creatures, whom they, in a manner, confidered as 
part of their property. Nay, fome of them, in 
hopes, it is probable, of fruftrating the charitable 
defigns of the miflionaries, went fo far as to pub- 
lilh, that the Spaniards had killed the relation of 
Don Martin, to whom thefe father^ had promifed 
the fuUeft fecurity for himfelf and his fubjefts, 
while they remained along with him, in order fo 
induce him to come and fettle nearer the province 
of Paraguay. But the authors of fo fcandalous a 
report were fortunately difcovcred, though not 
punifhed with the feverity they deferved. | 

, In the mean time, Don Francifco Alfaro | 

'* arrived in Tucuman, in quality of royal 
vifitor, with inftruftions to regulate the manner, in 
which the Indians given in command fliould be 
treated, fo as to leave no juft reafon, to com- 
plain, to them, or the Spaniards. But it was no 
cafy matter to determine, what the Spaniards 
had a juft right to expeft. The perfonal fer- 
vice, on the footing it then flood, could only 
be confidered as an abufe of the commandes, which 
it was no eafy matter to reduce to equitable 
bounds ; and, accordingly, neither the authority 
of the fovereign, nor the reprefentations of .the 
bifliqps, nor the ie verity of the governors and in- I 
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_, .itf^ fWfitefj After. joecls^in^" his lu^cUy*? inteji^ 
tio^fM^'^P^rriPg^HtlR^iy.^e,, frith ^eral^erfop* 

«ft.«#WF:.of. therpr^f^pajl perfo|is, jjfj.^e'.pro- 

inanii(er-.|ij -was thjeij S?*Gte4, jn the cp^qti^ was 

ujcOa^^^; ft)r <Hfi : ■Ji^^.^^yi^}k^\¥ -. 4iy ged' by, 
?K«ryom^f?f r.^ ..-.-Xhe \jj^^r^;fbe^, /eJ.Qut for Cor- 
4uba,.R?^5S.|Jtf,-^vU,wfft. much, gp:at^r. than at 
?antL«g<^^ «»4^./9n4^WW?l-i'^re>.P"Wji9ied the 
^m'^ m^^^h.^i ^fieDW.V,,edias, th^Jcntence* 
of the.' royal, .aMdiei*9« Q^',Charca^,,.;,?nd the new: 

many obftadfts ,^ thp^ou^on ,o3f tthepi, tt^^t" he 
thought proper to'mitigati: t'hem a jijij^, in hopes 
riiat, bx..prwMding,vfj(}^ n^Qit^^tfc^^^^ he might 
the. .fboQc^] difpofe t(;e^ parties ctMiccraed to yield, 
9t laft,, f n unumited. , pbedience to tfie jyil ; com- 
mands- o^ -their, fuperiouf^ '■ ^"C we. are xtot told 
hpw.Ar he carried hi% ."Qon^efcenfibn, nor what ef- 
&£biit theiir produced-.* All "we know* of the mat-- 
;ef -jis,. tj^^ he re;main94 but afliprt.time in thi^, 
tow5i;^-aiwL that, i£ cv,^ Uxc perfonal .fervicc wa^ 
puf upon a proper fqotiqg, it coij^tinue^ fo but 
a very j^ort tin;ie* . * ; . 

Thb. vifiter, then, fer out for the AfTumption, in 
^ompapy with. Don Diego Martin Negroni, natned. 
to the government of Paraguay and the provinciai 
of tiy^r JefuitSjf whorp, he had met. at Cqrduba. 
At fomc diftance from the Afllimption, they were 
pretty muph fqrprized to fee a large boaf draw near 
them covered with green branches' and flowers; 
bujt more fo, when they* found it carried the fon of 
pgn Mirtin, the Guaycurus Cacique, whom his 
-..YpJ'^I- Y ^ father 
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father had Ibit to compliment tht in&ttr m Bis 
Aamct and obtain /leave forliimieif to #Ait: upoii 
fcknt in peiibn« The yoM% Indian acqtikted hun- 
leif ib weU cd^ his comitiifllony that he Gfaaraied all 
the fpc&atonr> and the vlfitcr, die gomnor, and 
the provihciai thotight projawer to perform the rdfe 
of the journey in hi^bmt; m qmitr to g^e hini 
an imqtitffionable ^roof of thi^ rditece Ott his 
afibrances. Don Martm lata&M airmd attfae 
Aflumption, in a vtrf ihort &me after thenv ac« 
Gompahied by father Gonzaks wha Kad been fenc 
to him. at hs recjueft^ and af great many tf his 
countrymen, who were ^ very wcM received. He 
even brought another fon of b^, two yeai^ oM, to 
be baptized ; and, though he himfidf had not as 
yet appKed for that favour, £ither Torrez thboght 
proper to comply with hn ret^ueft ; the vifiter and 
the governor ftanding fponforr, in perfon, to the 
young chriftian* 

The vifiter, then, caufedthe &me publications ta 
be made in the Affbmpcion, in regard to the per- 
fonal fervice, which he had before ordered at Cbr- 
duba and Santiago i but tie principal inhabitants, 
many of whom were related to the firft families of 
Spain, reprinted to him, that, by depnving them 
of the ferviccs of the Indians, or reducing it to 
the limits' mentioned in his proclamation, they 
ifaould be abfolutely diiabled from paying the 
king, what his majefty required of them. All 
this was true ; but it was their own fault, and that 
of their forefathers, who, by treating the natives^ 
of the country wth more juftice and humanity^ 
might have obtained far greater fervices from them; 
than any they could expeft in the ftate of flavery, 
to wlrich they had reduced them. The evil, how-^ 
ever, being i3ready done, (for a prodigious num<^ 
ber of Indians had penlhed by exceffive labour, 
•r fled to avoid it,) the vifiter thought he might 

corKnc 
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tonfeht to a medium^ which) at the fame time, that 
it would not r(£hder defperate fo many peribns of 
quality^ /hoiild, in ho ihape, ftrikc at the authority 
of the fovcreigii. Hc^ therefore, permitted thofc, 
"who had Indians; in command, to exad from them9 
durihj| the ipace of one nionth in every year, 
what fervices they thought proper, provided they 
paid them wages. fo|; the work done during th^ 
other ielcv^n months. To this regulation he added 
feveral others in favour of the Indians ; and the 
king hot only approved the gratuitous fervice of 
thpfe in comniand during one month, but gave 
leave to extend it to two months, as it had been 
at the firft inftitutiph of the ^commands* fiut it 
will appear hereafter, that, iii procefs of time, 
things infcnfibly retujped to their old footing. 

Thb vifiteir, next* declared^ in the king's name," 
that neither the Giiaranis nor the Guay Gurus fhould 
ever be given in command, upon any pretence 
whatfocver ; and that the fathers of the focicty of 
Jefus (hould, alone, be charged with the care of in- 
ftruding and civilizing them •, and engaging them 
to acknowledge for fovereigns the kings of Spain^ 
of whom they fliould be confidered as the im- 
mediate vaflals ; and that their miflionaries fhould 
receive out of the royal treafury the fame falary, 
that was allowed to the parifh priefts among, the 
Indians of Peru. But father Torrez begged the 
vjfiter to reduce it to one fourth, aflunng him, 
that it was enough for religious men, who kpew 
how to live within bound$. We have already fecn, 
that what the king allows the parifh priefls of the 
redu6tions for their fubfiftence, is taken from the 
tribute, which the Indians of them pay his ma^- 
jefty. Though father . Torrez's difmterefledncfs 
gave great fatisfaftion, the yifiter had ficarce left 
the AlTumption, when there arofc fo furious a 
ftorm againft the Jefuits, as the authors of thefe 

y 2 new 
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new regulations we have been fpeaking^ofy thaC 
.they were obliged to retire to therr iflrm' houfe ia 
the neighbourhood. Soon ' after their expulfion^ 
however, one of the moft conf^lcrable inhabitants, 
attended by all the Indians he had in Gditiniand^ 
waited on the governor, and protefted to him, upon 
oath, that he would rather fee ' himfelf reduced to 
beggary, than trefpafs the bounds lately prefcribed 
to the encomenderoes. Theh» turning to his In^ 
diaHs, he declared to them, tliat he, by no means^ 
pretended to treat them as flaves for the future, 
as he had hitherto done-, but, on the Wntrary, 
would coftfider them as his children. ' Though 
this humane and charitable aft made fo great ait 
impreffion upon moft of thofe in the fame cir- 
*cumftances, that the Jefuits were foon invited back 
to their college, there ftill remained a leaven of ill 
"will againft them, which has often fliown itfelf, 
cfpecially fince the Spaniards began again to treat 
the Indians with their ufual cruelty and injuftiee. 
Don Fr^cifco concluded his vifitation by a tour 
to Santiago, where he had received the ftrideft 
orders from his niajefty, and the viceroy of Peru, 
'to fee the Jefuits reeftablifhed •,, but he had no oc- 
cafion to proceed to violent methods for that pur- 
'pofe. The new governor, and his predecefibr, 
who had been feverely reprimanded by the king 
for fufFering the Jefuits to Ije driven out of the 
place ; the bifhop, who now began to lament with 
' tears his weaknefs in regard to them, and the in- 
habitants of every rank ; all being readier to receive 
them, than they were to return. The fathers, 
however, at length complied -, and the vifiter en- 
dowed their college, partly out of the king^s reve- 
nues, and partly out of thofe of the cathedral. A 
femrnary was, likewife, opened for the educatioa 
of youth ; but it was foOn after transferred to 
Corduba, which is, at prefent, the capital of the 

province^ 


l^rovlnce) and the refidence of its btihops. ' Much 
aboiat. the fame time^ the Spaniards, alarmed ^c: 
ibme events, which they cohfidered as fo many 
judgments opofl thqfe, who had made the greateft: 
abufe of the cominpda, fincerfejy renounced the 
perfonal fervice^ which they had iitherto ^xaded- 
jrom the Indians. Some of them even made them 
very large prefents, by way of atonement for their 
fortnct oppreffions 5 and thcfe poor creatures, trant 
ported TieiOi joy atfo fudden a change, did nothing: 
Ibut extol thofe, to whom they imagined they werfe 
<:hicfly indebted for it •, and fen^them invitations, 
from every quarter, to fettle among them, promit 
ing to repay their epdcavours with the greateft do- • 
Cility and fubmiflSoa. 

Every thing being thus reg^aUted in Tucuman,- 
;fether Torrez turned aU his thoughts towards the 
- province of Guayra. The firft ftep he took wai 
to lend father Antonio Rui^ de Montoya, latclv 
arrived from Spain, to the affiftance of the fathers- 
Maccta and Cataldino, who were no longer fuf- 
:$cient: for the prpdigipus number of Guaranis, 
that daily came to put themfelves tinder their con- 
dud. The four rcduQsions, however, which thefe- 
sa^iflidnaries had already formed, were not as yet 
averftocked with chriftians ; for, having remarked,- 
that moft of their profelytes repaired to them, 
merely to avoid being molefted by the Spaniards, 
©r the Portuguezeof Brazil •, and in order to bfe 
the better able to defend themfelves againft their 
old enemies ; they began to admit them with fome 
Tcferve, as many of thofe, who hiad been top 
•readily received, foon grew tired of the regular 
Kfe tney were made to lead, and returned to their 
woods and mountains, when the miflionarie*' 
Icaft expeded it, in fpite of all the indulgence that 
could be- allowed them without diflionouring the 
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rd^kiDy which it was the cfakf apibitioii of the. 
ou^oaaries tp make them en^bnice. 

In the year 16159 Father Torrez, who had^ but 
feven years before founded t|u$ proyince withfer 
into jcfuijts, wa3 fuccccded by faiher Pedro de Onate, 
to whom he left no Ids than one hundred md niner 
tieen; ami this number was greatly enoreafed, the 
year folio wuig, by a confiderabk reinforcement fron^ 
Europe, fo that thele religious now found them- 
felves in a condidon to open regular clafles in their 
colleges at Buenos Ayres Santafe and St. Michael ; 
fppply with payors fome ipanilh towns deftitute of 
ipiritual affiftance; and fend others tom^ntain and 
extend the ipritual conquefts they had already made 
among the Indians, and attempt new ones. Of 
t|iofe fent on this lad errand, father Gonzalez had 
the greateft fuccef^. He fouxuied a reduftipn at 4 
place called It^pua, fixty leagues from the Af- 
lumption, where a gut, by which a marih drains 
into the Parana, forms a kind of port ; and two 
others in the neighbourhood. But Don Fer^i-r 
nando Arias, who had married this father's fifter. 
and had been lately promoted, for phe fecond 
time, io the government of Paraguay, had like 
tp have blafted thefe promifing appearances l?y 
^n indifcreet attempt to forward them. Cpntraiy 
tp his brother in lav's advice, he would vifit the 
i)cw rjedyftiofls ; and, though the Neophytes, fuf- 
ficieatly apprized by their pallor pf the friendlinels 
of his in^nuons, exprcflcd the greateft pleafurc at 
feeing him, the appearance of about fifty fqldiers, 
whom he had takei^ along lyith him, caufed fuch an 
alarm aqiong the peighboiirinp; Indians, that^ 
while he wa§ difpofmg of all the civil and military 
^mploymcQits pf the npw eftablifhmcnt?, with the 
fame authority he could have done ip ^ny fpaniflx 
town of his government, a large body affirmbkci 
to cut him olf in his/etum ; apd wpyld have in- 

faUibly 
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&Ifibly doae it, had not bis brother iti law^s do^ 
quence opened him ^ paflTagie through them. The 
governor, having thought proper to offer the ca* 
xique, who )comnnuanded them, a ftaffof command, 
in the king's name, the barbarian prince nobly an* 
fwered,thajt he had, for along time paft, commanded 
in jche country without any uich ftaff 5 and, there- 
fore, defired him to keep the bauble for fomebody 
elfe, who might think it worth his acceptance. 
'6 iR In the mean dnie, ancpidemick dif- 
' ^^" ' cafe broke out in the old redudlions, 
and carried off a great number of the inhabitants $ 
but thefe loffes, as they fenred to people heaven» 
^ave the jniflioiwies much ' lefe uneafinefs than 
they fu&red 1^ living fo near the town of 
Villarica, whoie mluibitants let flip no opportunity 
of carrying off all the new chriftians they could 
furprize^ treating them in a manner that expofed 
them to the danger of lo0ng their faith along with 
their liberty. To reiijiedy this evil, the fathers 
thought proper to remove to the other fide of the 
Paran^tpane ^d the Pirape; but it was not long 
before dicy di&overed, that, by flying from one 
enemy, (hey got more within the reach of another, 
whofe neighbourhood foon became fatal to all thefe 
new churches. Thefe were the inhabitants of St. 
Paul of Piratiningue, a fmall town of the province 
of St. Vincent in Brazil, of whofe ori^n and cha* 
ra)flber it is rcquifite I Ihould fay fomething, that the 
reader may thf better undcrftand fh^ ^quel of this 
hifl:ory. 

• Thu Portuguefe who conquered Brazil, after 
building St. Vincent on the fea fliore, fent colonies 
into the inland parts of the country, where they 
built fome towns, of which one of the moft famous 
wasihisbfSt. Paul, fiirnamed Piratininga from 
the Ipdian name of the cUflirid, in which it was 
fougdcdf Some time after the foundation of this 

Y4 pl^ce, 
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t^ace, father Entmailvidi de^ Nobrqga^ vh6!likd 
been fent over to Brazil by St, Ignatius, and was 
the firil provincial of the j^fiiits there, finding, that 
this little town was advantageouily fituated to found 
a numerous church of (Qras^Uians ; and iinagining, 
befides, that the Indiaas'h^e. were mcxe: docile 
than thofein the neighbourhood of St, Vincent, re- 
moved to it the college of this laft city.; and, as he ar-s 
rivrd at Piratininga the eve of the coAvcriidn of St.- 
Paul) he g^ve his new church the name of that apoA 
tie ; and this name, in courfe of time, became that 
t)f the town itfelf. ^ ^ . , 

^ Q The inhabitants of this place continued^ 
:^^^: for fome time, in i^eligious fentiments^ 
through the fendeavours of the jefuits eftkblifhed 
among them I arid the Indians of the neighbour- 
hood, for whom thefo fathers found means to ob-* 
tain good . treatment from riicir new neighbours,* 
^ embraced the gofpel in great numbers. But this 
fuccefewas oflhort continuance, = and the Portu-i 
gucfe colony of St. Paul of Pirattningue, upoii 
whidh the miflionaries ; had founded their greateflt 
Jiopes for extending' tjie kingdom of' Jcfus. Chrift, 
iboii became an invincible barrier in the way of theif 
fpiritual conquefts. ^ The evil proceeded from ah- 
other colony contiguous to that of St. Paul, in 
which the blood of the Pottuguefe had been gready 
mixed with thitof the Briaziliahs ; for the cdnta^ 
gion of this bad example foon reaching St, Paul, 
there fprang from this mixture ^ perverfe gene^L. 
ration, who carried their diforders of every kind 
to foch'an excefs, that, in procefs'of time, they came 
to be called Mamelus, oti account of thelt great re^-^ 
femblance to thefe flaves of the ancient fultarft o£ 
Egypc ' - .^ ' .^- - >. 

' Triis 'diflblution became fo general, in fpite ofatV^ 
the endeavours of the governors, magiftrates, and 
jeiuits, feconded by the ecclcfiaftical fupeijiours^ ta 

■ ' ;" *:: .-■•'• put 
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put a flop to -it, that the Mamclus, at lengthy 
fiiookbfFtheyoke of all divine and human au- 
thority* Upon this, a great number of banditti of 
difRrwit nations, Portuguefe, Spaniards, . Dutch, 
and Italians, who were obliged to fly the juftice 
of men, and defpifed that of God, and a great 
many of the nsitives, fettled amorigft them ; and, 
having fooh contrafted a tafte for violence and 
rapine, gave themfelves up to it without ret 
traint,and filled with horror a great extent of 
country. The fhorteft method of putting a ftop 
to fo gres^t an evil, was to purge the earth of there 
mifcreants. ^ It was equally the * intefeft of the 
two crowns of Spain and Portugal^ now united 
under one head, to attempt it. But the town of 
St. Paul, fituated on the top of a rock, the ave- 
nues to which may be eafily defended by a ftw 
refolute felloes, could only be reduced by faniine j 
and a much more numerous army would have been 
requifite for this' purpofe, than either Brazil, of 
Paraguay could raife and fupport. Befides, there 
never exrfted, between the two nations, harmony 
enough to jrhake fuch an enterprize fucceed.' ., ' 
The air at St. Paul is vety wholefomt and thfe Iky 
always ferche. The weather too^ I's very temperate, 
though it lies in the 44th degree of South latitude: 
All the lands about it are very fertile, and produce 
the beft of wheat, befides the finefl: fugar canes -, and 
abound with exceeding good paftures. It could^ 
therefore, be merely through a fpirit of libertiiiifm, 
and a love of ripine, that the Mamelus fo long 
made it their bufirtefs to overrun, in Ipite of the 
greateft dangers of every kind, and the moft. con- 
ftant fatigues,' thefe vaft uncultivated regions; 
which, from time to time, they have defpoiled of 
two millions of inhabitantiS, fo that their own coun- . 
try muft foon have been without inhabitants, if 
'•• -•••.-' - ^' • "■ to 
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JO the many who never retyrnedfrom thpfe 
curfions, which fometimes lafted {even yeai;s, they 
did not fubilitute fome of the cappves they 
brought home with them, or fome Ind]an$, wito 
whom they M formed an alliance. 

The Spaniards of JPafaguay were as gieat fuf^- 
ferers by thefe ruffians, as the Indian natioi^s that 
happened to lie in fheir paffage^ 3ut the former 
coyld blame none but themfelves for what they 
iuffcred ; for, had they fupported the redudion^ 
properly, the Mam^lus would have found in them 
jan infuperable barrier ; but, to their greaf misforr 
tune, avarice bliaded them to their real intcrefh 
They could not help cohfidering thefe pew qhurche* 
merely as a part pf their property, and never open- 
ed their eyes to. the advantages they might have 
lawfully derived from|the;m, till all this frontier wa$ 
unpeopled and entirely ruined. As the Mamclus, 
however, foon met with more refiftence from the 
new chriftians, than they, at firft, expeded, and 
did not chufe to weaken themfelves by djnt of conr 
quell,* they had recourfe to ftr^tagem, and pu^ 
fcveral kinds in praAice. 

That, which for fome time fucceeded beft, was, 
to appear in fmall parties,, led by commanders in 
the habit of jefuits, in thofe places, which they knew 
the jefuirs frequented in hopes of making profe- 
ly tes. The firft thing they did on thefe occafions 
wa3 to eredl crofles. They, next, madelittle prefent^ 
to the Indians thi^y met ; diftributjid remedies a-r 
inong the fick ; and, as they were mafters of the 
Guarani language, exhorted them tP embrace the 
thrift ian religion, of wMchthey explained tothera^ 
in a few words, the principal articles. When they 
had by thefe arts afiembled a great number of 
them, they proppfed to therp to removp to fome 
more convenient fpot, whpre thev aflured them they 
Ihould want for nothing. Mod of the ppQi: crca- 
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ifsifits permitted themfelves to be thys led by the 
pok by thefe wolves in Iheep's cloathing, till th? 
traitors, dropping the maflk, begsin to tie them; 
cutting the throats of tfeofe who cndeayopred to 
jcfcape, and carrying the reft into flayery. Some, 
however, efcaped, rrom time to f inae, and alarmed 
-die whole cpuntry. The jefuits y^ere confidered 
by the Indies, as the authors of this wicked con- 
Ixiyaflce, tjlj thefe fathers could point out yrhp they 
^ally were ; and? il^ the mean time, befide? being 
expofe^ tg ^atjpr dapgprs than ever during theif 
,excur(ioQ3, geoei^Uy returned without being able 
to preyail on any Indians to foUpw them. 

The Indians of tl^ nev repy,bUck formed 17 18 
iby thefe fajthers^ had not till now been admitted to 
the holy tab^, e^cepjt^it the hpjirpf death ; nor were 
any admitted ^en then, but fuch as haj^ lyithftood a 
tryal of ifeyen years fince their baptifm. This tim^ 
was thought neceiTary to.obtain certain prpofs pf their 
conftancy ; to render them capable of conceiving a 
high opinion of the dignity of to auguf^ a facranient ^ 
jand to inj^ire them wi^l|ar<e^ hypger for this celeftial 
nourifhmenit. Many, 11^ faft, di4 furpriling things 
to obtain leax^ to p^ttstke pf it, A^ nothing ^^ 
againft the grain of thefe people (b much as humlV 
liations, it |y^as tf^s way the miflion^ries cliiefly 
tried tbpxt^ % aojj they fupporti^d the tryal with 4 
courage tl^at could fcarcp be expef^ed. As foon 
as notice was given to them to prepare for eatn 
ing the bre^d of life, they did it by all the exer^ 
cifcs of piety and pennance they could think of j 
lelpecially by falling, vbich fome carried to fuch 
a length as not ito tafte any thiqg for two days to? 
gether. Confidering their voracity, and readineft 
to digeijb, yrhich we have already fpoken of, no* 
thing could better prove how earneftjy they hun- 
gered after this divine manna. And, indeed, 
tjKcy reaped fijch frpit? froip it, that even theijj 
^ "' ^ ' paftorjf 
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paftors could hardly perfiiade thetnlelyes they w^f^ 
the fame .men. 

There had been current, for z kwig time paft^ 
in the adjacent provinces, a tradition, to which^ 
perhaps, more credit has beeii given in fome re- 
lations, than it really defcrves; but wiiich, how^ 
ever, it is, 1 believe, as difficult^ to refute as to^ 
prove. As foon as the fathers Cataldino and Ma- 
ceta had removed to a greater diftance from the 
Spanifli fettlcments, in order to meet with fewer 
obftacles to the convcrfion of the Guaranis, fome* 
of the principal m6n among thefe Indians afiured 
them, that they had been mformed by their ancef- 
tors, that a holjj- man, caUed Psj Luma^ or i^^jr 
iTuma, had preached in their country the faith of 
Heaven, (fotheyexpreifed themfelves;) that num- 
bers had put thertifelves under his eonduft ; and 
that, at his departure, he had foretold, that they and 
their defendants would abandon the woribip ai 
the true God whom he had made known to them ;• 
but that, after fome hundreds of years, new en- 
voys of the fame God would appear among them, 
armed with a crofs like that which he carried, and 
would reeftaUiih the fame worihip among their- 
defcendants. • . ' 

Some years after this, the fethers de Montoya 
^rrd de Mendoza,* having penetrated into the can-** 
ton of Tayatiy of which I (hall foon give fome ac-- 
count ; the inhabitants, feeing them come with 
crofles in their hands, received them, to their 
great furprixe, with uncommon demonftrations of 
jo^ and afFeclion; and, on the fathers exprefling their 
lurprize, related to them the fame paflages, that the 
fathers Cataldino and Maceta had heard from other 
Indians ; adding, that the holy man was, likewife, 
called Pt:v Ahara^ or the Tathier wHo lives in a* 
ftate of cdibacy. The tradition of the* Brazilianir 
tallies with that of the Guaranis, - all to itt 

adding 
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addQng that the father Janded ;n tbepprc of-Sairijs^ 
oppofite to the bar of Stv VirKeht 5 and that he in- 
ftruded the inhabitants in jthe afts of eukivajt^g 
manioc, andm^ing bread, of ijfe^' ^■*/ •' / 

There is a great road leading frpm\ Brazil to 
'Guayra, which, though very fe)2^/n;i3fed, isngy^r 
overgrown wirh any ^ but fmall-weeSs j and the na^ 
'tives can it the'roaaof P^ Lupc^, Inihort, there 
IS, above the 'a(rumpti.6h,a rock, wfibfe fummit formi 
a terrace, where fofhe- people, imagine they ipan 
perceive the.tiacks of ,hun;)an*feet i .and the Indi- 
ans fey, th^ it was from this, fpot; Pay Luma ufeil 
to preach the kw,ot God'tp j:hcir£orcfithefs. ' Tl^ip 
iPeruyians, who give him the" fame Viame, IhoAV* 
Tome" fimilar veftijges in theif cguatiry, and relate 
a jgpcat many wonders, which they rfay the faint 
wrought. am'oagj them.. Be this as -it will, feveral 
Spaniards have given credit to this^ tradition, and 
pretend that Pay Zi^m'a was the a^pftle faint Tho- 
mas« ., . ' 

Father. Gonzalez now undertook to reconnoitre 
the tJruguay from, one end to another. This river^ 
.which iliues from fome mountains in the neighbour* 
hood of Brazil, between the 27 th and 28 th degrees 
of fouth latitude, is no better than a rivulet at its 
fource ; but, foon encreafed to a confiderable de- 
gree by the acceflion of feveral torrents, atfd, af- 
terwards, by that , of feveral rivers that fall 
' into it on both fides, it flows two hundred 
leagues between two chains of mountains, which 
confine it to a very narrow bed, and thereby ren- 
der it extremely rapid. It, afterwards, widens fo 
much, that, fix hundred and ninety miles above Its 
difcharge into the Paraguay, a ten oar boat can- 
not crofs it in lefs than half an hour, though it runs 
there at a very flow rate. The country about it 
now begins to grow pretty even and agreeable, and 

abounds 
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abounds vAxii the faihe iiliihals and yegetables, that 
are found dii the bank^ of the Parana. 

BtJT this livef is as full of rocks, as that of Ri6 
de la Plata is of faind bank^; aild fefveral of tkele 
jrocks lie cVcn Vith the furface of the Water, lb that 
there is lio making rife of fails in it. The vef- 
fek tifually emjiloyed upon it are cilled balzas, 
and coriflft at two pirogues jomcd by feveral 
traiifverfe beams, twti cubits ajfurider, cbvered with 
planks. Upon thefe planks ftands a tint to jfhel- 
ter the pdflcftgef s from the heat of the fun, and 
the injuries of the Weather. The Uruguay a- 
bounds with HQi, iij^hich ait killed with af- 
rows, when dead, ifioatiirg to t^e furface, 
they are eafily taken. Its banks abound with 
birds, feveral of them of all colours, particularly 
parfots, iUid the fly-bird fo well known in Ci^ 
nada, perhaps, the moft beautiful feathered 
creature m the uftivcrfe. The tigers here are 
monftruoufly large and fierce, and remarkable 
for the beiuty of tkeir fkirtS, the gfoiiftd of which 
is of a bright gold. When oiie of thefe animals is 
wounded^ he imthediately falls upon the man by 
whofe arrow he was flruck ; for he never fails to 
fingle him out amongft twenty others. Three Neo- 
phytes of the couhtry, having One day difcovered a 
tiger, and one of them, arnled with a gun, having 
immediately fired at him; the animal difeftly flew at 
him, and would have torn him to pieces, had not the 
other two run him through and through in the 
fpring he made to get at his affailatit. The fields 
were formerly covered with lions, oflriches, and 
deer; but, great numbers of them having been 
killed, the reft retired to more folitary placeis. 
Though this country was full df inhabitants when 
the Spaniards arrived in Paraguay, it would now, 
perhaps, be little better than a defart, ' were it not 
for the chriftian reductions founded in it by Fa- 
ther 
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tlier Oonzale^^ iNrho with the lofs of no lives bu^ 
his oym aiid that of his two companions^ reducdl 
this i^otihtry to the obedience of the Catholic kings^ 
after the Spaniards had in vain attempted to pene« 
trate into it by force of arms. It is faid, that 
among the Taras aiid Charms^ two nations living 
on the banks of this river, it is cuftomary with 
thofe who bury a relation, to cut off the joint of a 
finger of toe, beginning with the fingers ; by which 
means many of them lofe all their fingers and toes 
very early 5 notwithftanding which they; walk and 
work very well. 

It was about thi$ time, that a province was taken 
f rotn th^ of Paraguay, undet* the name of the 
province of PUo de la Flata. The TSiqttarii 
which runs into the Paraguay from tte eaft, was 
appointed the common boundary of thefe two pro- 
vinces, of which that of Rio de la » Plata was to 
have Buenos Ayres for its capital. It was, after- 
watds, ordered,* that the reductions eftablifhed in 
the Guayra, and on the banks of the Parana, fhould 
be under the jurifdidtioii of the governor and bifliop 
of Paraguay; arid thofe on the Uruguay, under that 
of the governor and bijfhop of the new province. 
Don Manuel Arias Was the firft governor of Para- 
guay ; and Don Diego Gongora, then in Spain, 
was appointed governor of Rio de la Plata. 

Don Diego Gongora embarked for his govern- 
ment at Lifbon, where fbmc private peHbns having 
afked teavt to put (bme goods, in his name, on board 
the fhip that was to carry him, he readily granted 
it againft the. expreis letter of his inftrudtions ; 
the fame Indulgence having been often granted 
by other governors, and no notice taken of 
it. But, whether he had enemies or rivals who 
narrowly watched all his motions, or that he pro- 
ceeded too openly, he had fcarce put to fea, when 
he was im|Mrached before the royal council of the 

Indies 


32a THE HISTOR Yf; 

Indies^ which taimediatt^y dHpatJched a coipmiflaiy^ 
i:allcd Melone, to take informations againft hiiiti^ 
|irid proceed to try him j in cafe thcr^ ^appeared futV 
ficient grounds to think him ^lilty,; 
: Melon E, on his arrival. at Buenos Ayre3,;fo>an4 
all the inhabitants charmed with their new. gor* 
vernor; and was even given to underftand,, that, 
his errand having tranlpired, meafurei; .ha4 t^cen 
conperted to fend him back, i before .he could per-* 
forjn It. Some days after, he and the Jefuits quar- 
relled ; on what account, I have not been able to 
difcover ; but, as he, probably^ behave4 with cxtra^ 
ordinary paffion on . the . oceafioA, the inhabitants 
thought proper to.take advantage of it to ridthem- 
felves of- fo difagrecable a gueft. , Some of them, 
therefore, went to fatlier Perlino, redtor of- the 
college, and advifcd him to name a judge confer- 
vator ; which, at the fame time that it fecured.him 
againft the attempts of Melone^ irom ^whorn, they 
infinuated, he had every thing t<^ fear, would dif^- 
able this officer from proceeding ^ainft th^ ;g9- 
vernor. I Ihall fpeak elfewhere of this privilege 
of naming a confervator, and of the. poweiis^aa-. 
ncxed to his office. ' ; .. 

- Father Perlino, too Uttl? verfed in matters 
pf this nature to diftinguifh between thofe. cpn- 
junftures, in which his order mi^ht oiake ufe of 
this privilege granted by the popf s, and avjthori- 
eed by the catholick kings in all their dominions, 
and thofe, in which it could nott^ke place, follow- 
ed the advice that was givei> him, not penetrating 
the views of thofe who gave it •, . he even did it 
without Gonfulting his provincial, as he ought to 
Tiave done ; and, what was probably worfe, n^med 
to that office, by the advice of the fame^pejfons,' 
one of thofe who were moft incenfed againft . Mc- 
lone. Be that as it will, the judge confervator im- 
jncdiately iffucd a decree againft the 'CommiiTaiy, 

which- 
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•Whkji obliged him tQ return to Spaiij,^ But h^ 
Vas no fooneir arrived there, than he coraplaine4 
of phe rector to/ the council of the Indies, which^ 
confidering the decree of the judge eonfervator a$ 
an attempt on their authority, applied to the ge- 
neral of the jefuits for juftice on Perlino, who hacjl 
named him. The general immediately comphecj 
in the moft ample manner. He difa vowed the rec* 
tor ^ depofed him j declared him incapable of any 
further liiperiority ; and ordered him back to Peru, 
But thofe, who made a tool of him, did not ef. 
cape with the bare mortification 'of feeing their 
^onduft condemned in his. ' An order was fent tqt 
Buenos Ayries to take cognizance of this intrigue % 
and all thofe^ who were found to have had a hand 
in it. Were fined^ to the amount^ it is faid, of eigh- 
ty thoufand gold crowni. \ During this profecuti- 
bn, the province of Rio dc la Plata was ere6t€4 
into a bilhoprick. 

Father Gonzalez, having been obliged to da^ 
jiSft from his attempt to reconnc^itre the Uruguay 
£rom its fources to its difcharge into the Paraguay^ 
lapplied himfelf, and wiih good fuccefs, to the eA 
tablifhment of fome reduftions on the banks of 
that part of it which he had difcovered ; and,^ ia 
the year i527, undertook to furvey the province 
called Tape^ lituated between that of Uruguay an4 
Brazil. This country is, properly Ipeaking, n 
chain of mountains running two hundred Itaguesi^ 
firom within eight days journey of the Uruguay t^ 
within fifteen leagues of the Tea of Brazil. Thef^ 
mountains are divided by feveral yallies fit for pa£. 
ture and every kind of grain, and interfccled' by. 
toumerous ftreams of excellent water. 

IThe commoneft bird in this country is a very 
pretty white one called Guirape^ which fignifiea 
ringing bird^ being remarkable for its note, which 19 
iJKjreiacl/ lou4 ^d very Ut^e the lound f>i a bell* 

Z Among 
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Among the trees found in the fbrefts, there is a kind 
of palm tree fcarce bigger than the Indian ru(h, 
whofe bark yields a thread equal in finenefs to the 
beft filk. The Indians make bow-ilrings of it. 
There are other palm trees here, near the fonrccs 
of the river called Igai, fix fcore feet high, which 
diflfer from the generality of the trees, of the fame 
name, in this, that, as they grow, they produce 
tufts of branches in form of a crown ; and thelc 
branches afterwards fall off of themfelves, leaving 
knots behind them, which harden to fnch a degree, 
that one would take them for bone rather than 
.wood. The fruit of this tree is little inferior to 
that of the European palm tree ; and, accordingly, 
the inhabitants live chiefly upon it for fevend 
months of the year. 

There is another tree here ftill more lingular, 
but it is found too in other countries. It is called 
the Efcapis. They pretend, that after fun-rife there 
falls from it a very plentiful ftiower, while all the 
trees about it are perfeftly dry. To conclude, 
there are fome tranfparent pebbles in this country, 
which in Europe, it is faid, woi\ld be worth mo- 
ney. 

But, perhaps, the grcateft fingularity of the 
whole country is an amphibious animal pretty com- 
mon, elpecia!ly iii all the marlhy places of the 
eaftern part of the country, that rcfcnibtes a fheep, 
all to its havii^ the teeth and daws of a tiger, and 
iurpaffing that animal in fiercenefs and cruelty; 
Accordingly, it never appears without caufing a 
Reneral conftemation among the Indians, who have 
icarce any method of avoiding its fury. It is to 
no purpofe to climb up a tree, when thefe terrible 
creatures fally out of their marlhes, which they ge- 
nerally do in large numbers ; for they either root 
up the tree, in which thev find any one has taken. 
fhelter, or remain at the toot of it, titt the wretch* 
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ltd prifonersi exhaufted with hunger, tumble down 
for want of ftrength to fupport themfelves. When 
the Indians have the good fortune to kill any of 
thefe creatures, they make of its Ikin a coar^ called 
Ao in the Guarani language, which is likewife that 
<)f Tape. Perhaps this is the name of the animal 
itfelf^ for we are not told what it is. 

The Indians of Tape are a colony of the Gua- 
ranis, but a very ancient one, and the le4(t vicious 
of arty. They are naturally mild; and there has 
not been difcovered, in all fouth America, a people 
better difpofed to -receive the light of the gofpel^ 
or more eotlftajit and zealous after receiving it. 
The love of liberty had infpired them with a great 
averfion to ftrangersj and they were too well in- 
trenched in their mountains to be reduced by force* . 
The apoftles of Paraguay, however, met with no 
other difficulty in gaining them over to the Chril^ 
tian religion, than that of getting to them to preach 
it. Accordingly, the Tapes, for a long time paft, 
have made fo conficierable a part of the rcduftions 
of the Uruguay, that their name is often given, in- 
differently^ to ;lll the chriHians that compofe thefe 
eftablifhmcnts. 

But, how well foeverthe Tapes were difpofed to 
liflen to father Gonzalez,, he could fpend no more 
time among them, than what was requifiteto recon-* 
tioitre their country ; and this precipitate return, it 
is probable, was occafioned by fome fudden call for 
his afliftance in the redu6tions already eilablifhcd* 
Be thatas it will, thefe reiu5ti')ns were attacked, the 
year follbwing, by a great number of infidels headed 
by an apoftate cacique, and father Gonzalez and 
another jefuitglorioufly lofttheif lives^ with two other 
jefuits, rather than abandon their flocks in this 
emergency. A third jeftrit was foon after furpri- 
zcd by another apoftate cacique ; and, after vari* 

Z a 0U8 
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OU8 torments, ftoned. to de^th. But tb^fti Uftpro-. 
voked infults were foon revenged,. The rievr 
chriftians, reinforced by a troop of Spaailh. horfe 
raifed at ti^e e:;pence of a Por t^iaefc ^n^mm ^ 
a confiderable party of GuaraHi Indians ritfed by 
father Boroa another jefviit, fettled at St^ John o# 
Corrientes; and four hundred Indiftusof thofc under 
the conduQ: erf* fome fathers of St. Fraftcis, (the 
city of the Affqmption having jrefufed to .give 
any alliftancc for the purpofe,) attacked the ipfi^ 

dels in their turn > killed great -number* of them > 
made a great many prifqacrs ; and difperfeii {the 
ircft beyond a poffibUity of rallying to ^ive any 
further uneafinefs. Their next care ww lo reco- 
ver the precious remains of the deceafcrd martyrs, 
^hich were tranflated to the Aflumpti<>n, nndl 
there interred with all the marks of honour duf t^ 
fuch ftrenuous aflertors of the rigitts' of maulundy 
and zealous preachers of the gofpel. 

The peace procured by this vidory wjij. foqn 
troubled by a more formidable enemy. Thi? year 
following, the Mamclus made an irruption into the 
Guayra. The firft redu^ion that felt their fury. 
was that of the Incarnation. Moft of tht p*K)tfe-^ 
lytes'that compofcd it dJipcricd tiii\e enough ta 
lave themfelves ; but a great number ofNcophy tes^ 
" employed at a diftance in co^mtry Iabours> weref 
carried off; fo that thejre fearce remained any hopen 
of hindering this town from being entirely deftroy-^ 
ed, when father Montayo po&ed to it,^ and by Iw 
prefence andhisdilcoudcput in fome mealor^j^ $ 
ilop to the confternattOA that had felled th%' 
icmaining inhabitants^ whom he exhorted tv 
take up arms, in order to refcue their captive bre- 
thren ; but he thought proper, that the fatherji 
Mendoza and Domeqccchi, their paftors, Ihould. 
firft go with fet^e of the principal mra: among; 
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^^9 ahd fee what they could obtain from thefe 
banditti by fair means. 

Tttfiy, therefore, immediately fet Oiit ; but they 
fio Iboner appeared in fight of the camp, than they 
vrttt faltJted by a ftiower of arrows and muflcet 
bftUs, by which father Mendoza was (lightly 
bounded, and one of the Neophytes killed. H« 
inade up, however, with his companion, to the 
Mamelus, who were fo ftunned at his refolntion, 
that, few endeavouring to ftop them, they at laftpe- 
netrated to the commander of the gang. They told 
him, that, unlefs he confented to releafe the pri^ 
fbd^s he had taken, and retire without doing any 
further mifchief, he muft expeA to fee all the In- 
dians of thie reduftions upon his hands •, and then 
findifig him unwilling to part with his prey, went 
themfelves and affenibled the poor creatures, and 
(rarried them off unmofefted, the whole camp apu 
faring thunderftruck, in a manner, at fo undaunted 
$ proceeding. \ 

This une:fcpefted^ fuccefs encouraged fathef " 
Montayo to p^y the Mamekii a vifit in his turn j 
and he threatened them with the anger of heaven^ 
And the indignation pf his catholic majefty, their fb- 
vereign, Portugal and all tlie Portuguefe domini- 
ons being fubjeft tq Spain, But he fpoke to men, 
that feared neither God n6r king; and all th<f 
fatisfaftidn he could obtain, wjis to hear orders im- 
mediately given to attack tnc redudiori. This, 
however, was but a mere bravado ; for the Ma-? 
melus foon turned another way, giving out, tha* 
fhey had no defign but upon the wild Indians, 
Though father Montayo judged that little ftfefs 
wifis to be kid upon this report, yet^ finding thaU 
It contributed greatly to quiet the Neophytes, h^ 
Ibemed to give credit to it. The Mamelufe, how-i 
^er^ did not appeaf again for^ long time, a^id thtj 
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miifionaries made the beft uie of this calm, to 

ilrengthen and extend their fpiritual conquefts. 
Among other new reduAions, one was formed 
upon an eminence, which the natives call the ce-« 
mctery cf Toy Zumo^ becaufe, according to the an- 
cient tradition already taken notice of, St. Thomas 
had interred there a great nujnber of chriftians ; 
for which reafon this new redu^on was called 
by the name cf that holy apoftle. 

^ By this time, the number of red unions 

9* in the provinces of Guayra and Uruguay, 
and on the banks of the Parana, amounted to 
twenty one ; but many of them were as yet in a 
ftate of infancy, and fome even but juft traced out. 
The chriftians of moft were as yet but novices in 
the faith ; and the number of the profelytcs ex- 
ceeded gready that of the Neophytes. AH, indeed, 
had renounced their groffer vices ; but the force 
of education and cuftom made them from time to 
time relapfe into praftices, that kept their paftor$ 
perpetually in alarm. In fhort, though there was 
not a fingle reduftion among them, that did not, 
powand then, produce examples of ihemoft heroic 
virtue, none, except fome of the moft ancient, bad 
acquired confiftency enough to banifli all appre- 
henfions from the breafts of thqfe whp governed 
them. One of the greateft obftacles thefe fathers 
had to contend with, after they had brought thefe 
Indians together, was the afcende^cy their pre« 
tended conjurers had gained over them. For 
thefe impoftors, however ignorant, had often 
art enough tp inveigle qiany, who were 
otherwife very iVell affffted to the ehrifti^ reli- 
gion. 
g In the year 1630, Don Lewis de Cefpe- 

3 • dcz put into ^ port pf Brazil, in order to 
fepair from thence by land to the capital of Par^- 
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guay, of which he had been lately appointed go* 
vernon This route had been exprcfsly forbid, for > 
Ibme years paft, under thefevereft penalties, even 
to the fupreme magiftrates, left the Spaniards 
ihould commit, on their journey, any diforders that 
might fcandalize the Neophytes ; but Don Lewis 
pretended tp have a fpeciai licence for taking this 
road^ It is, befides, certain, that the governors may, 
as often as they think proper, vifit the redufbions 
within their province ; but, on fuch occafions, they 
are very cautious whom they chufe to wait upon 
them. Be that as it will, the new governor hap-^ 
pened to be at St. Paul of Piratiningue at a time, 
that nine hundred Mamelus and two thoufand In* 
dians were preparir^ to break into the province of 
Guayra, under the condu£fc of Anthony Rafpofo, 
one of their moft famous commanders. The go^; 
vernor, after travelling; by land a little further ^ 
embarked on a river, which brought him to the reduce ^ 
tion of Loretto, where he made fome ftay ; and 
father Montayo cauied the greateft honours tq be 
paid, to him* 

Don Lewis repaid theie exprefldons of duty 
with very harih language, which the miflionaries 
received with great modefty, and without making 
the leaft reply. The governor, however, could not 
refufe his admiration to the order that reigned 
in this town; though, on father Montayo*a applying 
to him for aiHftance againft the Mamehis, whom 
he heard were already on their march, and had rea« 
fon to think would pay him a vifity he told him he 
<;ould not give him any. 

SooK after father Mola, paftor of St. Anthony, 
having refufed to reftore to tnefe banditti, a cacique 
that had made his efcape from them, and taken 
isfuge in that redudion, a'ledging, that, as the man 
was born frcc^ and, befidcs, under the king's prq*. 

Z 4 ^ ^cc- 
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teftion, that ht coqld not^ in honour w yskOsK^ 
deliver him up^ they immediately fell upon his In- 
dians ; put to th^ fword all thofe who ^ attempted toi 
make any reliftance ; butchered^ even at the foot 
of the altar, fuch a* fled there for refuge •, loaded 
the principal men with chains ; and plundered the 
church. Sorhe of them having entered the mit 
iionary's houfe, in hopes of Bnding a cbniiderabte 
booty there ; 'On meeting with nothing but a thread 
bare foutane, and a few tattered fhirts, fii^wed 
them to the Indians, telling them, they muft be 
very foolifti to take for mafters, ftrangers who 
came into their country, merely becaufe they bad 
not wherewith to live in their own ; that they 
would be mlKh happier in Brazil, ^herc they 
would want for nothing, and would not bfe oUiged 
to maintain their paffors. 

These, no doubt, were fine fpcechels tobe m$jdp 
to people loaded with chains, and whofe relation^ 
and countrymen had beeh but that inftartt but- 
chered under their eyes. Accordingly, thofe, who. 
ipoke in this manner, foon perceived, that their 
promifcs were received with the contempt they de- 
ferved ; and, thereupon, continued their vioteices* 
Father Mola in vain threw himfelf at the com- 
manderV feet; repfcfented to him the innocence 
tQdJfimplicity - of ^thd£.4i€^.,JxidiaiiS4 -conjured 
him by all that was moft jacred, to • fet bounds ta 
the fury of the foldiers ; and-, at laft, threatened 
him with the indignation of heaven. He had 
often difarmed the moft cruelxanibals by his tears 
and his entreaties, but now found that it is much 
harder to make an impreflton on chriftiansj who. 
have once (hut their eyes againft the laws of God 
and man, than on barbarians ^nd infidels. Hav- 
^ ing told thefe favages, tfcat, after fo m^^y cruel- 
' ties and profanations, there was fcarce any room 

icft 
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|dk.td hope for t^ifMratioii, thcyaofwemd bim, 
that, it was. enOds^ to be baptized to gain ad> 
mktance into heaven \. and th^t tfaiey would make 
their way into it, though God himfelf Ihould op«» 
P^ their entranct. ; / • 

AFtsB. the depai^ture of theie mifcieante, Hmm , 
of the pnfoncrs they had taken found meam to 
make their efcape, arid returned to join fatheii 
Mola, and fudi of their brethren, as had crnie to 
take refu^ in the wdodfl. The father, they foitml 
amidfl tSc ruins of his redudbion ; funk in. the 
deepeft lorrow* Howe vier, he rcHJzed himfelf at ^ 
the fight of them, and pcrfuaded them to retire^ 
atong wkh him to the reduftion of the Incarnation. 
But, after efcaping the fury of the Mamelus, he 
was on the point of perifliing by the hands of tho!^ 
fdr whofe fake he had cxpofed himfelf to it, SercK 
i-al of the Indians took it into their heads, that he^ 
might have had a private underftanding with thcfe * 
wretches ; and, bavitig communicated. their ienti^: 
tifrtents to others, they were about proceecfing 
to extremities, whf n his miidnefs, and his argo-i; 
raehts to prove how iil grounded their fufpicion^- 
were, and the unfhaken fidelity of the reft, who 
had not ^ven into this error,, hickily difarm^ 
them* But, if hew efcaped this danger, it was 
only to fall into a much greaten A laitge bodf 
of idolatrous Indians, who knew nothing of tte 
misfortune befallen the redudtion of St. Anthony, 
happening to come there the da^ following, and 
not meeting with dny diing but heaps of rub- 
biffh and dead bodies, immediately conciuded, that 
he was the ^uithorofall the mifchief ; fet out mr 
the tracks of him and his comj^a^y, m order to 
iacrifice him to ^df reveofse > andmif&dUm but 
by a few hours. 

T<#E redu^km of St. Mkhael lay much neareit 
tq St. Anthony's, than that of the Incarnation ; 

. but 
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but , for that very reafon, father Mola did not dunk 
proper to retreat to it, as moft expoled to the^cne* 
my ; and the fame confideration induced the fa* 
thers Mendoza and Maafilla, who were ftationed 
there, to advife their Neophytes, the moment they . 
heard of what had happened at St. Anthony's, to 
withdraw to the Incanation ; which, they reprefbited 
to them, the Mamelus would not venture to attack, 
when they heard that fo many men were afiembled 
there, all upon their guard, . and prepared to giyc 
them a warm reception* Several approved this 
meafure ; and father Manfilla, for fear they Ihould 
change their opinion, immediately conducted them 
there. He then returned to St Michael ; and, as 
he could not prevail on the Indians he had left be- . 
hind him, to follow their townfmen, he perfuaded 
them to take fhelter in the woods. As to him and 
his colleague, they reniaincd in the rcdu&ion with 
two young chriftians, to fee the end of this ftorm, 
though in no fmall danger from their own flock. The 
fqfpicions firft formed againft father Mola had, by 
this time, it feems, gained feveralredu^ions. And it 
is more than probable, that the Mamelus had in- 
ftilled them^ fince they were known, for certain, to 
have put the fame ftratagem in prafticeon many 
other occafions, in order to inceofe the Indians a« 
gfiinft their moft zealous defenders. Be that as it will, 
a detachment was immediately fent from the Incar-^ 
nation to St. Michael, to withdraw fuch of the in-^ 
habitants as might have returned there from the 
woods ; but it was unfortunately intercepted by a 
confiderable body of Mamelus, who threw every 
man of thofe that compofed it, into chains, and 
then marched to St. Michael, which they reduced 
to a heap of rubbifh. Qn this oocafion father 
Mendoza was wounded with an arrow. The alarm 
now became general all over the province of Gua- 

ray 
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any. However, as the reduftion of Jefu$-Maria^ 
where Guiravara, a powerful cacique, and formerly 
a cruel enemy of the chriftians, had remained fince 
his converfion, was very populous, the Neophytes 
flattened themfelves, that the Mamelus would not 
attack it; and flocked to it, from all quarters, as to a 
fccure afylum. But in this they greatly deceived 
themfclves, for want of knowing, that a fecond 
body of thefe banditti had taken the field, Em- 
manuel Morafto, who commanded this body, ap- 
proached Jefus-Maria fo fecretly, that the Neo- 
phytes there heard nothing of him till he was on the 
point of attacking it ; and, even then, knewfo little 
of him and his intentions, that they fent to him 
to know whether he came as a friend or an enemy, 

MoRATo made no anfwer to this melTage but 
by loading with chains, thofe who brought 
it. Upon this, father Maceta, paftor of this re- 
duftion, imagining that the commander would reC- 
ped: his ch^radter as a prieft, though he paid no 
regard .to his perfon, went out to meet him in his 
fecerdotal habits, with a crucifix carried before 
him.. But this religious appearance, which, in 
the main, was not, perhaps, altogether fo feafon- 
able, ferved only to brbg affronts upon him. 

An Indian cacique who accompanied him paid 
dearer for his courage -, for, on his telling Morato, 
how much he was fcandalized at this behaviour of 
chriftians to a prieft, he was fired at by 4 Mame- 
lus, and fell dead at the miffionary's feet ; and the? 
father had like to have Ihared the fame fate, on 
re]>- reaching the brute who had fired the Ihot with 
his wanton cruelty. 

Axlaft, the enemy entered the redudion with- 
out any further oppofition ; and foon reduced it to 
the fame condition, in which their fellow robbersi 
K^left (hq% of St. Anthony and St. Michael. 

Many 
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Mafiy of them attempt3ed to oSer. violence to £bitn& 
diriftian virgins, as chofe to be butchered rather 
fbat) yield to their bruul paffion* Such of tlse Ir^ 
nJians, who had not faved therafclves by an carlf 
ffight, were kiiled, or loaded with chains > and 
Giviravara and his wife happened to be of theimmw 
ber» The paftorsf.of-two other redu^Hons had fee 
tknti in the mtan time, with the Neophytes unddf 
their care, to the affiftance of their diftrefled tk«w 
thrtn i but they arrived too lax» to do any thin^ 
but purfuc the Mamelus, now • rttiring with their 
captives, and refcue from them Ibme of thefe uit-^ 
happy creatures, who were brought to the IiUrar- 
ittrtion, where it was refolved^ that the fathers Ma-* 
ceta and Manlilla (hould follow the enemy ro Bra-^ 
iWj in order to comjdain, w the captain general of 
fhat kingdom, of the hoftilities committ^ by th^ 
fobjedts of his government, in a country beIoj3^-i 
ing to th^ catholic king his fovereign, 
• These fathers,- accordingiyi fet out the famcr 
day, and foon came up with the Mamelus, At 
che fight of their Neophytes,' chained together like 
galley flaves,r Father Maceta Could no longer con- 
tain his zeal and tendernefs. / He ran up to em*- 
brace them, in fpite of th^ cocked mulkets with 
*hich he was threatened, and* voliies of blowsi 
poured upon him at every ftep. At )aft, raiiitig^ 
£is voice, he befeeched the commander to mftere 
to him his dearchildren^ whom he had engemkred 
in yefus Chrift, or admit him to carry ;he faili^ 
chain with them. But bis entreaties ierved only 
to procure him the treatment due to a fool and t- 
madman. One of the officers, however^ coftfente^ 
to let him have fome of the prifoners, who ha4 
fitUen to his (hare, on the father's promifing him 9^ 
ranfom for them. * 

EwcouRAQED by this dawn of fuccels, Okc father 
turned another way ; arid, putting about hh neck ^ 

• chain 


O F PARAGUAY. 33 j 

difun, £0 whieh federal Neophytes, stiid^ among 
the reil» Guiravara znd his fpoufe wtrc faftenied, ho 
declared he would not part with it, till he obtaine4 
their liberty ; and^ addrefling himfcif to the ca- 
cique, who before baptifm had ufed £ather Mant 
ceta very cruelly, kiiT^nghis chain, hetold him, thac 
he was oveqoycd .to be able to ihew him on thisi 
CK:ca(iQn, that he harboured no tiefentmcnt of his ill 
u&ge, and afiured him, that he would expode 
himfelf tu every cbmger, in order to procure hin» 
bi$ liberty* Sa mmy objeds, capable of melting 
the hardeft hearts, might, one would imagine^ 
Auike an immediate jmpreffion on the officer, ta 
whom thefe captives belonged ; bm they for fomer 
tieie ferved oply to irrit*e him, and the miffionary 
was more than once in danger of having his brains 
bl(Wn out on his refufii:xg to retire. His conftancy^ 
however, goc the better^ at lafl:^ of the cruelty o£ 
this officer, who gave him up Guiravara, his wife^ 
and fix other prifoners, whom the father imme-> 
d lately fent tothe Incarnation under an cfcort. 

Fathbr Maceta then returned to father Man- 
Clla ; and both, accompanied only by three Indians, 
i:ontinued to foUpw their prifoners at fome diftance, 
without any .thing to live upon, but fuch wild fruitt 
as they could gather in the woods, or making 
any flop but what was neceflary to affift thofe, 
whom their condudlors abandoned, when they 
could drag them nofurther. Thefe were fick women^ 
and perfons advanced in years, who in vain claim- 
ed the rights of nature, and the fervice of theiif 
hu{bands and children -, and were all fo worn down, 
that many of them, it is probable^ who, more dead 
than alive, made a fhift to crawl into the wooda 
to look for fomethiilg to fupport nature, pcrifli^ 
ed there by wild beafts. The two miflionaries bap- 
tized the catechumens, and confcffcd the chrifti- 
ans-; and cgmfprtcd tlaem 4II, by placing bcfora 

their 
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their eyes the cdeftial rewards, widi whicli theif 
padoice and refignacion would be (peedily recom-^ 
penfed. 

In this lilaiiiier the fathers travelled till they 
leadhed Sc Paul of Pintiaingoe, where^ though 
the jefuits had ftill a coUege, they found it im^ 
poflibk to make them ftay ever fo Ihort a time to 
recruit their forces exhaufted bjr fo many days 
conftant failing and fatigue ; for, as they imme- 
diately law, that they could cirpe& no redrefs 
from the magiftrates there, who enjoyed but a mere 
ihadow of authority, they made what hafte they 
could to Rio Janeiro. As foon as they arrived 
there^ they prelented two petitions to the fo-- 
vereign council^ to obtain the enlargement of 
their Neophytes, and a fafeguard againft any 
future attacks upon their properties and perfons. 
But all the anfwer they could obtain was, that 
the captain general of Brazil could alone grant 
their requeft ; upon which they fet out for the bay 
of AU-Saints. 

Don Diego Lewis Oliveyra, governor and cap- 
tain general of this kingdom, received them very 
kindly -, acknowledged the juftice of their demands $ 
and appointed a commiflary to repair with them to 
St. Paul of Piraciningue, in order to fte ample and 
immediate facisfadfcion done them ; but, as Don 
Diego feemcd to have no thoughts of giving thi$ 
commiiTar} a fuifiicent force to exad obedience to 
his commands, the milfionaries conje6lured, that 
be named him merely for form fake. Don Oli- 
veyra had two rcafons for not going, on this oc- 
cafion, the lengths he otherwife would have done^ 
The firft wai, that the Dutch, already mafters of 
the coaft of Fernambuc, threatened to overrun? 
Brazil, and all his forces were Ktde enough to 
make head againft them ; the other, that the fif- 
teen thoufand captives, whom the Mamclus had 

car- 


OF PARAGUAY. 33J 

'carried ofF^ith them from the province of Gu- 
ayra, having been already fold in the difFercnC 
ports of Brazil, and many of them to perfons in 
office, he was afraid of difobliging fome powertui 
families, by ordering them to be fct at liberty, 
cfpecially at a time, when he thought himfelf un- 
der a neceffity of maintaining a good intelligence 
with all the inhabitants. 

These reafons, after all, were by many perfons 
judged infufficient to juftify Oliveyra's paffivenefs 
in a conjunfture, where the honour of the Portu- 
gueie nation, and the intereft of religion, were 
equally concerned; and fcveral have fince attri- 
buted the fuccefs of the Dutch, in Brazil, to 
the countenance afibrded to the Mamekis ; the 
avarice of thofe, who made a hand of the 
depopulation o£ the churches of Paraguay ; and 
the cruelty, with which fo many thoufand chriftt- 
ans, carried off into flavery, were treated; in fo 
much, that numbers of them perilhed merely 
through want, excefs of labour, and ill ufage. On 
this occafion, a Portuguefe gentleman, called Jeron* 
Vega,' advifed father Maceta to wait, in perfon, on 
his catholic majefly with an account of tbefe enor- 
mities, and even offered to fupply him with money 
for the voyage; but the miffionary, having received 
certain intelligence of the Mamelus preparing to 
make a fecond irruptiun into the province of Gu- 
ayra, thought proper to return, with his compa- 
hion to their churches. In their way to Rio Ja- 
neiro, they had the good fortune to recover twelve 
of their Neophytes ; but, on their arrival at Su 
Paul, they faw themfelves fhut up in a kind of 
prifon. 

• Thb commiffary of the captain general, who 
had ftaid behind them at the bay of All-Saints, ar- 
rived foon after ; but had fcarce entered upon the 
tKCCUtiob of his office, when » formal declaration 
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inade by the inhabitants, that thef would fu0W 
themfelves to be unba|)tized rather than pernait 
him to proceed any further, and an attempt made 
upon his life, determined himi to flip away as fooa 
9S he could from Tq Uwlefs a crew of banditti. 
On his departure, however, the two jefuits^ whom 
the reftor of the college had reclaimed, were re- 
leafed ; and Immediately fet out for dieir miffions^ 
where they had the further mortification of finding 
i^umbers of their Neophytes more perfuaded thaft 
€ver, that they had affembled them nierely ta 
betray them into the hands of their nu^ cruel 
enemies. 

It was to jtio piirpofe thefe fathers put them 14 
mind of the great trouble and expence, fatigue^ 
and danger/ they had undergone^ to preferv^ 
them from thfe fury, or deliver them out of thi 
hands, of the Portugvuefe of Brazil ; it was in vain 
they aflced than, what interefl: their paftors 'could 
have in betraying them into the hands of ftranger^ 
from whom*^ they had nothing to exped. Defpair 
had rendered them deaf to all thefe arguments^ 
Man)^ of theili were on the point of revolting open-: 
ly, and even retaliating, on their paftors, the ill ^ 
u&ge they had received from their enemies, whea 
Guiravara took publickly their defence, though hof 
already began to grow cool in the ehriftian faith^ 
ivhich, it is faid, he foon after entirely rcnoufi<;ed> 
He could not hear what was alled^ed agaiiifl: tbd 
miflionaries without treating it as the bk<:k^ ca- 
lumny. He, even, went from rcdvw^ion.toreducf 
tion, in order to publifii his obligations to fathei 
Maceta, who bad expqfed himfejf to .evecy thing 
in order to refcue him from flavery ; adding, that it wft$ 
neither this father's faAilt, nor that of fether Man* 
jfiila, if all the captives had not r^cov^red theit 
liberty. 


OF PARAGUAY, '337 

^ About this time, the fuperiors of the 

jefuits were obliged to withdraw the two 
miffionaries they had ftationed in the valley of Cal- 
chaqui, and who, though they fcarce made any 
converflons, were of great fervice in preventing the 
Spaniards from attacking its inhabitants and there- 
by bringing upon themfelves .an enemy they werQ 
feldom able to cope with. Accordingly, thefe fa- 
thers no fooner difappeared, than the Spaniards 
fell upon them without any provocation ; as though 
the poor natives, on ceafing to be their energies, 
were obliged to become their flaves. But thefe 
violators of the rights of mankind foon received 
the retribution due to fuch wiclj;ednefs. At firft 
indeed, they defeated a body of Calchaquis, rein- 
forced by a confiderable number of Indians under 
command, who, after killing their mailers, had ta- 
ken refuge among them ; but they were afterwards 
worfted in their turn. A hew citadel built to awe 
thefe Indians, and the town of London, were taken 
and deftroyed by them ; the neighbourhood of 
Salta plundered j and the province of Tucuman 
laid open to the incurfions of an enemy, who, for 
teii years together, kept it in continual alarms. 

THEJefuits flattered themfelves, that they fhould 
(peedily be indemnified for the obftacle, which 
the Spaniards had by this war fo wantonly raifed 
to the introducing of the gofpel elfewhere. In 
the vaft forefts that lie between the Parana and 
the Uruguay, fome of thefe mifiionaries had lately 
difcovered a fmall nation called Caaiguas, that is to 
fay inhabitants of the forefts. The Caaiguas have 
no fixed habitation, but are conftantly roving up 
and down in fmall parties, .They build little flight 
huts, covered with branches, in the places where 
they make any ftay •, but they never lay up any 
provifions, depending entirely on their arrows, 
witli which they kill, indifferently, both v/^ter and 
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land game. Wheij this refource fails them, tKef 
devour worms, pifmires, vipers, and fuch other 
reptiles, with which the country abounds. They 
likewife eat tigers, when they can kill any ; and 
monkeys, whom theypurfue to the tops of the high*- 
eft trees, which they climb as nimbly as the mon- 
keys themfelves. But they often lofe their pains, 
for the monkeys, when the Indians think they have 
itjade fure of them, leap from one tree to another v 
and that, too, loaded with their young ones. Their 
, beft food is the flefhof an animal, probably the fame 
withtheAnta already defcribed. They make rtothing 
of grappling thefe animal sand wreftling with them, 
till they have thrown them down, when they knock 
owt their brains. They likewife make great ufc 
of wild honey, with ^fhkh they make a kind of 
hydromel, of fo hot a nature, that it is fiiid to make 
them infenfible to the greateft; cokJ, The reafon 
given for this nation being fo ' thin, is that the 
tigers devour numbers of thtir women and children- 
Astothe perfonsof the Caaiguas, they are, in 
general, hump-backed, and bow-necked. Some 
of them, however, are tolerably well made ; and 
iheir women fcarce yield in whitepefs to the fpa- 
nifli, which is, no doubt ,owingto their refiding con;- 
ftantly in the thickeft parts of their fcrefts. The 
men wear nothing but a few fcraps of fkins, which 
fcarce hide any thing. The women . make ufc' of 
a kind of apron made in form of a net with net- 
tle thread, that reaches from the waift to the 
kneea. It is affured, that the ikins of thefe Indians 
harden to fuch a degree, that they pafs unhurt, 
like ferpents, through the moft thorny buflies^ 
Their language is veiy hard to learn, and their 
pronunciation very harfh and dlfagreeable. It is 
a kind of hifling, fo little articulate, that one 
would imagine their words 4id nothi^ but roll 
in their tlirpats, 


, These IndianSj* after all, are very peaceable^ 
though fo wild, that the Spaniards have never 
been able to civilize one of them. All thofe, who 
fell into their hands^ fufFered themfelves to ftarvCj 
rather than take any nourifhment ; and, while they 
livedo did nothing but foam like madmen, and 
bite the chains they were bound with; Even the 
miffiortariesi who found means to draw fome of. 
them into the reduftions, could not, with all their 
care and attentionj keep them alive for any time; 
The mintite they law themfelves cooped up in, a 
town, they fell into a melancholy, which fooa 
turned to a confuniption. In this fad condition^ 
however, good ufage rendered them docile, and t jie 
miffionaries improved the happy change to give 
them all the inftruftion they were capable of re- 
ceiving, and then baptize them. But none of 
them furvived this cieremony for any long time. As 
to founding reductions irl their forefl:s,it was judg- 
ed imprafticable by many miffionaries, who pene- 
trated into the center of them with infinite danger 
and fatigue. One of thefe miffionaries^ however^ 
having prevailed upon eighteen of them to foUoW 
him, though he took infinite pains to qualify them 
for baptiCn, was obliged to defer it to their laft mo- 
ments ; for* with all his tendernefs, he found it 
impoflible to fave 6ne of them. There are, in the 
Inidfl: of the Caaiguas^ other Indians^ who, though 
known by the fame name^ fpeak a difierent lan- 
guage, and have no cbmnriunication with them; 
They are faid to be warlike ; but, in f^ft, they re- 
femble beafts of prey more than human creatures i 
for all their exploits confift in furprizing travellers, 
whom they murder and devour. ' When they, 
themfelves, happen to be t^ken,*they behave like 
the Caaiguas in the fame fituation, aild will not 
^IFer any wounds they have received to bedreff- 
cdi 
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As the miffionaries could obtain no fafcguard 
for their churches, they were greatly furprized, that 
the Mamelus fo long delayed paying them a fe- 
cond vifit. But it foon appeared, that thefe ban- 
ditti waited only to conclude an alliance with the 
Tupis, the moft barbarous of the Brazilian In- 
dians. Accordingly, they attacked," the yea^* fol- 
lowing, the reduction of St. Paul, whofe inhabi- 
tants were fo litle upon their guard, that father Su- 
arez, their paftor, knew nothing of their^approach, 
till the commander entered his houfe piftol in hand. 
The father, at the fight of him, fell proftrate at 
his feet •, and befeeched him, with tears in his eyes, 
to fpare a parcel of poOr chriftians, who had done 
nothing to deferve the chains he had prepared for 
them. But the brute anlwered him only, by clap- 
ping his piftol to his breaft, which the miflionary 
calmly opened, telling him, that he was fatisfied 
to lay down his life for his flock, and conjunng him 
in the name of Jefus Chrift, to content himfelf 
with it. This fpeech feemed to make fome impref- 
fion on the officer, and he went out without fpeaking 
a fingle word. But it was only to give orders for 
putting to the fword all thofe who (hould make the 
leaft refiftancej and thefe orders were but too punc- 
tually obeyed. He, then, came back to father Su- 
arcz ; gave him great marks of cfteem ; but would 
not permit him to take leave of his beloved Neo- 
phytes, feveral of whom, however, made their 
cfcape and fled to the redudlions of St. Fran- 
cis Xavier and of Jefus-Maria lately eftablifhed 
in the neighbourhood of the cafcade ofjGuibay, 
where they met the inhabitants of the Incarnation^ 
who, having received timely notice of the enemy's 
approach, abandoned their habitations to avoid 
them. 

Father Montayo no fooner heard of the Ma- 
melus having entered the province of Guayrai than 

he 
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he made all the hafte in his power to the aflift- 
ance of thd reduftions moft expofed to their 
fury. But, on his finding no inhabitants either 
in that of St. Paul, or that of the Incarnation, 
he thought the beft thing he could do, was to 
put himfelf at the head of all the fugitive and 
wandering ^eophytes he could meet with, and 
conduft them towards Villarica. But he Ibon 
heard that the; inhabitants of this place were before 
hand with him, and had picked up all thofe who 
had efcaped the Mamelus and put them to work for 
their private benefit. Upon this, he immediately 
repaired to Villarica ; complained bitterly to the 
magiftrates of this injuftice ; and \^hen he could 
obtain no redrefs from them, difpatched father 
Diaz Tano to the AflTumption to demand it of Don 
Lewis Cefpedez the governor, and conjure him to 
take fome efFeftual meafures for the fafety of the 
reduftions, 

Don Lewis would fcarce liften to the miffionary. 
He even told him, he had heard from Villarica, 
that the jefuits made a great noife about trifles ; 
adding, that they every where made themfelvcs 
very odious. The father retired without making 
any reply to thefe difagreeable compliments ; but 
that day, or the day following, prefented a petition 
to him, in the name of his catholic majefty, to ex- 
ert himfelf in behalf of the chriftians of Guayra. 
But Don Liewis would not fo much as anfwer it. 
This was not the only proof of ill will, which this 
governor had given the reduftions. Some time 
before, he had iflued an order forbidding all perfons, 
without exception, to crofs the Parana, in their 
way from the province of Uruguay to that of Gu* 
ayra, or from the latter to the former ; and there* 
by the miflionaries, aind even their provincial 
often obliged |to hurry from province to pro- 
Yincc on the ijioft preffing affairs, were laid under 

Aa^ li 


34* THE HISTORY 

a neceflStjr of taking a round of one hundred leagues^ 
nor could all the reprefentations made to him o^i 
the inconveniences neceflarily attending fuch long 
journeys, at a time when the province of Guayr^ 
was overrun by the Mamelus^ make him cqnfent 
tQ the lead qualification or exception. He even 
had given fome very broad hints,.' that he intend- 
ed to fubmit, to encommenderoes, all the Indians 
4irc<5ted by the fathers of the company. It is, how- 
<sver, probable, that he never attempted to put this 
defign into execution, as he foon received a checH 
by the audience of Charcas declaring this edidt of 
his prejudicial to his catholic majefty's fervice. 

The provincial of the jefuits had no fooner re- 
jpeived this declaration, than he immediately fet out 
for the province of Gvjayra, On his arrival at 
Villarica he received advice, that th^ Mamelus had 
;igain taken the field, and were at the reduftion of 
St. Francis Xavier, where he prevailed on fome of 
the Spaniards to follow him to the aflift^nce of the 
inhabitants. But they came top late •, the enemy 
had already entirely demoliftied it, and were 
now entrenched on its ruins, after loading all the 
chriftians with irons. The Spaniards, however, 
littacked them with great refolution, till one of 
them was kilted and another wounded, when they 
thought proper to found the retreat. Father Syl- 
veira, who governed this church, behaved with 
more' conftancy ; for he ftuck to the Mamelus, 
till, out of fifteen hundred families; of which his 
fio^k confifted, he liad the good fortune to fave 
upwards of five hundred perfons. In the mean 
time, fo great a terror had feized the inhabitants 
of St. Jofeph, fituated at no great dillance from 
St. Francis Xavier, that it was found impoflible 
-fo quiet them. Several difperfed into the woods j 
the reftj to the number of four hundred, were, for- 
tunately. 
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tunately, kept together by the' cares of the provin- 
cial; and, with the remains of St. trancis Xavier, 
' formed into a new reduftion. 
^ The provincial, after this, repaired to the 

' ■ canton of Tayaoba, which, it was reported,, 
the enemy were preparing to attack ; and, accord-* 
ingly, he had fcarce arrived there, when he re- 
ceived certain accounts of their approach. Up<m 
this, therefore, he immediately aflcmbled the miC- 
Jionaries of three very populous and flouriftiing 
r^duftions fituated in this country, in order to 
confult with them, what was to be done in fo 
preffing d danger. The opinions were divided. 
Some were for exhorting the Neophytes to defend 
themlelyes bravely, in hopes that even the wild In- 
dians would not refufe to aflift them againft a com- 
mon enemy. This, they faid, was the only way 
left to prevent the entire diflipation of this infant 
church. The reft reprefented the little reafon 
there was to expeft, that Indians, ill armed and 
quite undifciplined, fhould be able to make a 
^nd againft veteran troops, provided with fire 
arms, and headed by able officers; and whom, 
befides, an uf^efs refiftance could only ferve to ex- 
afperate ; that it would, therefore, be more ad- 
vifeable toconduft all thofe,that could be prevail- 
ed upon to remove, to fome other province ;, and' 
that, how fmall foever their number might hap- 
pen to be, 'a great deal fewer would be loft this 
way, than by venturing to refift an enemy, whom 
there was fo little probability of their being able to 
withftand. 

This laft advice was approved by the provincial, 
who, accordingly, gave immediate orders for con- 
ducing all the Neophytes into the neighbourhood 
of the great fall jof the Parana, that, in cafe of 
purfuit, they might be able, by juft croffing the 
river, to waUq a barrier of it, which it would be an. 
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cafy matter to defend againft the Mamelus, This 
done, he affembled the Neophytes themfelves ; ex- 
horted them not to feparate from their paftors,who, 
they muft be fenfible, had their welfare greatly at 
heart. He then fet forward himfelf to prepare 
every thing for their reception -, but was fcarce fet 
out, when, the danger growing greater and greater 
every moment, it was thought neceflary to follow 
him. The miflionaries hitherto had fome reafon 
to hope, that all the chriilians were willing to fol- 
low them ; but they had no fooner given orders to 
begin the march, than it appeared they had great- 
ly impofed upon themfelves. Several refufed to 
come out of their houfes at any rate •, and a great 
many, who had already fee out, were fo frighten- 
ed at I he badnefs of the roads, that they returned 
back again. Some openly revolted j and Father 
Mendoza, wsts on the point of being murdered in 
endeavouring to ftop one of the mod incenfed. 
But the poor creatures, foon paid dear for their 
difobedience, as all thofe, who remained in their 
reduftions, or attempted to find out other retreats, 
than thofe agreed upon by the miflionaries, fell into 
the hands of the Mamelus, or were taken by fome 
wild Indians, who butchered fome of them, and 
made fiaves of* the reft. Some Spaniards even 
were not aihamed to take advantage of the diftrefs 
of thefe churches, and exprefs more pleafure at 
their deftrudtion, than they had Ihewn uneafinefs .at 
their eftablilhment. 

Those, who retreated with the miflionaries, 
made fuch good fpeed, that, though the Mamelus 
purfued them, none fell into their hands but a few 
laggers* On this occafion, thefe banditti plunder- 
ed the inhabitants of St. Peter, aqd the Conception, 
through which they paffed -, but carried off none 
but two women of fome note, thefe Indians having 
the charafter of not being fit for fervice. Father 

Salazar, 
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Salazar, however, who had the direftion of the re- 
duftion where this aft of violence was committed, 
had like to have paid very dear for \ it. The In- 
dians thought proper to make him refponfible for 
it ; and fome of the mol?* furious fell upon him, 
while he was faying mafs ; threatened to kill him 
in cafe he did not oblige the Mamelus to give up 
their prey ; ftript him of his facerdotal robes ; tore 
his gown oflf his back i plundered his houfe ; and 
even attempted to wreft out of his hands the fa- 
cred veffels, fo that he at laft found himfelf lipder 
a neceffity of retiring through the woods, accom- 
• panied by two children only, in order to join the 
other mlffionaries, who, like himfelf, had been det 
polled of their flocks ; and many of whom had 
. been left without a fingle Neophyte. 

He found them overwhelmed with grief, and 
in the moft abfolute want of every thing ; 
without a fingle chriftian that did not weep the' 
lofs of a father or a mother, . a"wife or a hufband, a 
fon or a daughter, murdered or loaded with chains 
before their eyes. The moft prefling want was 
that of provifions ; they direftly fowed the 
little grain they had faved, while the provin- 
cial went in fearch of more immediate afliftance^ 
But they might as well have /pared themfelves this 
trouble •, for two expreffes foon arrived, one on the 
heels of the other, with an account, that anjarmy 
of ^he Mamelus had made its appearance in the 
neighbourhood of Villarica •, that another fwarm 
of Banditti had iflfued from the fouth coaft of Bra- 
zil v and that even the fpanifh towns and fcttk- 
ments were threat'cned with a vifit from them. 

As this account agreed with what a Mamelus 
had fome time before told one of the miffionaries, 
father' Montayo, fuperior of the miflions, 'fent to 
fummon the commandant of Villarica, in the king'3 
iiame, and in virtue of his majefty'^ prders, to 

fend 
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fend him itnmedlate afliftance ; and, on his receiving 
for anfwcr, that it was not poffiblc to give him 
any, he gave orders for evacuating the reduftions 
of St. Ignatius and Loretto, the only ftill fubfift- 
ing in the province of Guayra, and the firft that 
)iad been founded there. Thefe towns might cofn- 
pare ^ith the inoft flourifliing among the Spanifh 
cities in Paraguay ; and even furpafled them in the 
beauty and largencls of their churches, ^s to the 
inhabitants themfelves, they were not to be dit 
tinguiflied from the old chriftians, but by their fu^ 
perior innocence and piety. They had great herds 
of black cattle, bred from fomc which their mif- 
(ionaries had brought from very diftant places ; all 
. their lands were well cultivated ; they rajfed cot- 
ton in great quantities, fo as not only to have e- 
nough for their own ufe, but wherewith to make 
large donations to fuch rcdudtions, as were 
not yet in a condition to procure themfelves a 
fulKcient quantity of that ufeful article ; and even 
to poor Spaniards ; and there was the greateft 
rcafon to hope, that the other reduftions of the 
province would foon obtain the fame degree of per* 
reftion. 

But this fine appearance, after giving fb muciv 
joy to the authors of it, was now become a foun-r 
dation for equal concern, as they could not but 
apprehend, that thefe Neophytes would expofe- 
their lives and liberties to the greateft danger -ra- 
ther than abandon fuch fine eftablifiiments, and the 
fruits of fo many years labour, which they now 
were juft beginning to tafte, in order to look out 
for an exile in a remote country ; and this, too, 
without more than a bare probability of being ablq 
to reach it, though with the greateft certainty, in a 
manner, of being reduced, on their arrival there, 
to the utmoft mifery and diftrefs. How great, 
therefore, muft the furprizc of thefe fathers have 

been, 
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been, when^ on the very firft propofal they made m 
the Neophytes of preparing to part with every 
thing they could not .conveniendy cany away 
^ong with them, they unanimoufly anfwered, ** wc 
are indebted to yoq, fathers, for the ineftimable 
bleiling of being chiiftians, and we Hand in need 
of your afiiftance to continue (b j therefore, where 
ever you go, we will cheerfully follow. If hun-* 
g^r, thirft, and fatigue, and the otjier inconveni-* 
cnces infeparable from fo long a journey, prove 
fatal to our aged fathers and mothers, our wives 
and little ones, we (hall comfort - ourfelves with 
the thoughts of their having expofcd them^ 
ifelves to thefe dangers, difficulties, and diftreflesi^ 
merely to preferve their religion ; and that God 
himfelf will be their reward. In fine, fhould 
we come to want fupport and refrefhment for 
our bodies, the bread of angels, which we are 
not afraid to be deprived of, as long as you remain 
with us, will give us ftrength and courage to en- 
counter every eviL'* 

These fentiments were not the eSe6t of a tran- 
fitory fervour -, for the proper fignal of departure 
had no fooner been given in the two redudions^ 
than all the inhabitants ftript their churches and 
houfes, with a • holy infenfibility, of every thing 
they could refcue from the rapacity of their ene- 
mies. This done, theyembaHced upon the Para- 
napane, which foon brought them into the Parana ; 
gnd then defcended this laft as far as the great fall, 
in fpite of all the inhabitants of Ciudad Real could 
do to retain them in their neighbourhood. All the 
Indians of the other reduftions, whom their paf- 
tors could prevail upon not to ftay behind, had 
cither joined them already, or arrived foon after ; 
and the whole number amounted to two thoufand 
five hundred families. 

But 
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But the pleafure the miflionaries muft have 
felt, at having conduced them fo far, was greatly- 
allayed by the mifery to which they faw them re- 
duced, ^and the remembrance of thofe left behind, 
who, they muft k^ow, were expofed to much 
greater; nor was it long before their grief re- 
ceived a confiderable addition from a certain re- 
port, that the Mamelus, on finding the reduftions 
of Loretto and Ignatius evacuated, had refolved to 
purfue the fugitives ; and were, accordingly, mak- 
ing fuch forced marches to overtake them, that it 
was impoflible to prevent their doing it, without 
making a barrier of a great cafcade, above which 
they were now affembled ; an undertaking, which 
required a great deal of time ; and was, befides, 
actended with a great many difficulties. 

The greateft difficulty was that of conveying 
boats enough through the fall, to anfwer the pur- 

Eofes of the tranfmigrants when arrived at the 
ottom of it -, and, next, that of condufting fo great 
a nuniber of men and women of all ages, and fo 
many fick perfons, for thirty leagues together, be- 
fore they could reach the plain, through the mdft 
. inhofpitable country. But there was no . time to 
lofe in deliberation. In this preffing necelfity, 
therefore, it was refolved to abandon the boats to 
tlie current, and they were all dafhed to pieces ; 
fcveral Neophytes were drowned •, others, funk un- 
der the fatigues of an eight days march, at one 
time, over fands expofed to the fiery rays of 
a perpendicular fun, at another, over rugged rocks, 
bordered with precipices, where every falfe ftep 
proved fatal* to the unhappy traveller. They were 
all, befides, heavily laden ; fome, with the baggage 
. and others, with the fick; the women with their 
little ones ; and the miflionaries, with their chapels 
and paftoral folicitude. Accordingly, they all ar- 
fived more dead than alive at the end of their jour- 
ney^ 
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ney, where, to increafe their diftrefs, they» foon fel* 
Ihortof provifions, though the reduftions on the 
Parana had fent them all the refrelhments thcjr 
could pofflbly colle6t. 

This Icarcity made it impoflible to remain heic 
any longer, fo that, after a few days repofe, they 
found themfelves obliged to begin a new march. 
To render it the cafier, the miflionaries divided 
them into four bodies, one of which had orders tx> 
coaft the Parana •, two others, to dired their courfe 
through the wobds on both fides of the river to- 
wards the reduftions eftablifhed on the Acaray and 
the Iguazu •, of the fourth, which confifted of thofe 
who were no longer in a condition to walk, fome 
were embarked on boats fent them by the reduc- 
tions juft now mentioned ; but the greater number, 
for want of room, were obliged to be left behind 
on both fides of the great fall, where, for upwards 
of four months, they had nothing but wild fruits to 
live on. Thofe, however, who took advantage o£ 
the boats, were rather more unfortunate, as thefc 
boats were fo fmall, and withal fo deeply laden, 
that numbers of th^m overfet •, by means of 
yhich feveral of thepaflengers were drowned, arid 
a great part of their little cargoes* entirely loft. Up* 
on this, therefore, they bethought themfelves of 
making rafts with- canes •, but they made them {o 
ill, that moft of them funk with every thing thiat 
had been committed to them. Afflifting, how- 
ever, as ^thefe lofles were^ the faith of the Neo- 
phytes triumphed over them. 

It does not appear, that any of thofe, who 
travelled by land, periflied in their journey. But 
when they were all united, fome in the redudion 
pf the nativity, on the. Acaray •, and the reft, in that 
of St. Mary Major, on the Iguazu -, they increafed 
the famine, that rased there before their arrivaL 
in confcquence of a bad harvcft ; and this fapiine 

fooa 
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foon brought on a general ficknefsj which, in both 
reduftions, carried off eleven hundred fouls, and 
determined thofe who furvived to difperfe into the 
woods, in fearch of roots and wild fruits, where a 
great many of them perilhed by want, it not being 
in the power of their conduftors, who thcmfelves 
wanted every thing, to give them any other affift- 
ance, than that of preparing them to make a good 

end, . . ^ 

At length, the mortality deafed ; and the million- 
aries found, that out of one hundred thoufand fouls^ 
of which the church of Guayra was coAipoied^ 
there now rernained with them but twelve thoulandi 
Father Montoya formed two reduftions with thefe 
melancholy remains, near a little river called luba-^ 
turrusj which flows from the eaft into the Parana, 
and gave them the names of Loretto and St. Ignatius^. 
' But, ^ it was impoflible to till or fow any lands, on 
account of the more immediate neceflity of build-^ 
ing houfes for Ihelter, he bought ten thoufand oxen^ 
with the money allowed by way of falary to the miA 
fionariesofGuayra^ and the proceeds of fuch ef- 
fcfts faved out of the redudions of that province^ 
as the Neophytes could do without. 

The Spaniards, who had hitherto confidcred the? 
reduftions of this provmce, as little contribyting to 
the fecurity of their other fettlements in the pro- 
vince of Guayra againfl: the fury of the Mamelus^ 
now began to fee their miftake, when it was too 
late to repair it. Their own territories were fooii 
covered with thefe Banditti, who every where drew 
after them large armies of infidels •, and, when 
thefe hell hounds could no longer find any new 
chriftians to make (laves of, they fell upon the 
country feats and villages ; and^ after wards^ utterly 
deftroyed Ciudad and Villanca, in fpite of all the 
endeavours of the bilhop of the Affumption, who 
came in perfon to intercede for them. Part of the 

inha-" 
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inhabitants took refuge on the Paraguay, and the 
reft went in fcarch of an afylum, even among their 
enemies. We fhali fpeak, in another place, of the 
New Villarica, afterwards built by the inhabitants 
of the old. 
^ The year following, the Cakhaquisy 

^ * having been defeated by the Spaniards in 
feveral rencounters, prevailed on the jefuits to ob- 
tain a peace for them, though they had obliged 
themfelves, by the moft execrable oaths, never to 
give quarters to any Spaniards, except the fathers of 
the company, who, they faid, had never done 
them any harm, but had, on the contrary, always 
iealoufly defended their liberty and the honour of 
their wives. But this calm was of very fliort dura^ 
tion. The barbarians foon renewed their hoftilities^ 
burning and plundering all before them -, {o that the ' 
viceroy of Peru found himfelf under a neceffity of 
fending fome forces to Tucuman againft them. 
But, though thefe troops put a ftop to their courfes^ 
they made no change in their fentiments. The 
jefuits, on their fide, could neither aflure them, 
that, in cafe they became chriltians, no attempts 
would be made on their liberty-, nor yet perfuade the 
Spaniards, that it was their real intereft to authorize, 
them to give them fuch afTurances-, an obftinacy the 
mere furprizing, as the Spaniards were very far 
from being always in a condition to reprefs thefe 
IndianSr 

But what fcrved moft to fignalize this year, was 
the furprizing converfion of all the inhabitants of 
the province of Tape, which we have before taken 
notice of. Not only they invited the miffionaries, 
and gave them the kindeft reception 5 but feveral, . 
to have a better title to their affiftance, had already 
.formed themfelves into reduftions, and built 
churches and houfes to receive them. Thefe efta- 
blifhments, however, were foon brought into great 

dan* 
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gpr, by the attachment which fome of the con* 
verted caciques ftill retained to their concubines ^ 
and, though, in the end, they got the better of 
this fhock, it may not be amifs to fay fomething of 
the difficulties which often perplexed the million- 
^es in cafes of the like nature. 

I ALREADY obfcrvcd, that, among the Guarani 
nations, every cacique had a right to take as many- 
wives as he could maintain. Now, though it was 
an eafy matter to perfuade thofe, who were fin- 
cercly difpofed to embrace the chriftian religion,. 
to confine thcmfelves to one wife, it was not 
fo eafy to determine, whether they fhould be 
obliged to keep her whom they had firft married, or 
be permitted to chufe her they liked beft among 
thole, with whom they aftually cohabited. It is 
well known, that divines difier in this poiht ; for 
"which reafon the miffionaries, for a long time, fol- 
lowed the opinion, that each of them refpeftively 
thought was beft grounded. At length, ^:he fupe- 
periors judging it highly proper to eftabli/h in thefe 
churches one uniform rule of conduft in an affair 
of fo much importance, applied to the fovereiga 
Pontiff", to know how they fhould govern them- 
fclves for the future. 

Father de Lugo, in the memorial he drew up 
for this purpofe, reprefented to his holinefs, that 
the Guarani caciques confidered their wives, rather 
as fervants, than as companions •, that they dif- 
mifTed them without ceremony, on the leaft diflike 5 
that they very often kept feveral together ; and, 
fometimes,even the mothers and the daughters; that 
it was ufual with .them to make prefents of their 
wives to their friends and vaflals, and take them 
back again when they thought proper ; in fine, that 
fome of them, on leaving one place to fettle in ano- 
ther, left their wives behind them, to avoid the 
trouble of removing them, and took new ones in 

the 


O F P A R A G U A r- - 355 

the places where they ftopt. From thefe premifes 
father de Lugo conduded, that there was no mar- 
ri^c among thefe Indians ; and alledged, befides, 
feveral reafons, why it would be dangerous to oblige- 
them, on their converfion, to abide by the womeri^ 
with whom they had firft cohabited. 

The firft reafon wai the difficulty of fixing on 
the woman, with whom they had firft cohabited, aai 
it was very probable they might not give a true 
anfwer,' when interrogated on this head. The fe- 
cond, that this firft wife might poffibly have beerl 
the firft wife of another. The third, that thefe 
.Indians,' after having been married in the face of 
the church, were otten knowh to negleft, for an- 
Qther, the woman they had been obliged to ac^ 
knowledge as their wife, becaule they did not 
love her. The fourth, that the obligation of con- 
fining thcmfclves to the woman, with whom they 
had firft cohabited, appeared fo fevere, that, oh 
that account alone, feveral had refufed to embrace 
the chriftian religion. In fine, that, in the mar- 
riages of the Giiaranis, there was neither contra6k 
nor any other ceremony, by which the wnfe might 
be diftinguifhed from the concubine. The Pope's 
anfvver was, that the two opinions, in the cafe pro- 
pofed, being equally probable, there was no occa- 
tioti for a difpenfdtion to follow either ; and that 
the miflionaries fliould a<5t, on fuch occafions, in 
the manner they judged propereft to fecure the 
converfioh of the infidels -, and^ this nrle r *^s been 
ever fince obferved. 

In that part of the country, which fies to the 
caft of the Paraguay, and extends from that river 
to the Parana, where this laft takes a turn towards 
the North-eaft, there 13 a chain of mountains that 
pours down a great number of riverr,, fome of 
which fall into the Paraguay, and the reft into the 
Par^ana. But thofe which Row eaftv/ardG have fo 
4^ Vol I. Bb gen- 
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gentle a fatt,. that their motion is fcarce difcernibl^ j 
whereas the others, tumbling from a greater^ height^ 
ai% not only diftinguiflbabfc by the rapidity erf" their 
courie, but by the great quantity of mud whicli 
they carry from the marfhes they rufh through^ 
and with which they render the waters of the Pa^ 
raguay turbid to-a conliderable diftance. Befides, 
they often overflow their banks ; and, then, th# 
whole country rcfemblcs a vaft fea, with^ no other 
bounds but the mountains. This country is full 
of trtes, diftilling a gum which the inhabitants 
fornvinco balls, ^ light and elaftick, that they 
ferve to play with^ But what renders them ftill 
more valuable, is a virtue they are faid to pof-- 
feis of curing the dyfentery, Several^ of theie balls 
have been brought t6'Spain»t 

The heart of this? couatryy which lies between* 
lihe 19th and 2 2d degrees of South latitude, is in- 
habited by a people called liaiines. Thefe Indians^ 
)oke the fame language with the Guaranis, and' 
lemed to be of the fame origin, though, at thr 
fame time we are fpeaking of^ they kept xip very 
little communication with them. They were ex- 
tremely vigorous and nimble '^ and running was To 
well ftudied and fa favouriteavdivcrfien among thenx, 
that they obliged the runners to carry ftones of' 
ar fixed weight, and> even: diftributed priats amof^g 
them. As fure a» any ose among them died^ 
^certain number of his relatione threw them- 
felves from a great height in order to accompany 
him in the other world; and this ouftotit, along' 
with the frequent diforders caufcd by tht bad air 
in which they lived, hindered them notn multiply- 
ing. 

Such was a- nation of Indians, whom father Ran- 
connier a jcfuit, had lately undertaken to convert, 
though with very little hopes of fuccefs. He was 
even more than once oir the point of felling a viSinii 


dp PARAGUAY. 35J 

t6 their prevention andjealoufy, for which, how- 
ever, it muft . be owned they had but too juft 
founds. A Portugiiefe prieft, it fefems, had^ fome 
yeiars before, collefted a cohfideirable number of 
them under pretence of civilizing ihem, and in- 
grafting them in the chriftiari religion ; ahd, then^ 
fold them to fome of his cbUntrymen, who were 
to cany then! off to Brazil ; but, unhappily for the 
wretch, the ItatinCs diftovered His tiews, and mur- 
dered hiiii. This alone would have been fufficient 
to make them miftruft father RaAcoiirtier ; but their 
fufpicions were ihcrcafed by lanothet* European, whci 
was indifcreet enough to tell thsSnl, that all thofe 
who lifteiied td this father might foon expfeft t<J 
fee themfelvies flaves to the.Spariiards. 

They even bd^an t6 take ujp afms» as if the 
Spaniard3 were on the point of entering their 
country, ifrhen fome i^eciil marks of the protec- 
tion of heaven on rather Ranconnier fuddenly 
changed theif hearts, and brdugHt theni in fuch 
numbers about him for irillruftion, that he and 
6ther jefuits that came to his afllftince, had profe- 
hrtes enough to f6):m four rediaftions in one year, 
tinder the names of 5/. fofeph^ the Angeb^ St. Peter:^ 
and St. Paul The cftablifhing of the company at 
Xcrez would, no doubt. Have tended greatly to the 
further pi-ogrcfs of their miflion ; but, though the in- 
habitants had been a long time foliciting for it, the 
affair lingcrfcd fo long, that all thoughts of it 
were at laft laid afide. Certain it is, that the iSpa- 
liiards did never fUfficiehtly dompreheiid, how 
much it was their intereft to keep and fortify this 
place, which might have fecured to them the pof- 
lefldon of all the courfe oi the Paraguay, asi far as 
the lake of theXaraycs ; and that they have not 
been lufficiently upon their guard againft the Ma- 
ipelus, who have opened a road, on that fide of 
loUth America, to' their countrymen, for making 

Bb 2 df- 
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difcoveries, in which the Spaniards fhould have 
been before hand with them. 

Of this there happened a melancholy proof at 
the time we are fpeaking of -, a large gang of Ma* 
meius, with an army of Tapes at their heels, having 
made a fudden irruption into the country. The 
firft thing thefe banditti did, was to fend two en- 
voys to the reduftion of St. Jofeph, whofe pallor 
they knew was abfent, with a meflage to the cor- 
regidor, importing that he had nothing to fear, 
as they were marching againft Ibme nations in the 
neighbourhood, firmly refolved to chaftife them for 
their infolent behaviour to father Ranconnier ; and 
that, if he would join them in fo glorious a caufe, 
he fhould foon be convinced of their zeal for the 
welfare both of the miflionaries and their Neo- 
phytes. The corregidor gave into the fnare. He 
ordered all his warriors to take-up arms, and 
marched with them to the camp of the Mamelus, 
where they were no fooner arrived, than l^biefe mil^ 
creants loaded them with chains. 

The general then fent out a detachment to carry- 
off all thofe, who ftill remained in the redu6tipn ^ 
and another, to attack that of the Angels ; but the 
paftor of the laft had time enough to fecure the 
retreat of part of its inhabitants. The reft were 
,taken, with the miflionary, whom the Mamclus 
detained for three days together, left he fhould 
affift any of his Neophytes to make their efcapc 
A third body of thefe i)anditti fell upon the re- 
. dudion of St . Peter ; and partly by force, and 
partly by fraud, found means of getting all the 
inhabitants into their power, except feventy, who^ 
having afTembled about their pallor, bravely re- 
pulfed an equal number of Tapes, and thirty 
Mamelus. The paftor of St. Jofeph had likewife 
the fgood fortune of obtaining, by his entreaties, 
the liberty of two caciques ^ upon which fcveral 

of 
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of the Tapes, charmed with his zeal for the wel- 
fare of his Neophytes, thought proper to put 
themfelves under his condu(5t. But he foon after 
had the mortification of hearin<y, that all the reft of 
the caciques and other Itatine officers, -hayrng been 
tied to one chain* had the rpisfortune of being 
drowned in. crofling (he Parana* Soon after, the 
jefuits were informed, that the Mam^lus, . to 
render thejn pdious to the Itatines, had renewed 
the calumny which they had forrnerly propagated 
with fuch fuccefe •, ^namely,' that the jefuits them- 
felves had invited them ; and it wrought fo much 
upon the poor people, that feveral of them, through 
mere refentmerit, profaned the facred veffels, and 
even forrned a defign againft the life of one of their 
jpaftbrs. . But means were at lafl: found to difabufe 
them, and even reftore the re;duftions, by degrees, 
to their former populoufnefs, . 

^ 'Those on the Parana, which had for aj 

^^' long time enjoyed the fweets of. an unin^ 
terrupted peace, were now tried in their turn ; 
and the firft trial they were put to, was of a very 
extraordinary kind, being the work of thofe who 
fhould have been their protestors ; namely, the 
governor and the bifliop of the province of Para-t 
guay. • The- prelate had vifited them a few years 
before, iand beftowed the higheft praifqs both on 
the Neophytes and their miffionaries, As to 
the governor, his conduft, ever fincc hjs promotion 
to that employment, had been fuch, as left thefe 
new chriftian colonies no reafon to expe6t any fa-, 
vour from him. It feemed even furprizing, that 
he had not carried his malice againft theni to lliU 
greater lengths. 

This nobleman, it fccms, had given orders to 
a Cacique but lately converted, to mpply him with 
a certain number of Pirogues •, but, though he had 
b?ea obeyed with the greateft punduality, yet^, 
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as thefe boats happenedi to be too ftnall for his u^^ 
he fell into fo a vioieht paflion with the Cacique, 
kndthe Indians, who came along with him to deliver 
them, that he immediately ferit the poor people 
to prifon. He even forgQt himfelf fo far, as to 
threaten, with pqrfonal lervice, all* the chriftian? 
of the rcduftions on the Paraha, Thefe a6ts of 
violence and rafh threats made fo great an im- 
preffion on the Neophytes, tKat the miffionafies 
had much ado to contain them. But it proved 
ftill more difficult to pacify them, in regard to a 
ftep of the biihop, whfch he could not have taken 
in a more critical conjunfture. 

This prelate had, all on ia fudden, taken it into 
his head, or at leaft, had been made to believe^ 
that he niight* confiderably increafe the revenues 
of his church, by placing over the reduftions of hi^ 
diocefe, paftors more dependent on him than the 
Jefuits; and, under pretence that the new chrif 
tians under the condud of thefe religious^ paid 
him neither tithes, nor the fourth part of the fruity 
of the earth, he began by interdifting all their 
iniffionaries. So great and fudden a clap furprized 
every one -, and it "was the general opinion, that the 
bilhop had not proceeded fo f^ without a fixed 
defign of going ftill farther. 

The governor, on his fide, abated nothing of 
his menaces ; and people waited with the grcateft 
impatience the upfliot of this affair, when father 
Romero arrived poft hafte at the AfTumption, from 
the farther extremity of the province of Uruguay, 
where the noife of this fuc^len ftorm had reached' 
J^ini. The firfl thing he did w^s to wait on the. 
governor, whom lie beleeched to confider, that 
the kings of Spaii> hadabfolutdy forbid their fub- 
jcAs to treat the Indians' in a rdugh manner, thoie, 
>s especially, who had been converted and formed 
into rcduftions by the Jefuits j or even impofe any, 
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talks upon them ; their majefties being defirous, 
that they fhould be prevailed upon by fair means^ 
t» do every things it might be thought proper to 
require of them ; but his remonftrances hac^ no 
efFeft. However, he again returned to the charge; 
and by his conftancy, and his eloquence equally 
Itrong and infinuating, obtained, at laft everything 
ke wanted. The governor ordered the prifoners 
to be fet at liberty, and promiied never more to 
moleft the Neophytes, 

But it proved much more difficult to move the 
bifhop. It was to no purpofe, father Romero, 
after driving in vaun to reafbn him into bettef fen- U 
timents, produced the bulls of the fovereign Pon- 
tifs, and the decrees of the royal council of the 
Indies, by which it plainly appeared, that his lord- 
Ihip had tranfgrefled the bounds of his authority 
in interdidting the miflionaries. He could get no ' 
other anfwer from him, than that he had a right to 
difpofe of the pariflies within his diocefe. To this 
father Romero replied, that the redu£bions direfted 
by thejefuits were not to be confidered as parifhes 
in the ftrift fenfe of that word. The bilhop perfifted 
in alledging, that thofe, who had charge of them, 
Mrere parifh priefts fubjefk to the ordinary, like all 
other parifk pricfts. At length, the provincial, who 
was by this time arrived ac the Aflumption, caufed 
to be notified to the bifhop the letters patent of 
the king, by which his majeily forbade all perfons 
of whatever rank and dignity, to deprive the fa- 
thers of the company of Jefus of the government 
of their Neophytes, or difturb them, under any 
pjretext, in the cxercifc of their fundtions. 

The governor, who had already yielded to rea- 
fen, feconded the provincial ; and the bifhop foon 
followed his example. He even did it with fo good 
a grace, that, father Romero having fet out to 
return tfthis church, he immediately ^ollow^ him v 
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vifued a fecond time the redu<5tions withir} his dj- 
ocefe i loa:ied the Neophytes with prailcs and ca" 
rcffes i and, aix>ve all things, recommended to 
them, an entire confidence in thofe, who governed 
them with fo much zeal and wildom. I'hjs pre- 
late was in thcyear 1635 tranflated to the biftiop- 
rick of Buenos Ayres, and ever aftt r lived in 
the greateft harmony with the jefuits, which has 
not, however, hindered the authors of the Mhrah^ 
p'otique from placing him, on the authority of: 
Don Bemadin de Cardenas, among thofe prelates, 
whom the jefuits, according to him, bad driveti 
out of their dioeefes. But thefe gentlemen, it 
feems, did not cpnfider, that, if thefe fathers 
had credit enough for that purpofe, thpy could 
not but have enough to prevent his tranflation 
to the bifhoprick of Buenos Ayres, where it 
imported them much more to have a biflbop in 
their intereft, than at the Affumption. 

But this ftorm had fcarce blown over, when a 
report of the Mamelus having refolved to penetrate 
as far as the Parana, threw ill the reduftions efta- 
blilhed on that river, into the greateft confternation- 
Kor was it a vain alarm ; fpr the report was loon 
foliow^ed by certain advice, of their advancing 
by forced marches, after paflTing the great 
fall. As, therefore, it could not be doubted, 
that thefe banditti would firft attack the re- 
d,u6tions of the nativity and St. Mary Major, it 
was refoived to remove the inhabitants to Itapua. 
Thefe precautions fo dilconcerted all the fcbemes 
of the enemy, that they thought it more prudent to 
march back, than venture further into a counfy, 
}Nii\i which they were notfufEciently acquainted. 
A This year, the viceroy of Peru received ppfative 

orders from court, to fuppref3, abfolutely and irre- 
vocably, the praftices of exafting perfonal fervice 
from the Indians, and fubftitute to it a tax pay* 

able 
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ible to their encomtrnderoes, in money, vegetables, 
ftufFs, honey, poultry, or fifti, according to ttie na7 - 
ture of the countries they inhajtxited. It is. very 
probable, that it was founcj improper to ufe vio-: 
Icnce in the execution of thcfe orders; and that, there- 
fore, gentle. means were only employed. - Be that as 
It will, certain it is, that things have remained, 
.ever fince. on niuch the f^me footing they were be- 
fore ; and that the moft melancholy experience has ' 
not as yet been able to convince the Spaniards of 
Paraguay, that, independent of the diftates of' 
religion and common honefty^ their intereft alone ' 
Ihould engage theip to comply with the will of 
tfepir fovereign. . , . ' 

g It could fcarce be expefted, that the • 

^^* Mamelus and the Tupis, who did not' 
think it too far to march to the reduftions on the 
Parana, in order to make flaves of the new ehrifl * 
tians there, fhould not hanker after thofe of the 
Tape, jvhich lay fo jmnch nearer and more convcni- ' 
cnt to them ; as, in their journeys along the eaftern * 
coafts of Brazil for the fake of felling their flaves, 
jthey generally ftopt at the Pcrf defan FedrOy formed 
by the mouth of the great river Tehquari, which 
iffues from the mountains of Tape. Accordingly, 
the miflionaries of this province had begun feri- 
oufly to think on the pjropereft meafures for put- 
ting it in a good pofture of defence againft them, 
but fuch is the indolence of its natives, that thefe 
fathers might have laboured long enough to very 
little purpofe, Tiad not the misfortune, which fome 
of their Neophytes had to fall into the hands of 
thefe banditti, made luch an impreflion on the 
reft, that they immediately purfued them; and 
notonly refcued their countrymen, but made feve- 
pl prifoners, who were diftributed among the re- 

duc- 
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d>iftions of the Parana, where, in time, they came 
to a due fepfe of their extreme folly and wickednefs,, 
T^^ ardour ii)fpired by this fuccefs was ftill a- 
Ijve, when the Neophytes had a new opportunity 
of exerting it. One of the miffionaries, who had 
ipoft cpntribvited to ciyilize and convert them^ hav^ 
ipg been treachcrouQy killed by fome of the neigh- 
bouring Indians^ two Ixxlies of them entered the ' 
cpemy*s country, in fpite of all the endeavours of 
their paftor^ to reftr^in their fiiry, on two diifer- 
epf. fides ; andt jthough both found armies pr^-* 
pared to receive them, tliey fought with fucb bra-^ 
very, that, withput loling a lingle man, they killed 
a great number of thefe lavages, made a great ma-* 
ny prifoners, and entirely difperfed the reft. They 
wouldevenhave carried their refentmcntftil} further^ 
had not th^ ipiflionaries found means to put a ftop 
to it. Put, ^s they negledted to take any fecurity for 
tiie better behaviour of the enemy for the time 
to come, this mercy of thfifs had like to have pro- 
ved very fatal to tl^em. The wild Indians, being 
left entirely to (h^mfelves, acquired, by degrees, 
more ftrength than they had loft ; fell upon the 
reduftioi} lately governed by the murdered miffi- 
onaiy ; butchered all the inhabitants that had 
not the good fortune of faving themfelves by fligJit^ 
and even tjifee hundred chiidpen, whom they af- 
terwards devoured. The other reduftions of Tape 
were on the point of iharingthe fame fate ; fo thatit 
was J^t i^ft found neceffary, m prder to fupportfemCi^ 
and repair the reft;, to take up arms a fecond time, 
and make ncsy efforts, the fqccefs of which was now 
becomf very uncertain. But the Cod of armies 
fbon declared in favour of his worftiippers, who. 
had engaged in this war, merely to prevent the 
profanation of his fan£tuary, and preferve hh 
adorers, ^fides, thefe new maccabees fought lefs 

to ipill the blood of their enemies, than ^o impofe 
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It yqke Ofi them, which they took care to ' reader 
very fupponabic, and eafed thcin of the im* 
fiutethey found theni lincerely ^iippf^d t<f i>0v 
jheir necks to that of the gqfpel. 

J 6 76 T^^ y^V following, Don Martin dc hoi 
^ ' deima, who had fucceedcd Don Lewis do 
Cefpedez in the goyernment of jparaguay, hariog 
Received orders fiom the p?yal audieqce of la Plata^ 
to vifit the reductions On the P^ana, bad no foQneif 
iiniihedhis .vi(it, fhan, at fhe inftiga^ipn pf the ioi 
habitants of tjie Affumption, hp formed the defijgn 
pf transfcrinjg, to ;he neighbourhood of that capitals- 
two of them, that had been already renjoyed inta 
his province from tha; of Guay^a, in ord^ to givo 
the Neophytes of them in command. His pr^^ 
tence for taking this ft^p was, that theie Indim^ 
had been reduced, by ai^ms, before the jeltms had 
undertaken to reunite them y an4, that, therefore^ 
the Spaniards had a juft title to their ferv^ces; anii 
he perfiiled fo obltinately in this, his falfe nQt^oiv 
that nothing lefs than a pofitive order from tho 
royal audience could hinder hinj from procee^eg^ 
Another pretenfion of the governor of Buenos Ay- 
res, equally ill grounded, met with the hme 
check* In confcquence of fome difagrecment b^^ 
tween him and the jefuits, he wrote to his mg^ 
jefty for leave to build a city on the Uruguay, <Hk 
pretence of thereby keeping in awe the new chrifti-*, 
ans of this province, every day, he faid, growiiig, 
more and more nun>crous. But this appeared a. 
very odd piptive to Philip IV, thoroughly con- 
vinced, as he was, that thefe Neophytes, far froin, 
(Jeferving to be treated with fo much diifEdence^ 
formed the belt barrier he could have agaihft ali 
his enemies on that fide of the country \ his n^; 
ji^fty, accordingly, fent orders to the governor to. 
lay alide his dcfign. 
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A tHiRD ftorm, uhich arofe at the fame time, 
inftead -of only threatening from afar, was attended 
with very fatal confequcnces. The inhabitants of 
the Afliimption affirmed<, that, as the Itatinc chrif- 
jtians were not included in the privileges granted to 
the Neophytes of the jefuits, there could be no 
reafon for not giving them in command. But they 
did not, or at Icaft would not, confider, that, as 
they had not conquered thefe Indians, they could 
have no juft pretence to deprive them of their li- 
berty ; but thofe, whofe intereft it was to main- 
tain this vexatious pretenfion, had found means 
to biafs fo far both the civil' and ecclefiaftical 
courts, that they ordered the paftors ftationed 
in thefe redu6tions, to give up their places to 
fccular' priefts. In the me^n time, fearing that 
the jefuits might complain of this violence to the 
royal audience of La Plata, feme of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants (ighed a memorial addrefled to 
that tribunal, in which they 'advanced feveral faAs 
invented to render thefe fathers odious, and hint 
in particular, who tranfafted their affairs at la Plata. 

But this very contrivance' rtiined all their pro- 
jefts. One of thofe, who had figned the memorial, 
fcrupled it to fuch a degree, that, to calm his con- 
fcience, he found himfetf under a neceffity of fend- 
ing a judicial retractation of his falfe allegations J 
and this retradation difcovered the myftcry of ini- 
quity, which the confpirators had been endeavour- 
ing to cover with the fpccious veil of the public 
good. But, though the royal audience loft no time 
in iffuing a decree, forbidding any innovations to 
be made in the Itatine reduftions, it arrived too late. 
The new chriftians compofing them, having al- 
ready received fome inpmarion of thedefign of the 
Spaniards, were fo terrified at the thoughts of 
being reduced to the drudgery of perfonal fervice, 
^t great numbers of them took refuge a^mong the 

wild 
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V^ild Indians. To increafe this misfortune, a 
plague followed ; and molt of thofe who cfcaped 
it difperfed ; and of the three paftors, who go- 
verned this church, two fell into a confumption, and 
were obliged to quit the field ; fo that the . third 
not being able to attend to every thing, it coft 
more to reunite this feared and exafperated flock, 
than had been at firft requifite to form it. 

The plague likewife, fucceeded \>y a famine, had 
laid wafte the reduftions of Tape, when the fur- 
viving Neophytes received intelligence, that the 
Mamelus were making a powerful armament to* 
pay them a fecond vifit. As the redu6lion of Jefus 
Maria lay the molt expofed to their fury, father 
Romero applied to the governor of Rio de la 
Plata for leave to throw up fome retrenchments a- 
bout it ; and, having obtained his confcnt, imme- 
diately repaired there to haften the works. But 
the Mamelus appeared before they could be com- 
pleated, followed by fifteen hundred Tupis and 
feveral other Indians. Such of the Neophytes as 
were not aftyally employed in the military works^ 
were abroad hunting, or cultivating their lands, all 
to four hundred, who remained in the town j and 
feveral of thefe were not in a condition to make 
any great refiftance. 

What refiftance they made, however, was much- 
more vigorous than could be well expefted. But no 
one behaved better on the occafion, than a woman 
who had put on man's clothes fort he purpofe* Hav- 
ing fnied a^Mamelus, who alone made a greaier 
(laughter than all the reft put together, llie immedi* 
ately made up to him, and laid him dead at her feet- 
Two lay brother jefuits fignalized themfelves on this 
occafion, and were dartgeroufly wounded ; a^ . was 
father Mola, in performing the perilous funftions 
of his miniftry. At length, the Mamelus having 
fct fire to the church, where all thofe who could not 


fight 


^^6 T H fi H t S t P k f 

Sght had fliut themfdvcs up, there was a nccerfitjr 
for capitulating. The condiciorts werfc pretty fa- 
vourable, \yit they wett foon broke. Part of thofc 
itf^ho h^d fought, were butchered in cc4d hkipd^ and 
the reft throSvn into chsns*. Thefe banditti after- 
Wards fet fire to the houfes ; and, carry mg off evert 
iitwrrtof thofe whom their paftors had ranfbmed, 
fpread themfdves ovfcr the fcountiy tod made a 
areat m^ny prifoners thei^e j fo that fcarte one 
fourth df the Inhabitants efcaped thfcir fury; "We 
are told, that moft of the captives; even the chil- 
dren, did great honour to^ the chriftiah faith during 
their captivity, though fome apdftafied j arid be- 
came^ in procefs of time, as it ufually happens, 
the moft dangerous enemies to the fcligioh they 
badforfaken: 

Upon this^ thfc redaftion of St; Chriftopher; 
but two leagues from that of Jefus-Maria, was 
immediately evacuated; and the inhabitants con- 
duced to St. Anne, where the remains of Jefu^ 
Maria had been already transferred. But though 
the paftor of Jefus-Maria had by this uflcmbled a 
body of fixteen hundred men, it was judged propei* 
to rcmc^e ftill further, to the Nativity, at the other 
fideofthelguai, fiot orily thofe, whb had takeri 
fhelier at St. Anne, , but likewife the irih^bitants 
themfelves. This tranfmigration, however, was 
performed with great order. Detachments werd 
pofted at all the fords of the river, except one, 
which was left naked in order to dran^ the Mamc- 
lus into an ambufcade in the woodsy with \vhi:h 
hs b^nks are covered. The neccllity of thefe pre- 
cautions foon became evident. It Was not long 
before a lar^e body of Mamelus croffed the river 
by the ford which had been left uncovered. But 
they foon fell into the ambulcade which had beenr 
laid for them, and were all cut to pieces. 

But 
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ItuT thefe prudent meafures did not hinder thtf 
&Iarm from encreafing. It was even ftrMgfy re-» 
ported, that the enemy were rnarching cowards thir 
Uruguay \ and that fomc of their detachments' 
had already murdered feveritjefoits. Upon this, 
therefore, orders were giveit to fet fire to the re- 
dudtions of that province, and they had already^ 
begun to be executed, when the provincial of the^ 
jefuits, having fortunately heard of them, gave dU 
'redions to prfteccd no further, till he ccmld examine 
matters on the fpot ; and he immediately fet ouc 
for that pttrpofe. He met, in his way, the inhabi- 
tants of the rediK^ions, that had been already evacu- 
ated^ and, having diftributed them among the near- 
eft towns, polled to the Afliimption to require at" 
fiftance of the governor of Paraguay*- 

He reprefented to the governor, that; if he once 
jKiffered aH the chriftian colonics to be deftroyed, it 
^ould no longer be poffible ro fecure a great num- 
ber of Spanafh fettlements from the Martielus. T<* 
thisDon Martin dc I^dcfma made no other anfwcry 
than that he wo«ld have done much better to* 
ftrengthcn the old redudtions than form new ones. 
Father Boroa replied, that, by abandoning the' 
province of Tape, and all the courfe of the Uru- 
guay^ the province of Parana, attdev^ that of Para- 
guacy, would have been laid open to the enemy, who^ 
could then with impunity ravage all the country 
te the very gates of the Aflumption, like the Chi-^ 
riguanes, the Calchaquis, and feveral other barba- 
rous nations of Tucuman. As Don Martin had 
formerly been governor of Tucuman, he muftr* 
have feen the force of this argument much better 
than any one elfe ; notwlthftanding which, lie' 
thought proper not to yield to it. 

The fon of the governor of Rio de la Plata, who' 
bad the command of the troops of Buenos}- Ayres, 
9Ad even vf ihfi Q^f'ml itf^iia: ihguld have takenr 
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more interell in the prefervation of the churches orf 
the Uruguay v and yet he proved equally deaf to thd 
provincial's entreaties. Thi» father then addreflccf 
himfelf to the inhabitants of Corrientes ; but all 
to no purpofe. However, he ftill refolved not ta 
abandon the rcduftions that were mod expofed tcf 
danger; arid, therefore, afiembkd all the Neophyterf 
that had not as yet any fixed habitations v fent tx> 
the neareft redudions for good efcort^ ; croffed the 
Iguai, where he ftill encreafed his numbers ; andy 
having thus formed a pretty numerous army, ad- 
vanced to the dentolilhcd reduftions, thinking he 
might ftill find the enemy there^ and refcb'e thofe 
they had made prifoners. But the Mamelus, hav^* 
ing received early notice of his defign, had talcert 
care to defeat it by a timely retreat. 

The provincial, therefore, could now do no mori^ 
than bury the dead bodies, which ftiH lay expofed 
to the beafts and birds ©f prey, in every place where 
any refiftance had been m^e. Afterwards, fiftding 
that nothing was to.be expeded from the Spani- 
ards, unlefs the royal council of the Indies fntcr-* 
pofed, he wrote to that tribunal to inform it of every 
thing that had happened, and of the melaiKholy fitu- 
ation of the new chriftians of Paraguay. He lent his 
ktters by a fiiip bound to Portugal •, and he thought 
he had given them into very fure hands; but. 
they were thrown into the fea,.two hundred leagties 
from Lifbon. Thofe, however, who had given 
orders for fo doing, reaped no benefit by it 5 for 
the packet was found, fome time after, in that porty 
andc^ried to his catholic majefty, 
U . The year following, the jefuits of Pa- 
X3/' raguay deputed father Diaz Tano to 
Rome, and fatherdeMontayo to Madrid. Their 
bufinefs was to folicit the royal council of the 
Indies for powerful afliftance againft the Ma- 
melus ; and acquaint it with the obftaclc^. that 
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hindered the progrefs of the gofpel in Paraguay ; 
thatof the former wa^ to give the- general of the 
company an account of their affairs ' in that pro- 
vince, and obtain of him a reinforcement of mif- 
fionaries. The bifhop of Tucuman made ufe of 
the fame opportunity to write to his ^catholic ma- 
jefty the following letter. 

S I R E, ^ 

" Your majefty has offen given orders to my. 
predeceflbrs to let you know how far the diocefe 
of Tucuman may ftand in need of religious to 
preach the gofpel to the natives, that the royal, 
council of the Indies may be the better able to fup- . 
ply its wants. As, -therefore, within thefe three 
years that I have had the fpiritual government of 
it, I have carefully vifited almbft every part of it, 
I Ihall lay before your majefty an account of its 
prefent ftate. 

This province. Sire, is more than four hun- 
dred leagues in extent ; contains eight Spanilh, and* 
a great number of Indian towns, of which the moft 
inconfiderable contains from twelve to fourtee(i 
thoufand fouls. All the inhabitants have been bap-- 
tized, but moft of them have renounced or forgot 
the foith, through natural levity or want of inftruc- 
tion. Of thefe the jefuits had converted upwards 
of fifty thoufand, but were obliged to abandon them 
on account of the bad behaviour of the Spaniards, 
who in a hoftile manner entered the provinceof Cha- 
CO, whofe inhabitants are, in general, very docile, live 
together in towns, and do not go naked like other 
Indians. There are eight of theie towns, whofe 
inhabitants are chriftians ; but they have nopaftor; 
and it is not in my power to give them any^ fmce, 
even in the fpanifli towns, there is fcarce aprieft ca- 
pable of performing the parochial funftions. When 
I can, I fend fome ecclefiafticks there twice a year 
Vol. L • C c to 
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to vifit them ; for it is not always I can do tha6 
Thus have 1 the mortification of feeing perifh, for 
want of affiftance, a great many fouls, redeemed 
by the bloodofJefusChnft, committed to my care, 
and under the protediion of your majefty. 

In the Indian towns governed by (ecular priefts, 
there are many things that want to be reformed. 
Thefe priefts know nothing ; and are neither capa- 
ble of fulfilling their own obligations, nor of in- 
truding in theirs thofe committed to their care. 
The regulars are very few ; and the religious of 
St. Francis, in particular, are fcarce fufficient to 
ferve their churches. There are, therefore, none 
but the fathers of the company that can exonerate 
your Tnajefty*s confciencc. In all their houfesf, 
there are labourers ready, both night and day, ta 
do every thing required of them. They inftruft 
the children, vifit the fick, aflift the dying, and 
are particularly careful of the Indians and Negroes. 
For this reafon I have entreated their provin* 
cial, lately arrived with fome other jefuits, to hold aa 
affembly of his order, in the city of Corduba^. 
where I am now on a vifitation, to fend fome evange- 
lical labourers to Chaco^ that the inhabitants, who 
have already fome pretty good notions of the chriP 
tian religion, may by gentle means be reduced to 
the obedience of Jefus Chrift. I have, at the fame 
time, conjured him to fpare fome preachers to the 
moft unprovided quarters of my dioceie, in or* 
der to endeavour the reformation of the Spani- 
ards, the Portuguefe and the Metis, whofe difiblute 
lives greatly fcandalize the Indians ; and to adnii- 
nifter the facramcnts, which are now fcarce known 
among them. 

To this he anfwered, that his religious could 
not comply with my requeft, without expoCng 
themfelvcs to the fame perfecution, .they have fuf- 
fcr^d for fome years paft, in the province of Para- 
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giiay, from the Spaniards, the inhabitants of St. 
Paul of Piratiningue, and the Tupis. In faft, the 
Spaniards are greatly prejuccd againft them, be- 
caufe, as far as lies in their power, they maintain 
the Indians in the poffeflion of that liberty which 
your majefty has been pleafed to grant them. How* 
ever, as foon as he faw I fpoke to him in- your ma^ 
jetty's name^ and that what I required fo nearly re- 
garded God's fervice, he fent oi*ders^ in conformity, 
to all the fathers of his province ; and I am fatis* 
fied they will leave all their houfes empty, rather 
V than not comply with them. But, ufthappilyj theif 
numbers are very fmall. 

I, THEREFORE, conjure your majefty by the boweli 
of Jefus Chrift, and by the ineftimable value of fa 
many fouls, whofe falvation this divine Saviour* 
has changed :aie to procure, and for whom he died 
on the crofs, to fend me forty fathers of the com-i 
pany, with ftridl orders not to ftop to exercife their 
ieal any where but in the diocefe of Tucuman % 
for, I do hot believe there is, in all the world, ond 
more deftitute of fpiritual afliftance* I may evert 
fafely afllire your majefty, that, if my whole reve-' 
nucj which do6s not exceed four thoufand ' crowns^ 
was not already irrevocably appropriated, I would 
fend for thefe religious at my own expence. But 
I flatter myfelf I have difcharged my duty by laying 
before your majefty, • the Ibvereign of thefe pro* 
vinces, and the patron of their churches, the me-- 
lancholy fituation of mine in particular, and the 
remedies that may be . applied to it. God keep 
and preferve your royal perfon for the -de-* 
fence of religion* At Corduba of Tucuman, th^ 
eighteenth day ofOftober, 1637." 

The letter of Don Pedro Eftevan . d'Avila, 
which he gave with his own hands to the depu- 
ties, when going to embark at Buenos. Ayres, con- 
tains the following particulars, "1 had been in- 
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formed of the difordcrs committed by the inhabi^- 
tants of 3t. Paul of Brazil, in the reduftions or 
millions, which the fathers of the company of Jei'us 
have eftablilhed, within this jurildiftion, on the Uru- 
guay, and in Tape ; and, at my arrival at Rio Ja- 
neyro, I found that I had heard nothing but what 
was exaftly true ; for I faw expofed to Tale, in that 
port, ibme Indians, whom the inhabitantsof St. Paul 
brought there as publickJy as if they had been made 
flaves with your majefty's confent. I afterwards re- 
ceived the moft convincing proofs, that, from the 
year 1628 to i630,the fame inhabitants of St. Paul 
had carried oflf fixty thoufand fouls from the reduc- 
tions of this province and thofe of Paraguay, where 
they exercifed the greatcft cruelties, behaving in a- 
manner that one would fcarce think pofiible for 
men, who called themfelves chriftians, and ca- 
tholicks. 

Being defirous of putting a ftop to thefe enor- 
mities, I wrote to Don Martin de Sa, at that time 
governor of this • province, to induce him to do, . 
what I now befeech your hiajefty to direft. I like- 
wife fend your majefty his anfwer to riiy letter. I 
hope from your majefty's piety and juftice, that 
you will put a ftop to this fcandal, by giving the 
moft exprefs orders to hinder the inhabitants of St* 
Paul from entering thefe provinces, through which 
they would foon find our a paffage to Peru, as fa- 
ther Anthony Ruiz, of the company of Jefus, now 
on his departure for Spain on affairs of the laft im- 
pokarxe to church and ftate, can more amply in- 
form your majefty/' 


End of the Sixth Book. 
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Tb^ new cbrHUans, of the reduStions in th( neighbour^^ 
bourhood of the Uruguay^ after making Mad^ with 
various fuccefs^ againft the Mamelus, are removed 
by their pajiors to the neighbourhood of the Parana 3, 
are allowed the ufe, of fire arms \ entirely defeat ^ 
under the command of the governor of Paraguay^ 

. a large body of^be Mdmekis. Lake with floating^ 

. Iflands. Renegadoes and outlaws^ who had taken, 
fbelter in them^ defeated by the new cbrifiians. The 

. Pope excommunicates the Mamelus and their abet*. 

. tors. Ferment occafioned thereby in Brazil. Duke 

9f Braganca afcends the throne of Portugal. New 

. regulations of the court of Madrid in favour of the 
Indians of Paraguay^ particularly the chriftian In- 
dians carried off by the Mamelus. Attempt to civi* 
Uze a^d convert twft Indian nations galled M ataranc^ 
and Abipones. Their manners and cujioms. Pro- 
grefs of the gofpel in Paraguay checked by an ediSiof 
the court of Madrid^ forbidding any ^ut the natu^ 
ral bornfubjeSls of Spain to pafs over as miffion-,, 

, aries into Paraguay* . Et^agements by water and 
land between the MAmehs and the neip cbrijlians^ 
in which the former are entirety defeated. Don. 
Bernardin de Cardenas named btfbop of the Affumpti- 

' ony abufes his fpiritualpoweif^ andencroaches on the. 

civile to the fubverfion of all order in church and 

^ate ; begins to inveigh againft thejefuits. Leaves^ 

the Affumption^ but returns again^ in order to drive- 
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thejefuits out of it \ being difappointed in the ^U 
tempt entrenches himfelf in the francifcan convent ; 
is declared by his clergy an intnider into the diocefr \ 
and leaves the^ capital \ adjudged^ on his own confef- 
fton^ an intruder by the fee of Rome. 


THE evil complained of in the letter from the 
bifliop of Tucuman, with w^hich we have 
finilhed^our laft book, was ftill more preffing than 
his loi-dfhip imagined it. But, however impa- 
tient the two deputies were ta get to Europe, 
they were delayed more than fix months at Riq 
Janeiro, probabiv for want of a ftiip to purfue 
their voyage. They exerted tftmfelvps, in the 
mean time, to convince the Portugueze, how unr 
worthy of men of honour the flave trade was, 
which they carried on with the Mamelus ; and con- 
Tured them to refle6b ferioufly on the rigorous ac- 
count, to which they muft fooner or later be called 
for it by God, and his -catholic majefty their fovcr 
reign. Father «le Montoya even fpoke more thar> 
» once from the pulpit to the feme purpofe, and 
his -remonftrances were not alto$:ether fruitlefs, 
•X Several perfons fet at liberty the reduftion Inr 
dians they had bought from the Mamelus -, and 
the magiftrates ftriAly forbid them to buy any iov 
the future. 

We fliall now leave the two deputies for a time to 
<rontinue their voyage ; and; return to the redudions, 
which were likely to be no fmall lofers by the abfence 
of Father de Montoya, who had governed then) for 
Ibme time, paft ; it being no eafy matter to find z. 
perfon equally qualified for fa arduous a tafk, efpe- 
cially in the prelent perilous circumftances. How- 
ever, the choice, which the provincial made of father 
Diego Alfero to fucceed him met with univerfal 
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ipplaufe. This miffionary was equally confpi- 
. cuous for his refolution and good fenfe ; and 
ftili of an age equal to theigreateft fatigues. Nor 
w^s it long before he had opportunities of juftifying 
the favourable opinion the world entertained of 
him; theMamelus being by this more enraged than 
ever againft the new chriftians of Tape, where there 
now remained but the redu<3:ions, of St. Joachim, 
St. Therefa, and St. Anne. For, there appearing 
no probability of being able to fupport the firft 
of thefe reduaions againft an enemy, whofe fury 
only encreafed in proportion to the refiftance and 
even the fuccefles of the new chriftians againft 
them, it was refolved to remove it nearer to the 
Uruguay. 

But the miflionaries found it a much harder 
matter, than they at firft thought it would be, to 
; make the Neophytes confent to this tranfmigration. 
They reprefented, that the country, to which thefe 
fathers propofed to conduct them, was little lefs 
expofed tp the infults of the enemy than their own 5 
and no arguments were found lufficient to convince 
them of their miftake. They even carried their 
difcOntent to fome difagreeable lengths. Several 
fled ; and fome forgot themfelves fo far as^ to 
confpire againft the lives ot their paftors. The 
greateft number fo obftinately perfifted in their vn- 
willingnefs to remove, that, to oblige them to it, 
it was at laft found abfolutely necellary to fet fire 
to the town. But, even then, numbers of them 
difperfed feveral ways. One of the miflionariea 
was obliged to follow a great number towards the 
Caapis or CaapAgua^^ whilft two others conducted 
the reft to St. Therefa, 

.^ The miflionaries did'^ not intend to leave their 
Neophytes at St. Therefa -, they had even traced 
out, pretty near that reduction, the plan of another 
fpT thefe poor fugitives, of whom they had, by this, 
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colleftcd fix hundred families. But a new alartn 
made it prudent to condud them ftiil further. 
Some time after, St. Therefa was furprized, and all 
its inhabitants carried off. Their paftors- offered 
to ranfom them, but the Mamelus . afked a great 
deal more, than it was in their power to give. 
A This happened a few days before Chriftmas •, yet, 
on Chriftmas day, thefe banditti came to the church, 
every man with a taper in his hand, in order to 
hear the three maffes of one of the fathers, who, 
the minute he had finifhed them, got into the pul- 
pit, and reproached them, in the bitteref^ terms, 
with their injuftice and^cruelty. But they could not 
have liftened to him with more calmnefs, if what 
he faid did not any way concern them. When he 
had done, however, they granted him the liberty 
of two. children, who ferved at the altar. At 
length, the two fathers, finding it impoflible to ob- 
tain any mor^ prifoners from thfem, buried all the 
facred veffels and altar ornaments they could not 
take away with them, and fet out for the Uru- 
guay. 

■• On . their way, they met with feveral Neophytes 
wandering in the forefts ; and one of them con- 
duced tbefe poor fcattered remains to the reduC* 
tions on the Parana, where they were received with 
open arms. So^netime after, the inhabitants of 
St. Anne, having received timely notice of the 
approach of the Mamelus, difperfed to avoid fall- 
ing into their hands ; and moft of them being but 
profelyes, they foon took a new liking to the va- 
/gabond way of life, in which they had been 
brought up. Several even luftered themfelves to 
^ be perfuaded, that the miflionaries had aflembled 
them merely to deliver them up to the Mamelus, 
^ho, themfelves, every where propagated this ca- 
lumny -, and, in a ihort time, all the new chriftiaris 
gave fuch cfedit to it, that the paftors Were in con- 
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ftant danger of being murdered by them. Thcjr. 
infulted father Alfero feveral times ; and one day 
carried off his chapel, and profaned the lacred vefc 
fels in his prefence. In ihort, they fuddenly de^ 
ferted fo many redudions, that it was thought rtr 
quifite to remove the inhabitants of the reft to- 
wards the Parana, where the ftorm, however, foon 
followed them. The alarm even gained the Ita- 
tines, now united into reduftions, though in a place 
where there was no probability that the Mamelus 
would ever come to attack them, 
J V g The Mamelus foon after fell upon the 

a3 '39' province ofUruguayi and, fo early as the 
month of January 1638, the redu6Mons of St. Charles 
and the Apoftles had been abandoned by their in- 
habitants, though well able to defend themfelves, 
as were, likewife, thofe of fome other reductions in 
the neighbourhood, had they but joined for that 
purpofe. But fucha confternation had feized them^ 
that they np longer liftened to the voice' of theic 
paftors. There happened, however, one pretty, 
Imart fkirmilh, in which thirteen hundred chrif- 
tiahs, who ventured to make head againft the Ma- 
melus, had at firft fome advantage ; but, a fudden 
panick having feized them, they retreated to thein 
redudion and fet fire to it, though the enemy had 
not purfued them. Stxme days after, however, 
on receiving a reinforcement, they marched back 
to the place where they had left the Mamelus, wha 
after retreating at the fame time that the Indians 
had fled, were likewife returned to it. Upon this, 
a new battle enfued, and the chriftians obtained a. 
compleat viftory ; but, unhappily, they knew not 
how to improve it. They even permitted them- 
felves.to be fo far thrown off their guard by this' 
little fuccefs, that they fell into an ambufcade, 
where, however very few of them periflied. They, 
might have eafily cut to pieces thofe who had/ 
. ' ' drawn 
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drawn them into it, had it been in the power of 
their leaders to bring them back to the charge. 
But, fb far from being even able to rally them, they 
Gould not ftop them till they had reached the banks 
of the Piratiny. 

Some time after this, on a r<*port that the Ma-* 
melus were ni.crcliinrr back to Brazil, fcveral Nco- 
phytcs returned to tlicir rcdiiftions -, but the Ma- 
pielus appeared agaiii,- before they were well fet- 
tled in theni. How<?ver, they waited for thefe 
banditti with great bravery ; and, after a pretty 
faiart Ikirmifh, both parties feparated without any 
lofs on cither fide. The Mamelus now finding, 
that open ' force was no longer likely to fucceed 
with them, had reconrfe to ftratagem-, but they 
got nothing 6y it. Soon after, both parties came 
to blows again ; but the Neophytes^ betrayed by 
one of their leaders, were obliged to tjike to their 
heels •, andiiever looked behind them, till they got 
to the other fide of the Uruguay. This defeat w^s 
followed by the ruin of the reduftion of St. Ni- 
cholas, and .the evacuation of all the country {dc- 
tween the Uruguay and the Piratiny. 

The miffionaries made fuch good ufe of this 
event, to convince all the pew'chriftians that ftill re- 
mained in that province, and thofe in the neigh-. 
,bourhood of the Parana, liow neceffary it was to- 
exert themselves to prevent their total ruin, that 
they found it no difficult matter to raife an army,' 
which, from the banks of the Uruguay, where it 
bad been formed, advanced to the Piratiny. Father 
Alfaro, who accompanied it, having here received 
advice, that the Mamelus were in full march tOr 
wards Brazil, the Indian ^army immediately fet 
out again in purfuit of them -, and, having at laft 
overtaken them, fkirmifhed with them feveraldays 
together, before either fide could boaft of any de-» 
cifiye advantage ov^r the otheir. At l^ft, fifteen 

hun- 
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ijrcd men, with which one of the miflionaries had 
reinforced the chrjftians, gave them Jlich a fuf- 
periority^ that the Manfielus were obliged to in- 
trench themjfclves, to av,oid being all cut 'to pieces.' 
The Neophytes, upon this, unable to- force the in- 
trenchment, blocked ^hem up, and by that means 
reduced the enemy to fuch extremities, that they 
had no other choice left tut to furrender at dif» 
cretion, or make a defperate pulh to open'tthem-r 
jS^Ives away through the befiegers, 

The new chriftiana, perhaps, would have yielded 
to fo fudden and uncxpefted an. attack, were it noif 
for the timely arrival of another reinforcement, 
fhougK it confiftedof no more thanelevenSpaniards^ 
whom the governor of Rio de la Plata had fent tQ 
^xapine into the ftate of affairs in this province, 
and who, after a march of two hundred leagues, 
found themfelves, as it were, ' by mere accideac, 
within fight of the intrenchment, juft as tfif NeOr 
phytes began to lofe ground and difperfe, But, 
as foon as they fpied the Spaniards, they took heart 
again ; and fuffered themfelves to be rallied by 
their commander, and led back to the charge 
The Mamelus, upon this, imagining the reinforce- 
ment ftronger than it really was, called ouf 
for quarters, and accepted it on whatever terms the 
chriftians were pkafed to require. Father Alfara - 
advanced to fpeak to them; and began by declaring 
them excommuni(:ated, according to the orders he 
Jiad received for that purpofe from the biihop qf 
Buenos Ayres. He then required of them an oa^li, 
$hat for the fiiture they would never commit any 
hoftility againft the chriftian reduAions j and they 
immediately complied, The miffionary, how-; 
jEver, fully convinced, thaj the anathemas of the 
church and their own imprecations were too weal^ 
ji reftraint upon fuch abandoned wretches, was for 
fakjng more cffcftual ■ jpre^faOtioris againft them ^ 
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and did all that lay in his power, to ni;ike die officer^ 
who commanded the Spaniards, fenfible of the nc- 
ccllity there was for doing fo ; but it was to no pur- 
pofe •, he was not to be perfuadcd ; fo that the Ma^ 
melus were permitted to efcape^ without giving 
any further fecurity for their good behaviour. 

The confequences of this imprudent ft'epwere 
much worfc, perhaps, than the fuperior of the 
miflion imagined. New gangs of the Mame-r 
}us croffed the Igai ; and the chriftians were on 
the point of feeing tl>emfelves again expofed to all 
the horrors, with which they had already been fur-» 
rounded, if father de Boroa had not had influence 
enough over them, to prevail on them to form a 
new army, which foon made all the parties of the 
enemy difappear. But this difgrace could neitheu 
cure them of their intention to return with frelfh 
forces, nor of the hopes of being more fuccefsful 
another time ; and, at laft, the miffionaries per- 
ceived, that it would be the height of imprudencq 
to leave the Neophytes any longer in a country, 
every minute liable to become the theatre of a war; 
by which, however fuccefsful, they could be na 
gainers ; and which, confidering the difparity of 
their arms, could not be expefted to terminate, 
otherwife than in the utter ruin of a church, which 
it had coft them fo much to form. The provincial, 
therefore, concluded, that no tim? Ihould be loft 
in conducing all the Neophytes, that could be ga- 
thered together, to places, where they, might have 
nothing to fear from fu<;h implacable enemies* 

The chief difficulty, that attended this trani> 
migrationi was that of making the Neophytes con- 
fen t to it ; moid of them having declared, that they, 
would rather run all the.rifks^ to which their conti- 
nuing where they were might expofe them, than*- 
roam into a diftant country, in queft of what others. 
might call an afylum^ but which they fliould always^ 
' *» con- 
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cx)rifider as a place of banifhmcnt. It, therefore^ coft 
no fmall time refolution and addrefs to brii>g them 
to do that, on which, in the main, they coyld not 
but be convinced their fafety depended. This done, 
it was refolvcd to fix them between theUruguay and 
the Parana, near the place where thefe two great ri- 
vers approach within about fifteen leagues of each - 
other, in order tb give them two barriers, eafy tode- 
fend, and an opportunity of being nwre readily fuc- 
coured. This project, however, met with many 
obftacles ; but, means being found to furmount 
them, it was at laft executed in the following man-; v 
ner. 

This great multitude of men women and chil- 
dren were formed into three divifions. Father 
Chriftopher de Arenas was charged with the firft ; 
and it was as much as he could do, with all his cou- 
rage and induftry, to conduft theni to the fpot at** 
figned him. Part of them difbanded on the road, 
and he had much adp to make them return. Sevc* 
ral wanted to ftop in places, that were acceflibleonly 
to favages, and where, of courfe, they muft foon 
have relapfed into their old way of living ; but he 
followed them every where, and often expofed his 
life to bring jhem back. Some of them revolted 
openly, and even employed »fuch threats, as might 
have difconcerted a man of lefs zeal and refolution. 
At length, he had the good fortune to make them 
crofs the Parana, where he had orders to diftributc 
them among the reductions - of that province, till 
they could build towns for themfelves. It was at 
the paflage of this river that the fpirit of mutiny 
chiefiy manifefted itfelf, as they all took it- into th^ip 
heads, that the father wa^ going to deliver them up 
into the hands of the Spaniards. 

The leaders of the fecond divifion had ftill more- 
to fuffer, though a great deal lefs than thofc of the 
diird, not to lofe more of their flock^ than even i} c 
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Mamdus had carried off from them, The peffoiii 
who fpared himfelf kaft upon this occafion, was 
the provincial ; and the fucceis of this important 
cntcrprize was due chiefly to his courage, his 
prudence, and hi« unalterable meeknefs. Twelve 
thoufand Indians, exclufive.of women and children, 
were thus happily coUedted together, in places 
where it was not poflible to ■ furprize them ; and 
from which they could eafily return to. their anci- 
ent habitaricuis, as foon as they Ihould find them^ 
klvcs in a condition to maintain their ground there^ 
which foon after happened to* be the cafe. Some 
miffionaries were thcQ detached in queft of thofe 
who had feparacf d from the main body, in'order to , 
bring them back to the fold ; and they not only 
fucceeded in their errand, but had the confolation 
of gaining over to Jefus Chrifl: leveral infidelsji 
who could not*help being charmed with their cha* 
rity and pafloral folicitude. No time was loft in 
building huts to lodge this great multitude ; and 
in putting them in a condition to provide by 
labour for all their other wants. 

But it was not enough to fecure thefe new chriA 

tiansagainfta furpriie- Their chiefs reprefented 

to the provincial, that, as long as thpy could not 

engage the Mamclus with equal arms, it was im- 

poflible they fhould not become a prey to them 

in the end, in fpite of all the precautions* that 

could be taken to prevent it. Of this father Boroa 

and all the miffionaries were equally convinced* 

But it was confidcred, in Spain, as a maxim of 

ftate, not to mtroduce the ufe of fire arms ariTong 

the Indians^; and ho precaution, it muft be allowed^ 

could be wifer in regard to the Indians given in 

command, and who Lved intermixed with tha 

Spaniards. Thefe it imported greatly to keep 

under fubjedion. But this was not the cafe with 

the 
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tKc Indians we are now fpcaking of. The fidelity 
of the firft, whofe fubmiflion was involuntary, could 
only be depended upon, in proportion to their in* 
ability to fliake off the yoke ; whereas, that of the 
fecond being voluntary, and the advantages of it 
to them very confpicuous, they could have no mo- 
tive to revolt, as long as no attempts were made 
upon their liberty, in the pofleflion of which the fo- 
Ycreign had promifed to maintain them. 

Besides, they were the only Spanilh Indians, on^ 
Ivhom the provinces of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata 
could depend for a barrier againft the cnterprizes 
of the Portugueze and the Indians of the frontiers 
of Brazil, who did not dcftroy the towns of Xerez 
Viliaiica and Ciudad Real •, open themfelves 
a paffage to Peru, through the North of Pa- 
raguay J and take pofleflion of the rich gold mines 
of Cttfaba and of MoHte groffo^ of which I fliall 
(peak hereafter % till they had firft ruined the reduc- . 
tions of the province of Guayra. It is, no doubt, 
very furpri zing, th^^t the Spanilh governors, to whom 
the miffionaries made reiterated reprefenrations on 
that head, fhould have paid fo little regard to tbeQfi. 
But they fuffered themfelves to be prejudiced a- 
gainft thefe miflionaries by perfons, who had no- 
thing in view but their own private intereft, which 
they, befides, very ill underftood, and to which 
they facrificed tliat of both church and ftate, from 
an unwillingnefs to fee any of the natives become 
chrittians, but fuch as thev could make flaves of. 

On the prefent occafion, however, the gover- 
nors, even thofe who had the welfare of the new 
chriftians moft at heart, were of opinion, they 
ought not to take upon themfelves to meddle in io 
delicate an affair, as that of granting the ufe of fire 
arms to the new chriftians. And father de Bo- 
roa, perhaps, thought it dangerous to mention it . 
to them, left, his project coming to tranfpire, fome 
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ibme oppofitions might be made to it, which it 
would be a difficult matter to remove. But in the 
inftruftions, which he gave father de Monjtoya, on 
that miffionary's fetting out for Madrid, he had 
cxprcfsly recommended that article to him. Ac- 
cordingly, father de Montoya propofed it to the 
royal qouncil of the Indies ; and reprefented to that 
tribunal the abfolute impoffibility of preferving the 
reduftions, expofed as they were to the incurfions of 
t^ie Portugueze and Indians of Brazil, if the Neo- 
j^ytes were any longer refufed the ufe of fire arms. 

He knew very well, that it would be objefted, 
that, * if thefe Indians, on feeing themfclves as 
well armed as the Spaniards, fhouid take it into 
their heads to revolt, it would be impoffible to 
reduce them; feeing it was impoffible to con- 
quer them^ when they had no other arms but 
their arrows and their mancanas. But he ob- 
viated this objedtion, by faying, that the miffion- 
aries did not intend to leave thefe arms at the 
difcretion of the Neophytes ; that they were re- 
folved to keep them themfelves, . with all their 
ammunition, and never put them into their hands, 
but when they had good grounds to fear fome 
irruption ; nor even keep more in the reductions, 
than what were neccflary to avoid being furprized, 
but depofit all the reft at the AiTumption. He 
added, that, with his majefty's leave, both arms 
and ammunition fhouid be purchafed with the alms 
they might receive, fo that their lordibips need not. 
fear their cofting the royal treafury a fingle far- 
thing ; and that, to inllruft the Indians in the 
ufe of thefe arms, fome lay brother jefuits, who 
had ferved in the army, fhouid be fent for to the 
kingdom of Chili. 

The king approved father de Montoya's rea- 
fons, and judged the precautions, with which he 
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fupportcd them, fufficient to anfwer the purpofc* 
His majcfly, therefore, granted every thing the 
miflionaries aiked ; and ordered his minifters to give 
fuitabk dirieitioris to the viceroy and the governors 
bf the province of Paraguay. Several perfons have 
fince laboured very hai-d to obtain a Revocation of 
this indulgence ; biit the catholick kingj wbo fooh 
faw it was the bcft ftep they coiild take, would 
hever liften to any piropofals for altering the regula- 
tions made oh that head ; aiid never have had occa^ 
fion to repent their fteadihefi; IHfa<ft, hot bnlyheither 
the Manieliis nor their allies have daired to fliew 
their faces in the chriftian redudiohs, or have been 
able to penetratfe with impunity into the provinces 
^htTt they are (ituated ; but there^has arifen among 
thefe Nieophytes a militiaj which, for more than ah 
ige paftjha^ been the greateft refourcc of their fove- 
Iteign in this part of South America^ againft bothjfo- 
reign and domeftic enemies ; ,and which, notwith- 
ftanding, it does hot coft him a fingle farthing to 
pay or to maintain, as we fliall foon have ah oppor- 
tunity to demonftrafe. But what is ftill riioft furpri- 
zing in thefe Ihdiah troops, the glory they have 
acquired by their viftories, lb far from pufEng up 
their hearts, and giving thchi ah air of liberty and 
independericfc, as might be naturally apprehended^ 
has piit a ftop to thole mutinies, which their reite- 
l*ated misfortunes had ufed brfore to oceafion; fo 
that their p^ftors have never found theni more 
fiibmiflive and docile, thah finct they procured 
theni the mfcans of living free from tke apprehen- 
fioiis of feeing thcif peace difturbed. Thofe, iii 
a word, whofc valbiii: is the fiir^ft palladiUnl of thef 
publick fecurity, are the firft to give, on every oc-« 
tafion, proofs of the moft iriviolable loyalty, and 
the liioft exemplary devotion. • 

The itiifllonaries could eafily forefee thii tappj^ 
iteration, from the minute the Indians difeoVered 
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the meafures thefe fathers had taken, to put them 
in a condition of no longer tearing any thing froni 
their enemies. All murmuring immediately ceafed ; 
and fome jefuits took advantage of this calm ta 
. take the field, and run over the province of Tape^ 
and the neighbouring diftrifts, in queft of thofe, 
ivho, at the approach of the Mamelus, had taken 
fhelter there in the woods and mountains ; and 
they had the good fortune to pick up a great num- 
ber of them, whom they conducted to Itapita. 
They, next, turned their thoughts to the replacing 
of thofe, who had been carried off into Brazil, X>r 
whbm they had loft by death or defertioii ; 
and father Antonio Palermo, followed by a com- 
pany of the moft fervent chriftians, coafted the Pa- 
rana, by land, from its difcharge into the Paraguay 
to the place where it receives the Monday -, bap- 
tized feveral dying infants in this long and painful 
coiirfe ; and returned to his church with one hun- 
dred and fifty profelytes. 

However, the indulgence, with which the Ma- 
melus had been treated the preceding year, and 
which had prevented their entire defeat, proved a 
great obftacle to the entire reunion of the Neo- 
phytes, who had dilperfed through fear of feeing 
the war break out again -, and this fear was fo much 
the more reafonatle, as fome parties of the enemy 
frequently made their appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood of thofe places, where reduftions had 
formerly ftood. One of thefe parties furprized two 
young Indians, that atjtended two miflionaries then 
employed in fcowering the fame country in queft of 
the difperfed chriftians ; and thought they had fuf- 
ficiently f^cured them by tying their hands. But, 
one night that thefe children lay ftretched in 
the midft of • the gang, finding them all faft 
afleep, they crept to the fire ; put their hands into 
it ; and had courage enovigh to hc^d them there 

long 


OF PARAGUAY. 387 

l6ng enough tb burn the firings with which they 
Vrere bound. They^ then^ Withdrew Without being 
perceived ^ and by by-roads, with which they hap- 
pened to be acquainted^ rejoined their paftors after 
Walking fourteen leagues without Hopping to reft 
themfclves* 

On the advice they gave, that the Mamelus 
fccmed to have fome notion of approaching the 
Parana, Don Pedro de Lugo, governor of Para- 
guay, who had lately received very precife orders 
from his catholic majefty to omit nothings thafi 
might contribute to the fafety of the reduftions 
within his province, and who was aAually vifiting 
them with a ftrortg efcort, affembled four thoufand 
Indians, and led them towards the canton of 
Caarupa Otu^^Ui where the young Indians bad left 
the enemy* Father Alfaro waited upon him with 
fome other Indians ; but, having one day taken 
the lead of the reft, a Manielvis whom he did no? 
perceive, but by whom he happened to be known^ 
difcharged a blunderbufs at him, and tumbled 
him dead from off his horfe« 

As foon as the governor hedfd of this accident^ 
he formed his trOops, and fell fp fuddenly upon 
the enemy, who little expeflted to be fo foon at- 
tacked, that, after Cutting to pieces all thofe who 
made any refiftance, he made almoft all jthe reft 
prifoners* He committed them to the care of the 
Neophytes, entirely abandoning to their difcretion 
ail the Tupis who happened to be among them. 
The Neophytes treated the Tupis fo well, that 
they prevailed on them to ba^inftruftcd in our di- 
vine myfteries % and, foon after baptifm, put an end 
to their captivity. As to the Mamelus, they were 
conduced to the Affumption, within eighty 
leagues of which the battle had Jjeen fought ; and 
every one expefted they would be puniflied like 
banditti taken in antisagainft their fov^reign. .Byt 
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the governor contented himfelf with rcproachiitg 
them with their cruelties, and threatening them 
with the anger of heaven, if they continued their 
hoftilities. He, then, fcnt thehi to Buenos Ayres, 
whofe governor, at the folicitation ef fome of the 
inhabitants, fet them at liberty, with leave to re* 
turn to theif own country. , 

The body of father Alfaro was carried to the re- 
du£tion of the Conception fituated on the Uruguay, 
where it was interred with all the honours the po- 
verty of the Neophytes would admit of ; and father 
Claudius Ruier was appointed fuperior of the mif- 
fions in his room. He bad fcarce taken pojP 
iefiion of this employment, when Don Pedro Ef- 
tevan d' A vila, governor of Rio de la Plata, ap- 
plied to him for eighty Neophytes to be employed 
in an expedition, the ibccefs of which, he faid might 
greatly contribute to the fecurity of the redadtion* 
fituated in this province. The nature of the affair 
was a$ follows* ^ 

To the eaft of Rio de la Plata, and about the 
twenty eighth or twenty ninth degree of Somh lati- 
tude, there is a lake of a very irregular figure, eigh- 
ty leagues in length, and very narrow in propor- 
tion to its length. This lake, in the ancient mapsy 
is called the lake c^ Caracaras i and, in the 
more modern, that of Tbera, From the eaftera 
extremity of this lake there iffue two little rivers^ 
one of which falls into the Rio de la Plata, and 
the other into the Uruguay ; the firft, under the 
name oiRio Mirinay ; and the fecond, under that of 
Rio Corrientes. Father del Techo contents himfell 
with faying, that the lake, or as he calls it, the 
marlh of Caracaras, communicates with the Pa- 
rana. I have elfewhere obferved, that the name 
of Parana is often given to that part of the Rio de 
la Plata, which lies between its junftion with the 
Paraguay and the mouth of the Uruguay. 
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The fame hiftorian adds, that this lake is covered 
with floating iflands, like thofe in a litde lake near 
St. Omeis ; and that they afforded a retreat to In* 
dians of different nadons, eipecially the Caracaras, 
who having inveigled (bme Spaniards among ihtm^ 
in 1 553, by applying to them for afliftance againft 
their enemies, perfidioufly maflacred them; and 
actually harboured Ibme renegadoes of the reduc- 
tion of St. Anne, and the murderers of Suther £f- 
pinofa* The impunity they enjoyed, in confe* 
quence of the difficulty of attacking them, had 
rendered them very infblent. They frequently 
committed great dilbrders in the countries about 
the lake^ and had lately burnt to the ground the 
church belonging to the redudtion of St. Anne. 

Don Pedro having, at length, refolved to purge 
his province of fuch troublefome inmates, father 
Romero immediately conducted to Buenos Ayres 
die number of Neophytes, he had required for that 
purpofe. Don Pedro appointed to command 
them the brave Don Juan de Garay, who, after 
a hundred leagues march, arrived within fight of 
the lake, where he found the inhabitants diipofed 
to difpute his entrance. But he found means to 
embark with all his men ; and, though the enemy 
made pretty good ufe of all their advantages, he 
pufhed them with fo much valour and condud, 
that, after driving them from ifland to ifland, he 
killed or took prifoner every man of them. It 
was on this occa0on, that the militia of the reduc-^ 
tions firft fhewedjwhat might be ^xpedted from 
them, when well armed and officered ; for it ap« 
pears that they had by this time got fire arms. 

^ This expedition was followed by another, 

^ * which had not fo happy an iffiie. I faid 
that there were fome Calchaquis in the province of 
Rio de la Plata, near Buenos Ayres. Thele In- 
dians wer^ noJeft en^^mies to the' Spaniards, than . 
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thofe of the fame name, v\(ho frequently gave fucli 
uneafinefs to the. province of Tucuman -, and they 
had lately advanced towards Santafe, and ravaged 
the country about it, from which the governor re- 
folved to drive them. For this purpofe he raifed 
fomc troops, and fcnt to the reductions of his 
province for fix hundred Indiacns, whom father 
Romero, and father Arias, immediately led to hig 
affiftance. He^ then, put himfclf at the head of 
this little army j and marched in good order againft 
the Calchaquis, but without fending, as he ought 
to have done, to reconnoitre them. He had com- 
manded in Flandfcrs, and obflinately rcfufed to aft 
againft thefe barbarians in any other manner, than 
he would have done againft regular troops -, but 
he paid dear for his imprudence^ The Calchaquis 
remained fo well ported in their marfhes, that he 
had conlumed all his provifxons, before. he could 
join them ; fo that he found himfclf obliged to 
retreat, without Veaping any other benefit by aa 
expedition, for which he had made vaft prepara.^ 
tions, than that of carrying home three hundred 
prifoners taken by the Neophytes, 

Father Diaz Tano was, by this, returned to 
Buenos Ayres, with a numerous reinforcement of 
miflionaries. He had accompanied father dc Mon-^ 
toya as far as Madrid, and irom thertce purfued 
his journey to Rome, Father Vitellefchi, his ge-- 
neral, was overwhelmed with grief on the report 
he made of the condition, in which he had left the 
Indian churches of Paraguay; and^ unable to 
give him any other comfort but that of mixing 
tears with him, he condufted him to the audience 
of Urban VIII, who . then governed the church. 
This pontiff, equally touched with the general of 
the company, at the account the miffionary gave 
him of enormities committed by the Mamelus and 
the Indiana of Brazil, immediately gave orders 
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for making out a brief, in which he threatened 
with the anathemas of the church, both ihe au-- 
t^rs and abettors of fuch fcandalous diforders, if 
they did not immediately put a flop to them. 

The Pope, then, defired a miaute account of the 
proceedings of the Jefuits in Paraguay ; and he 
could not apply to a perfon better qualified to fa^ 
4:isfy him than father Tano, who foFgot nothing to 
give his holinefs a thorough infight into the affairs 
of thefe miflions ; and was, in return, loaded with 
prefents and other marks of the moil affedio- 
nate tendernefs for himfelf a^id his fellow, labourers^ 
particularly father Orighi, .whofe brother was aftu- 
ally cardinal, and one of whofe grand-nephews 
died lately, invefled with the fame dignity. The 
pope honoured himfelf with the title of his <>\d 
friend. In fhort, the pope granted him every 
thing he could wiih for, in order to fecure the 
tranquility of the new chriftians. He was even 
beforehand with father Tano, and would have 
made him completely happy, could that mif- 
fionary anfwcf for the thunder of the Vatican, bein 
fufficicnt to put an end to all the evils, of whic 
he had given his holinefs an account. 

Finding, on his return to Madrid, that fajher 
de Montoya had formed a company of mifConaries 
for him, he made what hafte he could to Lif- 
bon, to freight a fhip for their pafTage. The mif- 
fionaries were on the point of going aboard, the 
(hip only waiting for /them to put to fea, when 
father Tano received notice, that the fecretary of 
ftate, Don Miguel de Vafconcellos, (the fame who, 
foon after, ftained with his blood the fcene of the 
revolution of Portugal) had forbid the commandant 
of the fort of Bejiem to let their vcflTel pafs the 
bar. Upon this, he had recpurfe,to the Vicereine, 
the duchefs dowager of Mantua; and having im- 
mediately obtained from tliis princefs a revocation 
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pf the fecrctary'? order, he loft np time in taking 
the benefit of it, 

The navigation proved pretty favourable, all to 
the death of two of the miffionaries by a diforder 
which broke out ^mongft the (hip's company, till 
they arrived in the thijty fifth degree of fouth la^, 
titudc, when a violent north wind drove them tq 
the mouth of the ftreights of Magellan, froni 
whence they found it inipoffible to make cape St, 
Mar}r, in order to enter iyito the bay of Rio de la 
Plata ; or even withft^nd the violence of the ftorm \ 
fo that the pilot was obliged p fteer for Rio de 
Janeyro, where the miffionaries were received by 
the governor, Don Emanuel Sg, with great ho* 
i}Ours. 

Some days after their arrival, father Tano, with 
the advice of the ecclefiaftical fuperiors, publifhed 
the papal briefs we juft now mentioned, and there-? 
by brought upon his ba^k mpft of the inhabitants. 
The gates of the Jefuip college and of their 
church were forced open ; and thofe religious had 
jyery thing to fear from the firft tranfports of the 
furious multitude, if the governor and magiftratesi 
had not run with an armed force to their affiftance, 
Don Emaniiel, upon this, affembled the princi, 
pal inhabitants, and father Tano, who was re-r 
quefted to aflift at this meeting, after the briefs, 
had been read, gave an account of every ftep 
he had taken on this occafiop. But though hi^ 
conduct was generally approved by the aflembly, 
the populace grew more and more outrageous 5 fo 
that, in order to appeafe ^hem, it was found ne- 
cefTiry to interpofc a pretended appeal to the Pope 
better inftrufted. Some have faid, that it was; 
die miffionary himfelf, who firft gave this advice. 
Be that as it will, the publication of this appeal 
put a ftop to the fedition. Indeed it was high 
.^nic to think of fomc rcmcdjrj % ^th«r T#cs 
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und father Mora, vifitor of the jefuits of Brazil, 
were on (he point of falling viftim^to it. 

It was not fo ealV to appcafe the town of Saints, 
in the province of Rio Janeyrp i and ftill Icfs that 
of St. Paul of Piratininguc, Don Ferdinand Ro- 
driguez, who officiated as vicar general in the 
firft, having publifhcd the Pope's brief, by order 
of Don Pedro Albornez, Adminiftrator of tho 
bilhoprick,' one of the congregation got up, and 
faid, that he appealed to the king's exchequer. 
Upon this, Rodriguez excommunicated him di- 
redly; but, by fo doing, rendered partfof the in- 
habitants quite furious. The commanding officer 
was thpn requefted to take in hand the cau^ of the 
publick; and, on his refufing it, the feditious 
jflocked to the church in a tumultuous manner, 
^here they began by vomiting againft the vicar 
all the injuries, the paflion with which thejr 
were tranfported could fuggeftt They, then, fell 
upon him j knocked him down ; and, with a 
fword to his throat, threatened to murder him, if 
he did not revoke all he had done. But he would 
not yield *, and his firmnefs difconcerted them4 
They then drew up an appeal themfelves, and 
would have forced him to fign it •, but they could 
pnly get him to declare, that he approved it as far 
0S the rules of .th^ church, and his confcicnce^ 
would permit him. They then called for the 
Pope's brief, and he told them die fuperiorof 
(he jefuits had it. 

Upon this, they polled direftly to the houfe 
of thefe fathers. The fuperior on hearing the 
noife which announced their coming, put on 
his faeerdotal habits ; took the holy ciborium 
into his hands ; advanced to the gates of the 
houfe ; and made a pathetick difcourfe to them on 
the relpedt and obedience due to Ae vicar of Jefus 
Chrift, gpmc of them proftrated t;hemf^lve8 to 
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adore the Lord's body ; others continued ftanding, 
faying, that, though they adored with all their foul 
the holy facrament of the altar, th<ry would never 
part with their flaves> which was all they had tp 
depend upon . One of them went fo far as to cry 
out> that they fbould fire on the prieft* AU called 
for the brief j and, haying got a copy of it, re- 
mrned.to the grand vicar, for his aJ:)folution of the 
ccnfures they might have incurred, but he relufedit. 
They, then, applied for it to feme religious, 
who judging of the cafe, according to their 
own majiner of Rating it, told them they had 
no need of any ; the brief importing, that it Ihould 
be publiflied, if there was nojufl: realpo for fuppref- 
fing It, This anfwer contributed to render the je- 
fuits ftill mor« odious ; and nothipor was to be 
heard all over the town but the voices of people 
crying out, that it was now high tirpe to drive out 
* of it thefe officious defenders ^ the liberties of the 
Indians -, and the reports of their expulfion having 
reached Rio Janejro, the captain of a merchant (hip 
then at anchor there, made a general difcharge. of 
his cannon, to exprefs hisjoy at the event. But the 
governor puniftied him feverely for it. He h^d 
already qaufed another to be whtpt for behaving^ 
in a very infolent manner, in the church of the 
jefuits. 

It was during this ferment that there arrived 
at Brazil aft account of the duke of Braganca hav- 
ing been declared king of Portugal, and of the 
Whole kingdom having acknowledged him in that 
quality. Father Tano immediately forefew what 
influence this important event might have on the 
affairs of Piaragway,, as well on account of the 
averliqn which the Portugueze ftill retained for the 
Spaniards \ as becaufe the new king of. Portugal 
might not be fo foon in *a condition to fupprefs ef * 
fedually the courfes of the Ma^melus, more en- 
raged than ever againft the jefuits, whom they had 
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but juft expelled their city. He even forefaw that 
this prince might poflibly be brought to confider 
their inroiids as a means of weakening, in South 
America, the power of his catholic n.ajefty, with 
whom it w^ impoflible he Ihould not have a long 
war to maintain, infupportof his newly acquired 
royalty. But two other reafons efFettually de- 
termined him not to make any longer flay in 
Brazil -, the firft was, that he feared lell a new re- 
yolution Ihould make him lofe fome of the miC- 
(ionaries he brought from Europe, as they were 
iiabjefts to the new king -, the fecond, that he had 
already buried feveral of them fince his arrival at 
Rio Janeyro. He, therefore, reimbarked the be- 
ginning of November, and came to an anchor be- 
fore Buenos Ayres the latter end of the fame^ 
month, ' 

Father de Montoya had not been lefs fuccefsful 
at Madrid, than father Tano had been at Rome. 
The firft thing he did on his arrival there, was to 
aflc an audience of his majefty, who immediately 
granted it. He prefented his memorials to this 
prince, who perufed them with great attention, and 
named commiffarics from among the members of 
the royal coUiicils of Caftile, and the Indies, to exa- 
mine them, and report their opinion thereon. Father 
de Montoya required ; firft; the execution of a law 
publilhed in j6ji, by which the Spaniards were 
again forbid to deprive of their liberty the Indians* 
who had not been made prifoners in a juft war 5 
fecondly, that the fovereign Pontif ftiould be re- 
qucfted toconfirm the briefs of P^ul III and Clement 
VIII, forbidding the fame iniquitous praftice; 
thirdly, that thofe who proved difobedient thereto 
fhould be judged by the holy office ; fourthly, that 
the Neophytes, who had been made flaves and 
conduftcd to Brazil, fhould be fet at liberty 5 and 
the M^mclws both reprcfiled and puniihed 
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TH£fi^E demands and fomc others of lefs import- 
ance a|^ared fo very juft and reafonable to the 
cpmmiflaries, that the king, by their advice, or- 
dieted an edidl to be drawn up, in which his ma^ 
jefty, after renewing all the preceding decrees re^ 
lating to the liberty of the Indians, figniiied, that 
being mformed of the inhabitants of St. Paul of 
Piratiningue having ruined all the Indian towns^ 
founded in Guayra by the jefuits ; of their havbg 
carried off and reduced to a ftate of flavery up- 
•wards of thirty ihouland Neophytes ; of their hav- 
ing begun to commit the fame enormities in Tape^ 
and menacing Uruguay with them; of their having 
already made (laves there of fome free . Indians^ 
and maflacred others ; and all this in contempt 
cf reiterated edids v and being refolved to punifh 
foch mottftrous crimes, he declares;, the courfes 
€jf the faid inhabitants of St. Paul of Pirati-p 
ningtie, commonly called Mamelus, unjuft, con- 
trary to ail laws both human and divine, and 
to the honour of the chriftian religion ; orders 
that the cognizance of the faid crimes be referred 
to the tribunal of the holy office ; that all the In- 
dians reduced to flavery be immediately fet at li- 
berty ; and that fuch, as hereafter ihall be con- 
vifted of fo crying an injuftice and cruelty, fliould 
be treated as perfons guilty of high treafon. 

He, then, renewed the edift, forbidding any 
of the Indians, converted by the jefuits, inGuayra^ 
Tape, Parana and Uruguay, to beconfidered other- 
wile than as immediate vaffals to the crown, or 
to be given in command, or obliged to do perfonal 
fcrvice to any fubjtft, under any pretext what-? 
fcevcr. His majefty regulated by the fame de- 
cree tfie tribute, which the fame Neophytes were 
to pay to his domain. But this laft article coul4 
jsot b^ put in ^ecution tilji the year ;64^> becaufc. 
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till then, the Indians were not in ^ cofKHrion to pay 
^y tribute ; ^nd this ^pocha mu& iiot be forgoti 
as it will ferve to Ihew the little foundation there 
was for the accufations brought agaiiifl: tlie mS- 
fionaries in regard to this tribute. 

But father de Montoya, notwithftanding the &- 
cility wkh which he ©btained every thing hje aikcd^ 
was weH aware, efpecially fince! the revolution cf 
Portugal had happened, that this edift of Tiis ma- 
jefty would never be fufBcient to fcreen tfie redisc- 
tions againft the violences of the Mamelus, as loaig 
as the Indians had no other arms but their arrowit 
and their maflcanas to oppofe them with, Hq^ 
therefore, prefented the memorial I already ittcjsh 
tioned, m which he made evidently appear the imc- 
ceffity of allowing them the Vik of fire arms* 
The king, having confuked his royal coiwicil of ihc 
Indies, came to the refolution I have aTready mcnh' 
tioned. People in Paraguay were greatly fiarprizd 
at father Montoya's fuccefs in (o delicate an affiwr. 
But befides the counciFs not finding any thiog td 
feply to the folidity of the reafons, on which the 
miffionary's demand was founded, his eminectt 
virtues, and the great things he had done in Para-', 
guay, had acquired him the general ^efteem of 
prince and people. However, the church he bad 
contributed fo much to form, and whofc interefts 
he^had undertaken lb long a voyage to defs.'nd, nevqf 
had the happinefs of feeing him again. After fomc 
xmcxpefted delays in Spain, he paffed over m 
Peru, where he laboured fuccefsfully, in conjunc- 
tion with the viceroy, to execute fome orders ht 
had obtained, thofe efpecially which relate4 to the 
conftruftion and ufe of fire arms m the reduftions 5 
he then was ordered to Tucuman, and from Tik:i>- 
man back again to Lima, where be finiftied his 
courfein the year 1652, aged fev^oty« In con- 
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iequence of the idea which the inhabitants of thi§ 
City had conceived of his eminent fanctity , his body 
was interred with honours which had more the air 
of a triumph than a funeral. The viceroy and 
principal members of the royal audience carried hi» 
remains, to the grave. 
^ About this time^ a new attempt waa 

^ '^ ' made to reduce the Calchaquis to the 
faith by means of the jefuits,* who were now au- 
thorized to affure them, that they fhould never be 
fubjefted to any kind of fervitude. The governor 
of Tucuman, which had fufFered gready by the in- 
curfions of thefc barbarians, had, it feems lately con* 
eluded a peace with them, and judged this was the 
only method to make it lading. Accordingly, 
t-vojefuirs were fent to them ; and thefe fathers, 
after many dangers and difficulties, had the good 
fortune to found a redudion among them by the 
name of St. Charles. Another jefuit, called father 
Paitor, offered himfelf tothe bifhop to make an 
cxcurfion into Chaco on the fame errand -, and, his 
ofrlr being received by this prelate ever folicitous 
for the falvation of thofe committed to his care, 
,he immediately fet out with another called Gafpard 
Cerqueyra, who, being born at the Affumption, 
was mafter of the Abipone language current in all 
this part of Chaco. But, as the Indians on the 
frontiers of Tucuman were too jealous of the Spa- 
niards to liftcn willingly to any preachers, they 
refolved not to ftop, till they had reached the Jii- 
pcnes^ a nation fettled at the eaftern extremity of 
this extcnfive country* 

The firft place they made any conliderable ft ay 
at, was a large Indian town called Mataruy one 
hundred leagues from Santiago, where they hid 
been given to underftand they would find guides 
to conduft them to tKe Abipones. Befides, the 
Mataranes called themfelves chriftians 5 and, in 
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faA, fcveral pcrfons had been baptised at Mataia 
by St. Francis Solano •, and, after him, by two jc- 
fuits, who had preached the gofpel there ; and 
feme of them even had pretty well perfevered in 
the prafticc of the chief duties of religion, 
though they fcarce knew any thing of the princi- 
ples of it ; all the miniftry of a clergyman (cnt 
them lately from Buenos Ayres, with the title of 
parilh prieft, confiding in baptizing and inftrufting 
the children of thofe who called thcmfelves chriP 
tians. Had he contented himfelf with conferringc 
that facrament upon fuch as were in danger or 
dying, his zeal would have been commendable ; 
but he vifibly cxpofed the reft to the danger of dil- 
honouring the character he conferred on them ; 
for they lelJam faw him again when they grew up 
a little, but profaned the exercifes of religion with 
feveral fuperftitious praftices, and abandoned them- 
fclves to all the exceflesj of which the infidels gave 
theni the example. 

The only, or, at leaft, the moft ordinary, occupa- 
tion of the Mataranes, v/as to vifit and regale each 
other; but their feafts always terminated in a general 
intoxication. They celebrated the anniverfary of 
. the death of their kinfmen in a prerty odd man- 
ner ; they invited all their friends and relations to 
it, and every one of the guefts was obliged to bring 
w^ith him a dead oftrich. If it happened to be the 
anniverfary of more perfons than one, then the 
guefts were to bring, each, as many oftriches, as 
there were deaths to be commemorated, becaufe, 
in a kind of funeral proceflion made on theie oc- 
cafions, and attended with extraordinary ceremo- 
nies, each of the deceafed was to be reprefented 
by his own oftrich. The guefts, like wife, made a 
prefent to the perfon who had invited them ; and 
who, by accepting ic, laid himfelf under the ob- 
ligation of returning the compliment in kind, 

when 
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when he fhould be invited by them^ This engage^ 
xnent even defcended to his heirs, when he had 
not time to fatisfy it himfelf ; and to fail in it 
Vrouid have been deemed ajuft caufe of war be- 
tween the different towns to which the parties 
belonged. Thefe folemnities lafted four days^ 
on the laft of which the company bewaiied thd 
deceafed for the fpace of one hour. Thefe tears 
were fucceeded by immoderate laughter, by dan- 
cing and feailing, during which it wasanindiP 
penlable duty to get drunk! They, then, put an 
end to the meeting by a kind of bacchanalian rites^ 
attended by all the diforders that might be ex-« 
pedled from fuch an improvement upon their natu* 
ral barbarity. 

The jefuits, however, found them pretty docile ^ 
ealily prevailed on thofe who had been baptized^ 
to confefs thenifelves ; and left them all in the beft 
difpolitions. The cacique even infilled on accom- 
panying them with a good efcort, as far as the Abi- 
pones J but, though he and his fubjeds might he 
fuppofed to know the country they had to pafs 
through, they, in a fhort time, were fo disheartened 
by the dangers and difficulties of the journey^ that 
they would have turned back, if the fathers had 
not found means to detain them by litde prefents* 
But, when they found themfelves on the point o/ 
entering the country of the Abipones, their cou- 
rage forfook them to fuch a degree, (for it feemar 
they and the Abipones had been at war fof fome 
time paft,) that father Pallor had much ado to real*-' 
fure them. Two of them, however, had refolution 
to accompany father de Cerqueira, whom fathef 
Paftor thought proper to fend forward, in order to 
difcover on what fide it was propcreft to enter thc^ 
country. 

These reconnoiterers were foort difcoveredj 
and, the alarm fpread fo fuddenly all over the couiv- 
try, that in a mort time they could difcover two 
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hundred Indians on horfeback, but without faddles 
or ftiriups, making towards them in full gallop. 
But, though their wild and favage looks, their loofe^ 
difordered hair, and the long javelins they held 
in their hands, might well be fuppofed capable 
ot ftriking terror into a man, who faw himfelf alone 
in a manner, and at their difcretion ; the miffion- 
ary, full bf confidence in him, without whofe per- 
miflion they could not touch a finglc hair of his 
head, immediately doubled his pace to meet them ; 
and, lifting up his crucifix, " Children, cried he, 
two of my brethren formerly announced the gofpel 
p your nation, whofe efteem, and even confidence, 
they acquired. Animated by the fame zeal for 
the falvation of your fouls, I am likewife come 
a great way, in fpite of a thoufand dangers and 
difficulties, to endeavour to make you open 
your eyes to your neareft concerns. 'Tis in 
vain you attempt to terrify me. Death, with 
which you threaten me, is the chief objedt 
of my wifties. But I conjure you not to fpurn 
at a benefit, of which you would too late repent 
the lofs. Befides, what have you to fear from 
a fingle man, and without arms ? The cohfidence 
with which I put myfelf into your power ought 
to convince you, that I am come here merely 
to fervc you." 

The barbarians, at firft, ftunned by the boldnefs 
of the apoftolic man, were, in a ftiort time, fo.charm- 
cd with his difcourfe, that they threw their arms at 
his feet, and faluted him with the profoundeft re- 
fpe<5t. He, then, told them, that he had left at foprie 
diftance behind him his fuperior, a man advanced 
in years, and greatly efteemed by feveral Indian 
nations. Upon this, the commander of the troop 
immediately difpatched his fon to invite father 
Paftor, in his name, to come and fee him ; and, the 
moment the young Indian perceived him, he alight- 
ed from his horfe, faluted him refpc£lfully, and told 
Vol. I. E c him 
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him, that his father lonfged greatly to fee him. The 
miffionary, tranfported at fo unexpe<^ed an invita- 
tion, immediately fct out, and was very well re- 
ceived by the commander, who conduded him, 
with his companion, to thq neareft town, followed 
by all his horfemen. Here they entered, as it 
were, in triumph, amidft the inhabitants^ who were 
come to meet them, and conduced them to a 
cabin, the floor of which they had the precaution, 
or rather politenefs, to cover with Ikins. Refrefli- 
ments were then laid before them, but fo naufeous, 
that, notwithftanding their great waAt of food, and 
their having been accuftomed, for a long time paft, 
to the niofl; infipid, the very fight of it turned 
their ftomachs ; and they had much ado to get 
down a few morfels, and' conceal their difgufl:. 

The fecond day after their arrival, the principal 
cacique of the nation, called Caliquilay being iu- 
formed by father Paftorof his defign to make an 
eflablilhment in the country, he not only gave his 
confent, but even expfeflcd great joy at it ; and 
condufted the two miflionaries to his own town, 
fituated at the other fide of the red river. As foon 
as they were arrived there, he begged them to give 
him a circumftantial account of what they intended 
to do i and, on their complying, told them, that he 
was very well fatisfied the children fliould be bap- 
tized, provided they Ihottld not be obliged to go 
morning and evening to church, as they did in the 
,redud:ions of the Gu'arams ; fince it could not fail 
of producing in them a habit of idleiiefs, and, 
thereby, rendering them lefs fit for war, as it had 
happened to the Mataranes. 

Father Paftor replied, that religious exercifes 
could by no means tend to leflTen a man's courage ; 
' and that the Spaniards, and even the Guafanis of 
whom he had been fpeaking, were a ftriking 
proof of it J that, on the contrary, they contri- 
buted 
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buted greatly to infpire true -valour ; and that the 
Mataranes had never been braver, than while they 
continued good chriftians. Caliquila yielded to 
thefe examples -, but he added, that he would 
not fufFer, that the Abipones fliould be hindered 
from carrying their arms into church along 
with them, or beat with rods, when they had 
committed any fault, as was ctritonjary in the re- 
duftions, and among the Spaniards. The father 
gave up thefe two points, • knowing that he might 
fpeak to them' again, when religion had ' talcen 
a deeper root in their hearts. They, then, re- 
quired, that the caciques, and all the adults 
who might die in the chriftian religion, ihould be 
buried on the tops of the mountains, near the 
monuments erefted in honour ,of their divini- 
ties. Father Paftor made anfwcr, that this was a 
fuperlHtion incompatible .with the holinefs of the 
thrjftian religion ; and that, by the time :he ilhould 
have inftrudted them better, they would, themfelves, 
be the firft to condemn it. lb this they made no 
reply, and from their filence he 'concluded, that he 
fhould eafily make them give up .this article^ like- 
wife. 

After a rnonth's ftay among the Abipones, 
fatherde Cerqueyra fet .out to ireconduft . the Ma- 
taranes to their own country ; and father Paftor, 
to compenfate the lofs of his ccBnpanioh, ' not con- 
tent with the feparate inftruAions he every day 
gave to the children and adults, compofedy with 
<he afllftance of an interpreter left him by father 
Cerqueyra, a little catechifm in the Tonacote lan- 
guage, which is current all over this country. ' He 
was foon after obliged to return to Santiago, to 
the no fmall concern of the Abipones, to whom 
he promifed that he wo\ikl by no means abandon 
them. Accordingly, he very often applied to his 
provincial in their behalf -, but the ^ reductions in 
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the province of Uruguay, which were growing 
more numerous from one day to another, required 
fo many miffionarics, that it was impoffible to 
let the Abipones have one. fPerhaps, it did not ap- 
/ pear as evidently then, as it has done fince, of 
what importance it was to make a folid eftablifh- 
nent in this part of Chaco, and gain over a nation^ 
which might have contributed to it more than any o- 
ther, and which on being neglefted, came to be one 
of the crueleft enemies to the chriftian reduftions. 
Be that as it will, the fcarcity of miffionaries was 
foon after encreafed, in confcquence of anedidl iffued 
by the royal council of the Indies, forbidding any 
miffionaries to enter Paraguay, but fuch as were 
natural born fubjefts of the crown of Spain ; fo 
that father Paftor, who had beenfent over to Europe 
to folicit a reinforcement of evangelical labourers^ 
of a numerous body gathered at Seville to accom- 
pany him back, could take with him but one 
prieft and thirteen novices and ftudents. This 
was not the only time the propagation of the 
gofpel in Paraguay received a check from reftric- 
tions of this kind. The royal council of the Indies 
did not as yet penetrate the motives of thofe, who 
infpired this miftruft, to which the conduft of for- 
mer foreign miffionaries had not given the leaft 
room.^ 

The Abipones are in general above the middle 
ftature, and of a robuft conftitution. In fum- 
mer they go quite naked ; but in winter cover 
themfelves with fkins. They hang their mancanas 
to their neck ; carry a quiver flung acrofe their 
fhoulders -, and never go without a bow in their 
right hand, and a javelin or very long arrow in the 
left. They paint themfelves all over with different 
colours, and thofe think themfelves handfomeft, 
who make themfelves look moft like tigers. They 
make holes in their lips and noftrils^ and feveral 

parts* 
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parts of their Ikins, to ftick oftrich feathers into 
them ; and to fee them thus cloathed all over with 
feathers, one would imagine they wanted to foar 
into the air. The beard appears lb hideous a thing 
to them, that, when the leaft hair appears, they 
diredtly pull it up by the roots. 

To have a right to wear his hair among thefe 
Indians, a man muft have killed an enemy j and, to 
attain to military honours, and acquire any repu- 
tation for courage and bravery, he muft have pafled 
through tryals like thofc I defcribed in fpeaking of 
the Guaycuras. The Abipones, from their infancy, 
accuftom themfelves to the greateft Infenfibility, 
by inflicting the fharpeft pains on themfelves, fo 
that they, at laft, bring themfelves to laugh under 
the fevereft. After all, we muft allow, that thefe 
barbarians have a true notion of courage, which 
confifts more, and (hews itfelf better, in a conftancy 
tQ fuffcr great evils, than in a readinefs to cxpofc 
onefelf to the greateft dangers^ 

The women, among the Abipones, arc covered 
from the waift to the knees ^ and pricked all over 
the reft of the body ; but efpecially the face and 
bofom. Very often^ all that can be feen of their 
Ikins is a kind of mofaic work, compofed of differ- 
ent colours funk into the fl^in ; and all of them 
lliave the back part of their head. At the 
death of a cacique, the whole nation, both men 
and women change names, and eat rja fifh for a 
month. They feldom rear but one child of each 
fcx, murdering the reft as faft as they come into 
the world, till the eldeft are ftrong enough to walk 
alone. They think to juftify this cruelty by fay- 
ing,^ that, as they are almoft conftantly travelling 
from one place to another, it is impoflible for them 
to take care of more infants than two at a time ; 
one to be carried by the father, and the other by 
the mother. / 
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The old women take upon them, to be gteat 
witches ; and it would be no eafy matter to convert 
them. Father Paflor, having one day vifited one' 
of them at the point of death, and having told her 
that if fhe died without baptifm, her foiil would be 
eternally tormented by the dcvik, fhe very calmly 
anfwcred, that they had been her friends for a long 
time ; and fhe was, therefore, very fure that they 
would do her no harm. However, to Judge of mat- 
ters by the difpofitibns, in which the miffionaries 
left thefe Indians, there is all the reafon in the 
world to believe, that the gofpel would make 
the greateft progrefs among them. At leaft it is 
certain, that no one could be better difpofed than ' 
Caliquila, at the time father Pallor was obliged to 
quit him. This cacique, finding it impoflible to 
detain him any longer, accompanied him,, with fe- 
veral of his vafTals, to Santiago ; found him in pro- * 
vifions during the whole journey •, , and affured 
him, at his departure to return hpme, that the fa- 
thers of the company would be well received in 
every place where he had the leaft credit. 

To reaflume the thread of our hittory ; at the 
time that father Faftor was preparing to make Je- 
fus Chrift known to the Abipones, the miflionaries 
between the Parana and the Uruguay, having re- 
ceived certain advice, that the Mamelus were 
making great preparations of war, formed, out of 
all the militia of the reductions, a body of four 
thoufand men, fome armed with arrows, and fome 
with flings ; for as yet they could only give fire- 
arms to the officers, who amounted to three hun- 
dred. This little army took poft in a fpot within 
a days march of the enemy, who were already 
remounting the. little river Acaray, in three hun- 
dred pirogues, to the number of four hundred Ma- 
melus and three hundred and feventy Tupis, 
But, notwithftanding their inferiority, they defoi- 

fed 
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fed the Neophytes fo much, that, as foipn as they 
received intelligence of their approach, they tugged 
harder than ever at their oars to join them/ 

The chriftians were pofted in a little gulf, under 
the command of a cacique called Abiaru^ who, fee- 
ijng the enemy come towards them with fo much 
confidence, thought proper to encreafe it, by pre- 
tending to fear them. He, therefore, remounted 
the Acaray, with five or fix pirogues, as if he only 
intended to parley with them. The Mamelus per- 
mitted him to approach ; but. whq^ he was within 
hearing, the commander ordered him to be told, 
that he had nothing to do but furrender at difcre- 
tion. Abiaru, upon this, affumlngan, air of in- 
trepidity, reproached the comroander, who was 
come forward to receive his anfwer, with the cruelty 
and injuftice, with which his nation had treated 
chriftians, who had never given him him the leaft 
caufe of complaint j affured him, that they were 
all refolved to perifh rather than lofe their liberty j 
and added, that is was a fliame for men, who called 
thcmfelves chriftans, to attempt to deprive, of it, 
thofe who profefled the fam^ religion. 
* The commander, inftead of making any ai)- 
fwer, ordered his little fleet to keep moving on, 
till, af length, he difcovered that of the Neo- 
phytes making towards him. leifurely in the fineft 
order. The next moment, the chriftians began 
the battle by a difcharge of a cannon, which funk 
three of the enemy's pirogues. The miflionaries 
and the old men, with the women and children, 
were all this time on the banks of the river, invok- 
ing, with a loud voice, the apoftle of the Indies ; 
nor was it in vain. The enemy, being very roughly 
handled by water, imagined they might have 
better fortune aftiore ; but they were greatly mif- 
taken. The Neophytes attacked them with fo 
much refolution, that ' they muft have entirely 
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defeated them, had not night favoured their re- 
treat. For, though Abiaru had loft but three 
men, he thought better to give his foldiers, greatly 
fatigued, feme little refpite, than purfue the enemy 
in the dark, at the rilk of falling into fome ambuC- 
cade. 

The next day, the Mamelu^ appeared again in 
order of battle ; upon which the Neophytes like 
wife formed, and marched up to them ; and, 
as the enemy had loft a great number of men the 
preceeding day, Abiaru extended his troops to 
inclofe them. He then attacked them fo fuddenly, 
that they fell direftly into diforder-, and what 
followed, was rather a butchering, than a battle, 
A fudden hurricane having parted the two armies, 
■ the few Mamelus, who remained, took advantage 
of it to fly into a wood, whither, the ftorm haying 
foon abated, the Neophytes purfued them. This pro- 
duced a third engagement, which, though carried on 
in fmall parties, was attended with great bloodfhed. 
At laft, the enemy, after a pretty vigorous refift- 
ance, took advantage of their fituation to retreat* 
The greateft lofs fell on the Tupis, feveral of 
whom came in afterwards and furrendered to the 
chriftians, being no longer able, they faid, to put 
up with the pride and cruelty of the Mamelus. 
Abiaru's lofs, in the two laft engagements, a- 
mounted, as in the firft, to but three men killed 
and forty wounded. 

The Mamelus, afraid for the future to approach 
the Indians of the redudlions, attacked, in fmall 
parties, fuch other Indians, as they could meet with. 
But they had foon reafon to grow lick of this new 
attempt. The Neophytes of the reduftion of St. 
Therefa, after the deftruftion of that town, had 
fled for refuge towards the great river Tebiquari r, 
And fome wild Indians, even of thefe in alliance 

with 
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•with the Mamelus, happening to meet with * 
-party of them, joined them as ^friends, and were 
received as fuch. But, when the banditti leaft ex- 
pedted it, they fell upon them, cut them to pieces ; 
and then made the beft of their way to the reduc- 
tions on the Parana. Other wild Indians, who had 
been attacked by two other parties of thefe ban- 
ditti, having had the good fortune to get the bet- 
ter .of them, maffacrcd them all without mercy. 
From thefe little loiTes, which ferved greatly to 
keep the new chriftians upon their guard, they 
reaped as confiderable advantages, as from their 
viftories, which had^coft twelve hundred Mamelus 
their lives, and deftroyed a great part of their aux- 
iliary troops. Tne chief of thefe advantages was the 
reunion of almoft all thofe, who, for fear of being 
made flaves, had fled from the reductions, and 
the releafe of feveral, whom the Mamelus had, 
even lately, carried ofi^, and whom they could not 
now keep fo good a watch upon, on account of 
the perpetual apprehenfions they were under of 
being taken themfelves, 
r The redudtions, at this time, enjoyed a 

^ * tranquility fo much the more agreeable, as 
it feemed no longer in the power of the Mamelus 
to interrupt it 5 and the form of their government 
hadalmoll attained the perfeftion, in which wc 
BOW behold it. Thofe in the tv/o provinces of Pa- 
rana and Uruguay amounted to twenty-nine, in- 
eluding fuch as had been been lately repaired ; and 
each had two priefts, very much taken up in re- 
viving the fervour of the Neophytes, greatly abated 
by their late misfortunes, efpecially in the pro- 
vince of Uruguay ; and in taking proper mea* 
fures to fill up the vacancies among them. But, 
though the Mamelus durft not attack the reduc- 
tions, they prowled about the woods and defarts in 
order to carry olTall the Indians they could meet 
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with V and a great number of Indians, that it had 
. not as yet been poflible to rally, fell into their 
hands, and were very cruelly treated by them. 
Thefe banditti, having attempted the virtue of 
their female captives, murdered a widow, who 
had refufed to comply with their brutal paf- 
fion ; a body of the Neophytes, as' foon as the 
report of thefe diforders reached the rcdudti- 
ons, took the field ; purfued the mifcreants to 
the mountains of Tape •, killed the greateft part 
of them ; and delivered upwards of two thoufand 
captives, among whom there happened to be fever ' 
ral infidels, who gave thcmfelves up to their deli- 
verers ; and, in a fhort time, became excellent chrif- 
tians. This fuccefs at laft convinced the Mamelus^ 
that, it was dangerous for them to appear even ia 
the neighbourhood of the reduftions. 

But, while the Jefuits and the, new chriftians 
were triumphing over a foreign enemy, they were 
daily approaching the danger of being ruined by a 
domcftic one* This was the celebrated Don Rer- 
nardin de Cardenas, born in the city of la Plata^ 
of a very noble family, who had entered very 
young into the order of St. Francis, in which, be- 
fides leading a moft mortified life, he made fuch 
a figure, both as a preacher and a mifEonary, that, 
• though he had been firft ftripned of the guar- 
dianihip of the convent at la Plata, on ac- 
count of his indifcretions, and afterwards filenced, 
he was, through the recommendation of one of the 
principal magiftrates of the country, named by 
his catholic majefty to the bifliaprick of the Af- 
fumption. Don Bernardin had no fooher received 
the news of his promotion,' than he immediately, 
began to take all, if not more liberties in the dio- 
cefe of la Plata, than it entitled him to in his own. 
But it was not long before he gave the archbilhop 
juft reafon to write him a letter civilly requefting 

' him ^ 
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him to go and govern tjiat^ to which he had been- 
named, in conformity to the king's brevet, till he 
Ihould receive his bulls, and be confecrated -, ' it 
being cuftomary with the chapters of South Ame- 
rica, as foon as they receive the king's brevet, to 
chufe the perfon named in it to govern the diocefe. 
Don Bernardin, convinced that this requeft was 
but a ' civil order, with which his metropolitan 
couki foon find meaos to make him comply, im- 
mediately withdrew. But, as he did not chufe ta 
appear at the Affumption till he had been confe- 
crated, he repaired to Salta in the diocefe of Tu- 
cuman, where, on the ftrength of a letter, (the 
authenticity of which has never been proved, 
which, befides, was dated about eighteen months 
before his being named to the bifhoprick of the 
Affumption,) from a cardinal at Rome, mention- 
ing the expedition of his bulls, the jefuits fettled 
there gave him an opinion in writing, that he 
might be confecrated, without having them to pre- 
fent. The iefyits of the univerfity of Corduba, 
when wrote to for a confirmation of this opinion, 
flatly contradidled it. But Don Bernardin fupprefled 
this letter ; and, by producing the opinion of the 
jefuits at Salta, prevailed on Don Melchior Mal- 
donado, biChop of Tucuman, to confecrate him. 

Some time after Don Bernardin embarked on the 
Paraguay for the Affumption. On entering his 
diocefe, he difcovered two barks with deputies on 
board, fent to compliment him in the name 
of all the different orders ^ of that capital, and 
prefent him with all manner of refrefhments. Thefe 
barks were followed by feveral others full of peo- 
ple of all ranks, impatient to fee a bilhop, of whom 
they had heard fuch wonders. At nightfall, he 
begged they might withdraw, aad leave him to 
himfclf •, but the deputies anfwered, that they could 
not leave him, being charged to have a ftridl eye 

to 
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to the fecurity of his pcribn ; but that they would 
take the greateft care not to intcrnipt his reft* 
Towards midnight, they were greatly furprized to 
find themfelves awakeped by a long and fevere dif- 
Celine, which the prelate gave himfclf ; and, as 
the fame thing happened the following nights ; and 
he every day pontifically celebrated the divine 
jnyfteries, the banks of the river and the adjacent 
country continually rang with the bleflings given 
1dm by both Indians and Spaniards^ feveral of 
whom polled to the capita], to announce the arri- 
ral of a fecond St. Thomas. 

Don Bernardin landed four leagues from the city, 
and entered a farm houfc belonging to the jefuits, 
who were affembled there to receive him, and 
were greatly furprized at ' the reception he gave 
them, confidering, that he had exprefled the great- 
eft indignation at their brethren of Corduba. But 
the prelate had his reafons for behaving in this 
manner. Refolved, as he was, to take pofleffion 
of bis bifhoprick the minute he arrived at the AP- 
fumption, he was afraid of encreafing the oppo- 
fitionhe might meet-, and judged, that the jc- 
foits, though they did not approve his proceedings, 
would have difcretion enough not to blame them. 

Don Bernardin no fooner reached the Affump- 
lion, than, without waiting to be chofcrv by his 
chapter to exercife the epifcopal funftions, 'till 
his bulls fhould arrive, he began to aft the part of 
^ biQiop in every refpeft. This determined, the 
moft refpeftable part of it, both for number 
and authority, not only to oppofe his exercifing 
any jurifdiftion, but even to feparate from him, 
in order to celebrate the divine myfteries in fome 
other church. None of the regular clergy, ex- 
cept the jeluits, had a church fit for their recep- 
tion ; and the feculars were afraid to give them 
any, left they might incur the difpleafure of their 

new 
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tiew bifliop. The jefuits, therefore, lent them 
theirs ; but not till they had good reafon to think, 
that Don Bernardin would not be offended at it. 

This irregularity in Don Bernardin was foon 
followed by feveral others ; fuch as taking the pa- 
rilhes, that became vacant, into his own hamis, 
as well as the revenues of them, and faying mali 
two or three times a day, on pretence that he had 
not priefts enough to anfwer the neceiEties of his 
flock. But, his mortified life, his care to make 
his priefts punctually celebrate mafs, and his affi- 
duity tx) celebrate it himfelf pontifically, after 
affifbing on his knees at thofe (aid by his priefts^ 
joined to his daily exhortations, made fuch an im- 
preffion on the minds of the people, as to make 
mofl of them overlook, what otherwife they couid 
not fail to difcover amifs in his proceedings. 

The perfon, whofe efteem Don Bernardin wi£h- 
cd mod, in all appearance^ to acquire, was the 
governor, Don Gregorio dc Hiniftrofa, whotn, 
therefore, as well as his brother, father Hiniftrofa, 
a friar, he received, when they came to the cathe- 
dral, with unufual honours, which the governor 
often repaid with an ill-placed complaifance, that 
the bifhop never failed to make his advantage of. 
Accordingly, it was not long, before Don Bernar- 
din, taking it into his head that it was his <iuty to 
fee executed a fentence of demolition, pafled fbmc 
time before, by the royal audience of Charcas, on 
one of the convents of the city, for having been 
built without the king's leave, he brought the 
governor to aflift him ; though no complaint had 
been made of the inhabitants againft the owners, 
who, befides, there is great reafon to think had 
obtained a refpite of the fentence, till the pleafure 
of the Spanifh court could be known on the, occa- 
fion. 

SoMt 
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SoM^ time after this, DAi Bernardin received 
the pope's bulls, and the king's brevets ; and took 
care to read them himfelf to his flock ; omitting 
however, fome claufes in the firft, which deftroyed 
their validity, in confequence of the irregularities 
attending his confecration. He then made a dil- 
courfe fuitable to the occafion, and concluded it 
by laying, that nobody, he hoped,- would any 
longer doubt of his being invefted whh unlimited 
power, both fpiritual and temporal. 

The governor thought proper to dfflcmble, for 
the prefent, the offence which it was impoflible 
for thefe words not to give him. But he foon 
flicwcd, that he paid very little regard to them, by 
fending to prifon one Moralez, an officer of the 
inquifition, who had quarrelled with a civil officer; 
and even threatening, it is faid, to hang hhn. The 
bifhop, informed of every thing by his nephew, a 
friar of the order of St. Francis, on whom, though 
unworthy of them, by the fecular, or rather diflb- 
lute, life he led, he had heaped marry favours, on 
account of his having brought him his bulk and 
brevets ; and fpirited up by his reprefenting to him 
the right of Moralez not to be profccuted in any 
fecular tribunal, immediately proceeded to the 
prifon, with the holy facrament in his hands, to 
demand the difcharere of Moralez ; and, on the 
gaoler's refufing to coroply, ordered a table to be 
brought out, and placed the vefTel, carrying the 
holy facrament, upon it. 

The reftor of the college, who happened to 
come by, while the bifhop and his attendants were 
waiting to fee Moralez difcharged, having exhaufl- 
ed, to no purpofe, ail his rhetorick, at the impro- 
priety of expofing the facrament, and even the 
epifcopal dignity, in fuch a place, and on fuch an 
occafion ; and thinking that the releafe of Moralez 
would be the leaft of the two evils, repaired to the 

gover- 
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governor, and prevailed upon him to confent to 
it. Don Bernardin, not fatis'fied with this vi<9:ory, 
thought proper to fend t6 the governor for the 
money and papers feized at Moralez's houfe ; and 
the governor was weak enough to return them, in 
fpite of all the renrionftranoes of his brother againft 
it, who tho* an ecclefiaftick, and even a friar, had 
too much good fenfe and fpirit, not to openly cen- 
fure the indecency and illegality of the bilhop's 
proceedings. Don Bernardin then gave Moralez 
the tonfure and the minor orders, thinking there- 
by to keep him ftill further out of the governor's 
reach. This adventure proved ample matter of 
joke to nrmny, who could fee, with indifference, the 
fpiritual power fo abufed, and the civil fo defpifed. 
It was^ they faid*, to be wifhed, that the bifhop 
fend the governor fliould never agree, fmce their 
agreeing had produced the demolition of a church ; 
and their difagreeing, the enlargement of a pri- 
foner. 

Whatever the governor's motives might be, in 
thus tamjely fubmitting to the indignities offered 
iiim by the bifhop, he foon proved that it was not 
avarice. The bifhop, having exprefled a liking 
for fome plate of his, as fit for the church, 
the governor immediately fent it to him, and or- 
dered it to be prcfented to him in the church, that 
the people might fee that he retained no animofity 
againft him. In return, the bifhop, on receiving 
the prefent, fpoke greatly in favour of the gover- 
nor ; but he had, it feems, his views in fo doing : 
for the moment he had finiflied his harangue to 
the people, he called to the governor's mefTengers, 
and told them, that all he now wanted was the 
♦b»fon and ewers which he had feen at their matter's, 
©on Gregorio, on hearing it^ immediately fent 
them, with afTurancfes, that he had nothing to which 
Don Bernardin was not perfeftly welcome. 

This 
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This was promifing too much, to oqe of Doif ' 
Bernardin's charafter j accordingly, Don Gregorio 
had foon reafon to repent it. Thefe firft demands 
of the biftiop were immediately followed by fuch 
others, as the governor could not comply with, 
without betraying the rights of others, as he had 
before done his own •, and his refufal to comply, 
with fuch indecent ufagc, as the governor could 
not help returning, by reproaching the biftiop with 
his avarice, and the fcandals he permitted in his 
houfe. The biftiop, pierced to the quick by fuch 
unexpefted accufations, the more mortifying by 
being juft, afFeded to confider them as a calumny ; 
and a few days after excommunicated the gover- 
nor, who, thereupon, rather than give occafion to 
any fcandal, voluntarily abfented himfelf from a 
proceffion, in which he was to carry the royal 
ftandard. 

Great as the governor's moderation muft have 
been, to behave in this manner, it did not fatisfy 
father Cardenas, the bifliop's nephew, who, there- 
fore, infulted him openly in the ftreets. Though 
the governor made no return to thefe infults, for 
the prefent, but by defiring father Cardenas, not 
to tempt him any further ; he did not forget them ;. 
and he. accordingly came fome days after, with an 
armed force, to feize him in his uncle's palace. 
But not only father Cardenas flipt out of his hands, 
but the biftiop excommunicated him again, with 
all the foldiers who accompanied him ; and, at the 
fame time, impofed a fine of fifty crowns upon 
every one of them. 

But, when the bifliop's anger cooldd a little, he 
thought better of the matter, and fent word to 
the governor, that he was very well difpofed to 
abfolve him. Though Don Gregorio made no 
great account of the firft excommunication, the 
fecond gave him fome uneafinefs i (o that he ^as 

' very 
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very glad that the bifhop fliould thus, of himfclf^ 
offer to ablblve him. He, therefore, immediately 
repaired to the epifcopal palace, and threw himfelf'. 
on his knees, the moment he came into the biihop's 
prefence. The bifhop, furprized and difconcened, 
did the fame. The governor, th«n, called for the 
bifhop's hand, to kifs it. The bilhop, in h^lywro,; 
defired to kifs the governor's-, and ^oulcj iia,vc 
done it, if the reftor of the college, who happened 
to be prefent, had not interpofed. To fee the go- 
vernor, and the biihop, placed oppofite to each 
other, in this pofture, it would have been hard to 
guefs, which was the judge, and wi^ch the culprit. 
At length, the bifliop abfolved the governor and 
his foldiers from the ecclefiaftical cenfure, which 
they had incurred; but infifted on the latter*& 
paying the fine of fifty crowns, impofed upon 
them. 

By this time, the bifhop had taken fuch a liking 
to the fpiritusU arms of the church, which ought 
never to be ufed, but againft fpiritual tranfgreffors 
guilty Qf fcandal, and merely to deprive them of 
a participation in fpiritual matters; that he em^ 
ployed them, indifferently, againfl all tranfgref- 
fors, and in all matters ; fo as to bring them, at 
lafl, into almofl general contempt. He afFeded 
to confider every one, who gave him any pcrfonal 
affront, as an enemy to the church; and every 
one who fhewed him any perfonal refpeft, as her 
friend. The governor, on his fide, betrayed great 
weaknefs in the exercife of his temporal authority j 
fometimes carrying it farther than there was any 
bccafion for ; land, at other times, fhewing equal 
remiffneft in the exercife of it. But, though the 
bifhop was much more to blame than the governor, 
the great fhew g£ piety which he ftill made, ac- 
companied by a great flow of eloquence, inter- 
mixed with tears and fighs, and the affedation of 
Vol. L F f fome 


\. 


4i« THE HISTORY 

fomc extraordinary gifts, fo captivtttc;d the gene* 
rality of his diocefe, that he was permitted to go 
the moft unufual lengths •» excommunicating the 
governor again and again, and the other officers 
moft neceflary to the due adniiiniftration of civil 
juftice ; and taxing their abfolution at moft extra- 
ordinaiy fums, in matters not within his jurifdic- 
tioaj or, if they were, for ofiences fo flight in 
themfelves, or committed in confequence of fuch 
provocation, as by no means to defcrve any extra- 
ordinary animadverfion. At length, he repeatedly 
interdidted feveral convents, and even almoft all 
the churches and priefts of the capital, from a fpi- 
rit of refentment againft a few individuals. 

As the governor had but too juft reafon to con- 
clude, that father de Cardenas, befides his having 
infulted the royal authority, in, the peribn of the 
king's reprefentative^ and difturbed the public 
peace by his converfation and libels, was the 
chief promoter of all his uncle's violences, he, 
even without confulting his brother, took him one 
night, by force, out of the Francifcan convent, 
the guardian of which had refufed to give him up 
bv fair means, on pretence of his being of the 
bifliop's houfliold, as the bifliop had done before, 
on pretence of his belonging to the convent ; or- 
dered him to be left, bound hand and foot, on an 
eminence in the neighbourhood, on the banks of 
the river ; and, when he had remained there for 
two days, in that condition, without any nouriih- 
ment, or any bed to lie on, but the bare earth, 
and expofed to all the injuries of the weather, and 
ftings of every kind of infedt, ferit him to Corri- 
entes, on board an Indian bark, wrapped up in a 
woman's cap and cloak, and with a very fmall 
(quantity of bifcuit and fait meat to fubflft on, du- 
ring the voyage. On the other hand, the bijfhop, 
fulpe&ing father Hiniftrofa to be the chief pro- 
moter 
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tnoter of this violence of his brother* and the 
fpirit of refiftence he now began to fhew, banifhed 
him the diocefe* ' 

In the mean time, all was confuSon in the ca-^ 
pital. The governor and the biihop no longer 
kept any meafures with each other; and all the 
inhabitants fided with one or the other^ according 
as their views or interefts direded them» Don 
Cregprio aimed at nothing lels than making him- 
fclf mafter of the bifhop's perfon, who, on his 
fide, did ail that lay in his power to feize that of 
the governor, when he thought he had fufficiently 
inflamed his flock againft him ; and nothing was 
now to be heard, in every quarter of the city, but 
the confufed and alarming noife of bells, drums, 
and trumpets. 

The jefuits were amongfl: thofe, who alternately 
experienced Don Bemardin's good or ill will; 
and that, very often, in one and the fame day, 
both from the pulpit, and in private converfation. 
In his firft letters to the king, he reprefented them 
as the only ecclefiafticks duly qualified ftr the ar- 
duous tadc of civilizing, and converting the In* 
dians. But he, at length, {o entirely changed his 
note, that he inveighed againfl: them, as perfons 
guilty of high treafon, by depriving the crown of 
ft) many vaiTals ; and even rapine, by robbing the 
fubjefts of fo many fervants *, though he could not 
but know, that their flrrenuous defence of the In- 
dians, from the drudgery of perfonal fervice, was 
what had mofl: contributed to their fuccefs in 
reducing them. 

> Don Bemardin, at lafl:, tired with that 

'"43- confufion, of which he had been the ifole 
author, and not having difcrefion or refolution 
enough to put an ^nd to it, by abfolving the ob- 
jedbs of his anger and avarice from the heavy ex- 
communications and fines he h^ impoied upon 
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them, thought the bcft thing he could dOy was to 
leave them all to themfelves. He therefore em- 
V barked on the Paraguay, on Whitfun-eve, leaving 
"^ with his vicar a written order, for the interdidion 
of divine fervice, in all places wherfe the govcr* 
nor might happen to be. But the chapter, out of 
relpedt to fo great a Iblemnity, hindered the vicar 
from publiihing it, till the Monday following ; 
when the names of the governor and feveral others 
were found ftuck up on the excommunication table 
' without any caufe being afllgned for excommu- 
nicating them. Many perfons confidered fo irre- 
gular an aft, as null and void in itfelf ; fb tha; 
tome churches were kept conftantly open, and 
others conftantly fliut. The governor, in parti- 
cular, alledged, that, in virtue of his office, he 
could not be confidered as a perfon exteriorly ex- 
communicated, and that he otight to be abfblved. 
The jefuits, being obliged to {peak on thet>ccafion, 
gave it a» their opinion, that, as he had no war on 
his hands* he (hould, however, to avoid giving 
fcandal, confidcr himfelf as fuch, till abfolvcd by 
the bifliop himfelf. But the friars of two other 
convents deciding,, that the vicar-general ought to 
abfolve him, Don Gregorio went, for that purpofe, 
at the head of his garrijfbfi, to the vicar^s houie, 
and, on his refufing to do it, ordered the doors 
and windows to be nailed up ; and then fent him 
word, that, till he did, no one fhould be per- 
mitted to go m or out. I^ut the vicar-general 
holding out ,notwithftanding, the governor, tired 
with waiting, difmifled his troops, and retired. 

Ok his return home, he caufed depofitions to be 
taken, of all the diforders committed or occa- 
fioned by Don Bernardin, fince his arrival in his 
diocefe ; and fent them to the royal audience of 
^ Charcas. Don Bernardin, on the news of it, fent 
fome memorials to the fame tribunal, in which he 

charged 
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charged the goyerngr, vpon oath, with the moft 
0diou9 criines. Thbt however, proved a fortu^ 
oate ftep for both the governor and the inhabitant^ 

' in general, as it furniihed father TruxiUo, aFran^ 
cifcan, whom the bifliop had appointed h;s vice-* 
gerent and vicar-general, with full power to tak^o 
ofTthe interdi<5t and abiblve of all cenfures, a juft 

^ motive for.reftoring tranquility. For, finding, that 
both interdift and excommunications were fo ill 
grounded, he took them all off, in consideration 
of the affair being removed, both as civil and cri- 
minal, before the . fuperior tribunals ; and the 
parties excommunicated binding themfelves in 
body and jgoods, to fubmit to the fentence of fuch 
iuperior couns. This ftep of father Truxillo's wai 
productive of what fome deemed a ftill happier 
confequence : it produced in Don Bemardin fo 
vblent a hurry to get back to the AfTumption^ 
that, though he had taken into his head to vifit 
the redu<flions under the jefvits, which might have 
poffibly been ruined, even by his zeal to forward 
them ; and one of their paftors was come to con-^ 
dud him, with a party of Indians, and every 
thing requifite to make his vilit fafe and agreeable 
to him ; he juft gave himielf time to pals through 
one of them. 

But great as his hurry was, he thought proper 
^ ftop ihort at Yaguaron, a large Indian town 
eight le^ues from the Affumption ; and, to avoid 
being interrupted there, iflued a ftrong order, for- 
bidding all perfons, except the regular clergy, to 
come there without his leave, under pain of excom- 
munication, anda fine of fifty crowns. Having after- 
wards invited, inthemoft friendly manner, Don 
Diego Pontius de Leon, treafurer of his chapter v 
and Don Ferdinand Sanchez, another of his canons; 
to come and fee him •, inftead of giving them the re- 
ception they expcdcd, he abufed them as traitors to 
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their biihop and the church ; and then, without 
permitting them to utter a fingle fyllable, ordered 
them to be (hut up fejparately in different . rooms^ 
where thev continued, in fpite of all the fuperiors of 
the feverai convents of thcAfiumption could do, for 
the fpace of forty days, when they had the good 
fortune to make their efcape •, the treafurer, to Cor- 
rientes ; the canon, to the AflTumption, where 
he took refuge in the houfe of the governor, who 
gave him a very friendly reception. 

Now, at length, Don Gregorio, thefe two cede* 
fiaftlcks, and all others whowifhed well to the go- 
vernor, or ill to the biihop, began to deliberate on 
the propriety of withdrawing rrom the jurifdidion 
of a prelate, who, according to the opinion of the 
vice-provincials of the francifcans and dominicans; 
ftrongly fupported by the canons arguments, never 
had any ; and foon refolved upon doing it. * But^ 
unfortunateljr for the peace of the province, 
the bifliop happening to get intelligence of it, pub- 
iifhed an ordinance, declaring null and void all the 
abfolutions given by father Truxillo. Soon after, 
he publiOied a fentence of excommunication againft 
the treafurer and canon ; an inhibition to treat with 
or even fpeak to the governor ; and, at length, 
laid the whole city under an interdift, Chrifhnas 
day and that of the Circumcifion, in the church of 
the college, only excepted. At the fame timt, he 
thought proper to add to thefe diforders by ex- 
empting, of his own authority, fevcral Indians 
bound to peribnal fcrvice ; particularly all thofc 
belonging to the perfons he had excommunicated. 

The governor, deeply affefted at fo many difor- 
ders, and unable to remedy them, the fear people 
had conceived of the bifhop having almofl entirely 
annihilated his authority, at lafl refolved to be 
reconciled to him, and repaired for that purpofc to 
Ya^uaron, attended only by has ftcretary and a 

few 
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few ofEcers* On his arrival, he could not find a 
houfe willing to receive him, nor did any one offer 
to do him the leafi fervice ; all avoiding him as an 
excommunicated perfon. However, as he fincerely 
defired to be abfolved, he refolved to drink 
the cup to the very lees ; and Don Bemardin^ 
on his fide, took not the leaft pains to leflen the 
bitternefs of it. Not content with feeing Don 
Grcgorio at his feet, he gave him only a condl* 
tional abfolution, nor even that, untill he had 
bound himfelf by oath and in writing, to pay a fine 
laid on him of four thoufand arobes of the herb of 
Paraguay. He even thought proper that al? the 
inhabitants fhould be witnefles to their governor's 
humiliation ; and, before he abfolved him, repri- 
manded him with as little ceremony as he would 
have done a man of the loweft rank, convided of 
the moil enormous tranfgreilfions. 

The governor's example was followed by a great 
number of other excommunicated perfons, who 
repaired to Yaguaron in a body, thinking they 
might, therel^, make the greater impreflion on 
thebiihop; but they had no better fuccefs. After 
taxing them with the hardnefs of their hearts, and 
terri^ing many of them by the relation of fomc 
vifions, in which he pretended that not only all 
the powers he had afiumed, had been ratified and 
enlai^d, but the ufe he had made of them approv- 
ed *, and infixing that all nature was in his power 
to deftroy the enemies of the church, he abfolved 
them on their binding themfelves, by oath and ia 
writing, to pay fines, which not one of them 
was able to pay. Another excommunicated perfon, 
even one of thofe who had a hand in the car- 
rying off of father de Cardenas, fucceeded better 
by the following ftratagem. He repaired tp 
Yaguaron in the habit of a penitent with a fcourge 
in his hand ; and, asfoon as he came within fight 
-of the biihop, who then happened to be in the 
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^ hurch, Uid t}i€ ftrokes on his (boulders fo heavily, 
crying 0I31C all the while, '* mercy, mercy,'* that 
the biftiop took him up^ embraced him, loaded 
him vrkh praifes and farvotirs, atiddifmifled him 
i9ridiouc any condition. 

On the Maundy Thairiday following, the ecclc- 
fiaftical judges took it into their heads to open an 
office in the choirto receive I know not what church 
dues i and told all thofe who prefented themfelves 
to pay them, that, if they had communicated wit}i 
excommunica^d perfons, they had themfelves in* 
curred the fame cenfures, and could not be ab« 
iblved from them, till theylhould bind themfelves, 
by oath and in writing, to fubmit to the conditions 
diat might be impofed on them. Moft of them 
ligned rather than be deprived of the facraments at 
(o holy a (eafon. Two, who, without making any 
fubmiffion, had ftept id the croud, one to the tribu- 
nal of confeffion, and the other to the Lord's table, 
were, on difcovery, thruft out. The news of thefe 
abominable proceedings greatly exafperated the 
camp mafter geheral, Don Sebaftian de Leon, who^ 
having been excommunicated by the bifhop, chofe 
to continue {o^ rather than fubmit to be the victim 
of his avarice, or rather that of thofe about him, 
and the tool of his vengeance againft the governor. 
He, therefore, repaired to the cathedral 5 and, after 
reproaching the judges with their felling their maf- 
ter, like Judas, threatened, if they did not immedi- 
ately dcfift from their fimoniacal dealings, to drive 
them with his belt out of the houfeof God, which 
they thus profaned^ not by felling beads and birds 
for ^thc facrifice, but the lacrifice itfelf. 

This military reprimand fucceeded fo well, that 
all thofe, who had not as yet complied with the con- 
ditions required of them, were admitted to the fa- 
craments without it ; and thofe whohajd, but were 
unable to pay the tax impofed on them, had it re- 
duced 
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duced to one fifth by the licentiate, Don Francis 
Chaparro j who, afterwards, on the bifliop's dit- 
Covering what he had done, and fining him thirty 
thoufand pounds of the herb of Paraguay, affem- 
Wed all thofe from whom he had taken any obli- 
gations, tore the obligations to pieces ; declar- 
ing to the perfons who had given them, that 
ihey no longer owed any thing. 
- These dilbrders were followed by ftill greater ; 
the bilhop taking upon him to levy, by force, the 
fines impofcd by him, fo as to fill the whole pro- 
vince with terror and confufion, elpecially as the 
Indians given in command were treated as pri- 
vate property, and wrcfted from their encommen- 
deroes, not to be fct at liberty, but to pafs 
over to the fervice of the biftiop, his officers and 
confidants. In a word, he aflamed to himfelf the 
cxercife of all royal as well as epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion ; the governor, for a long time not intervening 
farther, thantorefcue outof his hands fome In- 
dians, yfhom their encommenderoes h^ forfeited, 
and a large quantity of the herb of Paraguay. 

This vigorous ftep of the governor proved the 
caufe of another rupture between him and the bi- 
lhop, who immediately fummoned the governor to 
the payment of^his fine of Paraguay,( though he had 
already paid it tof he perfon commiflioncd by the bi- 
ihop to receive it) becaufe it had never reached hia 
hands, having periflicd on the way, part of it by be- 
ing put on board a leaky boat, and the reft fome 
other way. Befidcs, Don Gregorioinfifted that he 
had no more to give. Upon this, notwithftanding, 
Don Bernardin declared the governor relapled into 
his former excommunication ; thundered out a new 
one againft him, for new excefles againft the 
church ; and forbid all manner of perfons to com- 
municate with him, render him any fervice, or 
obey him under the fame penalties, and that of be- 
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being' bahifhcd the province. Thefe frefh exceiles «■ 
. gainft the governor were followed by new interdidt* 
againft thefeveral religious orders,and frefh outrages 
againft the jefuits in panicular ; fo that in a fhort 
time it became dangerous to adminiftcr any Ipiritual 
ainftance to the fick, though the town was afflifted 
with a contagious difeafe, or even bury the dead 
in confecrated ground j the bilhop refufing to take 
oflfhiscenfures in fpite of all the reprefentations 
made to him by the mod refpe&able perfons. In 
the midfl: of this diftrefs, threelvundred Guaycurus 
appeared ia fight of the capital, to the great terror 
^ of the inhabitants, who faw the hands of their 
governor and his officers tied up by the rafh decree 
of the prelate, to whom, therefore^ new reprefen- 
tations were made by the chapter in a body ; the in- 
habitants not chixfing that the governor, however 
willing, Ihould leave them for that purpofe. But 
the biftiop would pay no regard to the chapter's 
iaterpofition. At length, however, he confented 
to take off the interdift,*and fufpend the governor's 
excommunication for fifteen days, on his giving 
frclh fecurity, at the interceflion of a Devota \ and 
in the noean time the Guaycurus difappeared ; but ^ 
the war broke, out again between the biihop and 
the governor with redoubled viol^ce and fury. 
. w Don Gregorio had juft received a letter 

^ ^' from the marquis de la Klancera, viceroy 
of Peru, with orders not to tolerate any longer the 
^ oppreflion under which the inhabitants of his pro- 
vince were groaning, nor the contempt of his own 
auhority ; to reeftablilh every thing on the footing 
prefcribed by the laws and ordinances ; andvoblige 
the bifhop to confine himfelf within the bounds 
of hisjurifdidion, which was merely ipiritual. The, 
governor, on the perufal of this letter, felt a re- 
turn of all his former courage, and refolved to ex- 
ert for the future all his rights ; but he did not 
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lufficiently know himfelf ; at the fame time that he 
had to deal with a man, to whom he had but coo 
well made himfelf known. 

The governor began by taking a general re- 
view of his troops -, and then, in obedience to the 
viceroy, ordered all the Portugueze eftablilhed at 
the Aflumption ttf fet out for Santafe ; gave no- 
tice to the Indians in the neighbourhood of the ca- 
pital, that he intended to vifit them ; ! and defxred 
they might hold themfelves in readinels to execute 
theordersof hismajefty with whichhe was entrufted* 
Don Bernardin, confidering'^himfelf as theobjeft of 
them, immediately fent to the AfTumption orders 
to declare that the jgovernbr Ihould be ftill confi- 
dered as an excommutiicated perlbn, the fifteen 
days, during which his excommunication had beeii 
fufpended, being elapfed ; and to forbid all the in- 
habitants of the 'country, whether Spaniards or 
Indians, to join him on pain of incurring thehea* 
vicft cenfures he could lay on them. 

Don Gregorio, on hi$ fide, gave out that he was. 
to execute a very important commiflion for the fe^- 
Vice of the king ; and applied in his majefty's name 
to have his cenfures taken off ; but all the anfwer 
he could obtain, was, that the bifhop alone could 
grant his requeft, upon which he immediately fet 
put for Yaguaron. On his arrival at Ita, he met 
the licentiate Don Pedro Navarro, who fcrved him 
with an order in writing not to proceed any further, 
on pain of a major excommunication, and a hedvy 
fine, for him and all thofe who (hould follow him. 
Don Gregorio refufed to liften to this ad, on 
pretence that it (hould be ferved by a notary, 
upon which the licentiate laid the town under an 
interdift. Don Gregorio, on his arrival at Ya- 
guaron, went ftrait to the church with mil his reti- 
nue -, and the fight of him ftruck fo much terror 
i«to Don Bernardin^ that he thought proper to ab- 

folvc 
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folvc him. He then embraced hkn ; celebrated 
high mafs ; preached atcording to cu^ix>m after 
the gofpel-, loaded Don Grcgorio with praifes; 
and invited him to dnmer, during which not a 
word was faid of their paft diflentions. Dinner 
being over^ the governor requefted the biftiop ta 
fafpend the interdift of the capital, at leaft till 
after the feaft of the Affumption, by which it was 
called: 5 and the bilhop very gracioufly .complied ; 
fo that this reconciliation had all the air of being a- 
very. perfect and fincere one. 

At the fame time, fether Lopez, the provincial 
of the Dominicans, obtained leave to rebuild the 
convent of his order at the Affumption, which the 
biihop had demolifhed ; and on his arrival at the 
Affuniption, where, by the bilhop's orders, he was 
received with great honours, immediately fct about 
it. This favour to the Dominicans was attended 
with marks of the ftrongeft diflike to the jefuits, 
whofe grammar and other fchools he foon after 
commanded to be fhut up. 

Some days after he iffued an ordinance depriving 
all the regular priefts of the power of preaching 
and abfolving ; but he foon reftored it to them all, 
except the jefuits. The reftor, upon this, imme- 
diately waited on the grand vicar, to beg of him to 
order all the priefts of his houfe to be examined ; 
and, if he judged them capable, to give them the 
fame powers he had done to others. The grand vicar 
anfwered that he would Write about it' to the biihop; 
and he did fo, accordingly. The biihop anfwered 
that he did not in the leaft doubt of the caf^city 
of the jefuits, but that it imported the fervice of 
God not to permit them to adminifter the facra- 
ments, or preach. He could not, however, be 
very eafy in regard to this inhibition, as he had ob- 
fervedno formality in iffuing it; and could not 

doubt 
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idoubc of the complaint, made againft him to the 
royal audience of Charcas, having made great im- 
preflion on the members of it. 

For theie and many other reafons, he thought 
it behoved him to make the governor approve 
of his deiigns againft the jefuits, or at lead engage 
him not to oppofe them. For this purpofe, he had 
fcveral conferences with him, in which he did all 
that lay in his power to perfuade him^ that the good 
intelligence, which reigned between them for fomc 
time after his arrival in his diocefe, would never 
have been interrupted, had it not been for a fet of 
men, who regulated all their aftions by the max- 
ims of a moft dangerous policy ; that they had, 
in ^particular, improved the carrying off of father 
Cardenas, to exafperate him ; adding, that he now 
plainly faw they had hurried him to great lengths ; 
and that he was dcfirous of making reparation for 
any excefs committed againft him ; that he was 
ftili the more difpoled 10 it, by what he had heard 
of his family from the provincial of the Domini- 
cans, who had told him, among other things, that 
he had a daughter in Chili, whofe fortune was 
neither anfwerable to her family nor her merit ; 
that he would be glad to contribute to eliablilh 
her in a fuicable manner ; and that he, therefore, 
forgave him the four thouland crowns he ft ill 
owed for the abfolution from the cenfures he had 
incurred; that he would render a favourable fen- 
tence in regard to the outrage he had offered his 
nephew, by expofmg properly the exceffes com- 
mitted by that religious againft his perfon. To 
theie he added feveral other promifes, and con- 
cluded by afl[uring him, that he would always have 
his intereft at heart, where it did not clafh with the 
rights of the church, for which he was refolved to 
facrifice every thing, even his life, as every good 
bifhop ought to do. 
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A FEW days after, Don Grcgorio received a vifit 
from the provincial of the Dominicans, who began 
by fpeaking to him in a manner to let him ice, what 
chit fly engaged Don Bemardin to wiih to be re- 
conciled with him. This father opened his dif« 
courfe by a long harai^ue on the intereft of a go- 
vernor to remain infeparably united with hi^ biihop* 
He told him, that both re^gion and prudence re- 
quired he (hould forget all that was pa(t^ that it was 
sdways troublefome, and often dangerous, to have 
lecourfe to the fuperior tribunals ; that it generally 
proved detrimental to a man's character and repu- 
tation ; that there occurred ieveral thli^s^ which a 
prudent man fliould not Icem to take nociee of; 
that, even in cafes where a bifhop (hould attempt 
to encroach on the fecular juriidi^on, it was 
more fecure and decent to make up matters in an 
amicable manner, than to proceed to open vio- 
lence ; and that by the letter he had received from 
the viceroy, this appeared likewife to be his ex- 
cellency's opinion ; in a word, that it would be 
worth his while to yield fbmething to live upon good 
terms with a bilhop like Don Bernardin de Car- 
denas» 

Don Gregorio has (ince affirmed, that father 
Lopez, after fpeaking to him in this manner, af- 
fured him that the prelate was determined to drive 
the jefuits out of the Aflumption, and out of all 
the miflions of the province of Parana, that hap- 
pened to be within his diocele ; and that he mad^ 
no doubt of feeing his conduA in regard to them 
approved by the pope and his catholic majefty ; 
that he advifed him not to intermeddle in this af- 
fair, as Don Bernardin was either the holioft bilhop 
of God's church, or the wickedcft man on the 
face of the earth ; and that, which ever hp was, he 
could only be a lofer by quarrelling with him -, tKat 
he, the governor, had anfwered, that he had taken 
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a reiblution to diflcmble every thing that did not 
a(Fe6b his honour or comfcicnce ; but that he would, 
at the rilk of his fortune, oppofe the expulfion of 
the jcfuits, or any other religious order from the 
province, with the government of which the king 
his mafter had entruf^d him, without exprefs or- 
ders in writing from his majejQy. 

Father Lopez no fooner received this anJwcr, 
than, feeing no longer any appearance of being 
able to reconcile the bifhop and the governor, he 
made what hafte he could to 6nifh the affairs chat 
brought him into Paraguay, in order to leave a 
province, which muft, he forefaw, become the 
fcene of the mod horrid confuiion ; and he ac- 
cordingly fet out foon after. The prelate, how- 
ever, had not, as yet, loft all hopes of being able 
to ftagger the governor^ refolution ; and, there- 
fore, did all that lay in his power to perfuadc^him, 
that he was the fincereft of his friends. Don 
Gregorio faw very well that thefe offers. of the bir 
(hop were very far fronri being difinterefted, and 
received a further proof of it from father Lope 
Hinoftrofa his fon, of the order of St. Auguftin, 
lately returned from Yaguaron, where, on his ar* 
rival from Chili, he went to pay his refpedls to the 
biffiop. 

Father Lope informed his father, that he had 
been received by the biftiop with the greatcft ho- 
nour ^^ and faluted by the found of hautboys ; that 
the prelate had loaded him with praifcs, and marks 
of the moft cordial friendihip -, that he had named 
him examiner of the candidates for holy orders, 
with a promife to receive whoever Ihould bring,^ 
him a note under his hand -, that he had often, 
and with grtat opennefs, entertained him with 
complaints agamft the jcfuits ; that, among other 
things, he accufed them of abufing both the 
pope and the king j that^ in quality of paftor of 

the 
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the dioccfc, and counfellor to his 'majefty, he coo- 
fidcrcd himfelf as bound in duty to perfecute them 
without mercy, though he were to lofe his life by 
it ; that he had requefted him to prevail on 
his father to abfent himfelf for fome time, under 
fome pretext or another, if he did not think pro- 
per to ad in concert with him ; in fine, that he had 
promifed him a thouiand livres to buy books, in 
cafe he fucceeded in this negociation. 

To this difcourfe of hisfon, and thole of every other 
perfon, who fpoke to him in the fame ftrain, the 
governor made no other anfwer,than by vague pro- 
teftations of his devotion to the perfon of Don 
Bernardin. He then caufcd the jefuits to be in- 
formed of the florm that was gathering againit 
them ; , but without letting them know what ailifl-^ 
ance they might expedi from him. He even gave 
them reafon to think that he waited to take his 
refolution, till the circumftances ihould oblige 
him to declare himfelf. In fa£t, he played his 
part fo well,, that the bilhop was fo far deceived 
as to think he might proceed without meeting any 
oppofition from him. However, he refolved to 
advance inch by inch -, convinced that, by always 
gaining a little ground, he fhould, at laft, carry 
his point, provided he made no halt. The follow^- 
ing was the firft ftep he took. 

The bifliop propofed the jefuits to yield him a 
farm of theirs, for what it had coft them ; and then, 
without waiting for their anfwer, fent them word, 
that they were rich enough to make him a prefenc * 
of it; adding, that, as he thought there was no rely- 
ing upon their generofity, he gave them notice, that 
this eftate belonged to the Indians of Yaguaron, 
and ordered them to evacuate it in eight days ; if 
they did not chufe, that he fliould caufe it to be 
feized ; and abandon to thofe charged with the 
execution of his orders, all the moveables they 

could 
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could find on it, as a reward for thw tmuble. 
This letter was prefented to the reftor of the coU 
lege by one of the bifhop's officers, who, without 
giving him time to read it, told him it contained 
a definitive fentence ; that, as they could make no 
appeal from it but to the Pope, of whom the bilhop 
was delegate, it would be to no purpofe to make 
any ; and that, befides, Don Bernardin would not 
give them time to do it. 

Don Bernardin, at the fame time, caufed no- 
tice to be given to all thofe who were preparing to 
receive holy orders, to repair to Yagiiaron ; and, 
as they prefented themfelves before him, made 
them take an oath to be faithful to him, even to 
the efFufion of their blood, if it fliould be found 
requifite. Several perfons were invited to this 
ordination, which was celebrated with great pomp 
and folemnity. The prelate, befides, had taken 
care, by the choice of thofe he admitted to holy 
orders, to intereft in his favour the principal fa* 
mili^ of the capital, whom he imagined he might 
thereby attach to hinifelf in fuch a manner, as 
to make rhem fide with? him, the jefuits ; efpe- 
cially as he had already weakened their intereft with 
all ranks, by (hutting up their fchools, and forbid 
ing them the exercife of their ordinary funftions. 

He, likewife, built gready on the air and ftrain 
of an infpired man, which had fucceeded fo well 
with him in the beginning, and ftill made feme 
imprefllon on the people. One day, as he was 
preaching at Yaguaron, and enveighing againft the 
jefuits, with all his ufual vehemence ; happening 
to fpy amongft the arudience father P«ter Romero ; 
he turned towards the tabernacle ; and, addr^ffing 
himfelf to the miflionary who ftood at the end of 
the church, " You muft excufe me, father, faid 
he, for fpeaking in this manner ; it is the Lord, 
who refides here, and whom I am juft going to re- 
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ceive, that has put thde dungs into my mouth 
I had not even the.leaft thought ot them when I 
got into the pulpit ; but could not refift the Holy 
Ghoft, which feized me." He fpoke in pretty 
much the fame terms, on the day of the ordina- 
tion, to two other jefuits ient by father Sobrino to 
rcprefent to him, that neither himfelf nor any of his 
. religious, could reproach themiclves msh having 
ever done any thing to deferve his indignation. After 
fpeaking to them in the harfhefl terms ; laying his 
hand upon his bread, and ruling his eyes towards 
heaven, he added, that motives fuperior to every 
human confideration were the fole rule of his be- 
haviour to them. He difflnifled them with thefe 
words; and then coolly .refumed the converlation, 
which their vifit had interrupted. 

. Some moments after he fuddenly changed the 
difcourfe ; and, as if overwhelmed with the deepelt 
ibrrow, he laid, fighing, that, in quality of biihop, 
it was his bufinels to defend the rights of thechurch, 
and profccute, without mercy, whoever darcd to 
make the leaft attempt on her rights and patri- 
mony ; that, having the honour to be counfellor to 
his majefty, he was bound in duty to clear the 
province of thofe, who made themfelves mafters of 
the king's domain^ to fend the riches arifing from 
it, into foreign countries, and even into the ftates 
of powers at war with his majefty ; that, as pailor 
of the diocefe, it washis.indifpenfable diity to his 
flock to guard them from the fnares, which the 
ipf ernal fpirit laid for them, by means of fclf in- 
terefted miriifters, who, under a veil of piety, and 
of zeal for the falvation of foiris, ftript them of 
tJieir temporal fubftance* 

After this preamble, which kept the minds of 
all the company in fufpenfe, he faid, that, as a man, 
f^jt^eft like all other men to be deceived, he had 
for a Jong time fuffcred himfelf to be feduced by 

the 
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the fklfe relations difperfed by them ; but that, as 
he was now better informed, and even enlightened 
from above, he (hould be ablblutely inexcufaWe 
before God and man, if he did not lay open in what 
manrterthey had made themfelves mafters of fo 
many Indians, to the prejudice of the royal patri- 
mony, and the patronage of the church ; that thefe 
falfeapoftles taught their Neophytes abominable 
doftrines ; that, having charitably advertifed them 
of it, they had difregarded his remonftrances ; t;iat 
they fpread among the people pernicious opinions j - 
that they cried down the cenfures of the church, 
and reduced to nothing the authority of the holy 
fee ; thatthey perfecuted the biftiops, and rendered 
their lives unhappy ; that he had informed his ma- 
jefty of. their daily introducing new paftors into 
their redudions, without the approbation of their 
eccleliaftical fuperiors, and without applying for 
the vifa to the -bifhops -, that they difluaded the 
Indians from paying any tribute to the king, or 
tithes to the bifhops ; that they had very rich mines 
of gold, whofe produce they fcnt wherever they 
pleafed •, that they aimed at nothing lefs than 
ufurping all power both fpiritual and temporal 5 
that he had fliut up their fchools^ becaufe they 
taught their fchokrs nothings with a view of en- 
groffinff to themtelves all the pariflies, when there 
Ihould DC no fecular priefts left to officiate in them j 
and that, for the fame reafon, they refufed to ap- 
prove the candidateis for holy orders when appointed 
to examine them ; that he himfelf had entrufte^ 
them for a time with fome pariflies, but that he 
had done it merely on their repeated application ; 
and for want of knowing them* better ; that he had 
forbid them to adminifter thefacramens, as he had 
heard they were not over fcrupulous in regard 
to the fecret of confefllon, and. made a handle of it 
to know the moil: private tranfaftions of families, 
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in order to improve them to their own advamage * 
that father de Montoya had furreptitioufly obtained 
a royal cedule, by virtue of which his brethren had 
robbed the Spaniards of whole nations, which be- 
longed to them by rig^t of conqueft ; that they 
brought nothing with them into Paraguay, but the 
clothes on their backs ; yet had acqmred the fovc- 
reignty oifoneof its largell diftrids*, that he was 
firmly refolved to drive them out of his diocefe, 
as the Venetians had done, and the inhabitants of 
St. Paul of Piratiningue ; that the bifhop of Tu- 
cuman and feveral others had received the fame 
power, but were afraid to exert it ; but that, 
for his part, he wanted neither power nor courage 
to give them the example; ^^and I reckon, faid 
he, making an end of his haraiigue, that you will 
foon acknowledge yourfelves obliged to me for 
being ferved by Indians, and for feeing your chil- 
dren provided with good parilhes. ; the king put 
in pofTelTion of his rights^ and the church redla- 
blijfhed in the enjoyment of her rights and patrit- 
mony." This fine harangue contained almoft as 
many abfurdities and falfhoods as words. The 
reduftions were not as yet erefted into pariihes, 
in which cafe alone there could be any ncceffity for 
applying to the bifhops for their vifa. The royal 
tribute was not regulated till the year 1 649. The 
cufiom of paying tithes to the ecclefiaftical fupc- 
riors was not as yet any where eftabliihed. It waa 
notorious,* that the jefuits did all that lay in their 
power to be excufcd from the charge of pariihes* 
The immunity from all perfonal fervicc granted to 
their Indians was not furreptitioufly obtained, and 
has fince been feveral times confirmed. Be^des, 
it was not father Montoya who fblicited it. The 
Venetians had not expelled the Jefuits •, th^fc fathers 
had reircd of their own accord. And furely, it ill be- 
came 
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Mfne a bifliop to imkate the example of the 
Portuguese of St. Paul of Hratiniftguc. 

As to the laft article of Don Bcrnardin's accu- 
iation, though he often repeated it, it made little 
impreffion on the publick, as no body could guefs 
what he meant by it. Moreover, no one ever ima- 
gined that the jefuits revealed the fecret of confeffion. 
And the pretended gold mines had not asyet obtain- 
ed any credit. But the prelate knew, that the hopes of 
having in command all the Indians of the Parana, 
was enough to induce feveral perfons to favour his 
enterprize ; and he added all the reft merdy to 
perfuade his audience that thofe who oppofed his 
defigns were no better than traitors to botn diurch 
and ftate. Thefe things he continually repeated both 
in publick from the pulpit, and in private difcourfe 
with fuch, as he thought it moft imported him to 
make fure of. He even fhewed them the informa- 
tions of his vifitors, and the writings of Ibme je- 
foits, whofe hands had been counterrcited ; accom- 
panying thefe marks of confidence with carefles 
and offers of fervice ; fpiriting up the fearful by 
telling them that he a6led merely by the king's 
orders ; and he,- at laft, wrought upon fo many per-* 
fons, that people were every where in the utmoft 
impatience to fee the execution of a projcft, from 
which they flattered thcmfelves with the thoughts 
of deriving fuch confiderable advantages. Sut, 
juft as he began to look upon himfelf as fure of 
fuccefs, he received news fufficient to convince him, 
that he would meet with difficulties, which he had 
never before dreamed of. 

He had deferred, it fcems, fejzing on the farm of 
St. Ifidore, thinking, perhaps, that the jefuits, in* 
timidated by his menaces, would yield it up to 
him of thcmfelves, in hopes of recovering his good 
graces, or hindering him to proceed any further 
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lengths againft them. He was, therefore, greatly 
furprized on hearing, that the governor, at father 
Sobrino's requeil, had fent there an alcalde of the 
holy Hern>andad, with ten armed men, to defend it. 
Upon this, he fent there an ecclefiaftick with two 
clerks and an Indian, The bufinefs of the ec- 
clefiaftick and the two clerks was to ferve an 
excommunication, in writing, upon the alcalde and 
his men, if they did not immediately retire j and 
that of the Indian, to claim the farm ; which he 
accordingly did. The alcalde told the Indian^ 
that, if his cacique or his corrcgidor had any claim* 
to the farm, theyJhould profecute them in a legal 
way ; and that, if he or any one elfe dared to com- 
mit the leaft diforder, they Ihould immediately 
pay for it. Afterwards, turning to the ecclefiaftick, 
who was preparing to read his fentencc of-eicom- 
munication^ he told him, that it was to the gover-- 
nor, by whofe orders he aded, he fhould carry the 
bifhop's ordinance ; and obliged him to withdraw. 
This refiftance put the biftiop quite bcfide 
himfelf ; but father Neito, an apoftatc monk, whq 
had fo far infinuated himfelf into the bifhop's gooci 
graces, as to obtain a good benefice, and Jfeveral 
^ other favours, and even' the honour of beiiEig 
his confeflbr and principal counfcUor, fpon brought; 
him to himfelf again. He told him, that, in timq 
of war, writings fignified nothing •, that the go^ 
vernor would be in no fuch hafte to put his thregts 
in execution -, that, if he dared to refift his biftiop 
in perfon, two good cuffs, which he took upon 
himfelf to give him as to an enemy of the churchy 
would bring him to reafon again -, that the peo- 
ple were very well difpofed ; the jcfuitsi hated } 
Bis moft illuftrious lordfhip adored •, and thac it was 
his opinion, that his lordfhip fhould nox lofe a fin-, 
gle moment to avail himfelf of fuph a favourable 
conjundlure i but, invoking St. Jago,, fet out dire<5lly 
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to drive the jefuits out of their college *, that it 
would be improper to flay at the farm, which thefe 
fathers could not carry away with them ; that 
they were fchifmaticks, and even hereticks, of 
whom he could not make too great hafte to purge 
the province 5 but that the Ihorteft and fyreft 
courfe would be to ftrikc at the body of the tree, 
without lofing time to Iqp off the branches. 

This difcourfe, fo fuitable to an apellate, but 
fo unworthy of the confeflbr of a biihop, revived 
the drooping fpirits of the prelate, who appointed 
St. Francis's day for the execution of his projed, 
and caufed it to be publiflied, (though probably 
in general terms, yet accompanied) by the found of 
bells at Yaguaron, as if the holy land was to be j 
refcued out of the hands of the MulTulmen. He 
then font to the Affumption to prepare, privately, 
fome floats to put the jefuits on, with a provifion 
of bifcvit and fait meat i ordered the convents ©f 
St. Dominick, St Francis, and the Mcrci, to fend 
friars to govern the redudions of the .Parana, till 
he could find fecular priefts enough to place there 
as curates. He then drew up a complaint, in the 
name pf the people, againft the jefuits, importing, 
that they oppofed the giving of their Indians in 
command to the Spaniards, who, he faid, had re- 
duce4 them Sy force of arms ; which was a falfe- " 
hood ; concluding with a requcft, that thefe reli- 
gipus ihould be expelled the province. 

Though the jefuits little imagined, that the dan- 
ger was fo inftant, they thought it high time to 
take fome'meafures in order to prevent a furprize j 
^ndhadrecourfc, forthispurpofe,.tothe royal au- ^ 
(Jiencd of Charcas. This was going a great way 
' tp fcek a remedy for an evil fo near at hand. But 
could it be imagined, that a bifhop ihould form 
fuch a projedl, and be able to carry it into execu^ 
tion, in fpite of the governor ? In the mean time, 
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Don Bernardin having received notice, that ibme 
Indians of th^ reduftions on the Parana had juft 
paft through Yaguaron, in their way to the Ita- 
tines, he immediately fcnt after them ; and his 
. xnefTengers took from them all the letters they had 
to deliver father Sobrino in their paflage through 
the AfTumption, and ibme mufkets which fome of- 
ficers had given them to defend themfelves, in 
cafe they ihould meet with an enemy; as likewiie 
fome inftruments of mufick. The Neophytes of the 
\ reduftions fcldom go any where without - tkem, ei- 
ther to amufc themfelves on the road, or to enter- 
tain the miflionaries they are conducting to their 
towns : or, in fine, to accompany their fongs and 
canticles. 

Fathsr. Sobrino, who foon heard of this vio- 
lence, but did not know it had been committed 
by the orders of the bifliop, wrote to him to beg 
he might caufe to be reftored to thefe Indians, the 
things they had been plundered of. But all 
the anfwer the prelate made his letter was to 
fend him copies of the intercepted letters ; and 
reproach him bitrerly with the jefuits permit- 
> ing their Indians to carry fire arms. Don Ber- 
nardin had fo much the more reafon for not com- 
plying with father Sobrino's requeft, as he had not 
himfclf fire arms enough for all thofe whom he 
intended to employ in his expedition ; and thought 
the inftnimcnts of mufick might be very ufcful to 
animate his troops, in cafe they fhould be obliged to 
come to blows. At length, when all his military 
preparations were finiftied, the Indians of the 
neighbourhood ready to march, and the petitions 
of the Affumptionifts prefented and received ift 
due form, the biflibp drew up the plan of an ordi- 
nance, or rather the preamble of one, as he did not 
think proper to difcover the whole of his defign, 
till it was executed^ and fent this his pro- 
duction 
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dudion to the capital, to be publifhed there, whenf 
he Ihould have put the laft hand to it; Here it is, 
fUch as it then was, and has ever fince remained : 
- ** Don Bernardin de Cardenas, by the grace of 
God and the holy apoftolic fee, biftiop of Paraguay, 
counfellor to the king in all his councils, &c. Hav- 
ing examined the complaints and petitions of the 
inhabitants of the noble city of the Affumption, of 
the chapter of our cathedral church, and of the cler-f 
gy, and religious orders, in regard to the oppreffion 
they have fufFered, and ftill fuffer, from the fathers 
of the company of Jefus, who govern the reduc- 
tions of the Parana, the Uruguay, and the Itatines \ 
fafts which are knoyrn to every one, and to our- 
felvcs in particular moft evident ; knowing, like- 
wife, that thefc fathers have ufurped the king's 
rights ; that they have made themfdves matters of 
the vaflals and territories of his majefty, as if they 
were themfelves the fovereigns of them, without ac- 
knowledging any dependance upon his faid ma^^ 
jefty, or the ordinary ; that they eftablifli curates, 
without prefentation or canonical inftitution.** The 
reft blank. 

The prelate fet out from Yaguaron the 3d of 
Oftobpr, and reckoned to arrive the fame day at 
the Affumption ; but a heavy rain overtook him 
halfway, and obliged him to fpend the night thercj 
The very fame day, thejefuits affifted at firft vef- 
pers in the church of the Francifcans ; and num- 
bers ofpcrfons, who had received intelligence of the 
Itorm that hung over them, could not help admi- 
ring their tranquility. As foon as divine fervicc 
was finifhed, the lieutenant general, Don Francis 
Florez, meeting father Nieto, who was come to 
town betimes, to prepare for the next day's bufi- 
nefs, in which he was to be a principal aftor, in- 
vited him to fopper. Father Nieto readily com- 
plied I and thinking it his duty to make fome re- 
turn 
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turn for the civilities he had received, acquainted 
Don Francis with what was to be tranfafted the 
next day •, adding, that the firft thing the biflibp 
intended to do on his arrival, was to go to the go- 
vernor's, to know if he would join him ^ and, if he 
did not chufe it^ to prevail on him to abfent him- 
fclf. He then exhorted Florez to fecond fo glo- 
rious an undertaking, which could not poflibly 
-^ niifcarry, as the bifhop had four hundred Indians 
with him, all very well armed ; omitting no- 
thing to perfuade him, that, independent of the 
jublick, his Own private intereft fhould oblige hi 31 
to corpply, 

Florez had command enough over himfelf not 
to let father Nieto fee what he thought of this 
ihatter. But, as foon as he was gone, took a turn 
into the town, and ordered his fervants to obferve, 
if there appeared any extraordinary commotion 
among the people. He then went to the governor, 
and communicated to him the intelligence he had 
received. Don Gregorio» thunderftruck at the 
news, inftantly forefaw what he Ihoyld be expofed 
to, in cafe the bifhop fucceeded, or any diforder 
fiiould happen in cordequence of his attempt. He^ 
therefore, immediately repaired- to the college, to 
Ipt the jefuits know* what was doing ; and was fur* 
prized to find them fo eafy about what might hap- 
pen. He then reprefented to them, that it was not 
• ciily hwful for them, J^ut even their duty, to op- 
pofe the violence with which they were threatened ; 
and then withdrew, without giving them time to 
anfwer him, m order to fend arms to their houfe, 
and engage fcveral of the principal inhabitants, 
upon whom he knew he could depend, to ipend 
the reft of the night there. 

• The day following, the governor, accompanied 

^ tfy a great number of perfons of every rank and con- 

' duion, fallied out early to meet die biihop, whom 
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fce found furrounded by a great number of people 5, 
and complimented him onjhis happy return- xDoa 
Bo'nardin, having caft his eyes over the great multi- 
tude which had followed the governor, alked him^ 
why he did not fee the jefuits among them. Thj5 
governor then whifpered him, that he ought not to 
be furprized at it, as thefe fathers had been in- 
formed, the night before, that he had no other bu- 
iinels to the Aflumption, but to drive them out of 
their college. *^ I even know, added he, that they 
are in a condition not to fear any thing j and this 
13 not a proper place, my lord, to tell you what I 
think of your defign ; lihall have the honour, of 
fpeaking to you more about it, when we meet in 
private together. 

At this the prelate appeared thunderftruck for 
&me moments. And then, turning towards fa- 
ther Nieto, who was likewifc come out to meet 
him, ^' father, faid he, fome devil has dij covered 
dvery thing, and we are betrayed.'* Upon this, 
f9me of his confidants advifed him to march di- 
r^ftly to the college, under pretence of making up 
matters with the jefuits 5 and to tell them, that, in 
order to leave them no caufe of jeajoufy, •he intend- 
ed to take up his rcfidence amongft them. But not 
relilhing this advice ; he went to alight at the con- 
vent of his own order. The governor, on his fide, 
thinking the beft thing he could do to put the bi- 
ihop ofFhis guard, was not to appear very averfe tQ 
his defigns, told him, that the fhorteft, eafieft, 
and furcft courfe he could take with the jefuits, was 
to begipby ftrippmg them of their redullions ; that 
it was his opinion he Ihould repair^there himfelf in 
peffon ; that he (hould have a good cfcort, in 
order to enforce obedience to his orders ; that he 
might then return to the Affumption, where noH 
thing gould hinder him from completing his bu- 
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finefi ; whereas, if he attempted to fet out bf 
driving thefe religious out of their college, thty 
would infallibly call their Neophytes to their af- 
fiftance, as they were in a condition to hold out till 
their arrival. Don Bernardin rclilhed this advice 
ibwell, that he comnninicated it to his council^^ 
who likewife unanimouQy approved it. 

Though he now no longer doubted of the go- 
vernor's being in his intereft, he fcM'bid his con- 
fidants to fpeak of any thing that had pafled 
between them ; and no longer thought of any things 
but how he might lull the jefuits into a fatd fecu- 
rity. For this purpofe, he told one of thofe who 
vifited him^ that he would be glad to fee father So* 
brino ; and father Sobrino having immediately 
waited upon him, he received him in the moll af- 
fable manner ; and faid fo many obliging things to 
bim, that all prefent concluded he was quite re- 
conciled with him and his brethren. The reftor 
himfelfwas thcfirft to be deceived bv thefe ap- 
pearances, or at leaft feigned to be lo ; and,* on 
his return to the college, fent all manner of refrefh- 
ments to the prelate, who in diftributing them 
among his houfliold, told them that they might 
cxpeft CO fee themfelves loon at the fountain 
head, where they would have every thing by only 
wifhing for it. He then ordered all the neceflary 
preparations to be made for his expcditioa ^ and 
compofed, himfelf, a memorial to juftify it. 

In this piece he repeated every thing he had al- 
ready fo often faid of his motives for undertaking it; 
of the orders he had^rcceived from his majefty for 
that purpofe •, of the petitions prefented to him by 
the fecular and regular clergy, the inhabitants of 
the Affumption, and a great number of Indians, 
The reft was mere declamation, ftuffed with ill di- 
geftcd invcftircs, all rcfembling thofe; of which his 
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lermons and private difcourfe, and even all his 
letters, were, generally compofed. We fhall, here- 
after, give fome of thefe letters, in which he has 
painted himfelf fo much to the life, that no one^ 
who has read them, can be furprized at the 
many miftakes and diibrders committed by him. 

But it is fit I fhould obferve, before I proceed 
any further, that all thefe pretended orders of the 
king and the foverign PontilT, upon which he laid 
fo much ftrcfs, and which we (hall hereafter fee him 
atteft upon all that is moft facred, if they were not 
the produdions of a warm imagination, which re« 
alized every thing that came into his head, they 
were, at leaft, no better than the confequences^ 
which to him appeared evident, of certain general 
exprefllons ufually employed in the diipatches ad- 
drefled to the bilhop by the courts of Madrid and 
Rome* It is, befides, improbable to the lafl de- 
gree^ that the three regular communities of the 
Afiumption fhould have fubferibed in a body the 
petitions mentioned by the bifliop. Some private 
member?, indeed, furprized or intimidated by him» 
might have done fo, without well knowing the 
tendency of what 'they figned ; and it has been 
proved, as we fhaU fee hereafter, that Don Bcr- 
nardin, or at leafl: the miniders of his paffions, have 
often ufed fubfcriptions of that kind ; and even em- 
ployed the grcatcft violence to obtain even them. 

While the bifhop was entirely taken up with 
the thoughts df conquering the redudbions of the 
Parana, captain Pedro Diaz del Vail arrived 
Grom la Plata ; and ferved him with a new decree 
of the royal audience of Charcas, enjoining him to 
take ofFthe interdict and all the excommunications 
he had been fo lavi(h of, without requiringany thing 
for fo doing. He likewife delivered. him a private 
letter from the fame tribunal, praying and enjoin- 
ing 
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ttighim t6 return to the Afflimption^ to govern hftf 
church with the great virtues and talents which h^ 
was known to poffefs *, to fupport, in his difcourfe, 
in his writings^ in all his proceedings, the dignity 
of his charafter, which they heard, wtih great Con- 
cern, he had forgot on feveral occafions ; and to 
Jive on better terms with the governor than he 
had hitherto done. This letter was accompanied 
with one from the fame tribunal to the governor, 
recommending to him not to let the bifhop any lon- 
ger forget^ that he reprefented his majefty in his 
province, and was invefted with his authority. 

Don Gregorio, to avoid the danger of a neir 
tupture with Don Bernardin, made no mention of* 
this letter ; and even oppofed the publication of 
the decree, till he was forced to it by the reprefcn^ 
tations of thofe, who had not as yet obtained the 
abfolution of their, cenfures, or, to obtain it, had 
been obliged to give fecurity for the payment of the 
fines impofed upon them. The bifhop, as the go- 
vernor appehended, attributed to him the morti- 
fication he fufFered on this occafion. He de- 
clared, however, that he would obey the decree* 
as far as it was confiftent with the rights of the ca- 
tholic church and her bifhops ; yet gave private 
orders to his vifitor to burn all the herb of Para- 
guay belonging to him, that they could lay their 
hands on. This letter was afterwards produced 
before the royal audience of Charcas. 

He then addreffed himfelf to the camp- matter 
general ; offered to abfolve him from the cenfures 
he faid he had incurred, and forgive the fine 
annexed to them, if he would but deliver him. an 
ancient fchedule of Charles V. which it was re- 
ported he had taken out of the archives of the 
Affumption, and by virtue of which that capital^ 
in cafe of the governor's death, or his abfentmg 

him- 
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himfclf, might name one to fucceed him. He told 
him, that this fchedule was never more neceflary 
than at prefent, when it fo much imported the glory 
of God, the fervice of hismajefty„ and the intereftof 
the inhabitants, to put an end to the tyranny of 
the jefuits -, that, to accomplifh fo good a work, 
he wanted nothing but the affiftance of a man like 
himfelf ; that, notwithftanding, he required no- 
thing more of him than to put himfelf at the head 
of the people to drive them out; in doing which, be- 
fides, he faid, he was more concerned than another 
perfon. 

Don Sebaftian anfwered by befceching Don Ber- 
nardin to refleft upon the propofal he had made ; 
and forgot nothing to convince him of the injufticc 
of his defigns -, his want of^power to carry them into 
execution ; and the prejudice he did himfelf by his 
inveteracy to perfecute religious, who had never 
given him any reafon for it. To all this the bilhop, 
at firft, made no other reply, than by declaring to 
Don Sebaftian, that as yet he was not abfblved 
from the cenfures he had incurred ; and by threat- 
ening him with the greater excommunication, if 
he did not deliver up to him the fchedule in quef-' 
tion. Then, foftening a little, he undertook to 
prove, that his defigns were juft and lawful before 
God ; that to bring them to bear he did not ftand 
in need either of his advice or his afliftance •, that, 
though the whole world were to oppofe him, he 
would find means to accompliih whatever it was 
bis duty to undertake -, that, by lopping off rot- 
ten members from his church, he afted like an able 
furgeon, who, to fave a hand, makes no fcruple 
to cut off a mortified finger ; that the Pope, 
when he fhould have heard what he had done* 
would ere6l aftatue to him, and would even deem 
I^im worthy of being canonized, though he had 
done no other good work during the courfe of his 

whole 


44? THE HISTORY 

whole life. Don Sebafiian, and captdn Auguftin 
de Infuralde, have attefted, that the prelate rCi^ 
peated the iame things to them in the cloifter of 
the Francilcan consent, in prcfencc of feveral ec- 
cleliafticks and religious. 

So many declarations, at lail, convinced the 
governor, that, in a ihort time, he would no longer 
be mailer in the province ; that it would even be 
unfafe for him to remain in it, if he loft any more 
time to employ al] his authority againft a man, 
who pretended that people were to ackiK>wledge 
no other. He, therefore, fent a private exprefe 
to the reductions for fix hundred Indians ; and, at 
the end of fix days, fent a iecond exprefs, to haften 
their march. He then waited on the bifliop ; told 
him that every thing was ready for the expedidon 
they had agreed upon ; but that he could not give 
him more than one hundred foldiers. The prelate 
anfwered that he could make ihift with one hundred 
and thirty ; and that he would have them. Don 
CJregorio promifed them, but required fifteen days 
to furnifli them ; reckoning, that, by that time, 
the Indians he fent for would be arrived ; and he 
might then ad in quality of governor as he was 
bound to do. 

Don Bernardin, on his fide, did nothing but ex- 
afperate the nobility and the people againft the je- 
fuits, whom he likewife excommunicated with an 
inhibition, under the fame penalty, to all manner 
of perfons to have any communication with them. 
Then, after publickly renewing, and in a very in- 
decent ptoccflioh, hispromifc to give all the In- 
dians of the reductions in command among thole 
with whom he Ihould havemoft reafon to be pleafed, 
he fet out for Yaguaron, in order to be more at 
hand to haften the preparations for his expedition, 
which he dignified with the name^of ahply war j and 

on. 
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6h his ariival there; he communicated to his couficii 
ihe refleftions he had made on the propofals of the 
j^verhdri whofe fincerity he now began to fufpe£H 

He obfcrved to thenl; that the jefuits, x^hUc hfe 
Vas employed oil the Parang iri deducing their re- 
duftions, might fditify themfeives ih their college, 
tod put thehifelves in i cbnditioh to hold but, till 
they could rfcceivfc fuch drders from the royal ad- 
dienc^ of Charcas, and tlic viceroy of Peru, as 
^ould oblige him to defift } for which reafon he 
fcdricluded for abiding by his fifft plan, '^hich was 
to begm b]^ driving toem out df their college ; as 
he would then, he flattered himfelf; fiiid it no hard 
matter to feize dft their reductions ; that, this once 
effected, the king; though he ihduld not approve 
it, would cdnfcrtt to fcave things as they t^cre, ra- 
ther than tun the rifk of Ic^fii^g a whole province 
by ^hdeavoiiring to reeftai>lilh the jelRiits, and 
})rocure theni the reftitution of what thej^ had loft 
He added; that he thought it above all things rcf- 
tjuifitd to make fdre of the governor's pcrfori, 
whom he how Aiiftrbfted hiore than cvet $ and his 
opinion Was generally approved, 

Don Gregorio fdoil began to fufpcft this alter- 
atiorl in the bifhop's fentinlentsf fo that the delay of 
the Indians he had ftnt for to the reduftioni, gave 
him fo much the mdre uneafinefs, as the foldi- 
ers he had promifed the bifhop were already at Y*!- 
guirori, where the prelate loaded them with ca- 
te0es, and fed them with the moft maghiflcerit prd- 
mifts; though he could hot but know, that it i^ould 
be no eafy mattfer for hirti to fulfill tKefm ; for He 
had already divided the fpoils of the jefuits ; and 
haddeclarisd in his own council, that he rcferved no- 
thing to himfelf biit the glory of having laboured 
tb defend the liberty df the church ; ferVe his ma-^ 
jefty as. became a good fubjeft ; and reftorc td the 
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• good people of his diocefe what the jefuits had rob« 
bed them of. 1 Ic even declared, that it had never 
been his intention to confer on regulars the pariihes 
of the rcdudions j and if he had flaittered them with 
that favour, it was merely to detach them, and by 
their means the people, ,from the jefuits. 

At length, the governor, having received no- 
tice that the Indiahs he expelled were arrived within 
/our leagues of the Aflumption, fet out to join 
them with an cfcort of thirty foldiers; and, after 
marching all night at their head, arrived with them 
by day break at Yaguaron, The bilhpp, awakened 
by the buftle caufed among his domeittcks by fo 
fudden an apparition, immediately ftarted out of 
bed ; but he had fcarcc time to drefs himfelf,. 
when the governor entered his apartment and told 
him he was come tQpcondufthimto the Aijun^p- 
tion, becaufe the Indians of Yaguaron^ grown info- 
lent in confequence of the proteftion he afforded 
them, had rcfufed^to yield their governor the obe- 
dience they owed him. Don Bernardin, without 
making him any anfwer, flipt away 1:^ a private door,^ 
which opened into the great altar of the church. 
The governor followed him, feized him by the 
arm, and begged him to hear what he had to fay* 
But the prelate broke loofe from him •, and ,crying 
out with all his might, declared the governor 
excommunicated. 

At this, a friar, and a mulatto woman wha 
ferved in the kitchen, ran up to his affiftance, and 
fell upon the governor, who threw himfelf on his 
knees on the ftcps of the great altar, while the 
bifhop, taking the holy ciborium out of the taber-^ 
nacle, {hewed it to the people, with whom the 
church filled in a minute, and who, at the fight of it, 
all fell profl:rate to the ground. . The bifhop then, 
being a little come to himfelf, afked the governor 

what 


Of PARAGUAY* 451 

what he wanted with him^ "toferve you,- my lord, 
anfwercd Don Gregorio, with a fentence of ba- 
nilhment from this province, arid a feizure of youf 
temporalities, for having ufurped the jurifdidtion 
which i hold from our Sovereign lord die king. It 
is by order of the viceroy, which hereby I fignify 
to your moft illuftrious lordlhip.'* " I promifc to 
obiey, anfwered the bilhop, and take this congrega- 
tion to witncfs my promife. *. 

The jgovcrnor, upon this immediately left the 
church V and the bifhop prepared to celebrate mafs ; 
but firft, with his epifcopal ornaments on, he drew 
tip a kind of depofition, to which he added the. 
bittereft irivedives agairiftjthe governor * Then, he 
declared him excommunicatedj as well as the camp 
mafter*general, and all the violators of his cpifcopal 
dignity* When mafs was over, he gave orders fot 
a procefiion, which he made in the following orden' 
The Indian women appeared firft, carrying, each, a 
green* bfanch in her hand ; next matched the 
muficians, finging the Pange Lingua j the prelate 
followed, carrying the bleffcd facrament \ the reft 
of the people clofed the procefiion. The proceflioii 
iffued ff om the church to the ringing of bells j and 
advanced as far as the market place, where the 
Indians belonging to the reduftions were drawn up 
underarms. The bifliop, happening to caft hi* 
eyes upon fomeof them who had riot immediately 
kneeled down, called out to them that they were 
barbarians, traitors, fchifmaticks, and hereticks^ 
He then returued to the church ; placed the blefled 
facrament upon the altar \ and, turnirtg towards 
the people, fppke for about a quarter of an hour 
againft the governor, who, from th^ door of the 
church, anwered him pretty much in the fame 
ftrain, tliough in a low voice. 

H h a Both 
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BoTft he and the prelate were in too violcnf a 
fituation not to endeavour to get out of it ; and, 
accordingly, they faw each other that very evening. 
But, by what has fincc happened, there is reafon to 
believe, that the bifhop took the firft ftep towards 
a reconciliation, being convinced, that he would 
always be jt gainer by treating alone with the go- 
vernor. 

Onb thing, at leilt, is certain \ and that is, thatt 
he prevailed on the governor to difoiifs the Parana 
Indians, and obtained fix days to prepare for his 
departure, on condition that he would ablblve the 
governor from his excommunication. After this 
interview, the governor went, with no more than fvk, 
men, to ftcnd the night in a neighbouring country 
houfe. The bilhop, on his fide, not content with 
feeing the Indians take the road to their reduftions', 
caufed them to be followed, left the governor 
Ihould recall them ; and, finding he did not, fet oat 
the next morning, before day light, for the capital. 

He was informed on the road, that the whole 
city was in an uproar, in confequence of a report 
Ipread there, that the governor had embarked him 
on the river, and was coming, at the head of the 
reduftion Indians, to bring to reafon all thofc 
who had declared againft him in favour of their bi- 
lhop. This intelligence infpired him with hopes, 
that he would be well received ; and, in faft, the 
bells had no fooner proclaimed his arrival, than 
the whole city refounded with acclamations of joy. 
He made his entry preceeded by fcveral ecclefi- 
afticks, with arms under their cloaks, furroiinded 
by feveral friars, and carrying, on his breaft, a little 
glafe box, in which there was a confecrated holh 
He had ordered thofe in the front to turn towards 
the college •, but fomebody having told him, that be 
would there meet with four hundred mer*. ready to 

rc-r 
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ttceive him, which, however, was not true, he 
thought proper to alight at the convent of St. 
Francis. 

. Here he was immediately vifited by all thofe 
who were attached to him ; and he applied to them 
for arms. He likev/ife caufed to be brought to hinv 
the arms belonging to all thofe who depended on 
him. He then ordered murdering holes to be 
made in feveral places -, and the weak places to be 
fortified with gabions. This done, he fent to the 
cathedral for an image of the virgin ; and to the 
church of St- Blaize, for that faint's ; and caufed 
both to be placed on the great altar, under cano- 
pies. Ncxt,^ he fent for all his domcfticks, not for- 
getting the mulatto cook who had ftrv^ed him fo 
well at Yaguaron. Thus cantoned in the convenft, 
as in a fortified place, he gave all thofe who fliut 
themfelves up with him, an account of every thing 
that had happened to him fince his departure 
from the Aflumption. He told them, that he had 
found means to engage the governor to difmifs the 
Parana Indians ; ** but it is a great pity, added he, 
that fuch a man ftiould hold fuch a poft. Let me 
but have the royal fchedule, which has been ftolen 
put of the town houfe, and I will ufe him as he 
deferves, as well as Sebaftian de Leon." This 
fchedule, however, contained no more than a power, 
which the emperor had given during the firft years 
after the building of the Aflumption, to name, pro- 
vifionally, a commandant on» the death of the go- 
vernor ; and this privilege fubfifted no longer. 

The camp-mafter general, hearing of this dif- 
courfe, immediately waited on the governor to re- 
prefent to him all the evils and inconveniencies, to 
which he would cxpofe himfelf, by not immediately 
ordering back the Parana Indians. But the prelate, 
vho had hi«fpies every where, foon tearing what 

H h 3 this, 


454 THE HIST OR T 

this officer was about, caufed the alarm bell of 
the convent to ring. Upon this^ the inhabitants 
immediately flocked to the convent, where the bi^ 
Ihop, having fent for an alcalde and fome regidors, 
. took out of his pocket, and read with a loud voice, 
a paper, which, he faid, was a letter he had juft re- 
ceived, importing, that the reduftion Indians had 
plundered Yaguaron, and all the country houfes in 
the neighbourhood ; that they were in march to 
ferve the capital in the fame manner ; and that 
they had been already feen at Ita : " And 
becaufe, added he, I would defend your liberty, 
your property, and your privileges, they want to 
drive me out of the province, as a fower of fcdi- 
tion. But, in quality of a counfellor to his majefty, 
I trxhort all thofe in employment, to take upon 
them the defence of this opprefled city, and name 
A governor, who may preferve the province from 
the danger with which it is threatened. In fo ur-i- 
gent a cafe, neccflity may very well lupply the want 
of a royal fchedule." 

The alcalde, aftonifhed at this difcourfe, rar^ 
direftly to the governor, to conjure him not to let 
the Indians enter the city j and, on Don Gregorio'^ 
anfwering him, that he knew what was to be done, 
fell into a violent paffion ; and even forgot him- 
felf fo far as to fpeak very difrefpeftfuUy to the go-^ 
vernor, who, thereupon, fent him to prifon. As 
loon as the people heard of it, they grew perfeftly 
outrageous -, and would, perhaps, have been guilty 
of fome violence, had they not been reftrained by 
their apprehenfions of the Indians, whofe num- 
ber was made to amount to twelve hundred. 
They were, however, foon quieted by the receipt 
of certain advice, that thefe Indians had never ap- 
peared either at Yaguaron or at Ita -, and that their - 
fiumber never amounted to aboye fix hundred. 
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Soon after, indeed, they were given to underftand, 
what was very true, that thel'e Indians were, in 
faft, marching towards the city by the governor's, 
orders 5 but that they obferved the ftri^eft difci- 
pline, and no where occafioned theleaft diforder. 

Don Bemardin, however, had fent to the royal 
audience a relation of their pretended boftilities, 
which, befidcs being attefted by himfelf upon 
oath, was figned by two friars, as eye-witneffes to. 
the plundering of Yaguaron, where it was after- 
wards proved neither of them had been. The pre- 
late affirmed in another memorial, that, during his 
refidencc in that town, and while he was preparing; 
to vi(k the reductions, the jefuits had fent the go- 
vernor of Paraguay thirty thoufand gold crowns, 
and a thoufand well armed men, to engage him to 
banifh bim, for fear he (hould difcover tlieir gold 
mines; and this memorial was figned by feveral 
ccclefiafticks, fome of whom were not fo much as 
permitted to read it. One clergyman, who, alone,, 
had the courage not to comply, was loaded 
with chains, and brought to the convent of St. 
Francis, where, after a great deal of ill ufage, he 
was fufpended in the air by a rope, till, overcome by 
the pi^infulnefs of his fituatioiTi, he pj^omifed to dor 
every thing they thought proper. Accordingly, 
on being untied, he figned the memorial ; but, as 
foon as he recovered his liberty, he protefted a- 
gainft the violence that had been offered him. 

In the mean time, th^ creatures of the bilhop left 
no ftone .unturned to engage the inhabitants to take 
up arms. The prelate, on his fide, bcftirred himfejf 
exceedingly, to procure the fchedule of Charles V, 
and the royal ftandard ; and, finding, at lafl, that 
he could not get either one or the other, vented 
his angier and indignation on the camp-mafter ge- 
neral, his brothers and his friends, whom he de- 
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dared excomtliunicated, fchifmaticks, andenemietl 
to their country. At laft, the tumult encreafed to 
fuch a degree, that feveral of the principal inhabi- 
tants, finding it impoffible to remain any longer in 
the city with* decency or fafety, retired to the coun- 
try. Upon this, the governor, who flattered him- 
fclf, that DonBernardin, 'wKen he fhould lofc all 
hopes of holding out in his afylum, would comply 
with his promife to leave the province, fcnt to 
fummon him to fet out without any further delay ; 
and to let him know, at the fame time, that there 
was a bark well ftored with provifions of every 
kind, ready to receive him and' all his family. 

The king's notary, Ruy Gomez de Goyofo, whp 
was charged with the fcrvihg of this fummons, on 
his prefenting himfclf at the gates of the convent, 
a;nd defiring to fpeak with tht prelate, was accofted 
by a friar armed with a javelin, ' with which he three 
times endeavoured to run him through the body. 
Don Bernardin made up to the noife ; alked Gomez 
his bufinefs ; and when, he had ^iven an account o( 
it, told him that no one had a right to command, 
him to leave his diocefe •, and that, at any rate, the 
governor fhould have come himfelf on the ertand. 
He then broke out into invedives againft him, and 
declared the king's notary excommunicated, threat- 
ening him, at the fame time, in cafe he did not 
confider himfelf as fuch, to fine him five hundred 
crowns, and deliver him over to the holy office aa 
an obftinate and irreclaimable finner. Don Gre- 
gorio, having received notice of this^excefs ; and 
being told, befides, that, Don Bernardin having dc^ 
clared it would be but a venial fin to difpatqh him, 
two ecclefiafticks had taken upon them to do the 
bufinefs, and two more to fet fire to the college, he 
immediately ordered one hundred of the Parana 
Indians into the city j pofted fifty at the gate$. of 
the college j and tht reft about his own houfe. 

Pqh 
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Do^ GregortQ t|ien publUhed ^n edidl:, declar'* 
ing Doi^ Bcrnardin de Cardenas an intruder into the 
)?iflioprick of Paraguay, and without any manner 
qfjurifdiftion. The governor had by him three 
pieces left him by the fathers TruxiUo and VcrdugOt 
and his brother, father de Hiniftrofa, to prove that 
the bifhop was a(9:ually, and ever fince his confecrar 
tion, had been fufpended, and the governor knew 
very well, that the fathers of St^ Pominick, and of 
the Merci, and feveral franciitans were of the fame 
opinion with his brother. The piece by father 
de Hiniftrofa, the bifhop has always attributed ta 
the jefuits ; and it is upon this foundation, that in 
4U his letters, and in all the memorials publifhed 
in his name, and prcfented by his agent to the rpyaj 
council pf the Injiie?, he accufed the jefuits of hav- 
ing driven him out of his diocefe, as they had al- 
ready done, he faid, two of his predeceflbrs ; a 
calumny, which has been repeated in feveral libels, 
cfpecially in the JMbrale Pratique des JefuiteSy but al- 
ways without the leaft foundation. The two other 
prelates are Don Thomas de Torrez,'of the order 
6f St. Dqminick, who was tranflated frpm the bi- 
ftioprick of the Affumption to thj^t ofTuiCuman; 
4nd Don Chriftopher de Arrefti, of the order of 
St, Benedidt, tranflated to that of Buenos Ayres. 
The firft never had any quarrel with the jefuits^ 
^d the fecond lived to his death in the greateft 
harmony with them. Befides, What could the jefuits 
have got by thefe tranflations, fince moft of 
their houfes, as well as the befli: of them, were in 
ihe diocefes of Buenos Ayres and Tucuman ? 

Unhappily for Don Bernardin, the opinions of 
the three religious \ have juft mentioned, have 
been fince confirmed by the fentence of the cardi- 
nals' of the congregation of Trent; But, to pro- 
ved according to the order prefcribed by the canon* 

in 
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lA an affair of this importance, it was requifite 
there fhould be anrecdefiaftical fuperion None of 
the ancient canons now remained in the city but 
Don Ghriftopher Sanchez, v/ho, at the arrival of 
Don Bernardin de Cardenas, governed the diocefe 
in quality of grand vicar and provifor. The go- 
vernor, therei-bre, required him to refume the cx- 
ercife of his charge, which the flaws in the prelate's 
coniecration and ir^dgAion authorized him to con* 
tinue ; and promifed Cvo fnpport him with all the 
authority he himfdf was invefted with in quality of 
governor. Don Sanchez confented, provided the 
governor would give him a fafeguard for his per- 
fon. To this Don Gregorio made anfwer, that he 
niight find one in the jefuits college, which was 
well guarded; and, accordingly, diredly con- 
duced him to it. 

He then ordered the general alarm to be beat ; 
and iffued an order, on pain of death, for all the 
inhabitants to repair with their arms to the great 
Square, where the royal ftandard had been already 
jJlanted, and hold themfelves in readinefstodoevery 
thing they ftiould be commanded in the name, of 
his majefty. No one dared to be abfcnt, fo that | 

the officers with their foldiers, the magiftrates at I 

the head of the militia, and one hundred and fifty 
Indians, immediately appeared there in order of 
battle. The governor then made his appearance ; 
and, followed only by fome of his principal officer* 
went to the college ; called for Dort Chriftopher 
Sanchez, provifor and vicar general of the diocefc ; 
and conduced him to the cathedral, the doors of 
which were no fooner thrown open, than it filled 
with perfons of both fexes, and of every age and 

condition. 

Don Chriftopher, after a ftiort prayer, took a 
crucifix from the great altar ^ gave it to kifs to the 
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governor; and then took the feat he ufed to oc- 
cupy during the vacancy of the fee, from which 
he declared that he refumed\he cxercife of all the 
charges, with which he had been till then invefted, 
the new bifhop of Paraguay not as yet having any 
lawful jurifdidion. This done, he ordered all the 
bells to be fet a ringing, and all the exeommunica- 
tion lifts to be torn down ; and took off theinterdi<^ 
which Don Bernardin himfelf had juft taken ofi^ 
as, finding it impolfible to efcape this blow, he 
thought he might make a merit of his pretendctl 
indulgence in the eyes of thepublick. 

The governor's edidt further imported, that as 
it was notorious his lordlhip Don Bernardin* de Car- 
denas had intruded himfelf into the government of 
the diocefe, againft the rules of the church, an4 
was aftually lodged in the francifcan convent, to 
which he had caufed arms to be brought, and 
where he had placed a garrifonj and from 
thence filled the city with trouble, confufion and 
fcandal, he forbid all perlons, on pain of death, to 
enter that convent while the prelate continued ia 
it. The provifor and vicar general, on his fide^ 
publilhed a mandate to the fame purpofe, import- 
ing, befides, that the faid lord biftiop was not en* 
titled to any obedience. 

Now, at laft, Don Bernardin perceived, that he 
Tould not hold out any longer, efpecially as a man- 
date of his, lately publiQied in one of his parilh 
^hurches,had made little or no impreffion on the in- 
habitants. He, therefore fent word to the governor, 
that he could no longer prevail upon himfelf to re^ 
main ma province entirely inhabited by excommuni^ 
cated perfons ; and accordingly, on the 19th of No- 
vember, after celebrating his two maffes, he took 
Jeave of a great fiumber of devout perfons, whofe 
f onfcienpes l^e (djrpftcd, tejling them, th^t he wa$ 
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|?anilhcd from his dioccfe, for having endeavoured^ 
through his paftoral tendernefs for his flock, to re- 
lieve the diftrci^ of fcveral families, whofe patrimony- 
had been ufuqed by th? 'enemies of the church ; 
thereby meaning the Indians, whom the jefuits 
fccured from jhc drudgery of perfonal fervice. He 
- repeated ali the injuries, with which he, on every 
former occafion, had loaded thcfe pretended ufurp-r 
crs 'y he again intcrdifted, excommunicated, and ana- 
thematized them ; giving, at the fame .time, notice, 
thatc there ^as np communicating with them with- 
out incurring the fame cenfures ; and adding, that, 
fevere as he (hewed himfelf towards thole, who ob- 
ftinately perfilled in their rebellion againft the 
chvuxh, he would always behave with the greateft 
jfpompafiion and tendernefs tpwards hgr fiyfl^ble an 
faithful children, 

-He then named the churches, in which the in- 
habitants might enjoy the happinef? of affiftipg at 
divine feryice ; and the priefts who might hear their 
confeffions, en whqm he bellowed the moft mag- 
nificent encomiums, though, perhaps, he was the 
only perfon not to know, that feme of them lived ia 
a fcandaloys concubinage. At length, after taking 
leave of the great croud that attended him, all 
bathed in tears, and filling the church with their 
4ighs and groans, he fallied forth, carrying the holy 

^j^ facrament in a box hung to his breaft, ^nd follow^. 
td by his chaplains and the reft of his clergy, every 
one with a lighted tap^r in his hand. As foon a$ 
\ie had got into his bark, he renewed his anathemas 
againft the perfecutors of the church, who drove 
out of his diocefe the holieft bifliop, to believe his^ 
follower?, the new world had ever poflefled ; 
and thundered a new interdift againft the city, . tQ 

^ the found of a littk bell, which he ufually carried 
vrith him in his journeys. The bells of the fran-. 

cifcan 
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tifcan church, and thofe of the epifcopal pariOi, 
were imcniediately fet a going, according to the 
orders he had given for that purpofe -, and it wai 
found impoffible to appeafe the tumults occalioned 
by the ringing of them, otherwife than by ring- 
ing, at the fame time, thofe of all the other' 
churches. 

The prelate feated himfelf on a ftool in the ftern 
of hij bark, having, on both fides of him, the eccle- 
fiafticks and religious, who had embarked with 
Jiim. The reft of his attendants had placed them- 
felves at fome diftance 5 fome fmoaking, the reft 
drinking their Paraguay ; and all in very carelefs 
poftures, without fhewirig the leaft attention to the 
bleffed facrament, which the biihop carried about 
him ; and, he himfelf, no doubt, foon took notice 
of it, for in Tome (hort time, the box containing 
it, was no longer to be feen. One of his clergy 
has fince aflured, that he faw Don Bernardin com- 
municate with it without leaving his place, from 
a perfuafion, it is probable, that he might on 
this occafion difpenfe with a law of the church, 
left he ftiould not be able to keep his at- 
tendants within the bounds of rcfpeft due to the 
holy facrament of our altars. 

Be that as it will, his friends wrote to Tucuman, 
that, the moment he afcended his bark, ftars had 
been feen to dart from heaven towards the church of 
St. Lucia, and from thence to the epifcopal palace, 
behind which they difappeared; that the earth 
ihook 5 that rocks had been feen to fly to pieces, 
and mountains to ftrike againft each other ; that 
the fun feemed to diftil blood ; in ftiort, that a- 
mazemcnt and terror had feized every heart. 
But when thefe accounts were fent back to the 
AlTumption, it was anfwercd, that nothing 
like it had been fceh there ; that few perfons re- 
gretted 
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gretted th** biihop, fincc he can led aWay with 
him the foi ce of all that trouble and confufioh, 
with which the city had been almoft perpetually 
iLgitated ever fince he mode his appearance in it. 

Don Bemardin, however, now began to be more 
uneafy than he cared to appear, in regard to the de- 
feats in his confecration and indudi6n -, and it is cer- 
tain, that he had been, for fome time paft, taking 
meafures in Rome^ to procure the Pope's dif- 
penfation with both. From the 9th of May, 1 645, 
to the 2d of 06tober, of the fame year, four con- 
gregations were held upon this affair, and in them 
were produced letters from the bilhop, in which he 
dcfired to be abiblved from the cenfures he might . 
have incurred for caufing himfelf to be confecrated 
ivithout prefenting the Pope's bulls ; for having 
taken poiTeflion of Jiis bilhoprick j for having re- 
ceived the revenues of it ; for having ordained and 
performed the other epifcopal funftions ; all, in 
confequence of the opinion of feveral learned 
men, who judged that his bulls had probably 
mifcarried, or had been intercepted by perfons 
who wifhed him no good^ and on theftrength 
ofa letter from cardinal Anthony Barbarini, who 
gave him notice of their having been expedited^ 
.and treated him as bifhop. To thefe motives 
he added, the prefling neceffity which the diocefe of 
the Aflumption had for a bilhop* 

The Pope affifted at one of thele congregation^^ 
in which it was ordered, that Don Bernardin's let- 
ters Ihould be examined in a new congregation^ in 
the prefcnce of his holinefs, and that the whole af- 
fair fhould be again maturely confidered. The 
nth of July, 1656, another congregation was 
held, in which Cardinal Cefi prefented a petition 
addreffed to the Pope, by which the canons of the 
Aflumption, independent ' of * the defefts in the 

con- 


